ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Mary K Johnson
330-533-3765
DD-Open
Columbiana County—Open
Mahoning County– Open
Portage/Summit Counties
Trumbull County—Open
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
Adam Trembley 740-487-0456
DD Eric Bolyard 740-252-6890
Coshocton County
Connie Northrup
Guernsey County
Brenda Foraker
Licking County
Eric Bolyard
740-252-6890
Holmes County
Open
Knox County
Open
Muskingum County
Dennis Robbins
Region 03
Dana Frost
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
William Zizelman
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

419-230-4969
419-230-4969

937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-966-9131
Defiance County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
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Fayette County
Highland County

B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

Jackson County
Open
Meigs County
Open
Washington County Open

Open
Open

Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6926
Champaign/Clark Counties
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Montgomery County
Scott Plassenthal
937-219-3725
Preble County
Dale Yingling
513-309-9290

Region 07
Ron Sears
419-463-8484
DD– Vivian Adams 419-665-2725
Erie County
Open
‘Huron County
Open
Lucas County
Open
Ottawa County
Open
Sandusky County
Open
Seneca County
Open
Wood County
Open
Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-946-0911
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681

Region 12
Charles Jason Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles Jason Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open
Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Open
Crawford County
Matt Gardner
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Dixie Brown
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes

Medina County
Garret Robison
330-278-2714
Richland County
Deborah Stephens 419-689-9459
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
419-722-9941
419-971-6767
419-937-4341

800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644

www.abate.com
State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

740-360-0760
614-560-9229
740-504-5287
419-294-8066

Region 16
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
DD–Wayne Snyder 330-317-0643
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
330-317-0643
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
Lorain County
Wayne Snyder
330-317-0643

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

Region 09
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
DD Cynthia Piper 614-747-0788
Delaware County
Open
Franklin County
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
Madison County
Open
Pickaway County
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Open
Union County
Open
Region 10
Phil Weber
614-273-5313
Hocking County
Open
Fairfield County
Open
Perry County
Open
Vinton County
Open
Morgan County
Open
Noble County
Open
Region 11
Call State office 800-25-BIKER
Athens County
Open
Lawrence County
Open
Gallia County
Open
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July and I hope many of you are
reading this @ the Region 8 Freedom
Rally in Carrollton, Ohio. I know I am, it
ABATE
is wonderful spending this weekend with
of Ohio, Inc.
a whole bunch of quality people on the
same mission as I am and that is to
COB Corner
facilitate Motorcycle Awareness and
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
Safety also to Preserve and Improve the
Chairman of the Board
Motorcycling experience here in the
Great State of Ohio. With the Ohio
Legislature enjoying their summer
recess, now is a good time to stop by
your Local Elected Officials Home Office
and visit with them and review our Legislative Agenda with them for the 132nd
General Assembly.
The July riding calendar is really hopping, first weekend as I mentioned above is
our R 8 Freedom Rally, next is the R 7 Lights of Freedom Ride Wednesday July 5,
Sandusky, Ohio, July 7‐9 the AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, in Lexington, Ohio, the
State Products Trailer will be on site for the entire Event and we need Volunteers to
help staff it, July 15th, R 6 S.L.U.T. Run, Piqua, Ohio, this is a good one, check it out.
Next on the hit list is the Wauseon National, July 21‐23, R 4 and the ABATE of Ohio
Foundation have booths in there and could use some help staffing them and a great
place to see some excellent vintage motorcycle racing and shop for some vintage
motorcycle parts. Did you say parts? Well last weekend of the month is the 31st
Annual Wetzelland Bash, parts, bike games, entertainment and vendors galore, this is
one of my favorites each year and many Thanks to our Brothers and Sisters and all of
the Members of the Wetzel M.C. for sponsoring us again this year.
The Year Of The Member, Yes! We are offering a 1 year Electronic Membership for
only $10. right now and as you know this includes the $3,500. Accidental Death and
Dismemberment Policy all ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Members enjoy as part of their
Membership Benefits ,so get out there and sell much Membership.
United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.
Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

STATE BOARD MEMBERS

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

www.abate.com

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org
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Chairman of the Board: Jim Elgin
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman: Ed Schetter
ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague
Ex Officio Officer: Mike Noe
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Secretary: Cindy Balach
Deputy Directors: A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl
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State Security Dir.: John Shankster
State Products: OPEN
State News Dir.: Lisa Barnes
Government Relations Dir.: Kolman Fuzy
Safety & Ed. Director: Mike Stock
State Events Director: Bill Balach
Technical Director: Tim “TJ” Johnson
Office Staff: Chris Winchester
Ohio MRF Rep: Jim Elgin

5

Next, a quick 500 mile ride to Washington DC for
Bikers Inside The Beltway. The MRF national motorcycle rights
lobby day. Kolman and I were able to visit all 16 offices (2
Senator and 14 Representatives.) My feet still hurt from all
ABATE
the walking. We were able to meet with aides from the Of‐
of Ohio, Inc.
fices of Sen. Robert Portman, Rep. Warren Davidson, Rep. Bob
Gibbs (no appointment stopped to drop info and they had
Executive Director
time to talk), Rep. William Johnson, Rep. James Jordan, Rep.
Ed
Robert Latta, Rep. James Renacci, Rep. Timothy Ryan, Rep.
“Enjoying the Ride”
Steven Stivers, Rep. Patrick Tiberi and Rep. Brad Wenstrup. If
Schetter
one of these is a legislator in your district, please take the time
to contact them and thank them for taking the time to meet
with a representative from ABATE of Ohio. The 6 items on the
MRF agenda were discussed and reference material was left
“But when the final word is read
behind,
Maybe something could be said
A relaxing ride Labor Day weekend with the Region
For all the brothers of the road
14 Memorial Run. Always a nice 100 + mile ride through
Just like you, we bear a heavy load
mostly farm country. A welcome break in the action.
Been through hell and back again
Off to Lansing to attend the ABATE of Michigan Free‐
If we don't lose we're bound to win”
dom Rally. Congratulations to our brothers and sisters to the
“Brothers of the Road”…The Allman Brothers Band
North on 5 year of riding with choice. How many of you can
remember filling out and mailing in post cards in support of
As I have mentioned before these reports have to be that fight?
in 30 days before you get the Outspokin’ in your mailbox. So
Now getting ready to pack and head to Indianapolis
this is about the busy May we are just finishing up.
for Miracle Ride with ABATE of Indiana. I always feel like a 7
Started the month with the ABATE Awareness Rally. year old when the tires on my bike hit Indy Speedway. Always
Well put on, as usual, and who doesn’t enjoy that escorted
an enjoyable weekend and it help the kids of Riley’s Chil‐
ride down 71. Thank you to all who took the time to get mo‐
dren’s Hospital.
torcycle awareness month proclamations. This is the kind of
grass roots advocacy that keep ABATE of Ohio relevant in the Busy and Lovin’ It,
local politics. Years ago we had to keep an eye on what the
Ed Schetter
local powers that be were doing. Now, many times they call
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio
us asking for a way to resolve a motorcycle related issue.
Inc.
Thanks to all that attended.
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com
Then off to the NCOM Convention in Reno. A great
time, other than my body clock was 3 hour off the whole time.
Lots of great info and great contacts. It is really a recharge
being around people with so many years of fighting the fight.
Profiling was the big topic of conversation. But, as was
pointed out, let’s not concentrate so hard on one issue that
we miss something else we should have caught.

