ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Mary K Johnson
330-533-3765
DD-Open
Columbiana County—Open
Mahoning County– Open
Portage/Summit Counties
Trumbull County—Open
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
Adam Trembley
DD Eric Bolyard
Coshocton County
Connie Northrup
Guernsey County
Brenda Foraker
Licking County
Eric Bolyard
Holmes County
Knox County
Muskingum County
Dennis Robbins
Region 03
Dana Frost
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
William Zizelman
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

Open
Open

419-230-4969
419-230-4969

937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-256-2560
Defiance County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
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Fayette County
Highland County

B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

Jackson County
Open
Meigs County
Open
Washington County Open

Open
Open

Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6920
Champaign/Clark Counties
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Montgomery County
Scott Plassenthal
937-361-0486
Preble County
Open
Region 07
Ron Sears
419-463-8484
DD– Vivian Adams 419-665-2725
Erie County
Open
‘Huron County
Open
Lucas County
Open
Ottawa County
Open
Sandusky County
Open
Seneca County
Open
Wood County
Open
Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-340-8882
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-946-0911
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681

Region 12
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open
Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Open
Crawford County
Matt Gardner
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Dixie Brown
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes

Medina County
Garret Robison
330-278-2714
Richland County
Deborah Stephens 419-689-9459
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
419-722-9941
419-971-6767
419-937-4341

800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644

www.abate.com
State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

740-360-0760
614-560-9229
740-504-5287
419-294-8066

Region 16
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
DD–Wayne Snyder 440-774-2566
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
440-774-2566
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
Lorain County
Wayne Snyder
440-774-2566

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

Region 09
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
DD Cynthia Piper 614-747-0788
Delaware County
Open
Franklin County
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
Madison County
Open
Pickaway County
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Open
Union County
Open
Region 10
Mike Vance
DD-Phil Weber
Hocking County
Fairfield County
Perry County
Vinton County
Morgan County
Noble County

614-653-3894
614-273-5313
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 11
Call State office 800-25-BIKER
Athens County
Open
Lawrence County
Open
Gallia County
Open
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C: R’s 9,5 & 6
D: R’s 3, 4, 7, & 14
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State Seminar, April 7‐8, 2017 @ Double
Tree by Hilton, Akron, Ohio (330) 869‐
9000, you still have time to be there, so
ABATE
let’s ride.
of Ohio, Inc.
Yesterday 2.28.17 Government
Relations Director, Kolman Fuzy and I
COB Corner
had a Strategy Meeting at the Vernal G.
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
Riffe Center, Columbus, Ohio with State
Chairman of the Board
Representatives Al Landis and Doug
Greene in Representative Landis Office.
We got together to plan our strategy for
the 132nd General Assembly. First on the
list was our Road Guard Bill that died in
the last session and we decided to retool the proposal and give it a stronger push in
this session and Al was determined to get with the Minnesota Department of Public
Safety to see if they could give us some ideas when we craft a new proposal.
Next we were informed that the Red Light Bill, that passed through in the Lame Duck
Session last year was intended for Bicycles Only! An Amendment to this Statute was
fast tracked thru the House was in the Senate and would be on the Governor’s Desk
in short order. So if you encounter a Red Light that does not recognize your
Motorcycle you can report the malfunctioning traffic control device to the Ohio
Department of Transportation by using the ABATE Legal Services
www.roadhazard.org, or contact ODOT directly using the Red Light Hotline (614) 387
‐0722 or biker.report@dot.state.oh.us as we have done in the past. Mixed emotions
on this one, ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and the American Motorcyclist Association did not
like the proposal initially because we believe all Traffic Control Devices should be in
good working order at all times, ODOT agrees and took appropriate steps to let the
motoring public help them maintain these devices with the Hotline and Website.
NOTE; Traffic Lights are controlled by magnetic strips that are inlayed in
the pavement behind the stop line at a Traffic Light. To actuate the Traffic Control
Device, stop directly over the silver strip to trip the magnet and change the Light, this
should work for 2, 4 or 18 wheel motor vehicles, if not report it
United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.
Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

STATE BOARD MEMBERS

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

www.abate.com

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org

OutSpokin’

Chairman of the Board: Jim Elgin
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman: Ed Schetter
ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague
Ex Officio Officer: Mike Noe
Executive Director/ NCOM Rep- Ed Schetter
Treasurer: Kim Chafin
Secretary: Cindy Balach
Deputy Directors: A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl
C: Kolman Fuzy - D: Jim Sprague
State Security Dir.: John Shankster
State Products: OPEN
State News Dir.: Lisa Barnes
Government Relations Dir.: Kolman Fuzy
Safety & Ed. Director: Mike Stock
State Events Director: Bill Balach
Technical Director: Tim “TJ” Johnson
Office Staff: Chris Winchester
Ohio MRF Rep: Jim Elgin

5

The weather’s
getting warmer and
I’m seeing more
and more bikes one
ABATE
the road, mine
of Ohio, Inc.
included. Remem‐
ber people in cars
Executive Director
have gotten a little
Ed
rusty on their abil‐
“Enjoying the Ride”
ity to look for us.
Schetter
That is those that
developed the skill
in the first place.
Give them a little more time and space to see you. Make sure
your “LOOK TWICE SAVE A LIFE” sign is properly displayed. If
you don’t have one or it needs replaced. I’m sure there is an
order form in here or go to a meeting or see the web site. I
really don’t want to spend time in the ER, Hospital or worse
visiting my friends this year. I have also noticed in my riding
around the state a lot of deer carcasses in the ditches off to
the side of the roads. Deer season in 2016 did not bring in
the expected harvest. SO, there are a lot more of those crit‐
ters running around out there and Bambi doesn’t “LOOK
TWICE”
Seminar is this month, April 7‐8. Come on out and
learn a few thing and see some old friends.
This brings us to May being Motorcycle Awareness
Month. Let’s get out and get as many proclamations as possi‐
ble this year. It puts us in contact with the local powers that
be and that’s where grass roots advocacy starts. The Aware‐
ness rally happens on May 6th this year, I’m sure there is even
more info in this great newsletter. Bring those proclamations
to the State House. Let’s remind the Government and the
people of this great state that ABATE is a force to be reckoned
with. We have a lot of work to get done this year. This is
open to anyone, so bring a friend. If they’re not an ABATE
member, ask them why. We don’t mind fighting for their free‐
dom too, but a little help couldn’t hurt. And stick around for
the After Rally Rally and see what Roger and the fine folks of
Region 9 have in store. Rain or shine I’ll see you there?

www.abate.com

As I’m sure you have heard by now 2017 has been
made the “Year of the Member.” Because, without the mem‐
bership we lose the ability to be effective. We need the num‐
bers to be a force in Columbus. And events can’t happen with‐
out volunteers to put them on and others to attend them. A
membership with the digital newsletter is only $20. This year
there is a buy one get one free on the digital membership,
that’s 2 for $20. Buy one for yourself and give one to a friend.
Next year will be the 40th year for ABATE of Ohio. Let’s
get out numbers up where they should be.
Enjoying the Ride,
Ed Schetter
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio Inc.
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com

OutSpokin’
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Greetings, All:
Well,
things are really
ABATE
starting to heat up,
of Ohio, Inc.
now that we are
four months into
Government Relations
the new LegislaDirector
tive Sessions. On
Feb.28, a strategy/
Kolman Fuzy
discussion meeting was held in
Rep. Landis' office in regard to
the Road Guard Bill introduced in the previous session
(HB115). In attendance were Reps. Landis and Green, the cosponsors, Jim Elgin, COB/Abate, and myself. During the discussion, changes in the verbiage of the bill, possible additions
and subtractions to the bill, and discussions with safety forces
to further define their objections to the bill were examined to
make the bill more acceptable. As further developments arise,
they will be passed along as they occur.
Some bad news came along regarding the passage of
HB 154 (Ohio) in the last session, regarding the red light component of this bill. Originally, the intent was meant for bicycles only, but when the bill was drafted and signed, it included
all vehicles. The House has passed an amendment to the original legislation amending for bicycles only, it has been passed
to the Senate, where at this writing, I have not been able to
track down any reference to it. My next move is get with
sponsors on the Senate side, to voice motorcyclists' concerns
that we also have a stake in this issue.
Federal Legislation that is being tracked include: S 203
and HR 350, regarding the modification of cars and motorcycles for racing purposes (RPM Act), HR 736, a bill requiring
auto manufacturers to disclose the presence of event data recorders (black boxes) and to provide means to disable them,
HR 777, a bill to provide for a comprehensive assessment of
the scientific and technical research in the implications of the
use of mid-level ethanol blends, and HR 701, a bill directing
NHTSA to conduct a study to determine appropriate cyber
security standards for motor vehicles. The AMA website has a

www.abate.com

great tool to use in sending responses to your Legislators, or
you can contact them directly. Also, more info can be found
on the MRF website: www.mrf.org.
Around the country, at least eight states are dealing with
helmet modifications, at least six are dealing with Autocycle
issues and 10 are looking at profiling legislation. Rest assured,
these issues are also being examined here in Ohio, and appropriate action will be forthcoming, if warranted.
As you all know, the Awareness Rally is rapidly approaching, with the entire state securing proclamations for
May as Motorcycling Awareness Month in Ohio. I have requested a proclamation from Gov. Kasich's office and also
extended an invitation to the Governor to read his proc. at the
Statehouse. Please bring everyone you know to this critical
event, in an attempt to get roadway users to pay attention to
the increased presence of motorcyclists on the road. 600 hundred motorcycles under Police escort rolling down 71S would
make a serious statement! See you there!!
By the time this article gets to your mailbox or magazine, the Legislative Seminar will be eminent (April
7/8). Planning continues for this event as well, (and I imagine
will be an ongoing process up until and including during the
event). Once again, I urge all to attend to get informed on the
latest issues and strategies facing us, the riding community.
Now that we are nearing riding season, please make an
attempt to get out of your region/county to attend an event or
meeting. Sometimes we become insulated in our own little
corner of the spectrum, and getting out supporting another
County's event or attending a meeting out of your area can be
beneficial. Get a new perspective, make some new friends,
strengthen our unity, and have some fun doing it.
Respectfully submitted,

