ABATE of Ohio’s Freedom Rally 2017 hosted by Region 8
Region 8’s Rusty Pierce, Deputy Director & Tim Cordray, Director (green hats, L‐R)
pictured with Rolling Thunder, Chapter 2 from the Akron, Ohio area.

R14 Rachael’s Ride 8.12.17
State Event ~ Sturgis East Run 8.12.17
MRF’s Meeting of the Minds ~ Page 21

More Events Inside...

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Mary K Johnson
330-533-3765
DD-Open
Columbiana County—Open
Mahoning County– Open
Portage/Summit Counties
Trumbull County—Open
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
Adam Trembley 740-487-0456
DD Eric Bolyard 740-252-6890
Coshocton County
Connie Northrup
Guernsey County
Brenda Foraker
Licking County
Eric Bolyard
740-252-6890
Holmes County
Open
Knox County
Open
Muskingum County
Dennis Robbins
Region 03
Dana Frost
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
William Zizelman
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

419-230-4969
419-230-4969

937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-966-9131
Defiance County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
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Fayette County
Highland County

B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

Jackson County
Open
Meigs County
Open
Washington County Open

Open
Open

Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6926
Champaign/Clark Counties
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Montgomery County
Scott Plassenthal
937-219-3725
Preble County
Dale Yingling
513-309-9290

Region 07
Ron Sears
419-463-8484
DD– Vivian Adams 419-665-2725
Erie County
Open
‘Huron County
Open
Lucas County
Open
Ottawa County
Open
Sandusky County
Open
Seneca County
Open
Wood County
Open
Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-946-0911
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681

Region 12
Charles Jason Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles Jason Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open
Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Open
Crawford County
Matt Gardner
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Dixie Brown
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes

Medina County
Garret Robison
330-278-2714
Richland County
Deborah Stephens 419-689-9459
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
419-722-9941
419-971-6767
419-937-4341

800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644

www.abate.com
State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

740-360-0760
614-560-9229
740-504-5287
419-294-8066

Region 16
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
DD–Wayne Snyder 330-317-0643
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
330-317-0643
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
Lorain County
Wayne Snyder
330-317-0643

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

Region 09
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
DD Cynthia Piper 614-747-0788
Delaware County
Open
Franklin County
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
Madison County
Open
Pickaway County
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Open
Union County
Open
Region 10
Phil Weber
614-273-5313
Hocking County
Open
Fairfield County
Open
Perry County
Open
Vinton County
Open
Morgan County
Open
Noble County
Open
Region 11
Call State office 800-25-BIKER
Athens County
Open
Lawrence County
Open
Gallia County
Open
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Hello Freedom Fighters! August and
we are in the heart of riding season here
in the Great State of Ohio, Look Twice
ABATE
Save A Life, it might be your own.
of Ohio, Inc.
Looking back I was honored to be able to
enjoy interacting with many of our Loyal
COB Corner
Friends and Members having a good old
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
time at the Region 8 Freedom Rally. At
Chairman of the Board
the Rally Friday afternoon a Monster
Thunder Storm rolled in and pounded
the grounds with a fierce 30 minute
downpour and I witnessed an electric
transformer being struck by lightning,
what a light show, Amazing! A few more light showers through the evening hours
and then it cleared off and we had a superb Saturday for all the events on the
schedule for the day. Thank You Region 8 for a basket full of great memories I
gathered during the Region 8 Freedom Rally 2017.
I would also like to Thank the American Motorcyclist Association, for letting us be
a part of their Vintage Motorcycle Days @ the Mid Ohio Raceway in Lexington, Ohio,
and the Antique Motorcycle Club of America for letting us be a part of the Wauseon
National, and also the Wetzel Motorcycle Cub for making us welcome @ Wetzelland
2017 in Grover Hill, Ohio. And a heartfelt Thank You, to all the volunteers who
helped Staff these huge Events, during the Month of July.
August 12th Region 9 will be co hosting their revitalized Sturgis East Run in
conjunction with American Legion Post #490 in Whitehall, Ohio and on the same day
Region 14 will make a run at hosting Rachael’s Ride for their first time in Fostoria
Ohio, two great runs in different parts of the State, and even more fun rides coming
up in September, so stay tuned and I will meet you down the road.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.

United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

STATE BOARD MEMBERS

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

www.abate.com

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org
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Chairman of the Board: Jim Elgin
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman: Ed Schetter
ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague
Ex Officio Officer: Mike Noe
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Treasurer: Kim Chafin
Secretary: Cindy Balach
Deputy Directors: A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl
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State Security Dir.: John Shankster
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Office Staff: Chris Winchester
Ohio MRF Rep: Jim Elgin
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ABATE
of Ohio, Inc.
Executive Director
Ed
“Enjoying the Ride”
Schetter

Here we are in the dog days of summer. Hard to
believe Labor Day is right around the corner and then the end
of summer.
For ABATE of Ohio 2 critical things happen at the
September State Board of Director’s meeting:
1. Event Sanctioning. Get your events planned
and on the schedule for next year. Plan early and
get our events on people’s calendars ahead of all the
other events that are put on every weekend. Get to
a region or county meeting, volunteer and help
make our events the best they can be. And
remember this many times gives us the public
visibility we need.
2. Nominations of Next year’s officers. A time to
thank those who have served as an officer at any
level. Also A time to welcome those stepping up and
saying it’s my turn to take the reins as an officer. If
you think it’s time to step up and be an officer, get
to a region or county meeting and get your name on
the ballot. Or go to the meeting and goat rope a
friend you feel would be a benefit to the
organization into being on the ballot. (don’t worry,
getting goat roped happens to the best of us at one
time or another)

people wear). This reminded me of how important a job we
do here in ABATE. Only 1 out of 33 1/3 people (it’s tough if
you’re the 1/3 person) are willing to stand up and defend the
rights and freedoms of all motorcyclists. Many of the issues
we fight or want to change may seem motorcycle related to
most, but taking away any form of freedom might open that
door on a bigger issue. Good thing most ABATE members I’ve
run into are neither shy nor quiet. With this being the Year of
the Member it’s a great time to get more people involved.
The Meeting of the Minds is in Williamsburg, VA this
year. The flyer is somewhere in this great magazine. Many of
you attended your first one last year when we hosted. There
is no better place to polish the skills needed to defend our
rights.
And finally, Have you bought a ticket or 5 on the
ABATE of Ohio Foundation’s Raffle Bike (Free membership if
you buy 5 at once). Make plans to be at Margaritaville in San‐
dusky on August 26th for the drawing. We will have a bike
show and other events going on during the day leading up to
the bike giveaway.
Enjoying the Ride,
Ed Schetter
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio Inc.
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com

Nationwide only 3 percent of Americans belong to a
freedom fighting organization (explains the 3% and III% logos

www.abate.com
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Greetings, All:
The
summer is blitzing
right on by, plenty
ABATE
of great riding to
of Ohio, Inc.
be had, and great
destinations to
Government Relations
ride to. As far as
Director
things on the legislative front,
Kolman Fuzy
there are some
lingering issues
and a few new
ones coming
down the pike. Our Road Guarding Bill has not been forgotten, we are working with the Co-sponsors, Reps. Green and
Landis on revising the bill to make it more palatable for the
safety forces that are objecting to it. This is a work in progress. As more details are available, you will get the info.
Also, as I stated in last month's article, I have had a discussion
with the legislative aide to Senator Kunze regarding the introduction of legislation giving motorcycles the ability to treat
malfunctioning traffic signals as stop signs, similar to the bicycle legislation recently passed. There has been no further discussion on this, but now that the budget issue has been dealt
with, I am going to once again address this issue. In addition,
new legislation is being proposed by Rep. Goodman regarding
the wearing of earplugs for hearing protection. I met with the
Representative and had a productive session with him on this
topic. While this was not brought to the table by Abate, we are
obviously in favor of supporting this legislation. Movement
on this issue won't happen till the fall, but once again, as any
new information becomes available, you will hear about it.
One issue in Louisiana regarding "masked" motorcyclists being ticketed for wearing helmets that obscure their
faces is being addressed by a bill that would exempt safety
helmets. In Louisiana, it is illegal for anyone to cover their
face with masks or hoods, except during Mardi Gras , Halloween or for religious reasons. In certain cases, "overzealous"
law officers have been ticketing riders for wearing full face

www.abate.com

helmets that obscure their faces. Giving tickets for wearing a
helmet that is required by Louisiana law is the height of absurdity and the legislation would correct this.
As always, please avail yourselves of the websites
out there to keep yourself informed of the issues: MRF, AMA,
Abate and NCOM websites will keep you up to speed.
Know your rights, keep yourself informed, knowledge is power!
Respectfully submitted,
Kolman Fuzy
legislativedirector@abate.com
614-332-0198