www.abate.com
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Greetings, All:
As
stated at the conclusion of June's
ABATE
article, HB9 was
of Ohio, Inc.
signed by the
Governor in April,
Government Relations
giving bicycles
Director
ONLY the right to
treat a malfuncKolman Fuzy
tioning traffic
signal as a stop
sign. I have
started the preliminary steps to the introduction of legislation allowing the
same ability for motorcycles. A meeting has been scheduled
to begin that process. More to follow.
Also, in last month's article I thanked those who
attended the Awareness Rally. Attendance at this year's Rally
was DISMAL and DISAPPOINTING!! The weather forecast
called for rain that never materialized, so other than death or a
family emergency, there was no acceptable excuse for not
attending. If the founding fathers had that kind of attitude, we
would all still be British subjects! Blimey!!
On May 21st, Ed Schetter and I traveled to Washington D.C. to take part in the MRF's Bikers in The Beltway
lobbying effort. This was my first time doing this event and I
found it to be quite rewarding. The trip out and back was interesting and uneventful, except for a little rain outside of
Cambridge and Zanesville for me and a lot of rain around
Youngstown and toward home for Ed. Sorry, Bro! Washington was an adventure, to say the least. Twenty three states
were represented for lobbying. Starting with the planning
meeting Monday evening, the ride into the Capitol itself (DC
traffic is insane during morning rush hour, only slightly less so
at other times), and the actual lobbying effort, it was a very
impressive effort by the MRF and those involved. Ed and I
managed to cover all sixteen Ohio Legislator's offices in less
than eight hours. This involved a LOT of walking and meetings with staffers. We were well received in every office we
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visited, and our message was met with what I felt was genuine
interest and concern. All in all, I felt that it was a necessary
thing to do, and I am glad I had a chance to participate, and
hopefully I will be able to do it again next year.
As far as issues are concerned, we have already
mentioned everything we need to be concerned about, however
in Washington, anti profiling resolutions have been introduced
in both chambers (H.Res.318 and S.Res.154) that need support. Contact your legislators to ask them to sign on to these
resolutions. Also, keep checking websites, (www.MFr.org,
www.ama-cycle.org/,www.abate.com, NCOM :www.ON-ABIKE.com and www.ohio.gov) to keep up on the issues pertinent to motorcyclists.
Well, that is it for now, get out and ride!
Respectfully submitted,
Kolman Fuzy
legislativedirector@abate.com
614-332-0198
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Hi Friends,
Hope every‐
one is having a great
riding season. As I’m
ABATE
writing this article we
of Ohio, Inc.
are working Ohio Bike
Safety & Education
Week and the weather
Director
has been great. I think
the overall bike count
Mike Stock
is down a little but
everyone is having a
great time. They have a new sign around town that says “We
kindly ask… When in Town Please Throttle Down! Help Keep
OHIO BIKE WEEK in Sandusky” I hope everyone heeded the
warning. It is a great time and a great area to ride.
For the most part everyone is riding safe here at
Ohio Bike Week and this means a lot on keeping an event
alive. The stats for us this year are settling down. In 2016 we
had 1,137 crashes and 35 fatalities as of the first of June. Now
in 2017 we have 911 crashes and 23 fatalities. This is looking
good compared to the way we started the year. Crashes in‐
volving injuries are down over 200. This says that we still
have the crashes but not every crash is sending someone to
the hospital.
Road conditions have a lot to do with crashes. A
rough surface can cause loss of control resulting in a crash. In
Northwest Ohio we have a lot of potholes and orange barrels.
These lead to uneven road surfaces so we need to slow
down. A lot of cages can get through at a faster speed but
bikers may need to maneuver more to be safe. So when plan‐
ning a trip, check for road construction and avoid it if possi‐
ble. Think ahead, give yourself plenty of space and slow
down.
Motorcycle Ohio is hard at work training riders. If
you have never taken a riding class, make some time and take
a class. You will learn a lot. If you are an experienced rider
they do have a one day class that will sharpen your skills. And
for you that have been riding on a temporary permit every
year, you can take a one day class and get your endorsement.
Please check in with Motorcycle Ohio and get trained and
always ride SMART (ride Sober, ride Motorcycle endorsed,
ride Alert, ride with the Right gear and ride Trained).
I always like to remind everyone to check out your
bike before every ride and a good check every week. Before
every ride look at tires, look for oil, any loose or hanging parts
and then at start up listen for any unusual sounds. Every
week check tire pressure, tire condition, lights, brakes, oil
levels and general condition of bike. And most important
when you have your oil and filter changed always check your
bike over very well. In the shop manual and some owner
manuals they give you a check list for different mileages and
times. This will help a lot. Last and very important, you should
have some tools with you; combination screw driver, hex
keys, torx keys, pliers, adjustable wrenches and a bag to keep
them in. A good way to see if you have the right tools ‐ start
by going to the battery and check the battery terminal for

www.abate.com

tightness and check to see if you can change a turn signal
bulb.
On a regular basis I like to support the local AMA
sanctioned clubs in the area. These clubs have been around
for a long time and need our help. In return they do charity
work for us. When these runs are sanctioned that means they
have the AMA backing and insurance. That keeps you cov‐
ered on the runs. So many unsanctioned runs have NO liabil‐
ity insurance. All ABATE of Ohio runs are sanctioned by the
AMA and are insured to keep you covered while on the run.
I have been working with my local Safe Communi‐
ties. These county‐wide organizations are set up by the State
of Ohio and they are granted money to help communities run
safety programs. Part of this grant money is specified for a
motorcycle awareness program. I go so I know the motorcy‐
cle community gets the most out of that money. At the same
time I work with local police, sheriff departments and state
patrol officers. I have learned about Distracted Driving, Drunk
Driving and Drugged Driving. So we as Motorcyclists can get
involved. With our presence we can make a difference.
ABATE of Ohio is promoting “The Year of the Mem‐
ber”. We want every Motorcyclist to be a member of a Rights
Organization. We offer two for one memberships for $20.00,
two friends $20.00 or $10.00 each if you like. You can go
online and sign up at ABATE.com, call the office at 614‐319‐
3644, go to an ABATE event and sign up or just find a mem‐
ber. We all carry applications. Remember, freedom is not
free.
Ride with in your limits
Mike Stock
Safety and Education Director
Mikestock419@gmail.com
419-654-5446
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Your Motorcycle Riders Foundation team in Washington, D.C.
is pleased to provide our members with the latest information
and updates on issues that impact the freedom and safety of
American street motorcyclists. Count on your MRF to keep
you informed about a range of matters that are critical to the
advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle. Published weekly when the U.S. Congress is in session.



June 8, 2017

Riders Keep Close Eye on Infrastructure Legislation
WASHINGTON, DC – Though modernizing the nation’s
infrastructure has been a looming issue for the federal government for decades, there has been increased emphasis since the
2016 presidential elections when then-candidate Donald
Trump pledged a significant investment to the issue. He came
one step closer to his promise when the White House released
its principles for an infrastructure package along with the
president’s FY18 budget request. The principles outline $200
billion in infrastructure investments
For motorcyclists, the area of infrastructure is one of interest.
Roads, highways, bridges are all well utilized by motorcyclists, yet many of these are considered structurally deficient.
More importantly, because the concept of infrastructure is so
broad, some policymakers will offer proposals that they have
championed for years that they hope to include in an infrastructure vehicle. Many of these could very well include seemingly unrelated efforts in the name of safety. Often, large legislative packages are viewed as opportunities to slip in provisions related to highway safety. These “riders” (no pun intended) are easy to miss in a large legislative package, but the
effects are far-reaching

pay for the infrastructure through toll roads, they will pay at
the pump via a gas tax.
While an infrastructure plan is easy to talk and campaign
about, it doesn’t mean it is easy to write, pass through Congress, or sign into law. Although Republicans currently control
the House, Senate, and presidency, several factors stand as
roadblocks to any major piece of legislation becoming law.
Despite a polarized Congress and busy legislative schedule,
however, there is a real appetite for considering a major overhaul to the nation’s infrastructure, and plenty of room for negotiation to help make it possible.
About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights
organizations as well as motorcycle clubs and individual
riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned with issues at the
national and international levels that impact the freedom
and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is
committed to being a national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and
works in conjunction with its partners to help educate
elected officials and policymakers in Washington and
beyond

In addition to maintaining a vigilant eye on what gets “stuck”
into an infrastructure package, there is also concern that President Trump will pursue a proposal to lift a federal ban that
prevents tolling on existing lanes of interstate highways:
“Tolling is generally restricted on interstate highways. This
restriction prevents public and private investment in such facilities,” the White House fact sheet says. “We should reduce
this restriction and allow the states to assess their transportation needs and weigh the relative merits of tolling assets.”
Supporters say it’s a way to charge motorists directly for the
roads that they use. Alternatively, others fear that if they don’t
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Next year’s 33rd Annual NCOM Convention will be held May
10-13, 2018 at the Renaissance – Riverview Plaza Hotel in
Mobile, Alabama. For further information, contact NCOM at
(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.
ANTI-PROFILING LEGISLATION FILED IN U.S. HOUSE
& SENATE
A bipartisan, bicameral group of lawmakers introduced a
resolution to address the issue of motorcycle profiling and
promote collaboration between the motorcycle and law
enforcement communities. U.S. Representatives Tim Walberg
(R-MI), Mark Pocan (D-WI), Michael C. Burgess, M.D (RTX) and Collin Peterson (D-MN) led the effort in the House
THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to (H.Res. 318), and U.S. Senators Ron Johnson (R-WI) and
Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) introduced the Senate version
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
(S.Res.154).
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law
Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in any kind of
accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-ABIKE.com.

BIGGEST LITTLE NCOM CONVENTION IN RENO
Like “The Biggest Little City in the World,” this year’s 32nd
annual NCOM Convention in Reno NV may have experienced
a slight reduction in numbers, but it continues to be the largest
gathering of bikers’ rights advocates on the planet with
hundreds of representatives from Motorcyclists Rights
Organizations (MROs), clubs and associations across the
country.

“This bipartisan resolution should send a clear message to
relevant regulatory and law enforcement agencies across the
country: motorcycle profiling has no place on our roads.
Instead, we must foster collaboration and cooperation between
these agencies and the riders in order to promote safety and
ensure all motorists are treated fairly under the law,” stated
Rep. Pocan in a press release issued by Rep. Walberg, co-chair
of the House Motorcycle Caucus.