Kolman Fuzy
legislativedirector@abate.com
614-332-0198
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Hi Friends,
It is April
and Motorcycle Season
ABATE
is here. We have alof Ohio, Inc.
ready had some very
Safety & Education
nice days and with
Director
those came crashes
with some fatalities.
Mike Stock
The crashes that I have
been able to review
have told me that over
winter, we forgot how to negotiate curves, slow down, watch
for distracted drivers and not ride impaired. At this time in
2016 we had 67 crashes with 3 fatalities and 47 injuries. In
2017 to date we have had 76 crashes with 3 fatalities and 62
injuries. Injuries and fatalities do not add up to total crashes
because some lucky ones do walk away unharmed. However,
as you can see in this short two month period, we have had
significantly more injury crashes. Please ride SMART: Ride
Sober, Ride Motorcycle Endorsed, Ride Alert, Right Gear and
Ride Trained.
Motorcycle Ohio is up and running. Call 1-614-4664041 or go on line to motorcycleohio.gov and get into a class.
If you have never taken a class you will learn something. If
you have been riding on a temporary permit every year, take a
class and walk away with your endorsement. If you are an
experienced rider with no endorsement you can take a one day
course and get your endorsement. If you want to make some
extra money, become an instructor and get paid an average of
$26.00 an hour to play on your motorcycle.
Spring is here and it’s time to get those “Look
Twice Save a Life” signs out in your yard, still priced at
$10.00. Check with your local ABATE member and he or she
will get you one. You can also contact me at 419-654-5446
and I will help. The more we make motorists aware, the more
they will look out for us. Pick up a “Look Out for Motorcycles” magnet for your vehicle because they are free. If anyone
has a spot for a 3X6 “Look Twice Save a Life” sign, it is two
sided and only costs $35.00. For all signs check with the
ABATE office 1-800-25-BIKER or ABATE.com and someone will get them to you.

www.abate.com

There is a picture in this Outspokin’ of a sign made
by Donnie and Mark Kalb in Colorado. To get it to Donnie’s
sister in Holgate, OH they took it to the Meeting of the Minds
in Oklahoma City last year, had ABATE of Michigan members take it to Lansing, MI, Ed picked it up at the Michigan
Seminar and took it to Columbus with him and Ed & I finally
delivered it to Holgate last week. The sign is on OH 108 in
Holgate for everyone to see look Twice Save a Life. We get
the job done!
May 2017 is Motorcycle Awareness Month. As in
the past, ABATE of Ohio Inc. will be holding the Motorcycle
Awareness Rally and After Rally Party. The day will start at
A.D. Farrow Harley Davidson, sign in at 9:30am parade leaving at 12:00noon for the Ohio State House. It’s great when we
shut down I71 to downtown. It lets everyone know that we are
back on the roads for the season. This is one ride that brings
bikes from every corner of the state. They will bring with
them Proclamations from their local legislators and government officials to read on the Statehouse steps. Please check
out our web site, ABATE.com, for more info.
Coming up this month ABATE of Ohio will be hosting the 2017 State Seminar, highlighting legislation, safety
and education. It is open to everyone and it’s a great place to
learn what is happening with our motorcycling life. You can
find all the info online at ABATE.com or call me at 419-6545446.
If you have not seen it by now, ABATE is calling
for your help. We need membership numbers to fight the
fight. You can join ABATE with a friend 2 for 1 - $20.00 will
get you two memberships. This is The Year of The Member.
Renew with a friend or sign up two new members for $20.00.
If you purchase five (5) Bike Raffle tickets, you get one free
membership in ABATE. Remember this is The Year of The
Member, so tell everyone to help us out.
Please ride SMART and don’t drive or ride distracted. You may save the life of a friend or relative.
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Ride with in your limits
Mike Stock
Safety and Education Director
Mikestock419@gmail.com
419-654-5446
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Your Motorcycle Riders Foundation team in Washington,
D.C. is pleased to provide our members with the latest information and updates on issues that impact the freedom and
safety of American street motorcyclists. Count on your MRF
to keep you informed about a range of matters that are critical to the advancement of motorcycling and its associated
lifestyle. Published weekly when the U.S. Congress is in session
NEWS FROM THE HILL – MAC, Secret Science & More Infrastructure Talk
LAWMAKERS RESPOND TO MOTORCYCLISTS’ CONCERNS: This week, official congressional letters of inquiry were
sent to the newly confirmed Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao
asking her to ensure that a balanced makeup of the newly reestablished Motorcyclist Advisory Council be guaranteed. The Motorcyclist Advisory Council or ‘MAC’ was created to coordinate with and
counsel the Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) on infrastructure issues that affect motorcyclists. So, it came
as shock when the FHWA announced in January they would only
dedicate one seat out of a possible ten for a motorcyclist on the Council. After an influx of communication from the motorcycle community, Senators Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and Dan Sullivan (R-AK) led
a bipartisan letter in the Senate while Representatives’ Tim Walberg
(R-MI), Mark Pocan (D-WI), Mike Burgess (R-TX) Donald Norcross
(D-NJ) led the House version. The letter asked that the Secretary of
Transportation delay MAC activity until a fair and balanced composition of MAC members could be reached. In total, almost 40 elected
officials lent their name to the cause either by signing onto the letters,
or contacting the FHWA directly. For a copy of the letters, please
contact Megan Ekstrom
EPA SCIENCE GOES UNDER MICROSCOPE: Members of the
House Science Committee gathered this week for a deep-dive discussion on the EPA and concerns over the latest data and scientific studies coming from the Agency. Expect discussion and testimony ensued
around two pieces of legislation: the Secret Science Reform Act,
which would require EPA to rely on publicly available data when
crafting regulations, and the EPA Science Advisory Board Reform
Act, which would overhaul how members are picked for the agency's
independent science advisory board to allow more industry-associated
scientists to come aboard. "With the transition to a new administration, there is now an opportunity to right the ship at the EPA and steer
the agency in the right direction," the Chairman of the Committee
Lamar Smith (R-TX) said in his opening remarks. "The EPA should
be open and accountable to the American people and use legitimate
science. Though ignored by the previous administration, the EPA
does have internal processes to ensure this accountability. The internal review process at the EPA should be restored and strengthened."
This type of commentary and public attention will serve useful as the
motorcycle community continues to raise questions about the integrity of some of the data coming from the Agency regarding the Clean
Air Act, ethanol and other areas of interest.