OutSpokin’
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Hi Friends,
We are half
way through the riding
season and it’s time to
ABATE
look at the stats. In
of Ohio, Inc.
2017 we have had 1400
Safety & Education
crashes and 42 fatalities, and in 2016 we
Director
had 1834 crashes and
Mike Stock
77 fatalities. If we stay
on this track we could
finish the year at let’s
say 100 fatalities. That would be “Half” of last year. Wouldn’t
that be great? Looking at the overall stats, Motorcyclists are a
fault 55.9% of the time. Yes, over half of us do it to ourselves.
What can we do to help this? Remember the things that we
have learned over the years of riding. Don’t take what we do
for granted. Scan ahead, check your mirrors, use your turn
signals, slow down and always remember to do your pre-ride
check. With our reputation and all, something that we can
boast about is we have only had 114 crashes and 12 fatalities,
to date, due to alcohol. That is way down from our past.
It is never too late to take some time and take the
Motorcycle Ohio riding class. Chuck and the crew have been
working hard getting the Motorcycle Ohio More class up and
running. If you don’t know, Motorcycle Ohio has created its
own curriculum. It is structured to Ohio riding conditions and
will teach us more about our road conditions. Go to the web
site and check out the new classes and schedules at
www.motorcycleohio.gov or call 1-800-83-Rider. If you have
never taken a class you will learn something and if your passenger wants to become a better passenger, go and take a
class. You will see a difference.
As I have found in my trips this year, the weather
has been playing with us. In the spring nice warm days ended
up not being that warm and you needed that coat that you did
not bring. The nice dry and warm days we ended up finding
developed some rain and some of us had no rain gear. The
point is that you always need to be prepared for all conditions.
If you get too cold your reaction time is slower and if the rain
gets into your eyes you can’t see. Remember, in the first 15
min to half hour of a rain, the roads are the slipperiest. Stop,
take a break and put your gear on, or just wait for the oils to
be washed off the roads. And with the rain showers you get
gravel washing out on the roadways. Slow down.

www.abate.com

Distracted Driving, Drunk Driving and Drugged
Driving are still major problems to Motorcycle riders. In
Toledo they are now writing tickets for cell phone use. We
have not heard yet how it is going but the prosecutor is prosecuting. We will keep you informed. With drivers on the road
distracted or under the influence, we need to be ready to react
at any time and be alert to what may happen. If you ever see a
Safe Communities event, go check it out and see what you can
do to help make our roads safer.
In the past I have talked about the flood walls in
Portsmouth. They have murals on them of all different subjects, but the Motorcycle mural is my favorite. Steubenville
also has a lot of murals on walls of buildings throughout the
town. I have not been there as of yet but at Gallipolis and
across the river there are supposed to be some great murals.
Hope to get down that way soon, will keep you posted. If
anyone finds some nice murals take a picture and send it to
me.
This is the month that we all need to come together
and support the ABATE of Ohio Foundation Raffle Bike. If
you have not gotten your ticket this year and would like to
support Motorcycle Awareness and Safety call me and I will
send you a ticket. They are only $10.00 per ticket, buy 5 tickets and you get a free ABATE membership, and you get a
chance on a 2017 Ultra-Limited Low, trailer, docking system,
storage box and 10% off your next trip to Signature Harley.
The drawing is Saturday, August 26th at The Original Margaritaville, Sandusky Ohio. The day will be full of Music, Bike
Show, Road ride, Raffles of all kinds and Great food. For info
call or email me.
Time to end this. I would like to ask everyone to
support your local motorcycle events. Too many fund raisers
don’t support the motorcyclist but take advantage of our deep
pockets and kindness. Fund raisers are important, but so are
motorcycle organizations. Continued support is needed so non
-motorcyclists cannot vote to put helmets on our heads and
take our freedoms away.
Ride with in your limits
Mike Stock
Safety and Education Director
Mikestock419@gmail.com
419-654-5446
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NEWS FROM THE STATES: TEXAS – Motorcycle
Safety Fund SLASHED
We received word from our partners in Texas this week that
the Governor eliminated half of the funding for the Department of Public Safety Motorcycle Safety Unit for the 20182019 calendar years. This set the Motorcycle Safety program
back to 2005 levels; a scary thought when motorcyclist fatalities are increasing. Knowing the funding is vital, your MRF
helped to spread the word by alerting our members in the State
and drafting letters to be sent to both federal and state lawmakers as well as the Governor through our software program. In
the meantime, our brothers and sisters in Texas are keeping the
pressure up on lawmakers communicating that this is unacceptable. If you live in Texas or have family and friends in the
state who ride, send them this link and ask for their help! It
takes about 2 minutes and helps get us on the record as being
OPPOSED!
TELL THE TEXAS GOVERNOR TO RESTORE FUNDING
FOR MOTORCYCLE SAFETY!
Do you have state news you want to pass along? Send your
updates to Megan@mrf.org
MRF NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Help for Texas,
Anti-Profiling Sponsors Grow...

That 4 grew to 7 during Bikers Inside the Beltway. Then we
blasted the hill with constituent letters through our software…
over 1800 letters were sent to almost every lawmaker in
Washington. And guess what? That list of 7 has now doubled
to 14. And all it took was a couple of clicks. It’s not perfect,
but it’s a start.
These letters and communications help get us there. You’ve
heard me say it before – the squeaky wheel gets the grease. So,
take 2 minutes out of your day, and send a letter to your lawmaker. Right now, on our website you can send letters to your
elected officials on profiling, the RPM Act and the Texas decision to slash motorcycle safety funding. And all it takes is a
few minutes. So…bottom line…NO EXCUSES and start
squeaking
RIDE FREE-

Megan Ekstrom
Vice-President of Government Affairs & Public Relations
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation

Many of you have heard me preach about the fancy new software system the MRF acquired in January. It’s pretty damn
impressive – I can draft a letter about profiling or how critical
funding for motorcycle safety is and then send a link out via
email or Facebook for people to send that letter that I drafted.
It takes almost all of the work out of it for you. Because I
know you have better things to do like work, spend time with
the family or RIDE! Gone are the days where you have to look
up your lawmaker’s phone number or address, write them a
letter, stamp it and mail it. Now you can click on a link (like
the one above) or visit our website http://mrf.org/federallegislative-issues/ and simply type in your name and address.
The software automatically finds your Member of Congress
(at the federal AND state level) based off your address and
then you can click “SUBMIT” after looking at the form letter
that I drafted. You even have the option to edit it and personalize it to make it your own. How long does this take? Less than
2 minutes. Guaranteed. And the best part is…it makes a difference!

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership
at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The
MRF is chiefly concerned with issues at the national and international levels that impact the freedom and safety of American
street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and its
associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its partners
to help educate elected officials and policymakers in Washington and beyond

Take profiling for example. The profiling legislation in the
House (H.Res.318) started out with 4 original cosponsors.

www.abate.com
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E15 gasoline that’s EPA-approved for the majority of their
driving customers -- but no on- or off-road motorcycles or
ATVs appear on the EPA’s list of vehicles approved to use
E15.
ZERO MOTORCYCLES NEW “DON’T WAIT FOR
WASHINGTON” E-BIKE PROGRAM
The recently launched program was created to advocate for
electric motorcycles and assure buyers they will get the
Electric Motorcycle Federal Tax Credit. “Don’t Wait For
Washington” assures “up to $1,869 on a Zero motorcycle if the
government fails to reinstate the Electric Motorcycle Tax
Credit.”
THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law
Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in any kind of
accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-ABIKE.com.

BIKER ANTI-PROFILING MEASURES UNDER
CONSIDERATION IN CONGRESS
H.Res.318/S.Res.154: “Promoting awareness of motorcycle
profiling and encouraging collaboration and communication
with the motorcycle community and law enforcement officials
to prevent instances of profiling,” was referred to the
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and
Investigations on June 2, 2017. Concerned motorcyclists are
encouraged to contact their federal lawmakers in the U.S.
Senate & House of Representatives to co-sponsor and support
these bills.
Under the companion measures in the Senate and House,
“motorcycle profiling” means “the illegal use of the fact that a
person rides a motorcycle or wears motorcycle related apparel
as a factor in deciding to stop and question, take enforcement
action, arrest, or search a person or vehicle with or without
legal basis under the Constitution of the United States.
FEDERAL LEGISLATION COULD PROLIFERATE E15
GAS
Despite objections that the proliferation of E15 gasoline into
the U.S. marketplace will negatively impact every American
who owns a car, lawnmower or boat, two new federal bills
have been introduced to expand availability of the higher
concentrate ethanol fuel.
Senator Deb Fischer (R-NE) and U.S. Representative Adrian
Smith (R-NE) introduced the “Consumer and Fuel Retailer
Choice Act” (S.517 & H.R.1311) amending the Clean Air Act
to allow the sale of E15 (15% blend ethanol gas) during
summer months (June 1 - September 15).
Motorcycle and ATV owners risk damaging their machines by
even inadvertently putting E15 in their tanks, as the higher
blends of ethanol can cause engine and fuel system damage,
void manufacturers’ warranties and violate federal law.
Motorcyclists should also be concerned about the availability
of compatible fuel supplies if gas stations primarily provide