“From coast to coast, Americans of all backgrounds
responsibly ride a motorcycle as their means of transportation
or simply to enjoy the open road. This bipartisan resolution
The National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) board of
aims to raise awareness about the reality of motorcycle
directors moved to broaden the spectrum of programs aimed to profiling and foster an open dialogue between motorcyclists
assist bikers’ rights groups while expanding outreach to active and law enforcement,” said Walberg.
segments of the motorcycling community such as the
Confederations of Clubs, women riders, clean & sober,
H.Res.318 – “Promoting awareness of motorcycle profiling
Christian Unity, sportbikers, tourers and veterans. The NCOM and encouraging collaboration and communication with the
Legislative Task Force likewise took action to provide
motorcycle community and law enforcement officials to
supportive services on the legislative front, while the Aid to
prevent instances of profiling,” has been referred to the House
Injured Motorcyclists (AIM) nationwide network of biker
Judiciary Committee, and defines profiling as; “motorcycle
attorneys continually develops new strategies for litigation on a profiling means the illegal use of the fact that a person rides a
litany of motorcycling issues.
motorcycle or wears motorcycle related apparel as a factor in
In addition to meetings and breakout sessions conducted
Mother’s Day Weekend, May 11-14 at the Silver Legacy
casino, the NCOM Convention featured seminars on Federal
Anti-Profiling Legislation, Civil Rights and How to Protect
Them, Driverless Vehicles, and a special presentation by Sr.
EMT Instructor Slider Gilmore on “The Diabetic Rider”.

deciding to stop and question, take enforcement action, arrest,
or search a person or vehicle with or without legal basis under
the Constitution of the United States.”

CONGRESSIONAL MOTORCYCLE CAUCUS SEEKS
MEMBERS
Since 2009, the Congressional Motorcycle Caucus has
provided a forum for members of Congress who ride to support
During the Silver Spoke Awards Banquet on Saturday evening, motorcyclists “through education and awareness in order to
several honorees were recognized for their contributions to
encourage responsible motorcycling.” The CMC also “serves
“Improving The Image of Motorcycling”, including;
to ensure that the motorcycling community is treated equitably
GOVERNMENT: U.S. Senator Jodi Ernst of Iowa; MEDIA:
by Congress as it considers infrastructure and environmental
Scott & Denise High of Thunder Roads Magazine policies, as well as safety and education programs.”
Tennessee; LEGAL: Christopher Slater, AIM Attorney for
Oregon & Washington; ENTERTAINMENT: Frank Fritz of
U.S. Representatives Tim Walberg (R-MI) and Michael C.
“American Pickers” TV Show; SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
Burgess, M.D. (R-TX) head the caucus, and with the new
Stephen Stubbs, NCOM Attorney – Nevada; and NCOM’s
Congress being recently seated the two sent a “Dear
highest honor, the Ron Roloff Lifetime Achievement Award,
Colleague” letter to their peers in the U.S. House of
was presented to Boar, NCOM Liaison for Confederation of
(Continued on Page 15, NCOM Biker Newsbytes )
Clubs.
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National and Regional News
WASHINGTON, D.C. —The AMA supports a federal bill
that would create a national register to preserve the records of historic vehicles, including motorcycles, that have
made a significant impact on U.S. history and culture. The bipartisan National Historic Vehicle Register Act (S. 966),
introduced by U.S. Sens. Gary Peters (D-Mich.) and Rob
Portman (R-Ohio), would require the U.S. Department of the
Interior to establish a register housed in the Library of Congress to preserve examples of American history and engineering innovation by documenting historically significant automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, and commercial vehicles. The
National Historic Vehicle Register Act would create a standalone register to preserve the records of historically significant vehicles that would include short narratives, photographs
and engineering drawings of each vehicle. To be eligible for
the register, vehicles must be connected to a significant person or event in American history, have a unique design or be
a rare model. The bill has been referred to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The AMA took immediate action upon the Senate confirmation of Robert Lighthizer as
U.S. Trade Representative, sending Lighthizer a letter demanding he remove European motorcycles from a tariff proposal related to U.S. beef exports. The AMA also called on its
members to inundate Lighthizer with their objections to a
plan to place the 100 percent tariff on motorcycles imported
from the European Union with an engine size between 51cc
and 500cc. The European motorcycles were included in a
long list of items that would be the subject of tariffs as part of
a long-running dispute between U.S. beef producers and the
European Union. The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative
stated publicly that motorcycles were included because officials there hoped the outrage of motorcyclists would give the
U.S. leverage over foreign governments.
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S. Interior Department
began accepting public comment May 12 on a list of national monuments designated since 1996 by three presidents under the American Antiquities Act of 1906. The
public comment period–the first ever for Antiquities Act consideration–is part of a federal review of all monuments of
more than 100,000 acres made by presidents during the past
21 years. The review also will include designations where
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke determines that the designation
was made without sufficient public outreach and coordination
with stakeholders. President Donald Trump ordered the review on April 26, giving Zinke 45 days to submit interim
recommendations and 120 days to submit suggestions for
legislation or recommend that the president reduce the size of
monuments larger than 100,000 acres or rescind the designa-
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tions altogether. The AMA supports the review as a way to
determine whether some monument designations included
more land than necessary. The AMA also believes presidents
should solicit input from the public before making such designations, even though the law does not require it.
WASHINGTON, D.C. — For the first time, motor fuel
sold in the United States averaged more than 10 percent
ethanol per gallon during 2016, according to a report released by the Renewable Fuels Association. The organization
used data from the federal Energy Information Administration
to conclude that the average ethanol content in gasoline last
year was 10.04 percent. Most fuel sold in the United States is
10 percent ethanol by volume, but fuel containing as much as
85 percent ethanol are available in some areas. None of the
estimated 22 million motorcycles and ATVs in use in the
United States is certified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to operate on fuel with more than 10 percent
ethanol.
State News
ST. PAUL, Minn. — The state Department of Natural
Resources invites residents to learn about proposed recreation opportunities in Centennial State Forest, a 3,394acre state forest in Trelipe Township, Cass County, donated
to the DNR in 2013. The meeting is scheduled for 5:30-7:30
p.m. June 26 in the Walker Community Center Rotary Room,
105 Tower Ave., Walker, Minn. Following a presentation at 6
p.m., there will be time for questions and answers, map review and comments. Minnesota state forests are classified
into three groupings for off-highway vehicle and motor vehicle use:
In “managed” forests you may ride on all state forest
roads, signed trails and non-designated routes that are
not posted closed.
In “limited” forests you may ride on all forest roads and
trailed signed for specific motor vehicle use.
“Closed” forests are open only to highway-licensed vehicles on forest roads.
As part of the overall planning process, the DNR is proposing
to classify Centennial State Forest as “limited.” The DNR is
also proposing to designate about 11 miles of forest roads to
allow OHV and motor vehicle use. Comments received at the
meeting will be used to develop a final recommendation that
will be submitted to the DNR commissioner for approval.
Written comments may be submitted by fax to (651) 2971157, by email to foresttrailplanning.dnr@state.mn.us, or by
mail to Joe Unger, Parks and Trails Division, Minnesota
DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4039. The
(Continued on Page 17– AMA News and Notes)

OutSpokin’

