ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Mary K Johnson
330-533-3765
DD-Open
Columbiana County—Open
Mahoning County– Open
Portage/Summit Counties
Trumbull County—Open
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
Adam Trembley
DD Eric Bolyard
Coshocton County
Connie Northrup
Guernsey County
Brenda Foraker
Licking County
Eric Bolyard
Holmes County
Knox County
Muskingum County
Dennis Robbins
Region 03
Dana Frost
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
William Zizelman
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

Open
Open

419-230-4969
419-230-4969

937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-256-2560
Defiance County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
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Fayette County
Highland County

B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

Jackson County
Open
Meigs County
Open
Washington County Open

Open
Open

Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6920
Champaign/Clark Counties
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Montgomery County
Scott Plassenthal
937-361-0486
Preble County
Open
Region 07
Ron Sears
419-463-8484
DD– Vivian Adams 419-665-2725
Erie County
Open
‘Huron County
Open
Lucas County
Open
Ottawa County
Open
Sandusky County
Open
Seneca County
Open
Wood County
Open
Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-340-8882
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-946-0911
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681

Region 12
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open
Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Open
Crawford County
Matt Gardner
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Dixie Brown
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes

Medina County
Garret Robison
330-278-2714
Richland County
Deborah Stephens 419-689-9459
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
419-722-9941
419-971-6767
419-937-4341

800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644

www.abate.com
State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

740-360-0760
614-560-9229
740-504-5287
419-294-8066

Region 16
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
DD–Wayne Snyder 440-774-2566
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
440-774-2566
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
Lorain County
Wayne Snyder
440-774-2566

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

Region 09
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
DD Cynthia Piper 614-747-0788
Delaware County
Open
Franklin County
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
Madison County
Open
Pickaway County
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Open
Union County
Open
Region 10
Mike Vance
DD-Phil Weber
Hocking County
Fairfield County
Perry County
Vinton County
Morgan County
Noble County

614-653-3894
614-273-5313
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 11
Call State office 800-25-BIKER
Athens County
Open
Lawrence County
Open
Gallia County
Open
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See List Above
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A: R’s Zero, 8, 12 & 16
B: R’s 1, 2, 10 &11
C: R’s 9,5 & 6
D: R’s 3, 4, 7, & 14
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Hello All! Heads up from Ohio!
We had our semiannual Motorcycle
Ohio Stakeholders Committee Meeting
1.18.17 @ the Ohio Department of
ABATE
Public Safety with all branches of ODPS
of Ohio, Inc.
in attendance. At this meeting we
reviewed all 2016 “Crash Data” available
COB Corner
at this time, with 192 confirmed
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
Motorcycle Fatalities in 2016, the 2nd
Chairman of the Board
highest Fatalities total on Ohio roads
since statistics have been recorded. NO
mention of any proposed Mandatory
Helmet Law Legislation was introduced.
But!!! At the end of the Meeting and off
the record Robert Wakefield (Director of Ohio Transportation Safety Office, the stat
guys) did ask me if it was OK to start tracking Motorcycle Helmet Use in Ohio this
year. I replied that ABATE has unofficially tracked Helmet Use at the many “Bike
Nights” we set up at around the State each week during Riding Season and our
observation is about 60% usage by choice of the riders in attendance at these type
events and that ABATE of Ohio, Inc. would vigorously oppose any Mandatory Helmet
Legislation if introduced. NOTE: Ohio has been a “CHOICE” State since 1977.
State Government Relations Director, Kolman Fuzy, will bring you up‐to‐
date on Legislative activity since the last issue and I want to thank Easyriders Events
Staff for one more grand adventure at this year’s Easyriders Bike Show and all the
Great People who stepped up to help man the ABATE Information Booth at this
Event. Hey! Have You Made your Reservation for The State Seminar State Seminar
Yet? April 7‐8, 2017 @ Double Tree by Hilton, Akron, Ohio (330) 869‐9000, be
there or be square.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.
Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

STATE BOARD MEMBERS

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

www.abate.com

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org

OutSpokin’

Chairman of the Board: Jim Elgin
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman: Ed Schetter
ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague
Ex Officio Officer: Mike Noe
Executive Director/ NCOM Rep- Ed Schetter
Treasurer: Kim Chafin
Secretary: Cindy Balach
Deputy Directors: A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl
C: Kolman Fuzy - D: Jim Sprague
State Security Dir.: John Shankster
State Products: OPEN
State News Dir.: Lisa Barnes
Government Relations Dir.: Kolman Fuzy
Safety & Ed. Director: Mike Stock
State Events Director: Bill Balach
Technical Director: Tim “TJ” Johnson
Office Staff: Chris Winchester
Ohio MRF Rep: Jim Elgin
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ABATE
of Ohio, Inc.
Executive Director
Ed
“Enjoying the Ride”
Schetter