www.abate.com

SENATE COMMITTEE EXAMINES INFRASTRUCTURE
POLICY: For the second time in as many weeks, a key congressional
committee held a hearing to consider funding options for improving
the nation's infrastructure. Throughout the hearing, senators emphasized the need to find direct funding opportunities such as raising the
motor fuel excise tax and imposing toll roads to pay for infrastructure
improvements—a top priority for the Trump Administration. Last
week, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held a
hearing that also examined infrastructure funding options. Taken
together, the House and Senate hearings represent what is expected to
be year-long effort examining the nation's infrastructure needs and
methods to fund them. Your MRF was present at both hearings and
through their representation on the Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates,
signed on to a letter to congressional staff stating our serious reservations about the potential for imposing toll roads as a way to fund
infrastructure developments. Though similar hearings will take place
over the coming weeks and months, Congress is unlikely to consider
infrastructure policy in earnest for several months, as Republican
leaders have prioritized healthcare reform and comprehensive tax
reform over infrastructure policy.
EXECUTIVE & REGULATORY UPDATES – Drowsy Driving
Prevention Campaign & Cautious Optimism Over Scott Pruitt
for Head of EPA
DROWSY DRIVING: This week the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) launched an effort to crack down on
drowsy driving, an issue that accounts for a significant percentage of
U.S. traffic deaths. The first step in this endeavor; the 2017 Drowsy
Driving Prevention Campaign. Orchestrated by NHTSA, the campaign includes tons of data, infographics, talking points, images, web
videos and other items all available for public use. The hope is, that
by spreading the word about the dangers of driving drowsy, many
will take note, and the estimated 1.2 million collisions attributed to
drowsy driving will be reduced. If you or your MRO would like to
use any of the NHTSA material in your own efforts to address drowsy
driving in your state, the materials can be accessed here:
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/drowsy-driving/
drive-awake
A NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN? Last week, I reported that Republicans in the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee suspended committee rules in order to advance Scott Pruitt's nomination
as head of the Environmental Protection Agency amid a Democrat
boycott. The committee's approval now pushes Pruitt’s nomination to
the full Senate floor for a vote. This is likely to occur sometime the
week of February 12. However, it won’t be without controversy.
Many, many groups, include almost 500 current employees of the
EPA have come out in opposition to Pruitt, citing the “disturbing
lengths” Pruitt went to in order to help business in Oklahoma (where
he served as Attorney General) rather than the environment.
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requesting that MROs, motorcycle clubs, and riding
associations submit the names of those members and
supporters who have died since last May, so that we may honor
their memories during the traditional “Ringing of the Bell”
tribute to fallen riders during the opening
ceremonies. Dedications should be e-mailed in advance to Bill
Bish at NCOMBish@aol.com, or can be hand-delivered at the
Convention to “Doc” Reichenbach, NCOM Chairman of the
Board.
NHTSA SEEKS TO CURB DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) is proposing new federal guidelines to provide a
THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to safety framework for developers of portable and aftermarket
electronic devices to use when developing visual-manual user
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
interfaces for their systems. According to NHTSA and the
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law
Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in any kind of
Department of Transportation (DOT), their “Visual-Manual
accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-ANHTSA Driver Distraction Guidelines for Portable and
BIKE.com.
Aftermarket Devices” [Docket No. NHTSA-2013-0137] will
“encourage innovative solutions such as pairing and Driver
Mode that, when implemented, will reduce the potential for
BUTCH HARBAUGH, GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
unsafe driver distraction by limiting the time a driver's eyes are
It is with great sadness that we report the death of longtime
off the road, while at the same time preserving the full
Freedom Fighter, Butch Harbaugh, former Chairman of the
functionality of these devices when they are not used while
National Coalition of Motorcyclists - Legislative Task Force
driving.”
(NCOM-LTF), among other positions. Butch passed away
February 7th from heart failure and cancer.
Driver distraction is a specific type of inattention that occurs
“When I began as the AIM (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists) and
NCOM Attorney for Oregon back in the late 1980's, Butch was
actively involved with ABATE, and with BikePAC since it
was founded,” recalls Sam Hochberg, AIM Attorney Emeritus,
and now Of Counsel to Christopher Slater, Oregon &
Washington AIM Attorney. “He spent many years as the
lobbyist for ABATE, and was well-known, respected and liked
by many in the legislature in Salem.”
A biker rights activist since the 1970s, Butch attended and
helped organize many STEAM conferences and ABATE/
BikePac planning retreats. He was a regular at many ABATE
runs around the state, often helping AIM Chief of Staff
“Gunny”, now retired, at the AIM/NCOM tables, and was
known and highly respected in the biker's rights community
nationwide.

when drivers divert their attention away from the driving task
to focus on another activity. This distraction can come from
electronic devices, such as texting or emailing on cell phones
or smartphones, and more traditional activities such as
interacting with passengers, eating, or events external to the
vehicle.
The crash data indicate that visual-manual interaction (an
action that requires a user to look away from the roadway and
manipulate a button or interface) with portable devices,
particularly cell phones, is often the main distraction for
drivers involved in crashes.
In 2015, 10% of the 35,092 traffic fatalities involved one or
more distracted drivers, and these distraction-affected crashes
resulted in 3,477 fatalities, an 8.8% increase from the 3,197
fatalities in 2014. Of the 5.6 million non-fatal crashes in 2014,
16% were distraction-affected crashes, and resulted in 424,000
people injured.

Butch also participated in many NCOM Conventions, and in
2003 was bestowed with the Ron Roloff Lifetime Achievement
Award, NCOM’s highest tribute. This year’s 32nd Annual
At any given time, an estimated 542,073 drivers are using hand
Convention, to be held over Mother’s Day weekend May 11-held cell phones while driving.
14th in Reno, Nevada at the Silver Legacy Resort Casino, will
be dedicated in his honor.
Currently no safety guidelines exist for portable device
technologies when they are used during a driving task.
For the past dozen or so years, Butch lived with his loving wife
Laura in Rigby, Idaho, where he enjoyed riding his Panhead
RESEARCHERS BLAME “OTHER DRIVERS” FOR MOST
and was active in the home-brewing community. Always
MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
friendly, engaging and enthusiastic about motorcycles and
An Australian study states “failure of other drivers to give
biker's rights, he will be greatly missed.
way” as the most common factor in motorcycle
With the 32nd Annual NCOM Convention in Reno just weeks
away, at this time the National Coalition of Motorcyclists is
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The American Motorcyclist Association monitors trends in
motorcycling, policy, practices and legislation at the local,
state, national and international levels to quickly identify and
act on any threats to the motorcycling lifestyle or the future
of motorcycling.
In the vast majority of these instances, the AMA staff, with
assistance from AMA members, responds effectively to the
concern. But, from time to time, some issues assume a
greater importance that prompts action by the AMA Board
of Directors.
The AMA Board of Directors adopts and publishes position
statements that delineate the organization’s official stance
on the issue at hand.
To date, the Board of Directors has issued position state‐
ments on these topics:

by government agencies and has long championed the unde‐
niable fact that the vast majority of riders and enthusiasts
are upstanding, law‐abiding citizens. Motorcyclists and mo‐
torcycling enthusiasts represent the full range of Americans
and should be judged on their specific behaviors and actions,
not their chosen mode of transportation or association with
others.

AMA Position in Support of Voluntary Helmet Use
The American Motorcyclist Association, as part of a compre‐
hensive motorcycle safety program to help reduce injuries
and fatalities in the event of a motorcycle crash, strongly
encourages the use of personal protective equipment, in‐
cluding gloves, sturdy footwear and a properly fitted motor‐
cycle helmet certified by its manufacturer to meet the DOT
standard.
Motorcyclist Profiling
The AMA believes that adults should have the right to volun‐
tarily decide when to wear a helmet. The AMA does not op‐
The American Motorcyclist Association has long advocated
for the rights of motorcyclists and the motorcycling lifestyle. pose laws requiring helmets for minor motorcycle operators
and passengers.
The AMA, in diligently scrutinizing government policies di‐
rected at motorcyclists, is concerned over motorcyclist profil‐ The AMA asserts that helmet use alone is insufficient to en‐
ing. This includes motorcycle‐only checkpoints and what is a sure a motorcyclist's safety. There is a broad range of other
measures that can be implemented to improve the skill of
predisposition in many cases of law enforcement officers
targeting motorcyclists solely because they are wearing mo‐ motorcycle operators, as well as reduce the frequency of
torcycle‐related clothing.
situations where other vehicle operators are the cause of
crashes that involve motorcycles.
In the past few years, a number of efforts have been under‐ The AMA opposes provisions conditioning adult helmet use
taken to address these issues. For example, the states of
choice on economic criteria such as, but not limited to, addi‐
Washington (S.B. 5242 in 2011) and Maryland (S.B. 233 in
tional medical insurance coverage. This rationale is based on
2016) have passed legislation specifically forbidding the pro‐ the negative and incorrect view that motorcyclists present a
filing of motorcyclists, and other states are considering simi‐ “social burden.” The AMA maintains that acceptance of such
lar legislation. Additionally, California adopted Assembly Bill requirements is contrary to the long‐term interests of motor‐
1047 in 2012, specifically outlawing motorcycle‐only check‐
cycling.
points. Checkpoints are also restricted by state law or judicial
action in: Alaska, Louisiana, Missouri, North Carolina, Vir‐
Helmet Use and Helmet Laws
ginia, Illinois, New Hampshire, Idaho, Iowa, Maryland, Michi‐ The AMA notes there is a clear distinction between the vol‐
gan, Minnesota, Oregon, Rhode Island, Texas, Washington,
untary use of helmets and mandatory helmet use laws. Some
view the helmet solely as a mechanical safety device, similar
Wisconsin and Wyoming.
The AMA strongly condemns the profiling of motorcyclists
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GRANDPA’S HARLEY-DAVIDSON WLA - IS IT COVERED?
Q. You are restoring your grandfather's WLA. It is not plated/
licensed because you have taken it all apart in your garage and
have restored it like new. Grand-dad would be proud. But before you plate/license the bike, your garage catches fire and
destroys your family heritage. You call your insurance company and make a claim for your loss under the fire policy for
your home/garage. They pay for the garage fire loss and all of
the personal property, but deny your claim for the motorcycle.
How can this be?
A. Most home owner/fire insurance policies have an exclusion
for "unlicensed motorcycles/autos". So if you want your restoration project covered you must call your insurance company
and request that the "project" be specifically scheduled on your
home owner’s insurance policy. The charge is usually modest.
Failure to get this bike scheduled will leave you without insurance on your bike if it is destroyed by fire. Interestingly, if the
motorcycle has been totally disassembled into parts, a good
argument could be made that under most homeowner policies,
the parts would have been covered. But as to a completed bike,
not so. A long time ABATE member from Springfield, Illinois
discovered this the hard way. "Digger" was restoring his vintage bike when his garage caught fire and destroyed his prized
possession. His insurance carrier took a hard line and denied
coverage for his bike. Moral of the story: call your insurance
company and ask them whether your unlicensed bike is covered. If they say yes– send a confirming email/letter. If they
say no, acknowledge to yourself that you are going bare (no
coverage) or get the bike scheduled on your policy for the
proper value.

ting a bailout– you are not.
2. Do nothing. Of course, the mortgage company will foreclose and put you out of your home. Depending on the equity
in your home there could be a deficiency judgment. Of course,
there will also be attorney’s fees, interest and costs awarded
against you, as provided in the mortgage. This process could
take from 2 to 6 months, but ultimately they will put you out
on the street.
3. File bankruptcy if your overall financial situation warrants such a drastic action. This allows you and your family to
start over. A fresh start is the right of all Americans and is
guaranteed in the Constitution.
Good luck. There but for the grace of God go all of us. If you
have any more questions, call me.