13

SHOULD A PERSON BE PROSECUTED FOR LOANING A VEHICLE
TO AN UNLICENCED
PERSON?
ABATE LEGAL has received reports of unlicensed drivers being
loaned vehicles resulting in crashes causing deaths and inju‐
ries. I set forth below dialogue of ABATE of Illinois leadership
on this issue. Let us know your thoughts.
George,
Overall, this strategy sounds good and the letter (BELOW)
works….
J. Ryan Hubbard
On May 23, 2017, at 4:33 PM, George Tinkham wrote:
Ryan,
Dan Harper and I discussed the draft letter at the end of this
message. Also, I am keeping Mike Brush and Rod Taylor ap‐
prised of this issue. Mike says the draft letter looks good to
him. Dan would like to see A.B.A.T.E. push for owners to be
held responsible for who drives their vehicles. He would like
your thoughts on this matter.
I intend to hand deliver the letters to Chief Winslow and
State’s Attorney Milhiser tomorrow. Your thoughts are appre‐
ciated.
George
FOLLOWING LETTER HAND DELIVERED
Chief Kenny Winslow
Springfield Police Dept. Re: Hold vehicle owners responsible
for allowing unauthorized
800 E. Monroe Street persons to drive
Springfield, IL 62701
Dear Chief Winslow:
Twice within the past month, we have seen the horrific conse‐
quences of irresponsible persons doing terrible things with
someone else’s motor vehicle. The least grievous case was
when a car was driven through the window into an occupied
McDonald’s on South Grand. Even worse was when a motor‐
ist killed a motorcycle operator and sent the motorcycle pas‐
senger to the hospital with serious injuries. In each case, the
car driver was unlicensed and was clearly unauthorized by law
to drive the respective vehicle.
Sections 6‐304 and 6‐304.1 of the Illinois Vehicle Code (625
ILCS 5/6‐304 & ‐304.1) prohibit a vehicle owner from allowing
an unauthorized person to drive. The tragic events described
above could not have happened if the owners of the respec‐
tive vehicles had obeyed these two sections. Unless vehicle
owners
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are held responsible for allowing illegal use of their vehicles,
we can expect these types of tragedies to continue.
The statutes cited above are designed to protect the public
from being harmed by irresponsible drivers – and owners – of
vehicles. These statutes are meaningless unless they are en‐
forced. I am, therefore, asking the Springfield Police Depart‐
ment to charge the respective vehicle owners with violating
the Illinois Vehicle Code and with any other violations that
may be appropriate. For example, an owner might be consid‐
ered an accessory before the fact.
Recognizing that arresting a vehicle owner has no effect
unless that owner is prosecuted, a copy of this letter is being
sent to Sangamon County State’s Attorney John Milhiser. The
public relies on your offices to protect us by punishing irre‐
sponsible vehicle owners. Unless you do so, there will be no
incentive for other owners to allow unqualified friends, family
members, etc. to wreak havoc with motor vehicles they
should never have been allowed to drive.
My family and I are counting on you and the State’s Attorney
to protect us. Please do so by punishing these irresponsible
vehicle owners to the fullest extent of the law.
Sincerely,
George W. Tinkham
Cc: Sangamon County State’s Attorney John Milhiser
Other states have wrestled with this issue. For example, Indi‐
ana law distinguishes between “control” and “custody”. I
suspect the “custody” provision was added to eliminate the
more difficult proof of “control”.
Permitting unlicensed person to drive
Sec. 3. (a) A person that has a motor vehicle in the person's
custody may not cause or knowingly permit a person to oper‐
ate the
vehicle upon a highway unless the person holds a valid license
or
permit under this article for the type of vehicle that the per‐
son is
operating.
(b) A person who violates this section commits a Class C
Infraction.
Permitting unlawful operation of vehicle
Sec. 4. (a) A person may not authorize or knowingly permit a
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(Continued from Page 12- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
Representatives soliciting CMC memberships from those who
ride or have an interest in motorcycle issues: “We invite you to
join the CMC to help promote these and other initiatives,” and
in addition to promoting sound policy, “CMC members can
help highlight the safety of motorcyclists through the
recognition of Motorcycle Awareness Month, hosting and
participating in industry fly-ins, drawing attention to the
national ‘Ride to Work Day,’ promoting rider awareness and
safety at national events -- such as the Sturgis Motorcycle
Rally and Summer X Games -- ensuring motorcycle safety is
remembered in the transportation reauthorization process, and
working to remind operators to be aware of motorcycles with
whom they share the roads and highways.”
If he or she rides, please encourage your Congressional
Representative to join the CMC by contacting Rep. Burgess’
office at 5-7772 or Rep. Walberg at 5-6276.
HISTORIC VEHICLE REGISTRY
A federal bill has been introduced in the 115th Congress “to
establish a program to accurately document vehicles that were
significant in the history of the United States.”
The National Historic Vehicle Register Act of 2017 (S.966)
was introduced April 27, 2017 by U.S. Senators Gary Peters (D
-MI) and Rob Portman (R-OH) and would require the U.S.
Department of the Interior to create a register housed in the
Library of Congress to preserve examples of historically
significant automobiles, motorcycles, trucks and commercial
vehicles.

support of a search warrant, falsely claiming to have also seen
a cash register in the clubhouse.
Law enforcement received a search warrant and entered the
clubhouse later that morning, seizing the club’s security
equipment, sound system, coolers, alcoholic beverages, and
paper documents. Law enforcement also froze the club’s bank
accounts.
On October 6, 2016, nearly a year after the raid, law
enforcement charged the club with the unlicensed sale of
alcohol. A.I.M. Attorney Justin Vinje represented the club and
requested law enforcement’s investigative reports. Those
reports mainly consisted of an analysis of the club’s banking
records and an inventory of items seized. The reports also
revealed that law enforcement never seized a cash register from
the premises.
During the case, a confidential informant with ties to local law
enforcement contacted Vinje, telling the club’s lawyer that law
enforcement asked her to attend club gatherings and wear a
wireless recording device to capture proof of unlicensed
alcohol sales.
The informant wore a wire and attended two club gatherings in
the spring of 2016. A SWAT team stood at the ready to raid
the club in the event of illegal activity. No unlawful alcohol
sales took place, but the government failed to provide any
records of this to the defense.

Attorney Vinje filed a motion to dismiss the charge, due to the
government’s failure to turn over records related to the
confidential informant’s activities. Vinje also filed a motion to
This project is the first of its type to create a permanent archive suppress evidence from the search, arguing that law
of significant historic vehicles that would include short
enforcement testified falsely about the presence of a cash
narratives, photographs and engineering drawings of each
register during its application for the search warrant.
vehicle. To be eligible for the register, vehicles must be
connected to a significant person or event in American history, Three days later, the government filed a motion to dismiss the
have a unique design or be a rare model.
charge, citing insufficient evidence to proceed and that
dismissal would serve the interest of judicial economy. The
The Senate bill has been referred to the Committee on Energy case was dismissed.
and Natural Resources.
NEW HAMPSHIRE REPEALS HANDLEBAR HEIGHT
LIQUOR SALES CHARGE AGAINST MOTORCYCLE
LAW
CLUB DISMISSED
Without a federal standard, the regulation of handlebars on
A North Dakota district court judge has dismissed a liquor
motorcycles rests with the states, and until recently New
sales charge against a Minot motorcycle club, following
Hampshire was among more than 30 states that limit the height
motions to dismiss filed by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists
of handlebars.
(A.I.M.) Attorney Justin Vinje and the prosecuting attorney.
On May 15, 2017 N.H. Governor Chris Sununu signed SB27;
The Ice Cold Ryders Motorcycle Club had been charged with
“RSA 266:77, relative to grips and handlebars on motorcycles,
engaging in the unlicensed sale of alcohol at their
is repealed.”
clubhouse. A police investigation of a nearby disturbance
(Continued on Page 32-- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
during the morning of November 29, 2015, led law
enforcement to peer inside the clubhouse during a social
gathering.
Inside, officers saw a large number of people socializing and
drinking alcoholic beverages. Law enforcement concluded that
unlicensed liquor sales were occurring. One officer testified in
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(Continued from Page 14 - Ask Our Lawyer)
motor vehicle owned by the person or under the person's
control to
be operated by a person who does not have a legal right to do
so or
in violation of this title.
(b) A person who violates this section commits a Class C In‐
fraction.
WHEN TREES GET YOU DOWN ‐ WHAT TO DO AND WHO TO
NOTIFY
Q: I was in a bike accident Monday. A tree was hiding the stop
light and I didn't see it until the last minute. I locked it up but
ended up sliding through the stop light and hitting a car. I was
given a ticket for running the red light. The officer told me
that I could go to court, plead my case about the light being
hidden and get the ticket dropped. He basically admitted that
the light was hidden. Now, people are telling
us to sue. We are not sue happy people, however, if the tree
had been trimmed, this would not have happened. What can I
do? ABATE member.
A: There are a number of things you can do to help yourself
out and preserve facts for the case that you have. You are like
a lot of folks in this country that have not been involved with
filing a lawsuit and want nothing to do with that process.
Sometimes a case like yours can be resolved simply by making
a request that is well documented and compelling. In order to
get to that position, get a series of photos approaching the
light from the lane in which you were riding. A simple camera
photo will do. If the city has already cut the branches, get
clear photos of their recent work. Statements of the adjoining
property owners and others witnessing the trimming by the
City should be obtained as soon as possible. These witnesses
are needed by you to confirm the obscuring tree branches and
issues concerning any notice the City had of the hazard. You
will have the burden to show how obscured the light was at
the time of the crash . If the City (you need to make sure they

had the responsibility for trimming the tree) has not trimmed
the branches yet, a notice by you to them is in order. A copy
of the cell phone photos should be emailed to them immedi‐
ately. I will have RoadHazard.org send a notice to them as
well. If you have a copy of the police report, send it to us. If
not, we will order one for you. That will be useful in both lo‐
cating the police officer who responded, as well as identifying
how he documented the accident. He may have listed critical
witnesses who can confirm our facts. You will need a state‐
ment from him admitting that the tree obscured the light asap
before he forgets about your case. You must also notify your
insurance carrier of your crash in writing. And send them a
copy of your photos and a copy of the crash report.
When you are making a claim against a government entity,
you will need to make sure you place them on notice of the
accident. Most states, including Indiana, require that a specific
notice be given to the government entity within 6 months of
the incident. If you fail to do that properly you can lose your
claim, so we need to do that one for you. In Illinois, suit must
be brought against the government entity within one year of
the incident. In Ohio, there is no notice requirement, but the
suit must be brought within two years.
Ride Safe & Free,
Rod Taylor
ABATE Legal Services
abatelegal.com
All questions from ABATE members are answered confiden‐
tially unless otherwise authorized and only after the matter is
concluded, except when authorization for publication anony‐
mously or otherwise is given for pending matters. Remember,
injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total recovery, and
expenses as approved by client. Elsewhere, you may pay 33
⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE members are
not charged for recovery of damage to your motorcycle, and
have access to a 24‐hour toll‐free telephone number. Call us
at 1‐(800)‐25‐RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: RodTay‐
lor@abatelegal.com © 2017

ABATE of Ohio Foundation
Bike Raffle

“SPECIAL”
Bike giveaway is August 26, 2017
At Margaritaville in Sandusky, OH
9:00pm

Buy 5 raffle tickets and get a 1
year membership in
ABATE of Ohio
For 1 YEAR!
See page 21 for details!
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DNR will accept written comments through July 26.
SILVER CITY, N.M. — The Gila National Forest is accepting
comments on its proposal to revise the 1986 Forest Plan and
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement. Comments
received during this 45‐day scoping period will determine the
breadth of issues that should be addressed during
development of the proposed plan and help identify significant
issues which will form the basis for alternatives. Comments
should be submitted by June 12 via email to gilaplan@fs.fed.us
or via mail to Gila National Forest, Attn: Forest Plan, 3005 E.
Camino del Bosque, Silver City, NM 88061. For further
information, contact Matt Schultz, forest planner, Gila
National Forest, (575) 388‐8280.
HARRISBURG, Pa. — Lawmakers are considering a bill that
would protect landowners who let dirt bike and ATV riders
use their land. H.B. 544 would granted protections from the
costs of litigation. The fear of lawsuits under the current
system discourages landowners from using their property as
they wish. The bill is intended to amend the Recreational Use
of Land and Water Act to reduce the liability for landowners
who allow the public to use their land for OHV riding and other
activities. Protection from liability claims would encourage
more landowners to open their properties to responsible OHV
riders. The bill is scheduled for a vote by the House Tourism
and Recreational Development Committee on June 6.