Here it is March
already, and spring
is in the air.
Easyriders bike
show is over and
people are packing
up for Daytona Bike
Week.
Meetings I’ve
attended over the
last couple of
months remind me
how far we have

come:
In January we went to the Motorcycle Ohio Stake‐
holders Committee meeting at the Ohio Department of Public
Safety. ABATE of Ohio and others with an interest motorcycle
safety and education were in attendance. Many years ago
when it came to ODPS we were not sitting at the table, we
were waiting to hear what happened 2nd hand. There was a
lot of good information discussed:
The fact that motorcycle fatalities have been up 2 years
in a row both nationally and here in Ohio was some‐
thing we knew was going to be brought up. It’s al‐
ways a worry what the reaction of the powers that
be are.
One topic that came up again and again, as it has over the
last couple of years was the number of people in
Ohio riding without proper licensing and training.
This goes right along with push for legislation to limit
the number of learners permits a person can receive
in a specified amount of time. Both Pennsylvania
and Michigan have passed this legislation. It will be
interesting to see their statistics when they are final‐
ized.
I was surprised that a couple of the organizations not only
require a valid endorsement but ongoing safety
training to participate in their rides. Is this some‐
thing we need to look into?
Distracted driving was once again a hot topic. Is it time to
bring our R.O.W. bill back?

www.abate.com

The side‐by three wheelers were brought up. We will be
doing more this legislative cycle to distance them
from motorcycles and keep their statistics from af‐
fecting us.
Last year there were 6 animal involved fatalities involving
motorcycles and there were 6000 less deer taken
across the state during deer season. Keep an eye
out for those extra critters this year.
ODOT will once again be the “Look Out For Motorcycles”
message on their construction signs this year. The
plan is to get the message out in April or earlier as
the season starts earlier due to warm weather.
Ohio’s Dead Red law goes into effect March 18th. This is
for ALL vehicles not just motorcycles. You must
come to a complete stop before proceeding and give
right of way to any vehicle with the green light. We
need to keep an extra eye out for this one. People
will be turning because they think a light is malfunc‐
tioning due to THEIR impatience. They will be at
fault if they cause an accident proceeding thru a
working light. But that is little comfort if you are in
the hospital emergency room or worse.
Lots of good information exchanged at this meeting,
lots of things to think about.
Then it was off to ABATE of Michigan’s state semi‐
nar. It’s always good exchanging ideas with our brothers and
sisters to the north. Their list of guests at their awards ban‐
quet included Michigan’s Lieutenant Governor Brian Cally.
Lots of numbers were looked at because of the recent helmet
law change up there. Remember to send ABATE of Michigan a
big congrats on April 12th, that will give them 5 years as a hel‐
met choice state.
Yep, were come a long way. We are in the room
instead of looking in and the Legislatures are coming to us.
This does not give us a reason to let our guard down.
EVER VIGILANT.
Enjoying the Ride,
Ed Schetter
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio Inc.
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com
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Hello, All:
As I wrote
in last month's
article, new legisABATE
lative sessions
of Ohio, Inc.
have started on
both the Federal
Government Relations
and State levDirector
els. On the Federal side, HR 701Kolman Fuzy
The Spy Car
Study Act sponsored by Reps.
Joe Wilson (R
SC) and Ted Lieu (D CA) needs to be supported. Contact your
Representatives directly or go to the AMA website to send a
letter directly to your Reps through them. Also, Sen. 203 and
HR 350-The Recognizing the Protection of Motorsports Act of
2017, which deals with the modification of cars and motorcycles for racing purposes should also be supported. Once again,
contact your Reps and Senators asking them to sign on as cosponsors and to support this legislation.
As predicted, more States are facing helmet pushes, the
latest being Connecticut. The CRMA is asking everyone to go
to their Facebook page-www.Facebook.com/
ConneticutMotorcycleRidersAssoc/ and click on to send a
message of support against their helmet modification. Also,
you can go to www.TheCMRA.com to do the same.
Here in Ohio, a meeting has been confirmed with Reps.
Green and Landis to discuss the future of the Road Guarding
Bill from the last legislative session (HB 115, last session). As
this article is being written on February 1, 2017, due to deadlines, an update will be given at the next Abate BOD meeting
on March 11 and posted on the State website. Also, possible
action to further separate Autocycles from motorcycles will be
discussed with Abate BOD and the Reps. to see if any legislative remedies are in order. Also, a meeting was held on January 18th. of Motorcycle Stakeholders at Motorcycle Ohio. A
variety of topics were discussed by those in attendance (MO,
ODOT Abate, Ridin On Magazine, Harley Davidson, various
other MC related groups), motorcycle safety and awareness
and other topics, road construction, safety initiatives, etc. A

