  



Letter for your Representative


[bookmark: _GoBack]
[bookmark: _Hlk202180860]Representative His or Her Name Here….

[bookmark: _Hlk201936614][bookmark: _Hlk150587516][bookmark: _Hlk201936710]As a motorcyclist and a constituent, I am asking you to cosponsor House Bill 357. This bill will increase the penalties for vehicular assault and vehicular manslaughter.  There have been so many people making left turns in front of motorcyclists causing serious or fatal injuries and currently this offense is a minor misdemeanor.  

I do understand that accidents happen and if there are no serious injuries or fatalities, there is the right of way violations infraction that will cover these types of incidents, (ORC 4511.42).  But if a fatality occurs, or if a serious injury occurs (as defined in ORC 2901.01 5 a,b,c,d,e) then penalties should be more severe than a minor misdemeanor.

Motorcycle organizations have been instrumental in many ways, to educate motorists as well as motorcycle riders as to the safety aspects of sharing the road, but unfortunately people are in too much of a hurry to really look down the road for oncoming traffic, especially motorcyclists. 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact William “Lion Man” Dodge, ABATE State Legislative Director at Abatelionman@gmail.com or 330-718-3066.

Thank you for your consideration,

Your name, address and (phone number optional).



For committee members use the same letter except change the first sentence to:

“As a motorcyclist and a voting Ohio resident, I am asking you to hold hearings on House Bill 357 immediately.”
