" ANBRICAN BIKERS AINED TI]WA'?D’S il

A P




U IS TN e e

Chairman Of The Board
TBD

Executive Director
Ed Schetter
419.937.4341

Treasurer
Kay Stock
419.654.5447

State Board Secretary
Ruby Worchuck
419.966.9131
ABATE Products
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537

Security Director
John Shankster
419.579.0018

P.A.C. Chairman
Ed Schetter
419.937.4341
Legislative Director
Lion Man
330.718.3066
Safety & Education Director
Sherry Hill
330.415.6272
Events Coordinator
Bill Balach
216.469.0291
Webmaster / |.T. Administrator
Tim “T.J” Johnson
330.360.7752
Membership Secretary
Chris Winchester
614.373.9607
M.R.F. Rep
Sherry Hill
330.415.6272
N.C.O.M. Rep
Ed Schetter
419.937.4341
ABATE of OHIO FOUNDATION
Board Seat “A”

Tim “T.J.” Johnson
ABATE of OHIO FOUNDATION
Board Seat “B”
Garrison “Cowboy” Whitman
330.201.1330

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Region Zero
Randy Kibler
330.428.2083
Region 1
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537
Region 2
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537
Region 3
Dana Frost
419.230.4969
Region 4
Ruby Worchuck
419.966.9131
Region 5
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537
Region 6
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537
Region 7
Brian “Rebel” Jordan
419.307.3506
Region 8
Mike Poole
330.280.3932
Region 9
Chris Lappert
740.963.2738
Region 10
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537
Region 11
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537
Region 12
VACANT
How About You?
800.252.4537
Region 14
Pete Barnes
419.722.9941
Region 16

Garrison “Cowboy” Whitman

330.201.1330

\\\g\.c 04,(\

7

HAHlEY-I]AVII]SN

Kawasaki |

| Y@

). MorokcvcLE® 4

POLARIS™
Est. 1954

! YAMAHA

MOTORCYCLES




IVHAT YOU RIDE 4
 WEALLRDEFOR  §{Lromaepstemen o e

REDONC RO 2o
e Want You

ABATE of OHIO

. n— P.O. BOX 313
il All articles and photo’s within Weston, OH 43569

Il the contents of this newsletter L
il and our website are the prop-
erty of ...

ABATE of OHIO

Y
You may not use them with- IS HOTLINE
il out the express written con- |,

sent of the newsletter editor,
webmaster or the association Call the HOTLINE anytime

board. 'S for any info or to contact any officer w
y

1-800-25-BIKER

o
?'

ABATE of OHIO encourages all members to submit letters, arti-
cles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow members.
ABATE of OHIO supports the rights of ALL motorcyclists,
ABATE of OHIO does not endorse any products or services
other than its own.
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The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the
| views of the ABATE of OHIO board and it's members.




EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Fd Sachhettenr

| just had to hang a 2025 calendar on the wall and yes | still look at a wall calendar
and in a few days I'll have to start writing 2025 on the top of checks. We will have a new
legislature to work with and a group of officers to get the work done (and a few recycled
ones) at all levels of ABATE. This is kind of a time to start anew if you will.

With the seating of the 136t general assembly here in the great State of Ohio comes
a new set of goals and challenges. Maintaining and strengthening the relationships we
have developed in the past. Developing new relationships with those who will stand with
us in the future, these are necessary to increase our numbers and replace allies that are
no longer in the legislature by their choice or by the choice of others. Working with other
like minded organizations to further motorcycling here in the great state of Ohio and Na-
tionwide.

ABATE of Ohio had some big victories in 2024. Ohio is leading the fight for choice
when it comes to how you power your motorcycle and Ohio finally had a Right of Way Bill
introduced (Thank you Lionman.) Everywhere | went and met with other freedom fighting
bikers: DC, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Missouri, California and more, the message has been
the same. Work together for a common good. It doesn’t matter how you ride: club, inde-
pendent or some other way. It doesn’'t matter what you ride: sport bike, electric or cruiser;
American, British, or meftric. It matters that you ride.