Section 14: Qualifications for the State Products Director.

most interesting and productive session.
Also, planning continues on the Abate Legislative
Seminar, April 7/8, 2017, to be held at the DoubleTree by
Hilton Hotel in the Akron/Fairlawn area -3150 W. Market St,
Akron, Ohio (330 869-9000. Please plan on attending this
seminar to get geared up on legislative issues and strategies. Please keep in mind that silent auction items are neededcontact me or the State Office or any Regional or County Officers to make arrangements to get the items to the seminar, and
that this event is open to the public-flyer in Outspokin.
We are getting closer to riding season (for those of you
who have actually put em up for the winter), which means we
are that much closer to the Awareness Rally (May 6,
2017). This event jolts the brains of motorists to the fact that
motorcycles are going to be out in large numbers and that they
need to be MORE aware of our presence. Please gather all
your riding friends and plan on attending this highly critical
event. It is rain or shine, BE THERE!!
Finally, for those of you reading this in the Outspokin,
if you know of any of your friends who used to be members of
Abate, and have not renewed their memberships, please urge
them to consider re-upping, and for those of you possibly reading this in another magazine that are not members of Abate,
please consider joining us to help us fight for ALL motorcyclists' rights.
That's it for now, my @#$$%% computer is giving me
a hard time again, so see you down the road
Respectfully submitted,

Kolman Fuzy
legislativedirector@abate.com
614-332-0198

history.
F.) Ability to develop and maintain a list of recommended
product suppliers.
G.) Ability to record, maintain, organize and distribute accu‐
rate product records.
H.) Ability to handle all methods of payment in a responsible
manner.
I.) Ability to safeguard the product inventory against theft,
damage or loss.

The minimum qualifications for the State Products Director
are:
A.) Ability to control, distribute, market and maintain the
state product inventory.
B.) Ability to monitor product sales and inventory at the re‐
gion and county levels.
C.) Ability to legally transport the state product trailer as
needed.
If interested, please contact the state office at
D.) Ability to develop new products.
E.) Ability to recognize proper inventory levels based on sales 1‐800‐25‐BIKER or www.abate.com

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

7

Hi Friends,
It is the 2nd of
February, “Ground
Hog Day”, and they
Safety & Education
say that it’s going to be
Director
6 more weeks of winter. I think Mother
Mike Stock
Nature has more to do
with it than an underground rodent does, but
we will get what we get. Every year at this time we get a day
or two of nicer than nice days and we have to get the bike out
for a ride. Well, we had one of those days the day before my
birthday. I had to run some errands and had to take the cage. I
must say my fellow bikers were not setting a good example to
fellow citizens. They were riding way too hard for having the
bikes in storage for 60 days. People only remember the loud
and reckless. At the end of the day I got home and saw on the
news that we had a fatality in Wood County involving speed
and alcohol , the first fatality in more than a year.
Our stats; in 2016 we had 1 crash and 1 fatality to
date. In 2017 we have 23 crashes and 1 fatality to date. It is
going to be a long year. There are really many factors that
contribute to these stats and we as bikers need to talk about
riding safe and respectful. If we think we don’t need to worry
about it, we will just keep loosening our right to ride free. If
we have a nice day by all means get out and go for a ride but
take it easy. The road surfaces are going to change and we
need to check them out. They are called Road Evils.
Looking at 2016 there are a few facts that we should
keep in mind. In June we had a very large number of fatalities,
with June and October having the most fatalities. I have been
telling you that we are our own worst enemies, so now I’m
going to list some stats that show you how we do it to ourselves. Rider at fault 53.1%. At fault crashes caused by unendorsed riders 44.9%. At fault crashes caused by endorsed
riders 55.1%. Fatal crashes 48% single bike. Fatal crashes
26% were alcohol related. 70% of fatalities the rider was at
fault. 60% of fatalities happen on the weekends. 37% of fatalities were with fixed objects. Something that I never even
thought about, the Ohio Turnpike had 9 deaths and 5 of these
are motorcycle related. I hope everyone takes a look this new