MOTORCYCLE NATION
The year 1909 was a time when there were no cars, generally
speaking. Just trains, horses, bicycles and most significantly
motorcycles. For a biker that meant almost nothing to watch
out for. It was August of that year and a guy by the name of
Fisher (famous as founder of the Indianapolis 500, Miami
Beach and Presto-Lite) was holding the first race at the Indy
500; it was a motorcycle race. William Harley and Walter
Davidson were there along with their chief line foreman, and
everybody that was anybody in motorcycling.
How do I know this? While at the Indy Motorcycle Expo, I
took in the Old Timers area. There, the old flat trackers, hill
climbers, and Daytona veterans were in force. Some bring
artifacts from the glory days, like Kenny Staughton. For the
last several decades the equivalent of the painting of the signing of the Declaration of Independence for motorcyclists has
hung above Kenny’s living room couch. It is one of those
BEHIND ON MY MORTGAGE PAYMENT
seven foot long – one foot high brown-toned photographs of
Q: I am hurting financially. My wife and I have been paying
old. The photograph looks North on Meridian Street from the
on our home for over 25 years. I do not have the full amount
base of the Monument Circle. (The site of the Motorcycles on
for this month’s mortgage payment. What will happen if I stop Meridian that happens each summer) Positioned on about a
paying? What are my options?
third of the Circle are 250 motorcycles. I can identify two
South Suburban Chapter Member and Region 1 Member
cylinder Indians and one cylinder Harleys. In those days
A: Call your mortgage company ASAP. When and if you get a Harley was not into speed, but endurance. Indian was into
live person, get a name, number and mailing address for that
speed. So two races were to happen. One was the speed race
person to confirm all of your questions and their advice to you. at the Indy 500 and the other was an endurance race starting in
Here are your options:
Cleveland, down to Columbus, over to Dayton, Richmond,
1. Determine the amount you can afford to pay now and see just below Sky Castle Airport, Rushville and finally
if the mortgage company will defer the rest until you have
Indy. Bill Harley and Walter Davidson won the endurance
better times. Most banks understand that we are going through race and came together with the Indy racers for the photohard times and that we are all in this together. Remember the
graph. I can identify William Harley and Walter Davidson and
banks are not doing a lot better than we are, but they are get(Continued on Page 16 - Ask Our Lawyer)
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(Continued from Page 12- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)

because of declining product demand in China, by far the
world's largest market for electric models, though demand for
electric motorcycles outside of that country is forecast to grow
at a double-digit annual pace.

found that human error was the primary contributing factor for
94% of bike accidents. “Whilst with single-bike crashes, rider
error and loss of control were found to be the most common
In developed nations, e-bikes will continue to rapidly capture
causes, for incidents involving more than one vehicle, it was
found that ‘motorcycle crashes occurring in lighter traffic more market share from bicycles.
likely involved an error by another driver, including such
LANE-SPLITTING BILL INTRODUCED IN LONE STAR
things as failure to give way’.”
STATE
Texas is contemplating becoming only the second state, after
The motorcycle crash research studied over two hundred and
California, to allow motorcycle riders to split lanes in heavy
thirty accidents between January 2012 and August 2014, with
nurses at the hospitals and crash scene investigators aiding with traffic under certain conditions. Senate Bill 228 was
introduced on December 9, 2016, and if passed would make it
the compilation of the data.
legal for motorcycles to ride between lanes of traffic on limited
-access or controlled-access highways during periods of traffic
“Whilst car drivers were responsible for the majority of
congestion at a speed not more than 5 mph above the speed of
accidents in less-dense traffic, it was the motorcyclist to be
other traffic, and only if that traffic is moving at 20 mph or
more likely at fault for most ‘urban’ crashes and collisions
less.
however,” Trevor Allen of the Monash University Research
Centre told The Herald Sun newspaper, adding that this was
Lane-splitting, which was a long-standing but legallymost likely due to the greater frequency of danger; “Higher
ambiguous practice in California until it was made legal there
traffic density leads to more hazards and a higher level of
in 2016, is common in Europe where motorcycles typically
difficulty for riders to move safely in and among traffic,
“filter” to the front of the line at intersections and ride between
compared with other vehicles.”
lanes of traffic in crowded cities. Lane-splitting advocates in
The research also found that the older the rider, the less likely it the U.S. cite the safety of the practice overseas as well as its
was that the rider was primarily to blame for the accident.
effect on reducing traffic congestion.
STUDY SHOWS MOTORCYCLE MARKET EXPANDS
WHILE E-MOTO SALES FLATTEN
According to a study by the market research company
Freedonia Group, global demand for all types of motorcycles is
projected to climb 3.8% per year through 2020 to 113 million
units. Internal combustion engine (ICE) models have
historically dominated the global motorcycle market, but
demand for e-bikes and electric scooters, motorcycles, and
mopeds has grown rapidly.

NEW HAMPSHIRE LEGISLATION COULD REPEAL
HANDLEBAR HEIGHT LAW
Legislation repealing the restriction on the height of
motorcycle handlebars -- Senate Bill 27, by Senator Harold
French (R-Franklin) -- carried the New Hampshire Senate by a
voice vote on January 19 and has been referred to the House of
Representatives where most likely it will be assigned to the
Transportation Committee.

In 2005, electric models accounted for just 22% of worldwide
motorcycle sales. Their share of the market grew to 35% in
2015, as the use of electric motorcycles in China increased
sharply.

The current law prescribes that the hand grips can be no higher
than the shoulders of a rider seated in the saddle. Charlie St.
Clair, executive director of the Laconia Motorcycle Week
Association, told the Laconia Daily Sun that if the House
endorses and the governor signs the bill, New Hampshire will
become the 19th state and first in New England not to restrict
the height of handlebars, but it’s not clear whether the
restriction will be lifted before the 94th running of Laconia
Motorcycle Week in June.

"Multiple developed countries – particularly Germany, the
Netherlands, and the U.S. – also registered rapid electric
product sales growth during the 2010-2015 period,” said
analyst Gleb Mytko.
Global demand for ICE motorcycles is forecast to increase
5.5% per year through 2020, according to Freedonia Group’s
World Motorcycle Sales Study, with advances fueled by strong
ICE product sales gains in a wide range of industrializing
nations. As personal incomes in these countries rise between
2015 and 2020, more households will be able to afford
motorcycles. Improving market conditions in the U.S.,
Western Europe, Japan, and other mature markets will
contribute to growth as well.
Worldwide sales of e-bikes and electric motorcycles, scooters,
and mopeds is projected to be flat during the 2015-2020 period