We also face the challenge of infroducing new legislative action and reintroducing
the bills we have not been able to get passed. Let’s hit the ground running from the be-
ginning and see how far we can advance motorcycling with the 136" general assembly.
We have a lot of work to do.

Thank you to all who stepped up and took a leadership roll for 2025 in ABATE of Ohio
Inc. We had some big changes last year. | look forward to working with all of you on our
quest for freedom in motorcycling. We have the best and most dedicated membership
of any organization I've ever worked with. Let's spread the passion for motorcycling that
we feel and increase the membership to the numbers we deserve.

| look forward to seeing everyone at seminar (I'm sure there is more info in this news-
letter.) If you want to hear me ramble on I'm sure someone will stick a mi-
crophone in my hand there or I'm sure there will be many a conversation
over a cold malted adult beverage. Look out 2025 here we come.

Enjoying the Ride,
Ed Scheftter
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio Inc.
ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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GATES OPEN 12:00 NOON FRIDAY/ 9:00 AM SATURDAY

PRIMITIVE CAMPING CARROLL CO.VETERAN'S PARK/ 2038 BRENNERRD.  LIVE BANDS ALL WEEKEND
RV CAMPING VETERANS VIGIL FRIDAY NIGHT
CARROLLTON, OHIO 44615
Wesermuons repeied ) SATURBAY
$30.00 WEEKEND PASS PUBLIC WELCOME Il R e e
INCLUDES CAMPING TATTO0 GONTEST
18 AND OVER ID REQUIRED
$15.00 DAY PASS FOOD/ VENDORS

SAVE THE DATE

EMAIL: frecdomrallyregionS@gmail.com CONTACTS: TIM 330-243-4273/ KELLY 330-327-3513
> ABATE of Ohiso lne. 1s a “Not for Profit"” Organmation www.abate.comm
Find us on
Facebook All Donations are NOT TAX Deductible

ABATE of Oliso Inc Events are subject to 2 30% Adanmastration Fee
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Hello from the Safety & Ed Director Desk,

We are continuing to move forward with plans for a Motorcycle Advisory Council
here in Ohio. | am so proud and excited to help get this off the ground with
Michele Piko from Motorcycle Ohio and Bob Davis with the AMA. It is a great feel-
ing when you can all work together towards a common goal of making the roads
safer for motorcyclists and work towards lowering the fatality rate here in Ohio.

It is our goal to form a Motorcycle Safety Working Group with approximately 8 of
MOQO’s (Motorcycle Ohio) stakeholders. This group will be assisting in creating the
motorcycle strategic plan for the Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). As of now
our recommendations for the group are: ODOT, OSHP, AMA, Abate of Ohio, MRF,
Driver Training, BMV, Military Representative, and MSF.

Our plan is to meet quarterly and then meet with all stakeholders as we do now
once a year. Michele is working on formal administration approval, then she will
be reaching out to formally invite those mentioned above.

The old saying that it takes a village to raise a child holds true for this as well. [t will
take a village but together we can initiate change here in the great state of Ohio.
The other news for this year is the 2nd Ohio Traffic Safety Summit! It will be held on
May 19th & 20th, 2025 back at the The Ohio Union at OSU. Last year was the first
and it was well received, and | am hoping we can get at least a couple breakout
sessions for motorcycles this year. Last year there was one. My only sadness about
all this is that is conflicts with Bikers Inside the Beltway at the same exact dates.
Lastly, we have the Abate of Ohio State Seminar coming up January 31st through
February 2nd, 2025. We always have a great time and Embassy Suites is a beautiful
hotel. Remember every room has a living room and a bedroom, so if you have a
friend, you can split the room cost and it makes it VERY affordable to you! Ed,
Kay, and Kolman have been working hard on the seminar so PLEASE plan to at-
tend, you will have fun and learn something!!

Sherry Hill, Safety & Ed Director

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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YOUR PERSONAL
INJURY ATTORNEYS.

FAMILY-RUN, VETERAN OWNED.
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SEMINAR WILL INCLUDE
WORKSHOPS WITH
TOWARD PROTECTING
FRIDAY - SUNDAY MOTORCYCLIST'S RIGHTS

OCTOBER 24 -26. 2025 AND GENERAL
REGISTRATION BEGINS INFORMATION FOR ALL
FRIDAY @ 4:00 P.M. RIDERS.