ABATE
of Ohio, Inc.

www.abate.com

riding season with a responsibility to ride safer and help our
fellow biker to ride safer.
For those of you that are just starting, Motorcycle
Ohio is taking registrations for this year at
www.motorcycle.ohio.gov. If you can’t get into a class in
your area make it a getaway weekend and take your other half
and make it fun. We need to get everyone endorsed and
trained you can learn something even if you have been riding
forever. If anyone is interested in becoming an instructor,
check with Motorcycle Ohio at 800-837-4337. Most training
sites pay about $26.00 an hour. And to all instructors, you all
have refresher workshop on March 18th. I thank all instructors
for doing what you do.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. State Seminar Information
Workshop and Awards Banquet. This is a PUBLIC EVENT
and a great place to learn what ABATE is all about. Saturday
April 8th is full of interesting speakers covering legislation,
laws, insurance and what is coming in the future for motorcyclists. You can go to ABATE.com and preregister or just show
up. Information: April 7-8, 2017, at Double Tree by Hilton
Hotel Akron – Fairlawn, 3150 W. Market St. Akron, Oh
44666, deadline for block rooms: March 17, 2017, contact 330
-869-9000. If you are interested in how motorcycle laws work
and how you change the laws, this is a very good place to
start.
May is Motorcycle Awareness Month, with the
Motorcycle Awareness Rally riding from A.D Farrow’s in
Sunbury, Oh. to the Ohio State House and Region 9 is
hosting the After Rally party. Next month I will have all the
details for you or you can go to state web page and check out
the flier. This ride lets everyone know that we are back out on
the roads for summer.

OutSpokin’

Ride with in your limits
Mike Stock
Safety and Education Director
Mikestock419@gmail.com
419-654-5446
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Bikers Roll into Texas With a Unified Voice: End Motorcycle Profiling
WASHINGTON, DC – The roar of hundreds of motorcycles echoed through the halls of the Texas State Capitol in Austin.
This year, January 23rd marked the day where bikers from all walks of life, representing all corners of Texas and beyond gathered together in unity to send a strong message to lawmakers: end the unconstitutional practice of motorcycle profiling.
Citing a survey issued by the Motorcycle Profiling Project completed last year, instances of profiling of motorcyclists is on the
rise in the U.S. With a participation level of over 5,000 motorcyclists nation-wide, over 50% reported being unjustifiably
stopped by police at least once while riding their motorcycles. According to state laws passed in Washington and Maryland,
motorcycle profiling is defined as, the arbitrary or illegal use of the fact that an individual rides a motorcycle or wears motorcycle-related attire as a factor in deciding to stop, question, take enforcement action, or make an arrest
Dozens of other states have already introduced similar legislative proposals in 2017. Even the U.S. Congress addressed the
issue in 2016 through the introduction of a bill in the House of Representatives. Though its unclear if the Texas legislature
will introduce an anti-profiling bill, the dynamic between law enforcement and the motorcycle community continues to be
tense after an incident in 2015 in the state that left nine people dead and hundreds arrested.
But despite the controversy in Texas, many see value in continuing to raise concerns over motorcycle profiling on a national
scale; especially considering the outcome in the states that already passed anti-profiling laws. In Washington state, which
passed their profiling measure in 2011, reported incidents of motorcycle profiling have dropped approximately 90 percent
since legislation was signed into law. And in Maryland, though the law was only passed last year, preliminary reports suggest
the number of incidents of motorcycle profiling are down.
Back in Austin, motorcyclists communicated these statistics to any lawmakers that would listen. “Riding a motorcycle or
wearing a leather jacket doesn’t make me a criminal,” said Russell Radke, a member of the National Council of Clubs, the
National Coalition of Motorcyclists, and a Member of the Board of Directors to the Motorcycle Riders Foundation. Radke is
also International Vice President for the Soldiers for Jesus Motorcycle Club. “We need to send a strong message to lawmakers
– unlawful profiling of motorcyclists will not be tolerated.”
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) has led the fight in Washington, DC to bring awareness to the issue. Through work
with its partners within the Anti-Profiling Action Group, the MRF will continue to advocate in 2017 for a national solution to
end the practice of the profiling of motorcyclists and support its members at the state level in their own advocacy efforts.
The well-established leader in the anti-profiling movement and the force behind the Motorcycle Profiling Project, David
"Double D" Devereaux also attend the Texas events speaking at the State Capitol rallying the crowds; “Motorcyclists view the
state of Texas as ground zero in the effort to preserve motorcyclist’s civil liberties and the fight against profiling and discrimination…they have chosen to stand up and fight for their liberties.”
About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned with issues at the national and international levels that impact the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a national
advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its partners to help
educate elected officials and policymakers in Washington and beyond.