www.abate.com

The initiative serves the dual purposes of driving the
conversation on electric motorcycles forward while legislation
languishes in Washington, and of motivating would-be electric
motorcycle riders to join the e-movement.
Should the federal government fail to reinstate the tax credit by
the end of the year, then Zero will step up and send 10% cash
back to buyers, matching the expired tax credit for new,
eligible 2017 Zero motorcycles.
MAINSTREAM MEDIA PROMOTES RIDERSHIP
According to the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC), a not-for
-profit national trade association, their 2014 rider survey
reports that “56% of Generation Y riders use their motorcycles
as a primary means of transportation,” and that factoid recently
appeared in a Ride To Work Day graphic on the front page of
the June 19 edition of USA Today’s Life section.
“This major mainstream media placement is especially
significant to the MIC as the industry association is actively
promoting motorcycles as transportation and seeking new
generations of riders,” says the MIC communications
department, which has previously worked on Ride to Work
Day segments with “Good Morning America,” ABC’s national
morning news show, and with “The KTLA Morning News,”
the biggest morning news program in Southern California.
The MIC exists to “preserve, protect and promote
motorcycling through government relations, communications
and media relations, statistics and research, aftermarket
programs, AIMExpo, development of data communications
standards, and activities surrounding technical and regulatory
issues.”
LOUISIANA TO TEACH NEW LICENSEES HOW TO
INTERACT WITH POLICE
Louisiana Governor Bel Edwards has signed into law a
requirement that driver education classes must include a
segment on interacting with police in their course curriculum.
Introduced by Senators Ryan Gatti (R-Bossier), Wesley Bishop
(D-New Orleans) and Gary Smith Jr. (D-Norco) on March 20,
2017, SB17 “Provides for driver education to include
instruction on appropriate driver conduct when
(Continued on Page 15, NCOM Biker Newsbytes )
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National and Regional News
WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Trade Representative
Robert Lighthizer told a congressional committee he will
not remove motorcycles from a proposed import tariff while
negotiations continue in a dispute with the European Union
over U.S. beef imports. He said he was “sympathetic” to
American motorcyclists, dealerships and others, but he refused to take action. “He has chosen the U.S. beef industry
over American motorcyclists and Americans who own and
operate motorcycle dealerships,” said AMA President and
CEO Rob Dingman. At issue is a proposed 100 percent tariff
on 51cc to 500cc motorcycles imported to the United States
from manufacturers in the European Union. The bikes are
included in a long list of products that would be the subject of
tariffs as part of the long-running dispute over U.S. beef imports. For more information, click here.
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S. House Committee on
Natural Resources passed a bill would reopen the Clear
Creek Management Area in California for off-highway
vehicle use. H.R. 1913, the Clear Creek National Recreation
Area and Conservation Act, was introduced by U.S. Rep.
Jimmy Panetta (D-Calif.) and co-sponsored by Reps. Jeff
Denham (R-Calif.), David Valadao (R-Calif.) and Paul Cook
(R-Calif.). This legislation would direct the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management to reopen Clear Creek, closed in 2008, but
once was considered among the premier OHV recreation sites
in the country, attracting thousands of visitors annually. The
bill also would protect 21,000 acres of BLM land adjacent to
Clear Creek by designating the area the Joaquin Rocks Wilderness.
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke
stressed the need to update transportation infrastructure
on public lands and reduce the multi-billion dollar maintenance backlog. His comments came during a congressional
budget hearing June 22. Part of his plan is to create a public/
private partnership for transportation on public lands that
would provide access unavailable to those not using the tour
bus. Zinke also said entrance fee adjustments would help
alleviate some of the maintenance backlog.
State News
PLACERVILLE, Calif. — Eldorado National Forest officials have extended through July 21 their recruitment
effort to fill seats on a federal resource advisory committee responsible for recommending selected projects on national forest land within El Dorado County. Applicants must
represent at least one of 15 interests within three categories
legislated by the Secure Rural Schools and Community SelfDetermination Act of 2000. Seated committee members generally serve a term of four years and include people represent-
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ing timber and non-timber product harvesting, energy and
minerals, developed and dispersed recreation, Native Americans, local, regional and national environmental organizations, teachers, archaeological and historical, grazing and
other special permits, watershed associations, wildlife or
hunting organizations, and local officials among other interests. Applicants must submit a cover letter, interest form and
a background check form to the Forest Service prior to being
considered for the committee. Information about the Secure
Rural Schools Act, RAC committee make-up and function,
membership sideboards and committee application materials
may be found at www.fs.usda.gov/eldorado.
O’NEALS, Calif. — The Madera County Board of Supervisors nixed a plan for a 1,000-acre OHV park that would
have provided riding opportunities for motocross and other
OHV activities.
TWENTYNINE PALMS, Calif. — The Johnson Valley
Shared Use Area will be closed to the public Aug. 11-25,
while the Marine Corps conducts training to support a largescale exercise. It was determined the window of closure for
military use could be shortened from the previous announcement of August 1-30, 2017, after the Marine Corps refined
the scope of training.The closure period will include the time
required to ensure the Shared Use Area is clear of recreation
activity prior to training and to confirm the land is clear of
hazards prior to reopening the land for public access. The
adjacent Johnson Valley OHV Recreation Area will remain
open to the public during the closure of the Shared Use Area.
The Marine Corps will continue to implement robust public
outreach to ensure the public is informed of the temporary
change in land use.
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Trail 665 in Jones Park
is scheduled to officially reopen July 22 with a ribboncutting ceremony featuring officials from the U.S. Forest
Service and El Paso County. Also speaking at the event are
representatives of the Rocky Mountain Field Institute, Colorado Motorcycle Trail Riders Association and Colorado Parks
and Wildlife. The trail has been closed to motorcyclists and
bicyclists for five years. Trails Unlimited is completing work
to connect the trail segments.
STURBRIDGE, Mass. — The AMA is hosting a July 11
meeting on the state’s restrictive OHV registration law.
AMA members, other riders, riding groups and event organizers will discuss the Massachusetts’ requirement that out-ofstate riders register their vehicles in Massachusetts. The law
discourages racing and organized recreational off-road rides
for out-of-state riders. The meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. at
The Sturbridge Host Hotel, 366 Main St., Sturbridge, Mass.
(Continued on Page 17– AMA News and Notes)
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Carriage rides happen scores of times a day in every major city
in this country.
What about the Amish? Are they required to use child safety
seats in their buggies? Where was your son safer – in a seat
restrained in a side-car with helmet, or in an open carriage
pulled by horses? Or in a small car? Parents have the right to
decide, within reason, what is best for the child. In this case,
the officer was out of line and the tickets were unwarranted.
When Graham posed the same question to the local Chief of
Police, the Chief responded:
I will not give you a definite answer on that. There are many
factors involved. ... I guess to use a court term, it would deA. Most homeowner's/fire insurance policies have an exclu‐
pend on the "totality of the circumstances". - Chief.
sion for "unlicensed motorcycles/autos". So if you want your
Not very informative from the supervisor of the cop who wrote
restoration project covered you must call your insurance com‐ the ticket. If the freaking Chief of Police can’t tell you when
pany and request that the "project" be specifically scheduled it’s legal to have your child in a sidecar under the existing
on your homeowners insurance policy. The charge is usually
statute, the statute is unconstitutionally vague and needs to be
modest. Failure to get this bike scheduled will leave you with‐ changed
out insurance on your bike if it is destroyed by fire. Interest‐
Breaking up – with your landlord, too
ingly, if the motorcycle has been totally disassembled into
Q: I'm an ABATE member. My ex and I had been living to‐
parts, a good argument could be made that under most
homeowner policies, the parts would have been covered. But gether and just broke up. We signed a lease together on an
apartment. I moved out this week and I called my landlord
as to a completed bike, not so. A long time ABATE member
and told him. What do I need to do to make sure nothing
from Springfield, Illinois discovered this the hard way.
comes back on me? Thanks for your help.
"Digger" was restoring his vintage bike when his garage
caught fire and destroyed his prized possession. His insurance A: I understand that you signed the lease as did your ex. That
means you have promised to do what the lease says. Unless
carrier took a hard line and denied coverage for his bike.
Moral of the story: call your insurance company and ask them the lease lets you off the hook when you move out, you are
whether the unlicensed bike is covered. If they say yes– send bound by the terms. If your ex fails to pay the rent, you are
a confirming email/letter. If they say no, acknowledge to your‐ responsible. If your ex damages the apartment, you may have
to pay for the repair. You could ask the landlord to take you
self that you are going bare (no coverage) or get the bike
off the lease. The worst thing he can say is no. If he says yes,
scheduled on your policy for the proper value.
get that in writing. If he says no make sure he has your ad‐
dress and agrees to notify you of any violations of the lease by
A Parent Using Common Sense Should Decide?
your ex. If the landlord will not let you off the lease, by all
Graham, an ABATE of OHIO member, posed the following
means be on your guard when your ex moves out. There could
question to several including ABATE LEGAL.
be issues regarding damage above normal wear and tear. You
could be jointly on the hook for that with your ex. Of course,
Q. Please advise me as to what age, in the eyes of the Ohio
Laws, it will be legal to transport my child in my sidecar. I had you have rights against your ex for that cost, but that could
my small child in my sidecar and received a ticket for failing to include litigation and lawyers, unless you ex agrees to hold
you harmless and pay.
have him in a child restraint.
Grand‐dad's Harley‐Davidson WLA – Is it Covered?
Q. You are restoring your grandfather's WLA. It is not plated/
licensed because you have taken it all apart in your garage
and have restored it like new. Grand‐dad would be proud. But
before you plate/license the bike, your garage catches fire and
destroys your family heritage. You call your insurance com‐
pany and make a claim for your loss under the fire policy for
your home/garage. They pay for the garage fire loss and all of
the personal property, but deny your claim for the motorcy‐
cle. How can this be?