»
S

FOR MOAC INFO AND EARLY RCOISTRATION VISIT.
WWW.MIDSOUTHMILE.ORG

Delta Hotels Midwest City at the I L
Reed Conference Center =17 [=] gi’:gsgrs _c;’;ls'v 320

5800 Will Rogers Rd, Midwest .
ity OK 73170, (405 7417333 PREREGISTRATION PRICE
Scan for MLE Website
Hospitalityroom  MSMProducts  Live and Silent Auctions
Dinner Buffet  Cash Bar during banquet  Raffles  50/50

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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Flexible & Moving Forward!
Vlay 19 & 20, 2025
Since 1987, the MRF has been the only national
motorcyclists’ rights organization dedicated to
on-street riders with full-time representation in
Washington, DC! — Ride with the Leaders!
Pre-event briefing: May 19, 2025 « Event: May 20, 2028
Pre-register (FREE) at www.mriorg (cut-off May 14)
Embassy Suites, 1900 Diagonal Road, Alexandria, Vieginia, 703-684-5900, $266 per
night, incl breaktast (cut-off Aprd 22). Room block 18 Imiled S0 rasenve yours today!
For room resecvations call (800) 362-2779 and reference group code, “MRF"

Sponsored by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation | www.miet.org | 202-546-0583

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



ABATE OF OHIO, INC. PRESENTS .

—

SAFETY & AWARENESS EDUCATION

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 2, 2025

EMBASSY SUITES COLUMBUS DUBLIN
RESERVATIONS 614-790-9000
5100 Upper Metro Place  Dublin, OH 43017
Room Rate $132/Night  Reservation Cut Off Date 1710725

ROOMS WITH 2 DOUBLE BEDS SLEEP UP TO SIX PEOPLE INCLUDES COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST

™ ‘.’ v — *

AND FREE MANAGER'S HAPPY HOUR

¥EALL OHIO 50/50 TICKET DRAWN

Activities include Left-Right-Center on Friday night, Silent Auction on Saturday,
Awards Banquet on Saturday night and serious tomfoolery in the hospitality room.

SEMINAR PRE-REGISTRATION CUT OFF DATE JANUARY 24, 2025
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM o : p

(ONLY THOSE PRE-REGISTERED WILL RECEIVE A FREE LUNCH)

PHONE #
. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ABATE OF OHIO PO BOX 313 WESTON, OH 43569 .

REGISTER ONLINE AT ABATE.COM CALL 614-319-3644 FOR CREDIT CARD PMTS

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)4 Not For Profit Organization. Donations are not tax deductible.

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



Join us In
Shreveport!
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Independent Motorcycle Aftermarket

PROTECT YOUR
BUSINESS!

It's time for independent aftermarket motorcycle
businesses to unite and join the Independent
Motorcycle Aftermarket. The IMA is a growing
network of aftermarket shops and suppliers who
believe in unity in purpose toward common goals.

Unity in purpose includes:

Passage of Right to Repair legislation
Protect the right to modify
Protect the internal combustion engine
Maintain the availability of fuels not
harmiful to motorcycle engines

v" Fight End of Life Directives

Join your independent motorcycle business
owning peers to protect our investment
and the future of motorcycling. The
Independent Motorcycle Aftermarket
works with the Motorcycle Riders .
Foundation and has your back!

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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THE BUCKEYE

LAW GROUP INC
INJURY ATTORNEYS

OVER $1 BILLION RECOVERED

BY OUR ATTORNEYS IN THE US!

'1-800-411-PAIN

OUR MANAGING PARTNER
GREGORY GUDIN RIDES

s | MOTORCYLES JUST LIKE YOU!

CAR ACCIDENT e SLIP & FALL

WORKERS’ COMP e MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

127 Public Square, Ste 1540 Cleveland, OH 44114
216-373-0038




LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Well, the elections are over, and ABATE of Ohio Inc. is making contact
with new legislators to inform them of who we are and what we do. We
have reached out to those who were re-elected to congratulate them
and to reaffirm our connections with them. Our legislative successes,
such as HB 653, will have to be reintfroduced after the new congress has
been seated.