www.abate.com
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would be applicable to all vehicles on any kind of land and
even implementing it temporarily would mean an end to
motorsports in the UK, because insurance companies will not
insure against third party motorsport risks -- the number of
vehicle claims alone would be unsustainable for them,
meaning that if the Vnuk judgment came into force, motorsport
activity in the UK would cease.
A joint statement issued by the Motorcycle Industry
Association (MCIA), Auto Cycle Union (ACU) and the
Amateur Motorcycle Association (AMCA) is calling on the
government to exempt motor and motorcycle sport from any
changes to insurance law that would arise from the ECJ
THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to ruling. “At a stroke, this would wipe out a successful industry
and all the jobs that go with it, as well as eliminating a popular
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
leisure pursuit for 1.9 million people, along with the boost that
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law
Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in any kind of
this gives to both local and national economies,” said Steve
accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-AKenward, CEO of the MCIA, speaking on behalf of all three
BIKE.com.
parties. “If the government implements the Vnuk judgment un
-amended, British motorcycle sport would end in the UK.”
.RPM ACT REINTRODUCED IN NEW CONGRESS
As the 115th Congress went into session, among the first bills England is home to world leading motorcycle companies,
reintroduced was the RPM Act (Recognizing the Protection of motorsport teams and racing talent, and the industry
Motorsports Act of 2017), House Resolution 350 sponsored by contributes significantly to the British economy by employing
U.S. Representative Patrick McHenry (R-NC). The bipartisan over 50,000 people and generating a total of £11 billion of
bill, which was submitted for reintroduction on the first day of sales each year ($13.5 billion USD).
the new Congress, protects Americans’ right to modify street
cars and motorcycles into dedicated race vehicles and
The Vnuk ruling stems from a case involving a Slovenian farm
industry’s right to sell the parts that enable racers to compete. worker, Damijan Vnuk, who was hurt falling from a ladder,
The RPM Act ensures that transforming motor vehicles into
race vehicles used exclusively in competition does not violate
the Clean Air Act. For nearly 50 years, the practice was
unquestioned until the EPA published proposed regulations in
2015 that deemed such conversions illegal and subject to
severe penalties. While the EPA withdrew the problematic
language from the final rule making last year, the agency still
maintains the practice is unlawful.
Motorsports competition involves tens of thousands of
participants and vehicle owners each year, according to SEMA
(Specialty Equipment Market Association) and retail sales of
racing products make up a $1.4 billion market annually. There
are an estimated 1,300 racetracks operating across the U.S.,
including oval, road, track and off-road racetracks, the
majority of which feature converted race vehicles that the EPA
now considers to be illegal.
The RPM Act, H.R. 350 would protect the sport of racing by
blocking the EPA from over-regulating the industry and
ensuring that it remains legal to convert street legal motor
vehicles for racing purposes.
BRITISH MOTORSPORTS THREATENED BY EU
RULING
The British government has just issued a document for public
consultation that suggests temporarily implementing a
European Court decision known as the “Vnuk judgement,”
which would make it compulsory for anyone engaging in any
and all forms of motor sport to have third party insurance. It