www.abate.com

As the host of the nation's oldest rally, which attracts visitors
from across the country, St. Clair said that New Hampshire
should not impose restrictions that may inconvenience
motorcyclists from other states. Limits in other states vary
considerably from shoulder height in Massachusetts, Maine
and Connecticut, to eye level in some states and to heights
above the saddle measured in inches in others. Most
restrictions on high bars, called "ape hangers" were introduced
in the 1960s. Although touted as a safety measure, many
motorcyclists claimed the restrictions were imposed to provide
(Continued on Page 22-- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
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(Continued from Page 14 - Ask Our Lawyer, Taylor
the Harley Davidson factory foreman – I think. Or at least that
is my story and am sticking to it. I thought about having a
contest and naming it “Looking for Walter” after the kid game.
What is striking about the photo is there are almost no cars in
the photo – maybe a lonely handmade Buick, but that is about
it. Around the sea of motorcycles are horses and carriages and
a bicycle or two. In 1909 we were truly a motorcycle nation. Not till 1912 when Henry Ford implemented the assembly line in Detroit City did that change. Bob Schulteti of
Harley South-Side believes that Motorcycle Nation existed into
the late teens before there were enough cars to make a difference.
While admiring Kenny’s wonderful photograph, I wondered
aloud where the motorcyclists got gas, since there were no cars
- no gas stations. Bob Schulteti knew the answer – drug
stores. Imagine – a land before gas stations and no place to get
a Big Gulp.
Kenny allowed us to get copies of his living room treasure. I
gave one of the copies to Andre Lacy, a fellow motorcyclist,
friend, owner of Tucker Rocky, Biker’s Choice and Board
Member of the Indy 500 operation. When the folks at the Indy
500 discovered they did not have that photo – of the first race
at the Indy 500, and never knew it existed, Andre’s copy was
repositioned. Next time you are in my office, take the time to
gaze at a photograph that captured a time when America was a
“motorcycle nation” – with not one gas station.
Ride Safe & Free,
Rod Taylor
ABATE Legal Services
abatelegal.com
All questions from ABATE members are answered confidentially unless otherwise authorized and only after the matter is
concluded, except when authorization for publication anonymously or otherwise is given for pending matters. Remember,
injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total recovery,
and expenses as approved by client. Elsewhere, you may pay
33 ⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE members
are not charged for recovery of damage to your motorcycle,
and have access to a 24-hour toll-free telephone number. Call
us at 1-(800)-25-RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: RodTaylor@abatelegal.com © 2017
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crashes that injure or kill motorcyclists.
Comprehensive Programs That Promote Motorcycle Safety
Mandatory helmet laws do nothing to prevent crashes.
In recent years, the number of motorcycle crashes has
Regardless of the protective equipment worn, any motorcyclist increased roughly in proportion to the increase in motorcycle
involved in a crash is at considerable risk. This makes it all the sales and use. While a cause for concern, the AMA believes
that a comprehensive solution, not a flawed “silver bullet”
more vital to avoid a motorcycle crash in the first place, a
strategy widely recognized and pursued in the motorcycling
approach, will result in fewer crashes, injuries and fatalities:
Motorcycle safety programs that promote licensing
community.
and testing can further reduce motorcycle crashes.
The AMA is a strong advocate of voluntary motorcycle rider
Slightly more than one of five motorcycle operators
education, improved licensing and testing, and increased
(22 percent) involved in fatal crashes in 2011 was
public awareness. All are measures that can reduce the
operating with an invalid license.
likelihood of crashes and improve overall safety.
More than one‐third (37 percent) of all fatally injured
The AMA holds that a common principle should be applied
motorcyclists had consumed alcohol. Alcohol
when consideration is given to mandating personal safety,
awareness campaigns and intervention programs can
whether it be for motorcycling or some other risk‐related
drastically reduce alcohol‐related crashes and
activity: Adults are capable of making personal safety decisions
fatalities.
for themselves. Society's role is not to mandate personal
About one‐half (49 percent) of all fatal motorcycle
safety, but rather to provide the education and experience
crashes involve another vehicle. The most common
necessary to aid adults in making these decisions for
crash involves the driver of the other vehicle turning in
themselves.
front of the motorcyclist (38 percent), followed by
Responses to Claims Made by Helmet Law Advocates
Claim: Injured motorcyclists are uninsured and
both vehicles colliding while going straight (23
disproportionately rely upon the public to pay for their
percent). Motorist awareness campaigns and
injuries.
motorcyclist conspicuity programs can reduce the
Response: Motorcyclists are just as likely to be privately
frequency and/or severity of these types of crashes.
insured as any other road user.
Motorcycling Facts
A medical center study1 reported that injured
There were more than 8.4 million registered on‐highway
motorcyclists in the trauma center relied on public
motorcycles in use during 2011.
funds a lower percentage of the time than did
According to 2012 statistics, the average motorcyclist is 44
automobile drivers to pay their hospital bills during
years old, married, college educated with a median
household income of $64,130.
the same time period.
A university study2 reported that automobile drivers
Nationwide, more than 450,000 novice motorcyclists
and motorcyclists have their medical costs covered by
completed the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF)
insurance at a nearly identical rate.
Basic RiderCourse (BRC) rider education program in
Conclusion: Injured motorcyclists are less likely than the
2012.
general population to use public funds to pay for injuries
Forty‐seven states have rider education programs
sustained in crashes, and no more likely to be uninsured than
designated through legislation.
other vehicle operators.
The economic value of motorcycling in the U.S. was about
$22.7 billion in 2012.
Sources
Claim: The costs associated with unhelmeted motorcyclist
1
1988 Harborview Medical Center
injuries and fatalities compel the enactment of mandatory
2
1992 University of North Carolina's Highway Safety Research
helmet laws to save taxpayer dollars.
Center
Response: The costs associated with the treatment of
More Information
motorcyclist injuries account for a tiny fraction of total U.S.
If you have questions regarding this information or other
health care costs. A miniscule portion of these costs is
motorcycling issues, contact the AMA Government Relations
attributable to unhelmeted motorcyclists, the majority of
Department at (614) 856‐1900.
which are paid by privately purchased insurance.
Conclusion: Motorcyclists involved in crashes have an
Motorcycle Rider Education
insignificant impact on U.S. health care costs.
The American Motorcyclist Association has continually
advocated a comprehensive motorcycle safety program as a
Claim: Mandatory helmet laws are the most effective way to
means of preventing motorcycle crashes and reducing injuries
reduce motorcyclist injuries and fatalities.
and fatalities. In addition to strongly encouraging the
Response: The most effective way to reduce motorcyclist
voluntary use of helmets, gloves, sturdy footwear and
injuries and fatalities is to prevent crashes from occurring.
protective garments, and strongly discouraging
Helmets and helmet laws do not prevent crashes.
Conclusion: Mandatory helmet laws do nothing to prevent
(Continued on Page 22 - AMA News and Notes)
(Continued from Page 13 - AMA News and Notes)
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Abate of Ohio, Inc.
Franklin Co. – Region 9

After Rally Party
May 6 2017
Victory’s
543 S High St.
614-225-1577

1:30 – 5:30
(Just three miles south of the State
House and easy access to the freeway)

Gather with your fellow Freedom
Fighters after the Rally from all
over the state. Good food
available, special draw and door
prizes.
Contact: Roger Wright 614-286-7676

ABATE of O hio, I nc. (Amer ican Biker Aim ed Toward Education) is a 501(c) (4)
not-for-profit org anization dedicated to pres erv ing the r ights, improv ing the
imag e and pr om oting the s afe oper ating pr actices of All Ohio Motorcy clists.
Donations to ABATE of Ohio, Inc. are not tax d eductible. All pr oceeds, after
expenses, b enef it ABATE of Ohio, I nc.
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NCOM has successfully outreached to numerous segments of
the motorcycling community in an effort to unite for our
police with a pretext for stopping and searching bikers.
rights, both legal and legislatively, and has become a unifying
voice amongst North America’s motorcycle rights organizaMISSISSIPPI CONSIDERS LOWERING SALES TAX ON
tions (MROs), motorcycle clubs, women riders, religious ridMOTORCYCLES
ing organizations, touring groups, trikers, sportbikers, and
Legislation has been introduced (House Bill No. 1631 by Rep- minority motorcyclists.
resentative Steve Hopkins R-D7) which would “reduce the
To pre-register for the 2017 NCOM Convention, contact the
sales tax rate on retail sales of motorcycles from 7% to 5%,”
National Coalition of Motorcyclists at (800) 525-5355 or visit
as well as reduce the sales tax on other agricultural and farmwww.ON-A-BIKE.com.
ing products. On February 15, the legislation was referred to
the House Ways and Means Committee.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Justice will not be served until those

(Continued from page 15 - NCOM Biker Bytes)

who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are.”

QUINCY MIDNIGHT MOTORCYCLE BAN - FALSE!

~ Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), statesman, author, and
According to the Massachusetts Motorcycle Association
inventor
(MMA), a recent report on quincy.com indicating that the City
of Quincy, MA, has instituted a ban against any motorcycle
(Continued from page 17– AMA News and Notes)
being ridden between the hours of Midnight and 5am, unless
impaired operation, the AMA has aggressively supported reexempted for work or emergency purposes, is NOT correct.
search-based, state-approved motorcycle rider training.
Although such a proposal was indeed filed, the council memDespite the indisputable value of a properly structured rider
ber who introduced it “immediately asked that it be witheducation program, the AMA opposes legislation that would
drawn” after learning that such a proposal would not be legal. make such training mandatory for adults. Mandated rider eduNCOM CONVENTION ROLLS INTO RENO
The 32nd annual NCOM Convention will be held Mother’s
Day weekend, May 11-14, 2017 at the Silver Legacy ResortCasino, located at 407 N. Virginia St. in Reno, Nevada so
reserve your room now for the special NCOM rate of $99 by
calling (800) 687-8733 and mention “GNCOM17”.
The largest gathering of motorcycle rights activists in the
world, this year’s NCOM Convention will draw over a thousand concerned bikers from across the country to the “Biggest
Little City in the World” to engage in serious discussions on
topics of concern to all riders.

cation can substantially increase the expense of training and
delay the delivery of training. It also has the potential to exacerbate the problem of unlicensed riders.
State programs already are overextended attempting to meet
the needs of motorcyclists who seek training. Compulsory
training for riders of all ages would require a state to dramatically increase the number of training sites, provide sufficient
qualified instructors, acquire more training motorcycles and
equipment, and offer training schedules to meet increased
demand. In addition, if riding instructors are forced to train
students who don’t want to be trained, the instructor corps can
become disenchanted and dwindle at the very time when more
of them are needed.