“The Race of Gentlemen” display beginning June 16 in The
Garage, a 10,000‐square‐foot special event space. “The Race
of Gentlemen” is an event in which dedicated craftsmen and
women build and restore vintage American hot rods and
motorcycles to blast down the beaches of the Jersey shore. On
display at the museum will be portraits, bikes and roadsters
pulled from past races. Among the highlights: a 1946 Harley‐
Davidson Knucklehead owned and raced by Jeff “Hollywood”
Baer and a 1947 Harley‐Davidson UL owned and raced by Tom
Rowe, a former flat tracker. For more information, visit:
www.harley‐davidson.com/content/h‐d/en_US/home/
museum/explore/exhibits/race‐of‐gentlemen.html.

International News
BRUSSELS — The Federation of European Motorcyclists’
Associations says low‐emission zones and city bans could
force motorcyclists into cars. The group conducted a survey of
motorcyclists, finding that 76 percent would change their
mode of transportation rather than buy a higher‐priced
motorcycle that meets Europe’s stricter emissions standards.
FEMA’s Wim Taal published an article online that warns
forcing riders to abandon their “low‐cost, pre‐2006
motorcycles” in favor of late‐model cars “could have serious
consequences for urban traffic, congestion and pollution.” The
FEMA survey included 5,402 people from 30 countries.
PARIS — Bosch is launching an e‐scooter sharing service
called COUP. The service includes 600 rentable e‐scooters that
Industry News
will be available in Paris starting this summer. Parisians will be
CANTIL, Calif. — The Honda Proving Center in Southern
California has reopened, providing testing capabilities for the able to make their way quickly and flexibly through the city's
hectic traffic. Bosch advertises the service as “an easy‐to‐use
company’s motorcycles, cars, side‐by‐sides and ATVs. The
refurbished center features a 7.5‐mile high‐speed banked oval alternative to public transportation, your own car, or a taxi.”
track capable of testing vehicles at speeds over 200 mph, and The service has been available in Berlin for the past year.
a 4.5‐mile road course with 28 curves and six hills. The proving COUP is a wholly owned subsidiary of Robert Bosch GmbH.
grounds also includes a new 1.3 million‐square‐foot vehicle
AMA News
dynamics area and a modified powersports complex to
support the development testing of Honda motorcycles, ATVs PICKERINGTON, Ohio — The 2017 AMA Motorcycle Hall of
and side‐by‐side vehicles. Honda also conducts product testing Fame induction ceremony will be Friday, Sept. 22, at the
and verification at the Transportation Research Center in East Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio. Each
Liberty, Ohio.
year, the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame welcomes new
DETROIT — Ford Motor Co. has patented a system for
members in a ceremony that is open to the public. In 2017, the
autonomous vehicles that allows them to detect lane‐
induction ceremony is part of an exciting weekend of
motorcycle activities staged in conjunction with the annual
splitting motorcyclists. The system combines input from
cameras and microphones to find the bike, and the vehicle’s
American International Motorcycle Expo, which brings
software considers its options before changing lanes.
together industry, press, dealers and consumers in a single
MILWAUKEE — Harley‐Davidson announced plans to build a location. This year, the weekend’s events are held in
plant in Thailand where motorcycles will be assembled from
Columbus, Ohio, just a short drive from the AMA Motorcycle
parts manufactured and shipped from the United States. The
Hall of Fame in Pickerington, so fans and friends can attend
the ceremony and visit the Hall of Fame. Ticket information for
company said the plant will cater to the Asia‐Pacific market,
the induction ceremony will be announced at a later date.
particularly China and Southeast Asia. Harley plans to begin
production in Thailand in 2018. “There is no intent to reduce
Check www.americanmotorcyclist.com/hof for more
our U.S. manufacturing due to this expansion. Our U.S.
information.
manufacturing will continue to supply the U. S. and certain
other global markets,” a company spokesperson told the New
York Times.
(Continued on Page 23 - AMA News and Notes)
MILWAUKEE — The Harley‐Davidson Museum will feature
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(Continued from page 17 - AMA News and Notes)
PICKERINGTON, Ohio — The AMA extends its deepest sym‐
pathies to the fiancé, family and friends of MotoGP world
champion Nicky Hayden, who died May 22 in a hospital in
Italy. Mr. Hayden, 35, was injured May 17 when he was struck
by a car while riding a bicycle during a training exercise along
Italy’s Rimini coast. He had competed in the Superbike World
Championship races at Imola the previous weekend. “The loss
of Nicky Hayden will be felt across the racing world, on the
track and off,” said AMA President and CEO Rob Dingman.
“Our thoughts and prayers are with the Hayden family during
this difficult time.” Mr. Hayden won the AMA 600 Supersport
title in 1999, the AMA Superbike Championship in 2002 and
the 2006 MotoGP title over rival Valentino Rossi. Mr. Hayden
switched to World Superbikes in 2016 and was 13th in the
2017 standings, riding for Red Bull Honda.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio — AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame mem‐
ber Joe Leonard passed away on Thursday, April 27, in San
Jose, Calif. He was 84. Mr. Leonard raced motorcycles and
cars during his career. He won the AMA Grand National
Championship in 1954, 1956 and 1957. In 1955, he finished
third. In all, Mr. Leonard amassed 27 national wins split be‐
tween the disciplines of TT, miles, half‐miles and road racing.
Leonard won the Daytona 200 twice, the Laconia Classic three
times and the Peoria TT seven times. After switching to auto
racing, Mr. Leonard won the USAC Championship Car Series in
1971 and 1972. Mr. Leonard was inducted into the Mo‐
torsports Hall of Fame of America in 1991 and into the AMA
Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 1998. Mr. Leonard’s AMA Motor‐

cycle Hall of Fame bio can be found here.
*****
AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and
edited by the American Motorcyclist Association. Designed to
inform motorcyclists of rights‐related issues and events in the
United States and around the world, AMA News & Notes wel‐
comes your input. Suggestions and editorial contributions can
be sent to AMA Managing Editor Jim Witters at jwit‐
ters@amacycle.org.
Sign up and stay informed: AMA News & Notes keeps motor‐
cyclists up‐to‐date on hot topics, news affecting the motorcy‐
cling community and opportunities to communicate with
elected officials. Click here to check the “Sign me up for News
& Notes” box.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to
make a difference on important issues. Click here to see the
most recent AMA Action Alerts, or to sign up and receive
them.
Readers also may sign up to receive AMA e‐newsletters: AMA
Extra includes a summary of AMA news, ATV E‐News includes
a summary of ATV‐related news and Hall of Fame Insider fo‐
cuses on the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. To subscribe to
one or more, click here.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it’s re‐
warding. To learn how you can help, visit us online.
Follow the AMA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
americanmotorcyclist, on Twitter @ama_riding and
@ama_rights and on Instagram at @ama_riding.