www.abate.com

which was hit by a reversing tractor.
VICTORY MOTORCYCLES WINDS DOWN
PRODUCTION
Victory Motorcycles is to be wound down, the firm's parent
company Polaris has just announced. The move is to allow the
firm to “narrow” its focus onto more profitable areas of the
business, including Indian Motorcycle.
A statement just released by Polaris says it will “immediately
begin winding down its Victory Motorcycles brand and related
operations.” Dealers will be assisted in “liquidating existing
inventories” and parts will continue to be supplied for 10
years. Servicing and warranty coverage will also continue.
“This was an incredibly difficult decision for me, my team and
the Polaris Board of Directors,” said Polaris Industries
Chairman and CEO Scott Wine. “Over the past 18 years, we
have invested not only resources, but our hearts and souls, into
forging the Victory Motorcycles brand… The experience,
knowledge, infrastructure and capability we’ve built in those
18 years gave us the confidence to acquire and develop the
Indian Motorcycle brand, so I would like to express my
gratitude to everyone associated with Victory Motorcycles and
celebrate your many contributions.”
According to the written statement, Victory has “struggled to
establish the market share needed to succeed and be
profitable.”
(Continued on Page 15, NCOM Biker Newsbytes )
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National and Regional News
GREAT FALLS, Mont. – Russ Ehnes announced that he
is leaving his position as executive director of the National
Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council in June to pursue other opportunities in off-highway vehicle recreation,
including managing the Bull Run Guest Ranch, near Great
Falls. Ehnes held the job for nearly 20 years. NOHVCC will
begin the search for a new executive director to provide a
smooth transition and allow for continuity with its many OHV
enthusiast, club, industry and agency partners.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – The AMA Board of Directors
issued an official position statement objecting to the profiling of motorcyclists by government agencies, including judging riders on their chosen apparel, mode of transportation or
associates, rather than specific behavior and actions. “The
AMA strongly condemns the profiling of motorcyclists by
government agencies and has long championed the undeniable
fact that the vast majority of riders and enthusiasts are upstanding, law-abiding citizens,” the statement reads. The full
statement is available here: www.americanmotorcyclist.com/
About-The-AMA/motorcyclist-profiling.
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The AMA launched a “bikes for
beef” campaign opposing a trade tariff on motorcycles that
government officials proposed as part of an ongoing dispute
with the European Union over hormones in U.S. beef. The
Office of the United States Trade Representative requested
comments on Dec. 28 regarding its proposal to include tariffs
on motorcycles with an engine size between 51cc and 500cc
imported from the European Union. Agricultural trade disputes should not be solved with sanctions against nonagricultural products. The tariff, which could be 100 percent
or more, would affect American motorcycle buyers, dealerships, aftermarket suppliers and more. Affected manufacturers
include Aprilla, Beta. BMW, Ducati, Fantic, Gas Gas,
Husqvarna, KTM, Montesa, Piaggio, Scorpa, Sherco, TM and
Vespa.
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. Senate joined the U.S.
House of Representatives in reintroducing the Recognizing
the Protection of Motorsports Act of 2017, the RPM Act.
The bipartisan bill (S. 203), introduced by Sen. Richard Burr
(R-N.C.), would provide protection for the right to modify
street cars and motorcycles into dedicated race vehicles and
the industry’s right to sell the parts that enable racers to compete. The bill would ensure that the conversion of motor vehicles into competition-only racers does not violate the federal
Clean Air Act. The AMA joins SEMA and other organizations in the RPM Coalition in supporting this important legislation. To support the RPM act, click here: http://tinyurl.com/
gt6e7on.
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The AMA supports H.R. 701, the
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Security and Privacy in Your Car Study Act of 2017,
known as “The SPY Car Study Act,” which would direct the
National Highway Safety Traffic Administration to conduct a
study to recommend a framework for regulating automotive
software safety (e.g. diagnostic systems, navigation, and entertainment systems), cybersecurity and privacy regulations.
Motorcyclists will share the road with vehicles using these
technologies. Safety is of utmost concern and security from
cyber-intrusion is crucial. In addition, the AMA supports
measures to assure the privacy of vehicle information. The
U.S. Department of Transportation needs to test the security
of vehicle-to-vehicle communications to ensure motorcyclists’
safety and privacy. If this bill becomes law, it will help ensure
that vehicles using advanced crash-avoidance and vehicle-tovehicle technologies are not compromised. To support this
bill, click here: http://tinyurl.com/z7khw7z.
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The AMA objected to the designation of two new national monuments by then-President
Barack Obama in late December that could jeopardize access
for responsible motorized recreation on more than 1.6 million
acres of public land in Utah and Nevada. Using the Antiquities Act of 1906, Obama designated 1.35 million acres in
southeast Utah as the Bears Ears National Monument and
nearly 300,000 acres in Clark County, Nev., just northeast of
Las Vegas, as the Gold Butte National Monument. With the
national monument designation comes a review of management plans that could curtail or eliminate some off-road riding
areas.
State News
PAGE, Ariz. – The Off-road Vehicle Management Plan
and Final Environmental Impact Statement for Glen Canyon National Recreation Area are available from the National
Park Service. The plan will guide management of off-road use
at Glen Canyon for the next 10 to 15 years. The purpose of
this plan/FEIS is to evaluate off-road use by conventional and
nonconventional motor vehicles and on-road use by nonconventional motor vehicles. An electronic copy of the document may be downloaded at: www.parkplanning.nps.gov/
GLCAFinalORVplan. Printed copies of the Plan/FEIS are also
available at some local libraries. For additional assistance,
contact the NPS at (928) 608-6205 or via email at
GLCA_Superintendent@nps.gov.
REDDING, Calif. – Comments about plans for about