Once this is completed, we will inform you of the new bill number so that
you can call your state legislators to inform that that you want this bill
passed.

So take a deep breath and relax a little bit. Enjoy time with family and
friends and enjoy a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year's celebro-
tions. And then get ready to jump in and continue with our fight to ride
and/or drive what we want when we want to and to ride free from gov-
ernment mandates. Remember that the officers can’t do it alone. We
need all of you, the core of motorcycle freedom fighter's, to make our
goal become reality.

| hope you had a positive 2024 and that your 2025 is beautifull

Lion Man

-

T
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s> Ride With The Leaders

Hello MRF Members & Future Members!

Happy New Year 2025!

| am confident going into this new year that the new administration who takes office on the 20t
will work hard to correct the past issues plaguing this country.

The following excerpt was from the MRF on December 6", 2024:

The final breakdown of the US Senate will be 53 Republicans and 47 Democrats. The House will
also have a slim margin, with 220 Republicans and 215 Democrats. Complicating these margins
in 2025 (2) Republican Senators and (3) house Republicans will be leaving to assume positions
within the Trump Administration. Those 5 seats will be filled with appointments by Governors in the
case of the senate and special elections for the house seats.

We have a lot of work to do infroducing the MRF and our legislative priorities to these new law-
makers.

You can help us meet these new legislators by joining us in Washington, D.C. for Bikers Inside the
Beltway on May 19 & 20, 2025. In January the MRF website will have updates on registration and
travel details. We need bikers to show up, be seen and be heard!

Breaking News from December 2024:

CARB Withdraws Electric Motorcycle Plan — December éth, 2024 Washington DC

In a dramatic move, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) announced they would not be
proceeding with the proposed standards requiring half of all new motorcycles sold in the state to
be electric within the next decade. In a statement, CARB said, “the proposed amendments to
on-road motorcycles (ONMC) emission standards and test procedures and adoption of new pro-
visions relating to ONMC'’s have been withdrawn.”

This is a MAJOR victory for those who believe consumers should be free to choose whatever en-
gine type they want. This move to withdraw the proposed plan comes after two hearings, one in
January and one in October on this topic were cancelled.

The MRF is pleased by CARB’s decision to withdraw a plan to mandate the sale of electric motor-
cycles.

Please take the time to follow my MRF page on Facebook, | post all the latest news from the MRF
as well as arficles | think are pertinent to what is going on in the world today relating to all of us
bikers. I'm also trying to post more on X, Instagram, and YouTube as well. So, follow me on those
social media channels!

| urge you to join the MRF, just call me, email me, text me and we will get you all set up. Itis worth
your time and money!! If you sign up online, please write my name in “referred by".

In closing, be safe & educated!!!
Till February.....

Sherry Hill, Ohio MRF Rep
330-415-6272
shill.ohiomrf@gmail.com

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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JEFFREY A. LEIKIN, ESQ., LLC

25201 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 270 = Beachwood, Ohio 44122

The litigation firm of Jeffrey A. Leikin,
Esq., LLC handles matters involving personal
injury, including medical and nursing home
mistakes, construction, automobile,
motorcycle and trucking accident cases.
Client service is a top priority. This will be
what sets your experience with us apart
from other law firms.

LET 38 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU

CALL (216) 816-3204 *OHIO SUPER LAWYERS
OR VISIT 2006, 2010-2023
— —"':)t \‘ j

Licensed to practice in the States of
Ohio and Pennsylvania, and before
WWW.LEIKINLEGAL.COM the United States Supreme Court.