Where rider education is now available, funding is typically
derived from additional fees for annual vehicle registrations,
All motorcyclists are welcomed and encouraged to participate increased license or endorsement fees, and course fees. The
motorcycling community has generally been supportive of
in the many meetings, seminars and group discussions that
these methods of funding for voluntary training. Were a state
focus on legislative efforts and litigation techniques to protect government to impose mandatory training, it would be incumour riders’ rights and preserve Freedom of the Road.
bent upon its legislature to then appropriate additional revenue
to support the training of substantially more students. These
higher user fees can be a disincentive to licensing. FurtherTopics will range from legal and legislative issues to organmore, if training is not conveniently located and readily availizational effectiveness, with Special Meetings for Veterans
able to potential riders, or if a student must wait longer than 30
Affairs, Women in Motorcycling, Clean & Sober Roundtable days to take a course, the likely result will be to discourage
and World of Sport Bikes, as well as the Christian Unity Conference and Confederation of Clubs Patch Holders Meeting.
(Continued on Page 23 - AMA News and Notes)
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(Continued from page 9 - MRF Reports)
The former employees drew particular attention to Pruitt’s denial of
climate change as well. Still, others are hopeful that Pruitt will keep his
pledge to firmly support the United States Constitution and respect the
role, responsibility and proper authority of the EPA. Many from the
motorcycle community supported this notion, contacting their Senators
this week to encourage a vote of ‘aye’ when Mr. Pruitt’s nomination
hits the Senate floor. As many already can attest, your MRF has always been fierce critics of the EPA and have never hesitated in raising
our opposition to the Agency which has historically overstepped its
authority and jurisdiction. However, given Pruitt’s positive history in
working with the motorcycle community in Oklahoma and his dedication to ensuring that the EPA doesn’t overstep its jurisdiction, there is
cautious optimism that under Pruitt’s leadership, the interests and
concerns of the motorcycle community could be heard
SMRO SNAPSHOT ?!?!?
Despite my plea last week, no MRO has come forward to be the spotlight for this week’s bulletin! DISAPPOINTING! Do you want your
State or Regional SMRO featured? Contact Megan@MRF.org to be
highlighted in the next Biker Bulletin. By showcasing what your organization is working on, we can help to connect the motorcycle community across the country and find commonalities and opportunities to
work together.

Congress in place and a myriad of issues facing the motorcycle community like autonomous vehicles, motorcycle profiling, the MAC,
ethanol (just to name a few!), we need your voice in D.C.
You can register at the link below or always reach out to Tiffany or
myself for information on hotel rooms, schedule, etc. We are asking 2
things this year so listen up:

 Please sign up as soon as possible! Registration for this event
will close on May 1st after which space will not be guaranteed. This is
to ensure we have enough materials and space for everyone coming.
We expect this year to be our biggest BITB yet!
This year we will also be asking for State Leads to help coordinate
meetings and serve as the main point of contact for the MRF staff. If
you are interested in attending BITB and serving as a lead, please let
us know.
SIGN UP LINK:
http://mrf.org/events/
As always, if you have any questions or comments, never hesitate to
reach out.
RIDE FREE

MRF NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
One quick, but VERY important announcement for this week’s bulletin, and it will be a reoccurring theme for the next several weeks…
The time has come to sign up for BIKERS INSIDE THE BELTWAY!!!!!!!
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 is the 9th Annual Michael ‘Boz’ Kerr Bikers
Inside the Beltway event in Washington, D.C.! This is an amazing,
once-a-year opportunity to have a lasting impact on Washington’s
policymakers. And believe me when I say—this event makes a difference! Last year the MRF network visited delegations from 25 states
and held over 300 meetings to discuss our agenda, 100 of which were
sit-down discussions that resulted in 79% of those legislators either
supporting or co-sponsoring legislation we care about. With a new

(Continued from page 22 AMA News and Notes)
new motorcyclists from going through the necessary procedures to obtain the proper motorcycle endorsement.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reported
that unlicensed or improperly licensed motorcycle operators
are over-represented in fatality statistics1. That research shows
that about 22 percent of motorcyclist fatalities nationwide
involve operators without a valid motorcycle license or endorsement at the time of the collision. The problem is difficult
for law enforcement to address, because unlicensed riding is
nearly impossible to monitor.

Megan Ekstrom
Vice-President of Government Affairs & Public Relations
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation
About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the
federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as
motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned
with issues at the national and international levels that impact the
freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its
partners to help educate elected officials and policymakers in Washington and beyond.

licensing requirements.
Furthermore, motorcycle rider training must remain available,
convenient, affordable and effective if it is to contribute to a
decline in motorcycle crashes that result in injuries and fatalities. As an alternative to mandatory rider training, increased
funding of existing programs (while keeping user fees affordable), improved training reciprocity between states, and other
incentives, such as insurance discounts, will result in more
riders completing rider training courses.

As an organization, the AMA remains committed to the development of research-based training programs and will continue
to cooperate with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, state
The AMA believes that voluntary motorcycle rider training
motorcycle safety administrators, state and federal governshould be available as an incentive to increase licensure by
permitting students to become licensed following the comple- ments, and private providers to advocate for sound curricula
tion of an approved course. Riders who successfully complete and quality training opportunities for America’s motorcyclists.
1
2013 NHTSA, Traffic Safety Facts – Motorcycles (2011
rider training have acquired basic knowledge and riding skills,
Data), DOT HS 811 765
and they can demonstrate the skills necessary to meet state
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and of course, every gas station in that part of the state. He
became friends with other local riders too. He became famil‐
iar with the honky‐tonks and the truck‐stops. He came to
know what it was to be a “country” biker, and though he
dearly missed his dad, all was good again.
Tex believed in, and lived by, what has commonly been
thought of by many as the “Code of the West” where men
tipped their hats to women and treated them with a sense of
respect, honor, and protection, and he applied that to what
had become his “biker” lifestyle, the closest thing in Ohio to
being a cowboy. He’d never lie. He’d never steal. He’d never
take advantage of those he came in contact with, nor would
he allow himself to be played in any way. In short, he was
truly a man and someone both men and women instantly
respected.
The funny thing is Tex didn’t care what others thought. His
““We’re all travelers in this world from the sweet grass to the
“Cowboy Ways” wasn’t some kind of affectation, something
packing house. From birth to death we travel between the
he just played at like the jerks who frequented Country‐
eternities.” from the western movie “Broken Trail”
Western bars wearing their Stetson hats and their cowboy
boots... no, he was the real deal. He just lived and did what
he thought was right because that’s the way he was raised
and what he believed.
Howdy Partners. Here’s a little story for y’all,
Now, Tex had a lady named Suzi whom he adored. A tiny
little thing, she worked at the diner where he always stopped
“Tex” Johnson always felt like he should have been a cow‐
boy in the Old West. Though he was born in Texas, he hadn’t for coffee and a newspaper on his way to work at the hard‐
ware store in town. From her first “What can I gettcha Hun?”
lived there since he was four years old. His parents then
he was smitten. Her sparkling eyes were incredibly blue and
moved to Ohio where his Dad (formerly an actual working
her fine, dark‐red mahogany hair seemed to compliment and
cowboy) searched for and found a steady job in a steel mill
set off that sparkle.
since all the big ranches back home had gone corporate and
From the very first time they met, she was drawn to this
he just couldn’t take it any longer. Those big outfits thought
of, and treated, working hands like Tex Sr. as if they were dirt, handsome man with the slow cowboy drawl. One thing led to
another and eventually people took it for granted that they
paid them as if they were dirt, and most importantly had no
were a solid couple. When over‐attentive male customers
idea and didn’t care what real cowboys like him were all
flirted with Suzi more than casually, Tony the owner/cook
about.
would put them in their place by simply stating, “That’s
After arriving in Ohio and finding work (and as soon as he
enough buddy. She’s taken.” Then one night the excrement
could afford it), Tex Sr. moved his little family into a farm‐
hit the air conditioner when one guy just wouldn’t stop.
house outside the city. Next he bought a used but in rela‐
It was a Saturday evening and this guy appeared to have
tively good shape 1972 Harley Shovelhead at an auction, not
as an extravagance, but to be his work vehicle for the twenty gotten an early start on his drinking because he seemed to be
sloshed already as he stumbled into the diner about nine that
mile commute leaving their car for his wife so she might find
night and took a seat at the counter (about the same time
some kind of job too. Years later when his son was big
that Tex got off work).
enough, he taught the boy to ride motorcycles by finding a
“Hey Baby! How about something to go with this coffee...
beat up old dirt bike in a dump, making it run, and life was
maybe a little sugar you smokin’ hot babe?” then he circled
good.
his mouth with his thumbs and fingers and made an obscene
Then on Tex’s eighteenth birthday, as he and his mom
waited patiently for Tex Sr. to come home from work so they gesture with his tongue, something that instantly disgusts
could all celebrate, a car pulled in the drive with two company every woman in the world, but some idiot men insists on do‐
ing anyway. Suzi ignored him hoping he’d stop... but he did‐
men who told them his father had died in an accident at the
n’t. Finally, Tony saw and heard enough through the order
mill that day. Tex Jr. would never celebrate his birthday
window and stepped out from the kitchen asking the man to
again.
leave, but once again... he didn’t.
He sadly soon found himself in possession of the closest
Instead the man suddenly appeared completely sober and
thing to a horse an Ohio cowboy could have... the Shovel‐
pulled out a gun from under his jacket while yelling, “Gimmie
head, which he used to find himself a job to help support his
mother. But he’d spend most of his off‐hours riding the coun‐ all the cash!” Tony immediately emptied the register drawer
into the thief’s waiting outstretched hand but didn’t move
tryside. He came to know every back road, every highway,
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fast enough... so the robber smacked him hard on the
side of the head with the barrel of his gun, then he pistol‐
whipped the old man until Tony fell to the floor bloody and
unconscious. Next the stranger turned to Suzi...
It was at precisely this moment that a smiling Tex stepped
through the door of the diner, but that smile froze as he
stood staring in momentary confusion. Then he erupted into
pure rage.
(To be continued next month)
Hopefully you’ll get this in time to consider coming to our
Legislation Seminar and Awards Banquet in Akron on April 7th
and 8th if you haven’t done so already. This event is always a
blast every year! I plan on bringing a few guitars and some
harps, and I’m sure there will be at least three guitarists for
the way‐after‐party to accompany everyone as we all howl at
the moon. The main event starts at 9:45 AM on Saturday the
8th and continues throughout the day with the banquet and
awards ceremony in the early evening for those of you who
want to be there only for that.