A. Graham, I believe that the ticket regarding the restraint
Slippery Is as Slippery Does
issue is improper. I understand your son was restrained in his
child seat, and helmeted, for a slow ride along country roads at
no more than 30 mph. I see very little difference in that activity
(Continued on Page 16 - Ask Our Lawyer)
than if you had taken your son for a horse and carriage ride.
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(Continued from Page 12- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
stopped by a law enforcement officer.”
The bipartisan measure was signed by the governor on June 16
as Act No. 286 with an effective date of January 1, 2018.
HANDLEBAR HEIGHT LAW MODIFIED IN MARYLAND
Maryland has become the most recent state to modify or repeal
their antiquated and discriminatory handlebar height law,
which many states enacted in the sixties to provide a law
enforcement tool for pulling over bikers on their choppers.
Governor Larry Hogan approved Senate Bill 668 on May 25,
2017; “Increasing, from 15 inches to 20 inches, the maximum
height that the handlebars of a motorcycle may be above a
specified part of the motorcycle seat in order for a person to
lawfully operate the motorcycle.”
SB668 was introduced February 3, 2017 by lead sponsor
Senator H. Wayne Norman, Jr. (R-D35) and becomes effective
October 1, 2017, and ABATE of Maryland advises to
“Remember that the height is measured from the seat to the
highest point on the handlebars, not from the bottom of the
handlebar to the grips or highest point.”

LICENSE PLATE MOUNTING OPTIONS FOR SOUTH
DAKOTA RIDERS
Effective July 1, 2017, motorcycle owners in South Dakota will
be allowed to mount license plates to their motorcycle “in any
visible manner other than upside down.”
Governor Dennis Daugaard signed Senate Bill 79 into law on
March 9, after overwhelmingly passing through both chambers
of the state legislature.
FAIR WARNING: MOST DRIVERS KNOW THEY’RE BAD
DRIVERS
Millions of drivers admit that they don’t always make thorough
mirrors checks when pulling away, according a driver survey,
with 25% admitting they don’t look in their mirrors when
pulling out into traffic.
Of 2,025 drivers polled, 15% admitted not always looking at
road signs, 68% admit rarely driving with both hands on the
wheel, and over half (52%) believed bad habits such as these
would ensure they failed the driving test if they had to do it
again.

Too many people are injured on the roads due to poor judgment
and a lack of road skills says David Carter, spokesman for
NEW HAMPSHIRE OKAYS COLORED HEADLAMPS FOR Accident Advice Helpline in the U.K., which conducted the
MOTORCYCLES, SAME AS CARS
research, adding: “It is worrying that more people don’t feel
New Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu signed HB458 into
confident in their own skills on the road and feel that they’ve
law on June 8, 2017, an Act relative to motorcycle
developed bad habits which would cause them to not pass their
headlamps. Sponsored by Rep. James Spillane (R-Deerfield), driving test.”
“This bill allows headlamp colors approved by the director of
the division of motor vehicles for automobiles to be considered GONE BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN
approved for motorcycle headlamps,” with an effective date 60 This year has been tragic for our bikers rights family, suffering
days after its passage (August 7, 2017).
the loss of two past NCOM Board of Directors; Butch
Harbaugh (NCOM Legislative Task Force) and Dennis “Big
OREGON ENACTS LAWS EFFECTING TRIKES &
D” Watson (NCOM Region IX), both recipients of the Ron
AUTOCYCLES
Roloff Lifetime Achievement Award (2003 & 2006) in whose
In dealing with the increased popularity of three-wheeled
memory the recent National Coalition of Motorcyclists’
vehicles, Oregon lawmakers have passed two new laws to
NCOM Convention in Reno was dedicated, and now we
make it easier for riders to get in the saddle. House Bill 3125
regretfully report the passing of longtime biker advocate and
was signed into law by Governor Kate Brown on June 14, 2017 Easyriders magazine writer “Twiggy” Blakeboro (73, of
to define an “autocycle” and provides that a person may
Lompoc, CA) who died June 11, 2017. Twiggy was much
operate one without a motorcycle endorsement. The Act takes beloved by his peers and was a past recipient of the NCOM
effect immediately under the Emergency clause.
Silver Spoke Award - Media (1997). “Nuff said.” R.I.P.
Brothers, Ride In Peace.
Sponsored by the Committee on Transportation Policy, under
HB3125 “autocycle” means a motorcycle that: (1) Is
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “If not me, then who?”
manufactured to travel on three wheels; (2) Has a steering
~ USMC 1st Lt Travis Manion (Nov 19, 1980 - April 29, 2007),
wheel for steering control; and (3) Has nonstraddle seating, and upon his second Iraq tour; KIA saving his men from ambush
(4) is equipped with a manufacturer-installed three-point safety (TravisManion.org)
belt or safety harness.
Senate Bill 36 “Provides that Department of Transportation
may waive skills test for person seeking motorcycle
endorsement to operate three-wheeled motorcycle [trike],” and
was also signed by the governor on June 14.
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(Continued from Page 14 - Ask Our Lawyer)