Happy
Independence
Day
July 4, 2017
www.abate.com
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Summertime... and the livin’ is easy!
I went on a “Mother’s Day Run” the other day that has been
put on by a local riding club called “The Buckaroos” for the
past 37 years. The club has been around many years longer
than even that and though I’ve ridden this run many times in
the past, it’s been a while. This time I was reminded once
again of just how much fun and hassle‐free a well thought out
run hosted by VERY experienced riders can be. The partici‐
pants numbered about 225 (a great turn‐out) and everyone
had a good time on a sunny day.
In our ABATE region (Region Zero), we’re fortunate in that
we have a reliable and responsible Road Captain (Ron Hart Jr.)
creating fun and safe routes for our regional runs, as well as
officers who take great care in helping to organize all the ex‐
tra fuss that goes with them (sign up, staffing the stops, food,
insurance, promotion, etc.) But I’ve also been on a few runs
put on by other clubs, organizations, and even private busi‐
nesses (who are usually just out to make some bucks), that
have been very poorly planned and executed.
There’s one local yearly run (whose name I won’t mention
here) that is so grossly over‐attended by a few thousand bikes
that I won’t even go on it anymore after witnessing inexperi‐
enced riders running into each other in parking lots, bikes
getting into traffic mishaps due to poor planning, super‐long
waits standing in the lengthy lines at each stop, and route
directions that are often so obscure and confusing that many
people become easily lost unless they’re riding with locals
who are familiar with the area and the stops. Now, getting
lost CAN be fun, but not when you’re surrounded by excitable
and confused semi‐drunk newbies going every which way on
bikes they can’t seem to control under any circumstance. I’m
not paranoid, I’m just aware of some other folk’s lack of riding
chops. You should become so too if you’re not.
Some of those other runs, whether it’s a poker run, a pro‐
cession run, or even a parade with official police escorts, can
turn into something sorta like that “Running with the Bulls”
thing that takes place in a little town in Spain where idiots try
to outrun (on foot) the bulls that are bred for bullfights as
they stampede through the city on their way to the bullring
where they’re slowly tortured to death for entertainment by
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some OTHER idiots with swords. I tend to try to keep my
distance from people like that LOL.
So, for those of you who have NOT been on many runs: Pick
and choose which ones you attend carefully, as well as the
people you ride on ‘em with. I gotta say that every ABATE run
I’ve ever been on was put on by people who know how to do
it and have been putting them on for a very long time.
Okay, enough of that...
I was visiting with some friends who have small children the
other day and something happened that was adorable, and
yet kinda weird in that it invoked an odd memory. This little
girl (who was legally too young to ride... I think she was three)
asked if I’d take her for a spin on my scoot. I told her, “You’re
still too tiny, but in a few years Sweetie.” Then I winked at
her mom who smiled when her daughter replied, “Then I
can’t wait to get big!”
Well that wink reminded me of a houseguest who stayed
with me for a few months a few years ago. I charged her
minimal rent in exchange for minimal housekeeping. Anyway,
I can’t even remember the specific thing we were talking
about that day, but it was an innocent exchange like her ask‐
ing me to pick up something for her from Walmart... sham‐
poo, Q‐tips, or whatever. I slowly replied, “Well, I guess so”
like it was a big deal, then I winked at her implying that I was
only kidding and of course I would.
Man! Did she get pissed off!! Not about anything I said or
how I said it, but about the fact that I had winked at her! It
took me a few minutes to even realize that she had the
“winking thing” all wrong! It took me even longer than that
to calm her down and explain to her that uncles, dads, and
grandfathers often winked at little kids as a tease or a joke.
Couples wink at each other as a sign of endearment, and a
strange guy might even wink at a female to imply that she was
cute and he was flirting with her. If she initiates or even sim‐
ply returns the wink, then the game is afoot and it’s all good.
But this woman was raised by a single mother, had no other
known male relatives, and apparently she thought that wink‐
ing at someone was some kind of derision, like an obscene
finger gesture or something. This poor woman must have
thought all of her life that if someone winked at her (and she
was a babe), it was a very BAD thing! At most, winking could
be considered flirtatious, it could mean a prank is being
played on someone, or maybe a fib is being told or a joke was
being shared... but I never heard of anyone getting so pissed
about a WINK!
I could see a woman maybe ignoring a few of them if they
were persistently from an annoying guy who kept trying to hit
on her, but to get that pissed off about one wink from some‐
one who shared the same bathroom? LOL! On that day I
realized two things: (1.) That living with this individual was
getting to be too much of a hassle, and (2.) That the misun‐
derstanding of what most of us might think of as socially com‐
mon knowledge and behavior might not be so common to
many of us.
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For instance, most of us know what giving somebody the
finger means... but do we really? I’m not so sure. I learned
from a history professor long ago that it goes back to the
ancient Greeks, but he wouldn’t explain what it means to the
class because it’s nasty and not publically correct (that’s why
I’m glad I never became a teacher... I’d be in jail for many
reasons). Years later I was told by an old Greek guy I worked
with that it had something to do with a goat, but I still have
no idea what because HE wouldn’t tell me either! Now,
whenever somebody gives someone else the finger, I doubt if
THEY know what it really means. I’ve since realized it can
even be a sign of friendship and brotherhood.
Some years ago Haskell down in Region 5 gave me the fin‐
ger out of the blue at a June Jam, and for a few seconds I
didn’t know why he did it, or what to think! I DID know we
were buddies, so I ignored it at the time and didn’t ask him,
“WTF?!! Are you winking at me?” LMAO!
Likewise, in Vietnam if you sit facing someone with your
feet splayed open instead of closely aligned, THAT means
something extremely rude, but I still don’t know exactly what.
In the Middle East and many Arab cultures, you never use
your left hand for anything like giving or accepting change,
especially if it involves food (like passing someone a sandwich
or something to drink). There, traditionally the left hand is
considered “dirty”. That probably comes from the fact that
there aren’t any trees in the desert to produce paper prod‐
ucts. (Figure it out LOL!)
My Grandmother (the one who nicknamed me “Bum”) tried
to teach me, “Always fill your soup spoon by scooping it way
from you in the bowl rather than towards you. That way
people won’t think you’re a bum.” I dunno... perhaps some
fancy‐shmancy “classy” people are so damned stupid and
uncoordinated that they’re always worried about splashing
soup onto the front of their tuxedos and gowns. That’s how I
ended up with this name and I still don’t know what that was
all about. Hell, I don’t even eat soup that often! When I do, I
just lower my face to the table and lap it up like a dog (I mean
if yer gonna get into something, then get into it!) Later my
beard allows me to enjoy the leftovers.
Manners, traditions, superstitions, and customs can usually
be explained by examining history if ya really wanna take the
time to investigate them.
Regarding that, I’m one of the few people I know who
climbs on bikes from the right side. That’s because of a bullet
I took in the spine in my dumb days (fortunately that’s the
only noticeable result of all that now). But most people do
NOT mount a bike from the right side simply because of a
tradition that goes back to the way a horse is mounted: Men
used to wear swords on their left side because most people
were right‐handed and they’d need to reach over to their left
side to remove their sword from its scabbard. Well, ya can’t
easily mount a horse from the right with a sword dangling
down your left leg. And that’s also why bikes are usually
manufactured with the kickstands on the left causing the bike
to lean that way when parked... by then people were just
used to climbing up onto a horse from its left. Just about all
horses are raised, trained, and have become accustomed over
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the past few thousand years to being mounted on their left,
so it might confuse ‘em and make them uncomfortable and
skittish if you don’t. That’s where those traditions come
from.
As a matter of fact that’s also why in Britain they drive on
the left side of the road. If you approached an oncoming
possible foe from the left lane you could slash at him with
your right sword arm.
On many foreign motorcycles (and pre‐1975 Sportsters), the
shifter is on the right because a racetrack runs counter‐
clockwise. This means that your left foot can almost drag in
the dirt (or on the blacktop) leaving your right foot clear to
shift the gears. After 1975 all American street bikes had to be
manufactured to shift on the left due to the new national
production standards. But speaking of racing...
Ever hear that a green motorcycle was bad luck? Well that
old superstition isn’t around so much anymore anyway and
back when it was commonly known to old‐school bikers,
THAT wasn’t even supposed to be about bikes... it was about
racecars. Bikes were mistakenly substituted into the legend.
So don’t worry if you’re superstitious and your bike is green.
It all goes back to 1910 when a horrible accident sent driver
Lee Oldfield’s green racecar flying into the grandstands at the
New York State Fair in Syracuse killing several spectators.
Oldfield survived, but had to live with that tragedy for the rest
of his life and that was where the superstition was born.
Then, in 1920 Gaston Chevrolet (his family is where the car
company got its name) was racing his green Chevy at the
Beverly Hills Speedway in California on a large oval wooden
board track over a mile in length, when he collided with an‐
other car killing himself, the driver of the other car, and the
other car’s mechanic (they rode in the car back then with the
driver). That cemented the idea that green was not a good
color to choose when selecting a car, a bike, or a steak.
(What? Did I just say that out loud?)
Well, my belly’s grumbling and I’m thinking about a steak,
so I better go fire up the grill.
Talk to ya next month,

Bummer
PS Don’t explode anything you’re not supposed to this
Fourth of July (wink).
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Only $16.67/month
With 12 month Purchase
See Page 36 for details!
Email to: outspokin@abate.com
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REGION THREE

REGION ZERO
Region Director: Mary K Johnson 330-533-3765
Deputy Director: Open
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County
Coordinators for time and location.
Columbiana: Open
Mahoning & Trumbull: Open
Portage & Summit County: Open
Website: http://regionzero.abate.co
Hello Region Zero
I just wanted to let everyone know that there will not
be a monthly meeting in July. I will send out a reminder to
everyone in the mail. There will be a meeting in August to
discuss various topics from the state board meeting and our
upcoming Veteran Outreach Run in September.
Ride Safe
Mary Kay

REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday
every month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American
Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