The wheels are greased and the engine cranks.
. Region 10 had its first meeting in quite some time. A
relaxed atmosphere where there was idea trading
reg I 0 n and story telling going on amongst new and active

members of multiple regions. To all those who came
hours to attend our small meeting we thank you
greatly for the support, wisdom, encouragement and advice!
Meeting current and gaining new members shows there is a pulse of liberty seeking
like minded people in our part of Ohio. We aim to reach out and find many new
members soon with the help of Ed to remind people of all the causes we stand, be-
lieve and fight for. This quote was read off during the meeting and | would like to
leave it here for you all to enjoy.
"Freedom is not defined by safety. Freedom is defined by the ability of citizens to
live without government interference. Government cannot create a world without
risks, nor would we really wish to live in such a fictional place. Only a totalitarian so-
ciety would even claim absolute safety as a worthy ideal, because it would require
total state conftrol over its citizens’ lives. Liberty has meaning only if we still believe in
it when terrible things happen and a false government security blanket beckons."
- Dr. Ron Paul
In these coming months, we in region 10 wish you all a safe(and hopefully ride
filled) winter! We will see you all at the state seminar!
- Terry Wiseman Jr

e

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



son. Thank you for promoting motorcycle rights,
safety and education in Region 8.
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ABATE of Ohio Region 8 participated in Christmas
Parades in Dover and Carrollton this holiday sea-

www.abate.cor

e Admit vards Bl
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ember 28th, 2025

sunday, Sept

Allen County Fair Grounds
Harding Highway, Lima, Ohio

Doors Open at 10:00am
Bikes Leave at 12:00pm - Noon

$15.00 per Person or

$10.00 per Person
with New Toy

Music & Food While It Lasts!

For Information, call
(419)230-4969 or (419)648-6757
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COME JOIN US IN BEAUTIFUL MISSISSIPPI
2025 NCOM CONVENTION
Kol
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Feel ﬁs.th’fbo/p_e'r.:rQ/ﬁé} '?f‘f'"s;hv‘n_o\d
HOTEL RESERVATIONS: (8 8)-946-2847
**MUST BOOK YOUR ROOM BY APRIL 77" TO LOCK IN THE ROOM RATE**
icad Pay Your Registration Online at onabike.com

PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY May 2nd
OR PAY CASH AT THE CONVENTION
Name Phone

dress i

. ¥ ffagf fn
, Organization : ]

[J$120.00 con

vention Registration (Includes Silver Spoke Award Banquet)

ce: [Chicken

Beef Ovegetarian
€, a beef entree wil| be provided for your dinner.

Please check main course preferen
If you do not select a preferenc

[J$65.00 Registration ONLY (Silver Spoke Banquet not lncluded)
Make checks payable and mall to: Richard M. Lester, 5850 Can

0ga Avenue, Suite 200, Woodland Hills, CA 91387-6515




Join \
Now

ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP
DUES

YEAR Individual
Q&A ...What are the membership rewards 2

% FREE *

% Monthly Digital Newsletter

* $3500 Accidential
Death & Dismemberment Insurance

* Monthly Meetings
*— = g
RAFFLEBIKET Cﬁ

A friendly entrance into the biker community

ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF

MEMBERSHIP

sCney,

ABATE of OHIO

State Membership
ANNUAL DUES INFORMATION

Membership Type Donation | PYr3-
P 1yp tion
Individual Membership $20 -
Months
Couples Membership $40 -
Months

It doesn't matter i
where you're going;

LK P ENEn R VEBSTERELOH

http://www.abate.com/

vy
ABATE

ba!
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Join the cause & become a member today !




Ask Our Lawyer
by Rod Taylor - ABATE Legal Services
ABATE FLY AND RIDE OR TIE AND RIDE - NATCHEZ TRACE

‘ ' Long before the Fly and Ride Program that made motorcycling across the
country easier, long ago, others had an idea that made fraveling the

Natchez Trace workable.

Back in the 1820's Midwesterners needed to haul the corn crop to New Or-
leans. Economy required that the corn crop would be distilled (easier to transport) so they would
flat boat the current of the Ohio and Mississippi all the way at about 4-5 mph. Steering away from
the shoals and other water hazards. Once in New Orleans, these whiskey pioneers would sell the
flat boat for scrap. As an aside many buildings in New Orleans were built using flat boat timber
from Indiana, lllinois and Ohio. Most hiked back to the Midwest taking the Natchez Trace, which
runs from Natchez to Nashville Tn. and is still the perfect motorcycle run. During the depression,
the WPA tackled the road and turned it into a national treasure. No large vehicles or semis are
allowed. Just passenger cars, small frucks and of course motorcycles. It is one of those roads you
need to ride before you die.