fight the ticket if you have time and the costs are reasonable.
We will help. The law you were charged with violating is de‐
signed for those who lose control by doing something wrong.
Railroad Crossing Discrimination Against Bikers
Your actions in saving yourself and your daughter should be
Q: Ohio member wrote us. Here’s his letter:
I lost control of my motorcycle at a railway crossing commended, not punished. I cannot imagine any well‐thinking
on CR 39 in Tuscarawas, Ohio. Neither my daughter nor myself judge will hold you accountable for this incident. As to the
required any medical treatment as our speed was extremely
police officer that issued the citation, provide me his name
slow. I estimated our speed at 15 to 20 MPH. After crossing
and badge number. His supervisor needs a letter from our
the metal rails, both the front and rear tires of the bike came office. You did not lose control. Control was taken from you by
out from under me. The bike slid through the turn and came
an improperly marked and designed crossing. As you know,
to rest with the front wheel under the guardrail in the oppo‐
many states have limitations on grade crossing angles. Any
site lane. Gnadenhutten police happened on the scene
crossing angle less than 80‐85 degrees is dangerous. Anything
a few minutes later, but as they did not have jurisdiction, the less than 90 degrees should carry a warning. Calculating the
officer radioed the accident to the County Sheriff after dis‐
angle of a railroad crossing at night traveling 55 mph is nearly
cussing the accident with me.
impossible on some crossings, so all states should warn and
The Gnadenhutten officer then told me that be‐
post notices as to the angle of the crossing. If the state will not
cause I didn't need a report for insurance (the bike has a sal‐
post a warning of the dangerous angle, maybe ABATE should
vaged title and I therefore carry only liability/damages re‐
post it with our own signs, especially the crossing that got you.
quired by the State), there were no injuries requiring treat‐
ment and no property damages, the Sheriff’s Department was Motorcyclists Are Screwed Again?
not going to send a unit. My father arrived on the scene with a Towing Protection in Indiana, Illinois and Ohio
chain to help pull the Goldwing from under the guardrail, and I Q: I recently went to see an official at the Illinois Commerce
checked the bike for damages. I was inserting the key to see if Commission to talk about the legality of towing cars from an
it would start when several State Troopers, an ambulance, and apartment complex. I am a tenant and was looking to find out
EMS arrived on scene. Needless to say, the State Trooper cited under what circumstances the owners association can tow
me for ORC 4511.202, failure to maintain reasonable control. someone’s car. While talking to the official I asked about mo‐
torcycles being towed. She told me that the I.C.C. does not
Now this is a crossing I have crossed many times in
both dry and wet weather at even higher speeds without any regulate motorcycles being towed like they do with cars. Does
incident. The speed limit on the road is 55 MPH. I was not in a this mean that my motorcycle can be towed away much easier
hurry and I know that any rail can become slippery when wet. than a car then be charged higher rates because they aren't
It had stopped raining shortly before the accident, but I wasn't regulated. After speaking with an officer from the Illinois Com‐
in a hurry and I had my daughter on. She even commented
merce Commission, he advised me that motorcycles are, in
that I was going slow.
fact, exempt from regulation from the ICC. This is due to the
When I walked back to try and figure out what hap‐ fact that special equipment is needed to tow a motorcycle so
pened, I found the wood lining the metal rails was so slippery towing companies are allowed to charge as they see fit.
that my feet were actually sliding on the wood. The area sur‐ (Which leads me to believe it is more difficult to tow a motor‐
cycle) The exemptions are found under 625 ILCS 5/18, which
rounding the metal tracks was like ice. The air temperature
was 51° F, so ice was not a factor. Evidence of my slow speed states that “this Chapter shall not apply to the relocation of
is that only the plastic was broken on the bike. I rode the bike motorcycles. Such relocation shall be governed by the provi‐
home. Even my headlight and windshield were not broken.
sions of Section 4‐203 of this Code.” Section 4‐203 does not
I believe that the railroad shares some responsibility impose any cost restrictions on towing motorcycles.
for the accident for using material that presents a hazard to
motorcycles when wet. Many other crossings use materials
A: Ron, it looks like we motorcyclists were left off the list of
such as concrete, asphalt, or rubber that have a higher friction protected species in Illinois where the legislature saw fit to
coefficient. There are no warning signs stating crossing can
protect autos from gouging rates. The protecting statute limits
become extremely slippery when wet. I would like to come
the tow bill for cars but does not apply to motorcycles. It
away from this without any points or fine as I haven't been
seems the same pirates gouging cars would want to gouge us
able to find work for nearly a year and a half. I can't afford a
as well. Now the tow companies in Illinois can do it with a
lawyer and the fine is only $120 so it probably isn't worth it
vengeance by saying that the legislature allows them to
anyway. I was hoping to convince the Judge that I exercised
charge what they want. Ohio also has legislation on maximum
"reasonable" control and that other circumstances contrib‐
tow charges, but does not exclude motorcycles. Indiana has
uted to the accident, but I could not find any appeals cases on not enacted any protections against gouging tow bill rates
the internet that apply. Do you have any suggestions or
(maybe the towing companies are kinder and gentler there).
should I just send in the money?
A: Congratulations on a good outcome of your crash. I would
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RYDER, N.D. — Harley-Davidson convinced the town of
Ryder to become “Riders” for this riding season and offered
to teach all 84 residents to ride a motorcycle. Harley-Davidson
Contact grassroots@ama-cycle.org for more information or to
helped refurbish the town's water tower, painting it to mirror
RSVP.
the design of the famous water tower that sits atop HarleyLANSING, Mich. – The state Senate voted to raise
Davidson headquarters in Milwaukee.
registration and training fees for motorcyclists. The annual
registration fee goes from $23 to $25. Initial endorsement fees International News
go from $13.50 to $16, and renewals from $5to $7. The
KORONADAL CITY, Philippines —Guinness World
additional registration fee revenue will go to the motorcycle
Records has officially recognized this city as the new world
safety education program, while some of the endorsement fee
record holder for the most motorcycle engines started
revenue will fund a new program promoting motorcycle
(3,184) and motorcycle horns sounded simultaneously
(3,177), city officials announced. Ben Backhouse, head of
awareness.
records management for Asia Pacific of Guinness World
FRANKLIN, N.C. — The Nantahala Ranger District will
conduct an open house from 6-8 p.m. July 11 at Tartan Hall Records Ltd., said they have approved the city’s application for
to inform the public about the Forest Plan Revision Process on the two world records that were set April 29.
the Nantahala Ranger District and to informally answer
questions on any other local national forest management issues. AMA News
There will be a 15-minute presentation, repeated as necessary, ANAMOSA, Iowa — City officials honored AMA
covering current district activities, as well as a brief overview
Motorcycle Hall of Famer John Parham, by naming a street
of geographic areas before proceeding to one-on-one
after him during the J&P Cycles motorcycle rally today, June
discussions. Subjects in the current Forest Plan include
23. Parham, who founded J&P Cycles and the National
Geographic Areas, Special Interest Areas and a starting point
Motorcycle Museum, passed away on April 20 after a long
for Interface, Matrix, and Back Country Management Areas.
battle with pulmonary fibrosis. He was 62. The June 23
Those attending will find it helpful to review the current Forest dedication included a presentation by Anamosa City
Plan Revision website at www.fs.usda.gov/goto/nfsnc/
Administrator Alan Johnson, the Parham family and a
nprevision.
celebratory first ride on Parham Drive featuring 15
SALEM, Ore. — The governor signed a bill allowing ATV motorcycles. Parham was inducted into the AMA Motorcycle
riders to use certain public roads when to connect one trail Hall of Fame in 2015.
to another. The riders will have to have a driver’s license to
PICKERINGTON, Ohio — The AMA Motorcycle Hall of
travel on these designation ATV Highway Access Routes. A
Fame will welcome five new inductees on Sept. 22 at the
state committee will determine which sections of road to
Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio. The
designate, and signs will be posted to notify riders.
ceremony, which takes place in conjunction with the American
International Motorcycle Expo, will officially induct FMF
Industry News
Racing founder Donnie Emler Sr., off-road racing champion
Eddie Lojak Sr., world motocross champion and Road 2
KENNESAW, Ga. — Yamaha Motor Corp. USA
announced that its Outdoor Access Initiative endowed more Recovery founder Bob Moore, racer and filmmaker Peter Starr
than $100,000 in funds and equipment to several grant
and racer, team owner and publisher John Ulrich. For more
recipients during first quarter of 2017. “This quarter is further
information, click here.
highlighted by Yamaha’s continued support of the National
PICKERINGTON, Ohio — There will be many exciting
Future Farmers of America Foundation and Yamaha’s
competition and entertainment opportunities for those
Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow grant program,” the attending 2017 AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, featuring
company said. Recipients were: Black Hills Jeeps in South
Riders of Kawasaki, at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in
Dakota, Chippewa County Sportsman’s Off-Road Vehicle
Lexington, Ohio, July 7-9. For 2017, AMA Vintage Motorcycle
Association in Michigan, Coalition of Recreational Trail Users Days, featuring Riders of Kawasaki, will celebrate the riders
in Minnesota, Maryland Off-Highway Vehicle Alliance,
and machines that have made Kawasaki motorcycles famous
National Ag Communicators of Tomorrow, National FFA
for more than five decades in America. An annual fundraiser
Foundation, Pennsylvania ATV Trail Development Corp.,
for the nonprofit AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, AMA
Responsible Recreation Foundation in Colorado and TriVintage Motorcycle Days, featuring Riders of Kawasaki,
County ATV Recreation & Rescue Association Inc. in
features vintage motorcycle racing, bike shows, seminars, demo
Pennsylvania.
rides, a swap meet with nearly 1,000 independent vendors and
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Kawasaki Motors Corp. moved much more. Tickets are available for purchase at
its Engine Division’s research and development wing to the www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com (click on “Tickets”) or at
division’s headquarters in Grand Rapids, Mich., where it just
the gate. A weekend pass is $60, a single-day admission for
completed a multimillion dollar renovation of its facility. Since Friday or Saturday is $40 and a single-day admission for
1995, R&D has been located in Marysville, Mo., where the
Sunday is $35. Kids 12 and under get in free. Visit
majority of its engines are manufactured. The result, the
www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com for more information.
company hopes, is a streamlined market-based development
“funnel” where market research and information on OEM
customer needs, trends and desires seamlessly flow into the
R&D department.
(Continued on Page 25 - AMA News and Notes)
(Continued from Page 13 - AMA News and Notes)
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THE NAVIGATOR

(Continued from page 16 - Ask Our Lawyer)
Also, some local cities and towns may have ordinances that
regulate tow fees. Keep me posted – we may need a law.

Hi All:

Sorry about no article last month, I had some lovely
scratches on my corneas and it was no fun at all. Couldn’t
Weird Wind – Bane of Motorcyclists
see, had to stay off the bike, all kinds of fun stuff. BUT, we
Many bikers go off the road violently and do not
did get to go on vacay, so it’s all good.
make it. Many assume they just lost it. I have another theory
We didn’t take a motorcycle vacay this year as our
– weird wind. Dave Wilkerson is a member of ABATE of Illi‐
dog is getting up there in years and we wanted to take her
nois, and a biker’s biker – a motorcyclist perfected. He also
with us and we also volunteered at two “animal rescues”.
happens to be a pilot – not just a pilot, but an airline trans‐
Met a sister in the fight for bikers’ rights (she made us one
port commercial pilot. When it comes to wind, he knows all
helluva dinner Friday nite). Lots of laughter, swappin stories,
you need to know. Except a while back, Mother Nature threw etc.
him a new one – "weird wind." It was a hot day – real hot,
A statement was made that kinda caught me off
gusty, on the flats of Illinois; just perfect for dust devils, wind guard. She said that she sometimes feels she shouldn’t be
shear – all the weird winds.
speaking for bikers as she rides on the back and that really
Running good speed down the state highway, he
got me to thinking. We then talked about the fact that pas‐
noticed the violent wind from the left and the front end
sengers can also be hurt in a crash, are sent flying over the
climb up first – then the rear wheel oscillation next; then a
heads of the operator, etc. After this session, the guys
violent high side to the right. He may have been shoved to
jumped in and said we were a second pair of eyes back there
the right and just lost it. Who knows?
and that we may see things they missed and vice/versa, we
Looks like he may be back to walking, riding and
could help with directions, etc. The guys were also in total
flying in a few, if he is lucky. What happened and how do we agreement that no matter where you sit on the bike, you are
learn from his experience? Jay Jackson, Executive Director of a biker and have a voice. If we all don’t speak for us, passen‐
ABATE of Indiana and a MSF Chief Instructor, blames the
gers and operators, it’s our fault we don’t win our battles.
incident on a microburst that nailed Dave. Whatever it was – We have so many battles we need all the help we can get.
it was invisible.
I’m glad she brought that up, tho, because it did need talked
Bikers and pilots suffer the same exposure. Years
about.
ago, I was flying with a buddy in a Cessna 140. He too is a
Again, I’m so lucky to have friends that operate and
hard core biker. I asked him about his greatest fear with fly‐
ride on the back and no one cares, we just want you along
ing. He said "weird wind." What can you do to avoid it? Be
with us. So just remember, no matter where you sit, front,
aware of weather that causes wind shear and microbursts,
back, side car, etc., we all are bikers, it’s all of our fight and
but other than that, it is like getting hit by lightning. To avoid we all will stick together.
that, you have to stay home, but that is not like us, is it?
Next month I’ll pull a story out of my memory bank
Ride Safe & Free,
and give ya a laugh or two, I hope.
Rod Taylor
See ya next month and no matter where you sit on
ABATE Legal Services
the bike, feel the wind, get lost in the sound of the motor and
abatelegal.com
just be!!!!
All questions from ABATE members are answered
Peace to all,
confidentially unless otherwise authorized and only after the Cindy Balach
matter is concluded, except when authorization for publica‐
tion anonymously or otherwise is given for pending matters.
Remember, injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total
recovery, and expenses as approved by client. Elsewhere, you
may pay 33 ⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE
members are not charged for recovery of damage to your
motorcycle, and have access to a 24‐hour toll‐free telephone
number. Call us at 1‐(800)‐25‐RIDER. Questions? Submit
them to: RodTaylor@abatelegal.com © 2017.
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Annual Membership Contest
All members of ABATE take notice!
I’m not sure if everyone know of this contest, it goes like this: For every NEW ember
that you sign up as a member of ABATE and put your name as the Taken By on the form or
napkin (I’ll take a membership on anything, as long as I can read it and the information is
there.). I track all take by applications resulting in the Renew column. Unfortunately, on the
State level, that does not count in this contest. Only NEW members count. The person who
brings the most new members receives a free single membership. This year’s winner and run‐
ner up are shown below. This contest runs from June through May. Congratulations Joyce!
You just need to pay the difference since yous is a couples membership.
Breakdown is as follows:
Joyce Kittle ‐ New ‐ 15, Renew ‐ 1
Jim “Bushman” Sprague ‐ New 11. Renew ‐ 5
Chris Winchester, Membership Secretary
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sion! I watch the news, the news sucks, it gets me down,
nothing else is on that I haven’t seen, so I watch more news.
My friend Jackie has often said that is precisely the reason
why she never even watches news programs... because most
of the news seems to be bad news, or at least depressing
news. But I just can’t help it. When I can pull myself out of
that vicious circle I feel like my old self again, but sooner or
later it begins all over.
It’s gotten so that I even record regular news programs on a
few different channels! (I’m about ready to go talk to a shrink
about that.) For some reason I feel I have the need to know
about all the terrible stuff that goes on, and that in turn has
turned me into someone who has become (at times) lethargic
and without purpose, hence my lack of ambition and drive.
Now, I don’t mean to say that I’m like this all the time! I’m
usually the same upbeat person I’ve always been ‐ full of fun,
August is here at last!!!
hope, and enthusiastic good will for mankind (notice my pre‐
vious endorsement of “Go Topless Day” for example). But
I’ve mentioned this a couple of times over the past few
other times I seem to be stuck in some kind of quicksand not
years, but in case you didn’t know, August contains a very
caring to find out how I could pull myself out of it. Maybe
special date!
there’s a distortion in the space/time continuum going on and
Every year a national organization of personal freedom
fighters that works towards the total equality of womanhood that has become the quicksand... sorta like the movie
“Groundhog Day”.
stages events all over this great country to show support for
The problem with watching the news so much is that even if
and to proclaim national “Go Topless Day”!!!! The specific
you CAN used to the local crime, the state of our human fol‐
date changes due to how the days of the week fall on the
lies, and all the tragic accidents that are reported every day,
calendar, and this year the day selected is to be Saturday,
there are more and more national stories of political plots, of
August 26th.
dubious and secretive conversations, of character assassina‐
Here in Ohio a number of municipalities will see rallies in
tion, threat, and scandal... of conspiracies and challenges
support of the work this fine group does to force state and
federal legislators, and our society, to recognize that a woman involving the internet, Russia, China, Syria, N. Korea, and the
list goes on. Added to that, suddenly nations that used to be
has just as much of a right as a man to be comfortably bare‐
our friends (such as England and France) no longer seem to
chested anytime and anywhere. Anything a man can legally
respect us, let alone think of us as the guiding light of democ‐
do, so should a woman be able to do as well. In Columbus a
racy
and freedom. Even Canada has issues with us now!
day‐long event will be staged at Goodall Park. To find out
I hope I don’t end up regretting what I’m about to
more about this organization and to see what is going on in
write (and obviously these are my own personal comments
your neck of the woods go to http://www.gotopless.org/.
and do not reflect the views of ABATE of Ohio nor those of
Now for something of a more personal nature...
Outspokin’ magazine), but one thing that really DOES bother
Ya know, these days I’m often so emotionally exhausted
that sadly to say I don’t feel like doing much, and that seems me deeply is the fact that throughout this country’s history,
particularly in the last 60 years of MY life, if you criticized or
to be adding to my problem if not directly causing part of it.
said anything negative about any of our presidents ‐ Kennedy,
Let me explain...
Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Clinton, both Bushes,
Watching television can get exasperating due to the fact
that during this time of year (late June) I seem to have already and Obama ‐ all that you’d get in response would be agree‐
ment, a silent shaking of someone’s head, and/or possibly a
seen everything shown on network television that I’d like to,
short exchange of mutually respectful disagreement or maybe
and even my movie channels seem to run the same movies
over and over. I’ve become so lazy mentally that I don’t even even a slight argument, and then the discussion would move
on to something else. Presidents have always been fair game
read as much as I used to. To make matters worse, for the
past few days I haven’t even felt like going for a ride, going for for criticism and everyone understood that, particularly the
presidents themselves... until now. NOW if you mention any‐
a visit, or much less, finally getting started on this column!
thing negative about, well... him, there’s a good chance that
LOL. Today the weather is beautiful, and I’m sure I WILL get
screaming and yelling will develop ending in bar stools being
out there and fire up the scoot for some wind therapy later,
tossed around and blood flying. What the hell is up with
but for the moment even that seems to be too much effort.
I’m certain it’s not what would be called clinical depression. THAT??!!
I assume my recurring lack of enthusiasm and/or ambition is
simply the result of watching so much daily news on televi‐
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In the bigger cities public protests concerning the current
administration (formerly a mainstay of democracy) now often
result in opposing factors actually battling it out physically
until cops start pulling them apart and arresting people! And
this has been going on since January and continues long after
the actual election is over!! Any official investigation that’s
going on (and there is a lot of that) is simply just that, and not
a good reason for the public to freak out in anger and indigna‐
tion! I mean there are still actual rallies in support of a presi‐
dent that has already been elected!
People seem to get so damned personally defensive over all
the current intrigue, it’s as if they feel the need to defend
how they voted. For that reason alone, I don’t even discuss
this stuff with some of my closest friends in private because
some of them voted for, well... him and seem to have the
need to angrily justify it. As it stands I sure wouldn’t want to
make critical statements in any public forum, let alone in a
bar where alcohol is served. I’ve been in plenty of bar fights
in the past over dumb shit, but I refuse to go there again over
politics! That would be about as stupid as arguing about relig‐
ion. In any event, that’s why I rarely voice my political opin‐
ions these days and I’ll try not to mention them again here in
future columns (though I haven’t this time really).
The whole point to all of this is that maybe the main reason
for my occasional sense of gloom and lack of ambition is that
I’ve been keeping a cork in my mouth and I’m not used to it.
In fact I’m concerned that for the first time in twenty years of
writing this column I might get some negative feedback from
just writing this.
This is still the United States! It is patriotic to speak out and
share your opinions, particularly if you don’t like what’s going
on with something or someone! I intentionally avoid getting
too political here due to the fact that I don’t want to show
disrespect to the readers who might disagree with me, and I
don’t think I’m doing so now because my bitching is all about
the general atmosphere of repression due to all the divisive‐
ness. Usually in the past such discord was between the
“haves” and the “have‐nots”, but now people from the same
backgrounds, lifestyles, and even families are so much at
odds that some of us feel we have to edit what we say or lose
friends.
I’m still very proud that once long ago I was jailed simply for
speaking out. Hell, the reason I joined this organization (like
most of us) was my desire to be heard and for my personal
choices and freedoms to be supported. Regarding that; I
often wear a new ABATE shirt that proclaims, “Silence is Con‐
sent”, and keeping my views silent in even personal conversa‐
tions let alone publically at a damned bar or whatever is bug‐
ging the hell outta me.
I also still wear a patch that states, “I love my country but I
mistrust my government”, and during these current times,
that’s one feeling that has only gotten stronger.
Well, I seem to have at least gotten some of that out of my
system, and though I don’t apologize for my ranting, for the
umpteenth time I hope everyone understands that I didn’t
intentionally offend anyone specifically other than those who
won’t allow others to speak their minds without being jerks.
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Now I can finish the “venting” procedure properly by going
for a ride where I HAVE to keep my big mouth shut or eat
some bugs.