400,000 acres of federal land in Northwest California must
be submitted by Feb. 3 to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. The Northwest California Integrated Resource Management Plan will guide the agency in making decisions for 15 to
(Continued on Page 17– AMA News and Notes)
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SIDEHACKS - ALL OF THE DISADVANTAGES OF A
MOTORCYCLE WITH NONE OF THE ADVANTAGES?
Ok, but I don’t care. I have always liked a side hack for
what many will say - is for no good reason. A friend of mine
once said that a “side car has all the disadvantages of a motorcycle with absolutely none of the advantages.” Ok, so he is
logical and I am not - still don’t care. That expression guided
me for over three decades. I have now struck a blow for liberty and have been riding a side hack for several years. So you
can call me “Sidecar Rod.”
What got me started was running into Bob Heady at the
license branch plating his sidecar rig. Bob is one of those guys
you can’t get enough of. A former Marion County Deputy
Sheriff, he went on to become a Federal Bomb Demolition
Expert. And just in time to go to Oklahoma City to investigate
the bombing and get his fill of Timothy McVeigh. You talk
about a fascinating human being - Bob Heady is it. And no one
knows more about the pitfalls of a side hack and its beauty.
After only about 15 minutes of setting next to him waiting
on license plates, I knew that my ‘84 FLH was going to have a
rebirth of freedom by growing one more wheel. So off I went
to LA Cycle in Whitestown. The owner is Larry Averitt and he
just happens to be the sidecar master. Years ago, Larry said he
was coming to the Miracle Ride with his triplets. I wondered
how he was going to pull that one off until I saw him roll in
with a side hack equipped FLH. There, bunched up in the sidecar were Larry’s triplets. Now, that was a photo-op and a justifiably proud father, if there ever was one. I don’t have triplets,
but I do have a pair of shelter dogs and am hoping they will
become side-car queens.
P.S. My friends promised me a 50 # sack of lead shot.
“Somethin bout” right hand turns.
ROD’S SIDECAR RULES
Rule #1. Always remember - the dynamics of a sidecar are
totally different than a motorcycle's.
Rule #2. When you brake, you turn away from the sidecar.
Rule #3. With acceleration, the drag of the sidecar makes you
turn into it.
Rule #4. Turn into the sidecar, and it tries to lift. Turn hard
enough, especially with an empty sidecar, and it will flip over.
The good news is that you can turn away from the sidecar as
hard as you want, so half the time you are Evel Knievel. So,
left turns are really fun as long as you hold on. Very embarrassing to watch your sides hack traveling down the road without you.
Rule #5. Turning requires more steering force than a two-
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wheeler. So when you have to swerve in an emergency, a
sidecar becomes a handful. Panic braking requires you to muscle the steering to stay straight. Since you are not as skinny as
a motorcycle, a sidecar's width limits escape options.
P.S. Wimp side hack drivers have a 50# sack of lead in the
nose of the sidecar. I know why.
SPIDERS AND BOOTS
I have a pair of motorcycle boots that I have had since 1984
- knee length and steel toed. Took 10 years of training and
breaking in. Putting them on is an ordeal; same for taking them
off, but they are favorites for the 500 mile ride. I never had a
“procedure” in putting them on until I had “the experience”.
Here is some advice that I would like to share with those
that don’t care for snakes and big spiders. Make no mistake - I
do not scare easily. I used to stump for 30 pound catfish, dynamite carp, castrate bulls with Burdizo clamps (they don’t like it
a bit) and do spins in an airplane. But I do have my limits and
here is the story.
One Indian summer morning, I decided to take a long ride
along the Ohio River. Of course I begin my procedure of putting on the “boots” after retrieving them from the garage. If
you have ever owned a pair of knee-high motorcycle boots,
you know that you need a running start just to get them on.
On that morning I wiggled, jerked, heaved, pulled and
thought about greasing my way in. I did my usual energy exchange putting the left boot on when I discovered a sock in the
toe on my boot. Nothing more disappointing in putting a boot
on then having to take it off and start over. After I got the boot
off and attempted to retrieve the sock, I noticed that it did not
feel like a sock, and that I could not pull it loose. Only one
thing to do -- turn the boot upside down and shake the dickens
out of it. I did. Nothing happened. So I flashed a light down
the boot opening and got “eight eye shine in return.” I don’t
care who you are - that is scary. I really started shaking it then
and what eventually fell out was heart-attack inducing. It was
the biggest Wolf spider that I had ever seen. How big was it
you ask? It was so big that I heard it run up the leg of a wicker
desk - sounded like he was running down a gravel road.
I know that spiders do not have voices, but I swear to God
that this guy was cussing me. I dispatched him with several,
repeat, several hits with my steel-toed boot. He did not go
down easy and bled like a hog.
Moral of story: Wolf spiders are looking for places, like
steel-toed boots with long canyons, to hang out in. If you ever
see me putting on my knee length steel-toed motorcycle boots,
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(Continued from Page 12- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
It says: “The competitive pressures of a challenging
motorcycle market have increased the headwinds for the
brand. Given the significant additional investments required
for Victory to launch new global platforms that meet changing
consumer preferences, and considering the strong performance
and growth potential of Indian Motorcycle, the decision to
more narrowly focus Polaris’ energy and investments became
quite clear.”
Wine added, "This decision will improve the profitability of
Polaris and our global motorcycle business, and will materially
improve our competitive stance in the industry."
“Our focus is on profitable growth, and in an environment of
finite resources, this move allows us to optimize and align our
resources behind both our premium, high-performing Indian
Motorcycle brand and our innovative Slingshot brand,
enhancing our focus on accelerating the success of those
brands. Ultimately this decision will propel the industryleading product innovation that is core to our strategy while
fostering long-term growth and increased shareholder value.”