NO REPORT

Region Director: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Dana Frost for
all information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Mercer county: Open
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Shelby County: Open
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION FOUR
Region Director: Ruby Worchuck,
rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of
every month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and
General Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless
otherwise noted. Meetings are held between the four
county areas. Please contact your County
Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
Website: http://region4.abate.com

REGION TWO
Region Director - Adam Trembly
Deputy Director - Eric Bolyard
Region 2 meetings will be held at VFW Post 1058 at
1318 Putnam Ave, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 at 2:00
p.m., always on the first Sunday, except July and
Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
No meeting in December.
Coshocton County: Connie Northrup
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker
Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Eric Bolyard
Muskingum County: Dennis Robbins
Website: http://region2.abate.com

NO REPORT
www.abate.com
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REGION FIVE
Region Director: Tim Kaelin
- 513-561-4745
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties - First
Sunday of the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn,
7837 Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712.
Phone: 513-683-0207
Clinton County Meeting – Second Sunday of month,
11am @ American Legion Post 49, 140 E. Locust St.,
in Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com
Region 5 Clinton County will be holding the Clinton County
26th Annual Car & Bike Show at Royal Z Lanes located in
Wilmington, Ohio on July 8th. Entry Fee $10.00. Registration
11AM ‐ 3PM. Judging at 3PM. Music by Chazziz DJ Service.
Region 5 meetings are held for Clinton County as well as
Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton (combined) counties.
Region 5 meetings for Clinton County are held every 2nd
Sunday of the month at 11AM at American Legion Post 49
located in Wilmington, Ohio.
Region 5 meetings for Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton Counties
are held every 1st Sunday of the month at 11AM at The Train
Stop located in Foster, Ohio.
Meeting rescheduling will be posted in the Outspokin’
when possible. Check the Region 5 web site for the most up to
date meeting information at region5.abate.com.
Tim Kaelin
Region 5 Director

REGION SIX
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties:
Bill Jenks , 937-999-7558.
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-3372351-Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck
Yeahs in Piqua
Montgomery County: Scott Plassenthal 937-2193725
Preble County: Dale Yingling –513-304-9290
Website: www.region6.abate.com
Region 6 is going strong, probably the best it has ever been.
We have 5 County Coordinators with another getting ready to
take over Champaign County. This is truly great that we have
strong members taking on these Counties that we haven’t had
activity in the past.
Our last Region meeting in May, we had 18 members and 2
visitors present. A first in a long time.
Past events like Blessing of the Bikes at Kilkare Speedway
had a 2 week delay and we setup at Festival on the Hill on
June 24th for membership and get our efforts out to the
public.
July 4th we are participating in Fairborn Ohio Parade. Lining
up at 9AM. James Saul our newest Coordinator has set this up.
He also had his first Greene County meeting on June 20th. I
want to thank Scott Plassenthal for helping James get his
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Coordinator legs.
July 15th is our S.L.U.T. RUN ride starting at One More in
Piqua, Ohio. Come ride with us.
Piqua Bike Fest is coming in September 2017, more to
follow.
We recently went to ride with Region 14 on their Memorial
Ride. It is great to get out to other areas and ride. Thank You
Region 14 for a great day and good food at the end of the day.
Ride Safe,
Dave Griffin
Region 6 Director

REGION SEVEN
Region Director: Ron Sears 419-463-8484
Deputy Director: Vivian Adams 419-665-2715
Region meeting: Call Director
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
Erie County/Huron County: Open
Lucas County: Open
Ottawa County: Open
Sandusky County: Open
Seneca County: Open
Wood County: Open
Website: http://region7.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION EIGHT
Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
Email: Region8@abate.com
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
Website: www.region8.abate.com
Hey Region 8,
Just a few quick notes. Thank you to all that showed up for
the Look Twice Save a Life Run, we finally had decent enough
weather to have a better turn out than we've had during the
monsoons the last 3 years and make sure you thank
Somerdale Inn and Tom and Shelby for helping with the cost
of the band and Mark Miller for cooking the chicken so we
could have great entertainment and great food at the end be
for a price that can't be beat especially if you we're a member
that pre‐ registered for $5.00.
I'll have a full run down of the Freedom Rally results next
month and once again if you see Amos Mullet tell him we
missed him at the May meeting also, I did.
Gotta Go,
Tim Cordray
Region 8 Director
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REGION NINE
Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Roger Wright 614-286-7676
**Franklin County Summer meeting location is The
Oak Grove Tavern, 8340 Alkire Rd., Galloway, OH
Noon– First Sum. Of the month (Holiday Changes-;
July-7/9, Sept.– 9/10**
Pickaway ,Madison, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Union
Co’s: Open
Just back from Rolling Thunder XXX. Nice to see a BUNCH of
“Share the Road” type freeway signs all across Maryland, in
W.V. , Pa., and Ohio. Despite cool temps, and worse later in
the day, I’m gonna officially call this year’s Awareness Rally
(and After Rally) a SUCCESS! Not kidding‐ that parade looked
to be about a mile or so long. (Hey Pete‐ loved your story last
month‐ had about the same weather same weekend in 89 for
the first Rally!) Shout out to my new pal Johnny Scales from
the Mayor’s office. Looks like ABATE and the City of Columbus
have started a promising new relationship! HUGE Thanks to
RBP, Kathy G., D.D. Cynthia all the other R.9 worker bees that
helped out. Also Thanks to Victory’s for providing
refreshments, GREAT food, and top shelf hospitality. Most
importantly, Thanks to all who came in support of a safe 2017
riding season.
It’s 99% locked that we’re gonna have a poker run on
Aug.12. Tentatively, with support from the Legion Riders on
Hamilton Rd. Something like…. Return of the Sturgis East
Run…. (chuckle!).. Details at our next couple meetings, on the
State website, and here next month. Also, for the Freek‐‐‐I
mean Facebook friendly, check “Duncan RW” for the flyer
(when it’s approved) and other buffoonery.
I hope you all attended the Freedom Rally. I’ve been to a
bike party or two‐hundred in my life, and I can verify that this
is/was a fiiine time!
Speaking of Events‐ the wheels have slowly started turning
for the joint R.10 and R.9 Homeless Vets poker run/fundraiser
on 9/9. Details soon. Be there. It'll make your heart feel 10
times larger! We'll need some volunteers to make this
happen. Lemme know.
HEY—How’re all the rest of you Regions doin’ on that
Challenge R.9 threw at ya in January regarding the Buy a Day
donations? (I said I’d buy your Director a cold one if ya beat
us, but so far it’s looking like somebody’s are gonna have to
take care of ME!!)
Hope your having a fantastic and safe summer. The sad
news is that crashes and broken lives have already started
piling up. Do me a favor‐be super aware out on the street,
and don’t fall into that category!
Later!
Roger Wright
Region 9 Director

REGION TEN

Deputy Director: Phil Weber 614-273-5313
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble
Counties
Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB
page for information.

NO REPORT
REGION ELEVEN
INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-3193644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, &
Washington Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~

REGION TWELVE
INACTIVE
Region Director: Open
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County
Geauga County
Lake County
Website: www.region12.abate.com

REGION FOURTEEN
Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: OPEN
Crawford County - Matt Gardner 419-971-6767
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-0229
Morrow County - Dixie Brown 740-504-5287
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com

Hello
Region 14 had a nice Memorial ride. Nothing overly
exciting, but a good fun day.
The famous Mayberry bunch joined us and made it funner.
Good people.
Missy put together some food at the end of the ride and it
was greatly appreciated.
Thank you, dear girl.
This coming weekend is the MAHRA Rodeo; hopefully I’ll
be around to tell you about that next month.
Tim Cordray and Region eight will be having the Freedom
Rally the end of June, MAHRA and Region 14 are locked and
loaded.
Speaking of Mayberry, the Big Nasty Party is August 19th.
4511.132 Operation at intersections with malfunctioning
traffic control signal lights.
They amended the law to include this as defining a
malfunctioning traffic light:
or the signals are otherwise malfunctioning, including the
failure of a vehicle detector to detect the vehicle:
So if your ride doesn’t trip the sensor, treat it like a stop sign

Region Director: Mike Vance 614-653-3894
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(Continued on Page 32, Region News)
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during Mardi Gras, Halloween or for religious reasons.”

(Continued from Page 29, Region News)
Look both ways, make sure you’re clear, and proceed with
caution.
Let’s move on getting those sustaining memberships sold.
It costs $100 and the businesses name will appear on the
website and in Outspoken.
It’s a great way for businesses to support ABATE, and a great
way for us to recognize the businesses that support us.
Don’t know what I’m talking about? Hit me up.
The end
Pete Barnes
Region 14 Director
419‐722‐9941

REGION SIXTEEEN
Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com

NO REPORT

(Continued from page 15 - NCOM Biker Newsbytes )
The Granite State began regulating handlebars in 1967; a
time when many state legislatures associated motorcycling
with the counter‐culture captured by films like “The Wild
Ones” and “Easy Rider,” explained Charlie St. Clair, executive
director of the Laconia Motorcycle Week Association. “Law
enforcement pulled people over for high bars as a tool for
probable cause,” he said in applauding the bill’s passage,
adding, “I have never heard of handlebars presented as a
safety issue.”
Unfortunately for attendees of this year’s Laconia Motorcy‐
cle Week, held annually since 1923 during the nine days in
June ending on Father’s Day, the law becomes effective 60
days after passage, which will be July 11, 2017.