Bummer

(Continued from page 17 - AMA News and Notes)
PICKERINGTON, Ohio — Skip Van Leeuwen, one of the best
Tourist Trophy riders in the history of AMA racing, passed
away today, June 21. He was 78. Van Leeuwen was inducted
into the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 1999. Van Leeuwen
dominated AMA TT competition in the mid‐1960s, winning
four nationals on the small dirt‐track circuits that feature a
jump and left‐ and right‐hand turns. He won AMA national TT
races in Houston (in the Astrodome), Castle Rock, Wash., and
at his home track of Ascot Park in Gardena, Calif. He also won
numerous West Coast regional championships during his
racing career. After retiring from racing in the early 1970s,
Van Leeuwen went on to launch a successful motorcycle ac‐
cessories business.
*****
AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and
edited by the American Motorcyclist Association. Designed to
inform motorcyclists of rights‐related issues and events in the
United States and around the world, AMA News & Notes wel‐
comes your input. Suggestions and editorial contributions can
be sent to AMA Managing Editor Jim Witters at jwit‐
ters@amacycle.org.
Sign up and stay informed: AMA News & Notes keeps motor‐
cyclists up‐to‐date on hot topics, news affecting the motorcy‐
cling community and opportunities to communicate with
elected officials. Click here to check the “Sign me up for News
& Notes” box.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to
make a difference on important issues. Click here to see the
most recent AMA Action Alerts, or to sign up and receive
them.
Readers also may sign up to receive AMA e‐newsletters: AMA
Extra includes a summary of AMA news, ATV E‐News includes
a summary of ATV‐related news and Hall of Fame Insider
focuses on the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. To subscribe to
one or more, click here.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it’s re‐
warding. To learn how you can help, visit us online.
Follow the AMA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
americanmotorcyclist, on Twitter @ama_riding and
@ama_rights and on Instagram at @ama_riding.
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Only $16.67/month
With 12 month Purchase
See Page 36 for details!
Email to: outspokin@abate.com
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REGION ZERO

Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Eric Bolyard
Muskingum County: Dennis Robbins
Website: http://region2.abate.com

Region Director: Mary K Johnson 330-533-3765
Deputy Director: Open
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County
Coordinators for time and location.
Columbiana: Open
Mahoning & Trumbull: Open
Portage & Summit County: Open
Website: http://regionzero.abate.co

NO REPORT
REGION THREE

Hello Region Zero!
Our monthly meeting will be August 19, 2017 at the
Alumni Inn in Girard, Ohio. The meeting will be held in the
covered pavilion behind the bar. Hope to see many of you at
the meeting to get info from the State Board Meeting and to
plan the Veteran's Outreach
Run on September 16, 2017 out of Master's Bar. We will
need help with stops, food, and Chinese Auction items. Any
questions, feel free to call me at 330‐533‐3765 or 330‐360‐
7934.
Also, the ABATE Foundation 2017 Bike Giveaway will be
August 26 at Margaritaville in Sandusky, Ohio. Hope to see
some of you there to join‐in the festivities going on that day.
Mary Kay, Region 0 Director

Region Director: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Dana Frost for
all information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Mercer county: Open
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Shelby County: Open
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION FOUR

NO REPORT

Region Director: Ruby Worchuck,
rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of
every month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and
General Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless
otherwise noted. Meetings are held between the four
county areas. Please contact your County
Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
Website: http://region4.abate.com

REGION TWO

NO REPORT

REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday
every month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American
Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

Region Director - Adam Trembly
Deputy Director - Eric Bolyard
Region 2 meetings will be held at VFW Post 1058 at
1318 Putnam Ave, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 at 2:00
p.m., always on the first Sunday, except July and
Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
No meeting in December.
Coshocton County: Connie Northrup
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker
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REGION FIVE
Region Director: Tim Kaelin
- 513-561-4745
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties - First
Sunday of the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn,
7837 Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712.
Phone: 513-683-0207
Clinton County Meeting – Second Sunday of month,
11am @ American Legion Post 49, 140 E. Locust St.,
in Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com
Region 5 meetings are held for Clinton
County as well as Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton (combined)
counties.
Region 5 meetings for Clinton County are held every 2nd
Sunday of the month at 11AM at American Legion Post 49
located in Wilmington, Ohio.
Region 5 meetings for Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton Counties
are held every 1st Sunday of the month at 11AM at The Train
Stop located in Foster, Ohio.
Meeting rescheduling will be posted in the Outspokin’
when possible. Check the Region 5 web site for the most up to
date meeting information at region5.abate.com.
Tim Kaelin
Region 5 Director

more people involved and knowledgeable of ABATE. Thanks to
all members for working hard and helping with our goals.
Enjoy the rest of the summer and ride safe.
David M Griffin
Region 6 Director

REGION SEVEN
Region Director: Ron Sears 419-463-8484
Deputy Director: Vivian Adams 419-665-2715
Region meeting: Call Director
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
Erie County/Huron County: Open
Lucas County: Open
Ottawa County: Open
Sandusky County: Open
Seneca County: Open
Wood County: Open
Website: http://region7.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION EIGHT

Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
Email: Region8@abate.com
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
REGION SIX
Website: www.region8.abate.com
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
Hello Region 8,
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
I'm writing this just getting home from our Freedom Rally
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties:
and hope I'm getting this in on time, since Lisa was at the
Bill Jenks , 937-999-7558.
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-337- Freedom Rally with all of us. I'm pretty sure attendance was
2351-Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck
up a little bit this year, but won't have the official count till
Yeahs in Piqua
next month, a couple big storms on Thursday and Friday kept
Montgomery County: Scott Plassenthal 937-219some people away I'm sure but those that made it had a blast.
3725
I just want to take this time to thank the committee members
Preble County: Dale Yingling –513-304-9290
that have dedicated the last 2 years working to build this
Website: www.region6.abate.com
event back up, Rusty Pierce, Sherry Hill, Bob Barth, and Ed
First of all we want to Thank Bill Jenks and crew with him that
Korns and also board members who's position automatically
made the Blessing of the Bikes Successful this year even tho
puts them in the mix, Hip Schweitzer, Jim Schlabach, and a
we had to delay it 2 weeks. All went well and Abate received a
very big thank you to our treasurer Becky Pierce for keeping
check for $815.36. Thank You Bill.
us all straight. Another big thank you to all that showed up
On June 23 and 24th Scott and crew set up at Festival on
and pitched in and did anything it took to make this thing
the Hill in Dayton with our Abate Booth. They sold 20 Bike
happen, compliments we're very good and plentiful so keep
Tickets and got 5 new memberships. All is going well with
up the great work Region 8 and let’s keep this rolling.
Montgomery County thanks to everyone’s efforts at these
Thank you all,
events.
Tim Cordray
July 15th 2017 we held the S.L.U.T. Run in Piqua. Results
Region 8 Director
will be in next newsletter.
Set your calendars for September 15th and 16th 2017 for
the PIQUA BIKEFEST in downtown Piqua and at Piqua Harley
Davidson. This is the 4th year for this event and it goes well
with good music and Food and Beer with many vendors. Many
bands will play on Friday and Saturday afternoons and
evenings at both locations. More to follow.
Region 6 has been pretty active this summer with trying to
get our 3 new county coordinators up and going so we can get
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REGION NINE
Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Roger Wright 614-286-7676
**Franklin County Summer meeting location is The
Oak Grove Tavern, 8340 Alkire Rd., Galloway, OH
Noon– First Sum. Of the month (Holiday Changes-;
July-7/9, Sept.– 9/10**
Pickaway ,Madison, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Union
Co’s: Open
Hullo, Frens! Brace yourselves‐ no doom and gloom this
month! We finally are getting off the ground with our Sturgis
East run. August 12, signup 10 to 12, starts and ends at the
Whitehall American Legion Post 490 (Good to see all ya
Legion Riders again!!), 1117 S. Hamilton Rd., Whitehall, Oh.
Food and beverages available. I guarantee a bee‐you‐tiful day
( cross fingers!) and a cool route for this fundraiser. If ya don’t
go to Sturgis, you can “fake it” and ride with us!
As I write this, I’m stoked about a couple of news bits. At
our July meeting we’ll have Region 10 as our guests in a joint
meeting. The agenda will be planning our 2nd annual 9/11
Run for Homeless Vets. People, this will be one of the most
important and noblest causes you can ever take part in, so
plan on attending this run, and feel free to jump in and lend a
hand with the auction donations (AND bring some cash to bid
on swag!). September 9th, starts and ends at The Ugly Mug
Bar and Grill, Canal Winchester. Sign‐up 9 to 11, cards and
auction at 6. BE THERE!
Look for flyers for both of these runs in the Outspokin and
all the other usual spots! Oh, yeah‐SPREAD THE NEWS on
both of these events—“pack up the babies and grab the old
ladies”‐‐‐Y’ALL COME!
The other piece of GOOD NEWS for our July mtg. is that
THERE’S SIGNS OF NEW LIFE for Abate in MADISON CO.!!!!!!!
Had a fella (Hi, Nick Szabo) I “met” 29 ½ years ago with Abate
“lineage” contact me a few weeks ago, and it’s ON! Come on
out and meet him and some of his peeps! Madison has been
dormant for some time, and needless to say, I’m excited! Let’s
ALL plan on giving them all the support we can to ensure that
they have a good, long run as a chapter!
Don’t forget‐ Sept. meeting will be 9/10 due to Labor Day
weekend.
Hope you’re having a jammin’ good summer! Scoot Safely!
Roger Wright
Region 9 Director

REGION TEN
Region Director: Mike Vance 614-653-3894
Deputy Director: Phil Weber 614-273-5313
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble
Counties
Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB
page for information.