Bummer
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Only $16.67/month
With 12 month Purchase
See Page 36 for details!
Email to: outspokin@abate.com

0315
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REGION ZERO
Region Director: Mary K Johnson 330-533-3765
Deputy Director: Open
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County
Coordinators for time and location.
Columbiana: Open
Mahoning & Trumbull: Open
Portage & Summit County: Open
Website: http://regionzero.abate.co
Hello Region Zero
Hope to see many of you at the State Seminar on April 7
and 8, 2017 at the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel in Akron, since
it is in Region Zero.
Our April monthly meeting will be April 15 at the VFW in
Newton Falls, Ohio. Hope to see you there.
The Awareness Rally in Columbus is May 6. We will be
leaving the Pilot on Rt. 46 in Austintown at 7am sharp. Any
questions, feel free to call me at 330-533-3765 or 330-3607934.
Mary Kay Johnson
Region 0 Director

REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday
every month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American
Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION TWO
Region Director - Adam Trembly
Deputy Director - Eric Bolyard
Region 2 meetings will be held at VFW Post 1058 at
1318 Putnam Ave, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 at 2:00
p.m., always on the first Sunday, except July and
Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
No meeting in December.
Coshocton County: Connie Northrup
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker
Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Eric Bolyard
Muskingum County: Dennis Robbins
Website: http://region2.abate.com

www.abate.com

REGION THREE
Region Director: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Dana Frost for
all information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Mercer county: Open
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Shelby County: Open
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION FOUR

Region Director: Ruby Worchuck,
rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of
every month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and
General Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless
otherwise noted. Meetings are held between the four
county areas. Please contact your County
Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
Website: http://region4.abate.com

NO REPORT

REGION FIVE

the May Awareness Ride on May 6, 2017 starting from A.D.
Farrow Harley Davidson in Sunbury Ohio. We will be leaving
Region Director: Tim Kaelin
- 513-561-4745
from Piqua that morning to participate, time to be announced
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
at meetings or on Facebook. It’s a great day out riding and
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties - First
being a part of the ride from Sunbury to Columbus State
Sunday of the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn,
House for the proclamations from across the state. Anyone
7837 Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712.
wanting to go, feel free to contact and officer or member of
Phone: 513-683-0207
Clinton County Meeting – Second Sunday of month, Region 6 for details.
Next year 2018 will be 40 years of Abate and we need to get
11am @ American Legion Post 49, 140 E. Locust St.,
our membership up to keep us going. New ideas are welcome
in Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com
for how to get new members. I feel its going to take some
Region 5 will be hosting an all day bike run on May 13th
great ideas and most like several great ideas because we can’t
with a rain date of May 20th; ride will leave from Wilmington, just rely on one thing to get more members and help this
Ohio at 9AM and head out to the Hocking Hills area for a full
organization. Get those thinking caps on and see what we can
day of riding with lunch and gas stops. Details will be finalized come up with.
over the next month; final ride info and flier will be in the next Hope to see a lot of you out riding and be sure to look out
Outspokin’ and on Region 5 website.
for the other drivers so we can come home safely after a good
Region 5 meetings are held for Clinton County as well as
day riding.
Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton (combined) counties.
Dave Griffin
Region 5 meetings for Clinton County are held every 2nd
Region 6 Director
Sunday of the month at 11AM at American Legion Post 49
located in Wilmington, Ohio.
Region 5 meetings for Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton Counties
REGION SEVEN
are held every 1st Sunday of the month at 11AM at The Train
Region Director: Ron Sears 419-463-8484
Stop located in Foster, Ohio.
Deputy Director: Vivian Adams 419-665-2715
Region meeting: Call Director
Meeting rescheduling will be posted in the Outspokin’
when possible. Check the Region 5 web site for the most up to See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
Erie County/Huron County: Open
date meeting information at region5.abate.com.
Lucas County: Open
Tim Kaelin
Ottawa County: Open
Region 5 Director
Sandusky County: Open
Seneca County: Open
REGION SIX
Wood County: Open
Website: http://region7.abate.com
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties:
NO REPORT
Bill Jenks , 937-999-7558.
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-3372351-Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck
Yeahs in Piqua
Montgomery County: Scott Plassenthal 937-3610486
Preble County, OPEN
Website: www.region6.abate.com
April 2017 we have had some really great weather this
winter, who would have thought an all day ride in February
would have been possible like we have experienced.
At some time we need to prepare our bikes for the summer
so I guess that’s why we get spots of cold and snow to get the
bikes in the garage and check them out, change oil, replace
tires if needed etc.
I am sure April will get us some days out in the breeze too.
Past years we have gotten a few more days to ride in April and
with the mild winter we have had I would bet this April will
allow us out again.
Even tho we do get a weekend ride or so in thru April we
want to be ready for the Official beginning of the season with
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REGION EIGHT

stuff for Daytona North I listed the wrong address for
Victory’s. It is 543 S. High, Cols. I've taken steps to correct
Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
this.
Email: Region8@abate.com
That said... in case any members ever wonder what they
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
can do ta get better at their end, here's some thoughts, AKA
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Freedom Fightin' 101.
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Attend the Seminar. Frequently check the AMA, MRF,
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
ABATE,
and Motorcycle Profiling Project websites. Sign‐up for
Website: www.region8.abate.com
AMA and MRF e‐mail updates. Support ABATE functions.
Hello Region 8,
Been riding yet? Ma nature been pretty good to us in Ohio (they can be lotsa fun!) such as Daytona North, The
Awareness Rally and After Party, R#8's Freedom Rally, and
the last couple winters but I'm sure we'll have weather to
any
other ABATE function on your radar. ( check other pages
bitch about at some time or another. Now down to business,
in this mag for flyers & info!) AND‐‐Read The OUTSPOKIN'
cuts and/or changes are going to have to be made to keep
RELIGIOUSLY!!!!
this organization going, Period. I'm sure those of us on the
Why do I keep encouraging all of this "homework"?
State B.O.D. will be busy working on it. In February there was
Because
1. ‐ it becomes apparent to me at times that some
a special membership meeting at the state office in which
folks don't realize the extent of what we're up against. 2. ‐
Tina and I attended, in the short hour we had, a lot was
discussed but big changes need to be voted on by the B.O.D. "The Man" FEARS an informed, educated, and ACTIVE Biker!
3. ‐ When it comes to Politicians, the other big thing that
but conclusions reached we're; anybody buying 5 or more
matters is NUMBERS OF VOCAL CONSTITUENTS!! All of us
tickets on the foundations raffle bike will get a free 1 year
membership, also after passing an e‐vote ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Officers do our best to keep ya'll informed and "carry the
water" when it comes to this stuff. BUT‐ the more initiative
is offering a buy 1 $20.00 electronic membership and get 1
ya'll
take to stay informed and aware on your own makes you
free (electronic membership means you view the Outspokin'
even
more effective Freedom Fighters than we can make you
at the website and don't get it mailed to you) in an effort to
get our membership built back up. I'll do my best to keep you otherwise. Whaddya think? (snicker‐‐class over, for now!)
Don't forget to look at the new $20.00 paperless
posted on any changes that might happen.
membership
options. They're pretty cool! ALSO‐‐use them to
Up and coming we have our Region meeting April 2nd at
help
entice
new
members!
Rey's Rt. 62 Bar & Grill in Alliance and the State Seminar is the
That's all I gotta say fer now. Thanks for playing the home
7th thru 9th in Akron. May 6th is the State Awareness Rally in
game.
Columbus, we will be leaving the parking lot of Adventure
Roger Wright
Harley Davidson around 8:00 am, they won't be open yet so
make sure tanks are full and bladders are drained before you Region 9 Director
get there, May's meeting will be at the Drunken Uncle in
Mineral City on the 7th and our Look Twice Save a Life Run is
REGION TEN
on the 20th starting out of Quaker Steak & Lube in North
Region Director: Mike Vance 614-653-3894
Canton all ABATE members can preregister for 5 bucks, just
Deputy Director: Phil Weber 614-273-5313
contact Chuck, Terry, Terry, Hip, Rusty, or myself for tickets.
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Order your new Region 8 Freedom Fighter shirt at our
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble
meetings or catch up with our booth. Also, signup sheets are Counties
out for security and gate helpers at the Freedom Rally so sign Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB
up early and often. Tell Doug Rennicker we missed him at the page for information.
February meeting.. Later,
Tim Cordray
NO REPORT
Region 8 Director