Back to the story of “Tie and Ride”. Rather than walking back to lllinois, Indiana, or Ohio some
would pony up for a mule or donkey and split the bill. One would start out riding the mule/donkey
and would soon be far ahead of the walker. The deal was - at noon the rider would tie up the
mule/donkey and start walking. When the first walker reached the fied-up mule he would ride un-
til he caught the walker that tied the mule. At nightfall the fravelers would camp for the night,
have supper, and start the “tie and ride” all over again the next day. Hence the term *“tie and
ride".

Have wondered if one of the Harley execs knew the history of the Natchez Trace and just modern-
ized it to ‘fly and ride”?

EVERY MOTORCYCLIST SHOULD RIDE THE NATCHEZ TRACE BEFORE THEY DIE

444 fabulous miles and no commercial traffic. That means no semis, no billooards, no lawyer ad-
vertising, no power lines, no road alligators, no crossroads to get hit in - just pure backroad riding
for 10 hours at 50 mph. Plan on two days and if you are heading south, start in Nashville and if you
are heading North start in Natchez.

If you want food or a hotel you have to get off the Trace, there are no gas stations or conven-
ience stores. Some of the restaurants are famous and good. Fried chicken is the best-ever and
the barbeque is a close second. You can visit a cypress swamp with real alligators - not the road
kind. Windsor Ruins is a freat, and the old town of French Camp is a step back in wonder. Stop in
Tupelo and pay your respects to the birthplace of Elvis. Morgan Freeman'’s place is just off the
Trace and stopping in Vicksburg is a must as it was a key battle during the Civil War. The town
reigns as a crown jewel for southern style cooking. If you are a biscuits and gravy person, you
might not leave. And you can visit the stand where Meriwether Lewis of Lewis and Clark fame shot
himself. Once you get to Natchez you might as well head on down to New Orleans following the
Great River Road. Almost Heaven.

MAP OF THE TRACE IS NEXT PAGE

RIDE INSURANCE FOR A CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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RIDE INSURANCE FOR A CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Q. As a board member of a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization that raises money for injured bikers,
are board members liable for injuries that occur during the event?2 ABATE of lllinois member.

A. Good question. Normally Board members would be immune from lawsuits concerning an inci-
dent involving the charitable corporation. But make sure that the charitable organization is acting
like a corporation and complying with its legal requirements.

Most states including lllinois, Indiana and Ohio provide immunity to those who serve on charitable
boards. Otherwise, the fear of personal liability would deter many from serving worthwhile causes.
As an aside most homeowner insurance policies provide coverage when a board member is sued
personally. So, call your insurance agent to check for coverage. If your insurance agent says you
don't have coverage - consider getting another insurance agent. At least call your agent and
inquire if you have coverage, and if not can you get it2 It should be dirt cheap as there is little ex-
posure to the insurance company. - Rod

QUESTIONS AS TO TRAILER LIABILITY

Many ABATE/MRQ’S own frailers that are used for ABATE/MRO business only, but many do not own
towing vehicles. The concern is, how ABATE should handle potential liability when it is alleged that
the trailer was a cause of an injury/crash. Most MRQO’s maintain frailer tires, lights, brakes and the
like and are responsible if there is a failure of those items that causes a problem. Meaning if there
is a failure, your organization could get sued. Usually the insurance policy of the volunteer towing
vehicle for ABATE provides primary coverage for any occurrence alleging a malfunction of the
trailer, but a key issue is — how much coverage? If the driver has the state minimum, that may be
woefully inadequate to take care of serious injury/significant property damage. You know - like
the investment banker in a 300k Ferrari.

| recommend the following: 1. Maintain an ABATE/MRO policy that prohibits non-ABATE/MRO use.
In other words, the frailer is not loaned out for use by others. 2. Establish minimum limits of insur-
ance policy coverage for those who tow the ABATE trailer and to provide evidence of this cover-
age (a copy of the Declaration Page of the policy is fine).