REGION ELEVEN
INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-3193644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, &
Washington Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~

REGION TWELVE
INACTIVE
Region Director: Open
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County
Lake County
Geauga County
Website: www.region12.abate.com

REGION FOURTEEN
Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: OPEN
Crawford County - Matt Gardner 419-971-6767
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-0229
Morrow County - Dixie Brown 740-504-5287
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com

What a summer!
Region Eight’s Freedom Rally was a blast. Well organized
and fun as hell. You all oughta be pretty pleased with yourself.
I already have it on the schedule for next year.
The MAHRA Rodeo was a couple of weeks ago, also a
blast. Ed did pretty well selling ABATE bike tickets.
Heading up to the UP of Michigan this weekend.
I always get a grin thinking about the trip up there after
visiting Milwaukee after the 100th.We were heading up to
Whitefish Point. This is where the Edmond Fitzgerald met its
demise. Half way there, in the middle of trees, was a “Logging
Museum”. Out front near their sign, was a rather large log.
We stopped in and inquired about going through it, the
“much too pretty to think clearly” girl hit us up for 12 bucks a
head. Lisa and Eileen were with us so it only cost me 36 bucks
to see the attractions. There was an old corn crib with some
broken chainsaws, a school house, mess hall, and a big log.
Seeing the big log was worth 1 dollar, so the way I figured,
they owed me a 33 buck rebate. I decided, instead of being
pissed, I should admire their marketing techniques and realize
I was $33.00 smarter. I hate to say never, but I shall never,
never go to a logging museum again.
If you’re reading this and it’s not yet August 19th, plan to go
to the Big Nasty Party in Ludlow Falls. It’s a blast. Can’t find it?
Call me, we’ll get lost together.
Have fun and take care. The end.
Pete Barnes, 419‐722‐9941
Region 14 Director

NO REPORT
www.abate.com

(Continued on Page 32, Region News)
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(Continued from Page 29, Region News)

REGION SIXTEEEN
Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com

NO REPORT

ABATE of Ohio Foundation
Bike Raffle

“SPECIAL”
Bike giveaway is August 26, 2017
At Margaritaville in Sandusky, OH
9:00pm

Buy 5 raffle tickets and get a 1
year membership in
ABATE of Ohio
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) is a "Not for Profit" organization.
Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products are NOT tax deductible as a
charitable contribution.
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ABATE

Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation

In Memory of Tommy Wire, Ride Free, Brother!
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kirkbride
Support the Freedom Rally
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Crystal Young - Never Stop Dancing!
Thank you, John Shoop!
Thank you, John Shoop!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
Scott Greentree "Tree" - Nothin' but smooth road now, Brother
In Memory of George Gantner Sr.
In Memory of Brian Lucas, Region 9 members
In Memory of Brian Nissley - Until We Ride Again!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
See You at The Freedom Rally!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

Joyce Kittle
ABATE

Dave Griffin
Foundation

In Memory of Maggie Cheek, Past Region 6 Director
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

9
8
9

9
9
9
9

8
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CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.
(See page 37)

FOR SALE: 1985 Chevy Suburban.
Clean, solid, original Calif. Vehicle. 4
speed on the floor with unique creeper
gear. $4,500 440-543-1804 or test to 216
-440-2463 Reg. 12

Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

FOR SALE: Stock seat for a 1997 Dyna
Low-rider. In great condition. $75
Please call or text Ken at 513-262-0882

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE

FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.

or call 419-294-8066

FOR SALE: 2000 FLSTS Heritage
Springer. Suede green, lots of extra
chrome and custom parts, leather
fringe on seat and bags, never down,
runs great and looks beautiful. Located in region 7, Swanton. $13,500
firm. Call 419-392-8660 Jack. Please

FOR SALE:
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.

FOR SALE: 1998 Damon Daybreak 32’
Class A Motor home. GM drive train and
chassis. Very clean. 2nd owner 42,000mi.
$14,500. 440-543-1804 leave msg or text
to 216-440-2563 Reg 12
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!
Marion Area Harley Riders 0217

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0217

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0117

Joe & Robin Pickins 0217

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0217

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0217

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0317

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0416

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986
0416
Jim Elgin, In memory of Barb “Penny”
(Elgin) Carpenter 0417

www.abate.com

Journeymen M.C. Inc. 0617
ABATE of Ohio, Inc, Region 6 1016

OutSpokin’

Bill & Cindy Balach 0617
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ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

36

ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon

112 W Mansfield

Bucyrus

419-562-1256

Country Barrel Restaurant

6179 Cinti-Brookville Rd

Okeana

513-717-4084

Foster's Homemade Ice Cream

30551 Chardon Rd

Willoughby Hills

440-944-9210

Classics & Customs Body Shop

807 W Main St

Crestline

419-689-0812

DJ’s Cycles (Repair)

6310 Columbia Rd, NW

Dover

330-878-0105

R & L Auto Care, Inc.

617 Canton Rd NW

Carrolton

330-627-2005

Amsoil Products

jsbowersock@yahoo.com

Pickaway Cty

614-306-2570

Steve;s Auto Glass

3584 Ventura Blvd

Grove City

614-554-9004

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

The Financial Concept Group, LLC

5211 Mahoning Ave #110

Austintown

330‐259‐0744

Cleveland Mortgage Service

11221 Pearl

Strongsville

800-686-4901

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel

FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS

PHOTAGRAPHY
Cowtown Photography

740 Sugar

Westerville

614-707-1471

Captured by Lydia Photography

3652 N Amblewood Circle

Lima

419-303-5904

MISCELLANEOUS
Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church

4819 Parson Ave

Columbus

614-491-5262

Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC

1677 Jackson Road

Columbus

614-271-8577

Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

10926 Haddix

Fairborn

937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc

2300 National Rd SW

Hebron

740-954-8004

Kaeppner’s Woods

34070 Sutton Road

Logan

740‐385‐3885

Massages by Maggie

870 Oakwood

Painesville

440-655-3927

Columbus Rehab & Renovation

611 Erikson

Whitehall

614-783-6414
614-875-1630

Stuckey Insurance Services

3915 Broadway

Grove City

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band

3190 Nolan Road

Zanesville

740-454-4827

Jim Scott - Wedding Officiant

1210 Broad St

Ashland

419-289-0913

Hair Quarter's

332 Buckeye Blvd

Port Clinton

419-732-3302

Realtor Cindy Vannicelli

105 Mound St

Circleville

740-497-1860

Milestone Carriages, LLC

7540 Elida Road

Delphos

419-339-0404

Individual Financial Services

3708 S Columbus Ave, Ste 9

Sandusky

419-515-0862

Winesburg Meats, Inc

2181 US Rt 62

Winesburg

330-359-5092

Gary's Floor Coverings

1712 Warner Rd.

Vienna

330-448-4174

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~
If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’
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Sustaining Life Members
ALESSI

GARY *DUCK*

KORNS

ED

BAILEY

MICHAEL A

KORNS JR

MICHAEL D

BAKER

DUANE

KRESSER

SUZANNE

BAKER

KATHE

LILLY

CHARLENE

BEREIT

ELAINE

MARTIN

GARY R

BEREIT

ERIC

MARTIN

PAMELA J

BLAIR

RICHARD

MILLS

DUANE E

BLAKELY

DAVE

MORELAND

KATHY

BOWERSOX

WILLIAM L

MORRISON

CAROL

BOWN

BETH

MYERS

TIM

BOWN

JIM

PARKER

BOB *CRASH*

BREEDING

NORMAN

PERKINS

KEN

BUCCO

DAVE

PHILLIPS

CHARLES

CATER

CLIFF

PICKENS

JOE

CLARK

STEVE

PICKENS

ROBIN

CLARK

TERESA

SAPP

MARTIN W

CORBIN

BRYCE

SEELINGER

TOM

COX

GLENN

SELLERS

GARY N

CRAMER

TERRY

SORGEN

CARL

DOLAN

GREG

SPEAKER

WILLIAM H

ELGIN

JIM

STOCK

KAREN K

FEDOR

ROBERT S

STOCK

MICHAEL

FIFE

LORI

SUTTER

RUDY

FIFE

TIM

TREBING

J DAVID

GULLEY

ANTHONY MARK

WHITMAN

GARRISON *COWBOY*

HACKER

DANIEL F

WIBBELS

JACK

HARVEY

DEAN

WOLFER

ED

HENDRICKSON

GEORGE

WOODRUM

JOE

HODGE

JIM

WOODRUM

CLINTON R

JOHNSON

TIM *T J*

WRIGHT

ROGER

www.abate.com
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Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
Single Member Dues $10 if N*, $20 if Y
Couple Member dues $20 if N*, $30 if Y
Printed Newsletter? ____N* / _____Y
N* - get online - ABATE.com
Date ___/____/____ return to State Office in 7 days
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________
Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