REGION NINE
Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Roger Wright 614-286-7676
*New Franklin County meeting location is
Eldorado’s Food and Spirits, 4968 N. High St.,
Columbus. Meeting still at noon, first Sunday of the
month. (
Pickaway ,Madison, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Union
Co’s: Open
FIRST THING‐‐I SCREWED UP! On the flyers and some other
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REGION ELEVEN
INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-3193644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, &
Washington Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~

OutSpokin’

29

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

30

(Continued from Page 29, Region News)

REGION TWELVE
Region Director: Charles “Jason” Jones - 440261-1122, charlesjones577@aol.com
Cuyahoga County
Ashtabula County
Lake County
Geauga County
Website: www.region12.abate.com

Still had a blast.
These Twin Cam engines are still tops in my book. The
culprit in question had 93k miles on it.
If there’s a moral to this story… take the twin cam on these
longer rides and keep the pan and the shovel for digging
worms and frying fish. The end
Have a Blast
Pete Barnes
Region 14 Director
419‐722‐9941

NO REPORT

REGION SIXTEEEN

REGION FOURTEEN
Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: Jason Smith 740-802-8702
Crawford County - Craig Gubernath 419-563-4861
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-9229
Morrow County - Guy Campo 419-512-4270
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com

Hello all,
So another LWIF ride is done. Had a historical experience.
Historical in the sense that is reminded me of rides of long
ago when we rode pans and shovels.
Now all you hear from the pan/shovel crowd is how wonder‐
ful these engines were.
Well those days you traveled with a set of tools that you
could repair whatever gave out on these wonderful machines
so you could make it home.
You either had a good mechanical ability, had a friend with a
good mechanical ability, or had a brother‐in‐law with a pickup
truck.
I had been spotted more than once kneeling along the high‐
way, praying to Mr. Davidson.
The Twin Cam normally requires nothing more than a
forefinger to depress the start button.
On the morning of February 23rd, attempting to leave a
motel in Tyler TX, Lisa’s Road king decided to stick and bend a
valve.
We removed the head with an assortment of tools, kitchen
utensils, and whatever else we scrounged up.
Took the head to the dealer and to my surprise Randal
dropped everything, including the head, and rousted a guide
and valve around.
Long story short, 2+ hours to remove, 4ish to install the valve,
and 2+ish to reassemble.
Killed a day but she test rode it prior to the sun going down.
Other than changing a drive belt in an Odd Lots parking lot,
this was the first majorish road repair I’ve had to do since
buying in to the twin cam thing.
So the lost day killed the ability to hit our destination of
South Padre.
We traded the beach for great ribs at the Blues City Café in
Memphis.
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Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) is a "Not for Profit" organization.
Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products are NOT tax deductible as a
charitable contribution.
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In Memory of Tommy Wire, Ride Free, Brother!
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kirkbride
Support the Freedom Rally
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Crystal Young - Never Stop Dancing!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of George Gantner Sr.
In Memory of Brian Nissley - Until We Ride Again!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of Maggie Cheek, Past Region 6 Director
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

Sustaining Life Members
Alessi

Gary "Duck"

2/21/2017

Bereit

Elaine

2/13/2017

Bereit

Eric

2/13/2017

Blair

Richard

2/16/2017

Blakely

Dave

2/10/2017

Breeding

Norman

Bown

Beth

6/13/2016

Bown

Jim

6/13/2016

Cater

Cliff

2/9/2017

Corbin

Bryce

2/13/2017

Elgin

Jim

2/10/2017

Fedor

Robert S

2/27/2017

Fife

Lori

2/14/2017

2/6/2017

Fife

Tim

2/14/2017

Gulley

Anthony Mark

2/15/2017

Hacker

Daniel F

2/9/2017

Hendrickson

George

2/8/2017

Hodge

Jim

2/16/2017

Johnson

Tim "TJ"

2/16/2017

Korns Jr
Kresser
Lilly
Mills
Moreland
Myers
Parker
Perkins
Sellers
Speaker
Sorgen
Sutter
Whitman
Seelinger
Simpson
Stock
Stock
Wolfer
Woodrum
Wright

Michael D
Suzanne
Charlene
Duane E
Kathy
Tim
Bob "Crash"
Ken
Gary N
William H
Carl
Rudy
Cowboy
Tom
Thomas
Kay
Mike
Ed
Clinton R
Roger

2/15/2017
2/15/2017
2/8/2017
2/15/2017
2/21/2017
2/8/2017
1/27/2017
2/15/2017
2/6/2017
2/9/2017
2/13/2017
2/13/2017
1/14/2017
2/21/2017
2/6/2017
2/4/2017
2/4/2017
2/13/2017
2/10/2017
2/13/2017

CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE
(See page 37)
Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

or call 419-294-8066

FOR SALE:
0313
Mark Patrick HD Collectible Sculptures,
$100 - $700, approximately 30 available,
Region Zero Area.
Call George 440.293.4575

FOR SALE:
0314
2 – 2006 Fatboy/Soft tail seats. New.
$300 for both or $150 each. R1 area. Call
Kent @ 740-457-7022

2/2017

For Sale: 2000 FLSTS Heritage
Springer. Suede green, lots of extra
chrome and custom parts, leather
fringe on seat and bags, never down,
runs great and looks beautiful. Located in region 7, Swanton. $13,500
firm. Call 419-392-8660 Jack. Please
leave a voice mail if I can't answer
01/2017

FOR SALE: Stock seat for a 1997 Dyna
Low-rider. In great condition. $75
Please call or text Ken at 513-262-0882

www.abate.com

FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.

FOR SALE:
0615
40mm CV Carburetor + air cleaner - fits
HD. R9 area. $200.00. Call Jeff 419.947.9214

FOR SALE:
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!
Marion Area Harley Riders 0217

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0117

Joe & Robin Pickins 0216

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0217

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0217

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0216

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0416

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986
0416
Jim Elgin, In memory of Barb “Penny”
(Elgin) Carpenter 0716

www.abate.com

Journeymen M.C. Inc. 0616
ABATE of Ohio, Inc, Region 6 1016
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ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com
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ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon
Country Barrel Restaurant
Foster's Homemade Ice Cream

112 W Mansfield
6179 Cinti-Brookville Rd
30551 Chardon Rd

Bucyrus
Okeana
Willoughby Hills

419-562-1256
513-717-4084
440-944-9210

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES
Classics & Customs Body Shop

807 W Main St

Crestline

419-689-0812

DJ’s Cycles (Repair)
R & L Auto Care, Inc.
Amsoil Products

6310 Columbia Rd, NW
617 Canton Rd NW
jsbowersock@yahoo.com

Dover
Carrolton
Pickaway Cty

330-878-0105
330-627-2005
614-306-2570

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

The Financial Concept Group, LLC
Cleveland Mortgage Service

5211 Mahoning Ave #110
11221 Pearl

Austintown
Strongsville

800-686-4901

PHOTAGRAPHY
Cowtown Photography
Captured by Lydia Photography

740 Sugar
3652 N Amblewood Circle

Westerville
Lima

614-707-1471
419-303-5904

MISCELLANEOUS
Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church
Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC
Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

4819 Parson Ave
1677 Jackson Road
10926 Haddix

Columbus
Columbus
Fairborn

614-491-5262
614-271-8577
937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc
Kaeppner’s Woods
Massages by Maggie
Columbus Rehab & Renovation

2300 National Rd SW
34070 Sutton Road

Hebron
Logan

740-954-8004
740‐385‐3885

870 Oakwood
611 Erikson

Painesville
Whitehall

440-655-3927
614-783-6414

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel
FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS
330‐259‐0744

Stuckey Insurance Services

3915 Broadway

Grove City

614-875-1630

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band
Jim Scott - Wedding Officiant
Hair Quarter's
Realtor Cindy Vannicelli

3190 Nolan Road
1210 Broad St
332 Buckeye Blvd
105 Mound St

Zanesville
Ashland
Port Clinton
Circleville

740-454-4827
419-289-0913
419-732-3302
740-497-1860

Milestone Carriages, LLC

7540 Elida Road

Delphos

419-339-0404

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~
If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com
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www.abate.com
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Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH 43623

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

April 16
Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
Single Member Dues $20 if N*, $30 if Y
Couple Member dues $40 if N*, $50 if Y
Printed Newsletter? ____N* / _____Y
N* - get online - ABATE.com
Date ___/____/____ return to State Office in 7 days
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________
Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