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



3. Make sure that the General Liability Policy of ABATE/MRO provides excess coverage above the
limit of the towing vehicle. If it doesn’t, your MRO is exposed and your MRO should investigate the
cost of acquiring such a policy. If you can’t afford one, then require higher limits for your volun-
teer tow venhicles.

PLUMB AND SQUARE AND LEVEL? — NOT IN THE WORLD OF MOTORCYCLING
WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU GET TO THE EDGE - JAY JACKSON

Q. The other day a semi came up behind me and passed me a little too close for comfort. The
wind blast pushed me off the road onto the shoulder. Since | am a long-time biker, | was ready for
a change in pavement. What | wasn't ready for was the sharp drop-off between the highway
and the shoulder. The highway department had replaced the pavement and milled the top layer
of the shoulder. Creating a three-to-four-inch drop from the highway surface to the shoulder.
When | attempted to climb back onto the roadway, the bike got caught on the lip resulting in loss
of confrol. What is the best way to climb uneven pavement on a motorcycle¢ ABATE OF INDIANA
member.

A. No doubt that trying to get over a raised pavement is difficult. Often the best thing is to stop,
wait until there's a break in the traffic, and slowly bring the bike back onto the roadway. Come
at it at as close to a 90-degree angle as possible. The closer you are to going straight at it, the bet-
ter the bike will climb the drop-off. Conversely, the closer you are to paralleling the drop-off, the
more likely you are to catch the wheel on the drop-off and dump the bike.

Jay Jackson, Executive Director — ABATE OF INDIANA, suggests some good ways to handle similar
sifuations. He notes that the Motorcycle Safety Foundation recommends a process for going over
objects that we are unable to avoid by stopping or going around. You must determine if it is possi-
ble to surmount the obstacle. You should be able to ride over a two by four from a contractor’s
truck, but obviously that won't work with a sofa that fell off a furniture truck. You want to ap-
proach the object at an angle as close to 90 degrees as possible. If you don’t have your protfrac-
tor handy, just try to contact it close to square. Control your path of fravel by looking to where you
want to go. Look well ahead and toward your escape route, don't look down or at the obstacle.
If it is that important, go back and look at it after you've gotten over it and parked.

Jay also says to use a specific method to surmount the obstacles. Rise slightly off the seat. Keep
your knees bent and against the tank. Bending your knees has them working like shock absorbers
and allows the motorcycle to move beneath you without bouncing your feet off the pegs. Roll on
the throttle. A slight bit of acceleration just before the obstacle, combined with shifting your
weight to the rear, will lighten the front wheel to provide for more travel in the suspension. When
the front tire contacts the obstacle, roll off the throttle. Now you can breathe again.

Once you've gotten back on the road, you should do a couple of more things. The first is to in-
spect your bike and then contact your ABATE Legal Services team and report the hazard. As you
know by now, the Legal Service team maintains a website, hitps://www.roadhazard.org, to frack
these problems and report them to the proper authorities. Our experience has been that once
the government entity is on notice, the hazard gets corrected quickly.

GOOD HEARTED NEIGHBORS? FINAGLING FOR MY INHERITANCE - REMEDY

Q. My mother lives out of state and has been assisted in her activities by the next-door neighbors.
My mother has a will that leaves her estate (not large, but a nice chunk of change) to her chil-
dren and grandchildren, but | recently found out that she may be attempting to change her will
to leave her estate to the next-door neighbors. What can | do to prevent her from doing that?e
ABATE OF OHIO MEMBER.


https://www.roadhazard.org

A. Unless you want to take drastic measures, there’'s not much you can do to prevent someone
from changing a will. Any competent person can execute a will, so unless you can have your
mother declared legally incompetent, you can’t prevent the execution of a new will.

There are alternatives. A will can be disregarded by the court if there has been “undue influence’

with your mother during the drafting of the “new” will. That is, if your mother was being manipulat-
ed or coerced into changing the terms of the will or the beneficiaries of her will. If you can pro-
duce evidence that your mother was being unduly influenced by her neighbors to change her
will, then the court may throw out the *new” will and probate your mother’s “old” will. But that
usually involves litigation and is an uncertain and expensive process. | suggest your mother needs
more atftention and love.