Now a bill authored by Rep. Alan Seabaugh (R‐Shreveport),
HB161, would revise the law to exempt motorcycle safety
helmets. By all indications, the bill will pass, and it is cur‐
rently pending Senate final passage. Speaking be‐
fore the Committee on Administration of Criminal Justice,
Rep. Seabaugh said his bill arose out of complaints from mo‐
torcyclists in his district who said they have been harassed by
"overzealous law enforcement officers." Riders have been
pulled over at random, according to testimony by ABATE of
Louisiana, claiming one officer in particular has targeted mo‐
torcyclists whose helmets and face shields concealed their
faces.
Apparently recognizing the absurdity of ticketing motorcy‐
clists for wearing helmets, when helmets are required by law,
committee members unanimously agreed that the mask‐
wearing ban needs revision. They tacked on an amend‐
ment “clarifying that the exemption only applied to motorcy‐
cle helmets being used during a ride,” then recommended
the bill for full House approval.
Rep. Terry Landry (D‐New Iberia), a former Louisiana State
Police superintendent, thanked the committee for supporting
the bill. "I think it corrects a wrong."
WEIRD NEWS: MAN ATTEMPTED SEX WITH MOTORCYCLE
A man has appeared in court in Canterbury, England for alleg‐
edly attempting to have sex with Suzuki’s most alluring
model, a GSX‐R. Mechanophilia, where a person is sexually
attracted to cars, motorcycles, helicopters, ships, planes and
other vehicles, is a crime in the U.K. and if found guilty, per‐
petrators can be placed on the sex offenders' register.
The 33‐year old chap reportedly exposed himself in public
and tried to engage in a tempestuous relationship with his
motorcycle, after previously being seen punching and kicking
the bike on the same day. Apparently drunk and on drugs, he
claimed in court to remember dropping his trousers but de‐
nied exposing himself and has pleaded not guilty to indecent
exposure and criminal damage.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “The one thing that doesn't abide by
majority rule is a person's conscience.”
~ Harper Lee (1926‐2016) author of the classic novel “To Kill a
Mockingbird”

BILL ADDRESSES “MASKED” MOTORCYCLISTS BEING CITED IN
LOUISIANA
Louisiana has a law prohibiting the wearing of masks in pub‐
lic, and according to an article in the Baton‐Rouge Times‐
Picayune, motorcycle riders are being “pulled over and tick‐
eted under the mask‐wearing law because they were wearing
helmets that concealed their faces.” Louisianans are banned
from “concealing their faces with masks or hoods, except
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) is a "Not for Profit" organization.
Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products are NOT tax deductible as a
charitable contribution.
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In Memory of Tommy Wire, Ride Free, Brother!
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kirkbride
Support the Freedom Rally
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Crystal Young - Never Stop Dancing!
Thank you, John Shoop!
Thank you, John Shoop!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
Scott Greentree "Tree" - Nothin' but smooth road now, Brother
In Memory of George Gantner Sr.
In Memory of Brian Lucas, Region 9 members
In Memory of Brian Nissley - Until We Ride Again!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
See You at The Freedom Rally!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

Joyce Kittle
ABATE

Dave Griffin
Foundation

In Memory of Maggie Cheek, Past Region 6 Director
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
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CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.
(See page 37)

FOR SALE: 1985 Chevy Suburban.
Clean, solid, original Calif. Vehicle. 4
speed on the floor with unique creeper
gear. $4,500 440-543-1804 or test to 216
-440-2463 Reg. 12

Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

FOR SALE: Stock seat for a 1997 Dyna
Low-rider. In great condition. $75
Please call or text Ken at 513-262-0882

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE

FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.

or call 419-294-8066

FOR SALE: 2000 FLSTS Heritage
Springer. Suede green, lots of extra
chrome and custom parts, leather
fringe on seat and bags, never down,
runs great and looks beautiful. Located in region 7, Swanton. $13,500
firm. Call 419-392-8660 Jack. Please

FOR SALE:
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.

FOR SALE: 1998 Damon Daybreak 32’
Class A Motor home. GM drive train and
chassis. Very clean. 2nd owner 42,000mi.
$14,500. 440-543-1804 leave msg or text
to 216-440-2563 Reg 12
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!
Marion Area Harley Riders 0217

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0217

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0117

Joe & Robin Pickins 0217

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0217

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0217

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0317

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0416

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986
0416
Jim Elgin, In memory of Barb “Penny”
(Elgin) Carpenter 0417

www.abate.com

Journeymen M.C. Inc. 0617
ABATE of Ohio, Inc, Region 6 1016

OutSpokin’

Bill & Cindy Balach 0617
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ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com
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ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon

112 W Mansfield

Bucyrus

419-562-1256

Country Barrel Restaurant

6179 Cinti-Brookville Rd

Okeana

513-717-4084

Foster's Homemade Ice Cream

30551 Chardon Rd

Willoughby Hills

440-944-9210

Classics & Customs Body Shop

807 W Main St

Crestline

419-689-0812

DJ’s Cycles (Repair)

6310 Columbia Rd, NW

Dover

330-878-0105

R & L Auto Care, Inc.

617 Canton Rd NW

Carrolton

330-627-2005

Amsoil Products

jsbowersock@yahoo.com

Pickaway Cty

614-306-2570

Steve;s Auto Glass

3584 Ventura Blvd

Grove City

614-554-9004

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel

FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS
The Financial Concept Group, LLC

5211 Mahoning Ave #110

Austintown

330‐259‐0744

Cleveland Mortgage Service

11221 Pearl

Strongsville

800-686-4901

PHOTAGRAPHY
Cowtown Photography

740 Sugar

Westerville

614-707-1471

Captured by Lydia Photography

3652 N Amblewood Circle

Lima

419-303-5904

MISCELLANEOUS
Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church

4819 Parson Ave

Columbus

614-491-5262

Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC

1677 Jackson Road

Columbus

614-271-8577

Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

10926 Haddix

Fairborn

937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc

2300 National Rd SW

Hebron

740-954-8004

Kaeppner’s Woods

34070 Sutton Road

Logan

740‐385‐3885

Massages by Maggie

870 Oakwood

Painesville

440-655-3927

Columbus Rehab & Renovation

611 Erikson

Whitehall

614-783-6414

Stuckey Insurance Services

3915 Broadway

Grove City

614-875-1630

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band

3190 Nolan Road

Zanesville

740-454-4827

Jim Scott - Wedding Officiant

1210 Broad St

Ashland

419-289-0913

Hair Quarter's

332 Buckeye Blvd

Port Clinton

419-732-3302

Realtor Cindy Vannicelli

105 Mound St

Circleville

740-497-1860

Milestone Carriages, LLC

7540 Elida Road

Delphos

419-339-0404

Individual Financial Services

3708 S Columbus Ave, Ste 9

Sandusky

419-515-0862

Winesburg Meats, Inc

2181 US Rt 62

Winesburg

330-359-5092

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~
If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com
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Sustaining Life Members
ALESSI

GARY *DUCK*

KORNS

ED

BAILEY

MICHAEL A

KORNS JR

MICHAEL D

BAKER

DUANE

KRESSER

SUZANNE

BAKER

KATHE

LILLY

CHARLENE

BEREIT

ELAINE

MARTIN

GARY R

BEREIT

ERIC

MARTIN

PAMELA J

MILLS

DUANE E

BLAIR

RICHARD

MORELAND

KATHY

BLAKELY

DAVE

MORRISON

CAROL

BOWERSOX

WILLIAM L

MYERS

TIM

BREEDING

NORMAN

PARKER

BOB *CRASH*

BUCCO

DAVE

PARKER

BOB *CRASH*

CATER

CLIFF

PERKINS

KEN

CLARK

STEVE

PHILLIPS

CHARLES

CLARK

TERESA

PICKENS

JOE

CORBIN

BRYCE

PICKENS

ROBIN

SAPP

MARTIN W

COX

GLENN

SEELINGER

TOM

CRAMER

TERRY

SELLERS

GARY N

DOLAN

GREG

SORGEN

CARL

ELGIN

JIM

SPEAKER

WILLIAM H

FEDOR

ROBERT S

STOCK

KAREN K

FIFE

LORI

STOCK

MICHAEL

FIFE

TIM

SUTTER

RUDY

GULLEY

ANTHONY MARK

TREBING

J DAVID

WHITMAN

GARRISON *COWBOY*

HACKER

DANIEL F

WIBBELS

JACK

HARVEY

DEAN

WOLFER

ED

HENDRICKSON GEORGE

WOODRUM

JOE

HODGE

JIM

WOODRUM

CLINTON R

JOHNSON

TIM *T J*

WRIGHT

ROGER
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Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
Single Member Dues $10 if N*, $20 if Y
Couple Member dues $20 if N*, $30 if Y
Printed Newsletter? ____N* / _____Y
N* - get online - ABATE.com
Date ___/____/____ return to State Office in 7 days
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________
Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