Ride Safe.
Rod Taylor

ABATE Legal Services

www.abatelegal.com

All questions from ABATE members are answered confidentially unless otherwise authorized and then only after the
matter is concluded, except when authorization for publication anonymously or otherwise is given for pending mat-
ters. Call us at 1-(800)-25-RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: RodTaylor@abatelegal.com. © 2024.
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Ride With The Leaders

CARB

Withdraws Electric Motorcycle Plan

December 6, 2024 - Washington DC

Friday, in a dramatic move, the California Air Resources Board (CARB)
announced they would not be proceeding with proposed standards re-
quiring half of all new motorcycles sold in the state be electric within the
next decade. In a statement, CARB said, “The proposed amendments to
on-road motorcycles (ONMC) emission standards and test procedures
and adoption of new provisions relating to ONMCs have been with-
drawn.”

This is a maijor victory for those who believe consumers should be free to
choose whatever engine type they want. This move to withdraw the pro-
posed plan comes after two hearings, one in January and one in Octo-
ber on this topic were canceled.

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is pleased by CARB's decision to
withdraw its plan to mandate the sale of electric motorcycles. MRF Presi-
dent, Kirk "Hardtail” Willard stated, “It's nice to see policymakers admit a
mistake and withdraw a plan that was flawed from the outset.” He also
added a note of caution, “Let’'s remember CARB reserves the right to ad-
just, amend and resubmit similar plans like this in the future. We won a
bafttle, but the war rages on. We must stay vigilant, in defense of the in-
ternal combustion engine.”
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1)... To initiate , endorse and sponsor ed-
ucational programs such as rider safety,
public awareness, legislative and affirma-
tive action and, individual freedoms and

rights.

2)... To create and promote a positive

public image of motorcyclists and motor- MEMBERS PLEASE SUBMIT
cycle groups and to dispel and disprove Articles..Pictures..District Information
media hype, unfounded propaganda Pictures.. Run / Party / Shows
and the “Hollywood” image. This is YOUR publication.

3)... To encourage goodwill and mutual
understanding among motorcyclists, law enjoyingtheride1@aol.com
enforcement personnel and the general
public.

To serve as an information source on
matters pertaining to current laws, pend-
ing legislation, personal rights, political in-
clinations of elected officials and their
constituents, and voter awareness.

To act as a central responsive agen-
cy to devise and coordinate recreation-
al, legislative, educational, and charita-
ble activities
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The MRF’s primary goals include: : . x : >>>>>>>>>> >>>>>’>>>>‘>

Monitoring and influencing federal legislation for any
impact on the motorcycling community at large

*  Representing street motorcyclists by participating in
federal research and advisory committees

*  Protecting street motorcyclists from unfair or bur-
den some federal agency restrictions and regulations

*  Ending discrimination against street motorcyclists

*  Providing all street motorcyclists with direction and
information to protect their motorcycling rights

*  Promoting motorcycling safety, training, education,
licensing and public awareness on American roads

FREEDOMS FEDERALLY

WHO WE ARE

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation is the Nation’s . DEPEND UN "'
premiere motorcyclists’ rights organization that ’
is chiefly concerned with issues at the national :

and international levels that impact the freedom MHF uns

and safety of American street motorcyclists. VWe ot

are also committed to educating rights advocates The Motorcycle Riders Foundation

to improve effectiveness at the state and local ' . 0. Box 9090
levels. The MRF works together with street - Peoria, IL. 61612
motorcyclists, State Motorcyclists’ Rights Orga- 202-546-0983

nizations (SMROs), the motorcycle industry, the Ride with the
media and other organizations, assisting them
with state and local agendas as well as work-
ing with them to influence action and policy in
Washington, DC - from the Congress to govern-
ment departments and agencies to the Office of
the President of the United States.VVe also work
with allies in Canada, Europe and Asia to influ-
ence talks on vehicle globalizationand harmo-
nization that are proceeding under the United
Nations and the World Health Organization.

Mail to: Motorcycle Riders Foundation — PO Box 9090 — Peoria, IL 61612 — Phone: 202,546.0983 — www.med.org — mrfoffice@mif.org
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