European motorcycles were included in -- and later dropped
from -- a similar retaliation list. The same thing happened
again in 2008, leading into negotiations for the current deal.
The beef lobby’s new petition is currently in the review phase,
and the U.S.T.R has opened the proposal to a public comment
period ending January 30.
“DEAD RED” LAW PASSES IN OHIO FOR ALL
VEHICLES
During a three-week lame-duck legislative session that ended
in mid-December, state lawmakers in Ohio passed more than
fifty new laws, including House Bill 154: Under certain
conditions, drivers (and riders) can now proceed through a red
light if you think your vehicle is not tripping the signal to
change, but only if the intersection is clear. If a malfunctioning
traffic signal doesn't detect your car, truck or motorcycle; the
law states that your vehicle must come to a complete stop first,
and after a reasonable amount of time you can proceed through
the intersection as long as the coast is clear and you must yield
to oncoming traffic with the right of way.

“If a driver does go through a red light, and there is an
accident, they have the burden to prove it was malfunctioning,”
100% TARIFF PROPOSED ON EUROPEAN
explains local A.I.M. attorney (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists)
MOTORCYCLES
Ralph C. Buss. “If a motorist or motorcyclist, or bicyclist, does
Motorcycles are once again caught in the crossfire of an
come across a light that isn’t working, it is recommended that
international trade policy standoff between the Office of United they should call police.”
States Trade Representative and European Union, stemming
from ongoing disagreements over meat products. During the
The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) invites Bike
late 1990’s, the World Trade Organization requested the E.U.
and Motorcycle riders to contact an ODOT advocate to report
lift its standing ban on U.S. beef; the E.U. declined, citing the
problems with traffic signals and roadway conditions via Email
meat’s failure to meet European health and hormone
to bike.report@dot.state.oh.us or call (614) 387-0722.
standards. In 2009, the U.S. negotiated a pact allowing some
beef market access; but according to the White House, the
ARIZONA “PAY FOR PLAY” HELMET LAW PROPOSAL
agreement “has not worked as intended.”
A bill has been introduced to require motorcycle riders in
Arizona to wear a helmet, except that “AN OPERATOR OR
As a result, the U.S.T.R. is now considering a new
PASSENGER OF A MOTORCYCLE, ALL-TERRAIN
petition from the U.S. beef lobby, invoked last December under VEHICLE OR MOTOR DRIVEN CYCLE WHO IS AT
a revised clause in the 1974 Trade Act that would create a
LEAST EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE IS EXEMPT FROM
“retaliation list” of foreign products which are subject to heavy THE HELMET REQUIREMENT PRESCRIBED BY
import tariffs, to balance the export losses. Unsurprisingly, the SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION IF THE OWNER
U.S. beef lobby’s list consists largely of meat and animal parts, PAYS A FEE (amount to be determined) WHEN
but it also includes a scattershot of other items, like chewing
REGISTERING THE VEHICLE.”
gum, electric hair clippers, and motorcycles.
According to HB 2046, introduced by Representative Dr.
Two vehicular tariffs are proposed on the new retaliation
Randall Friese (D-Tucson), “THE FEE ALLOWS A PERSON
list. One is for European bikes between 51cc and 250cc; the
TO OPERATE THE MOTORCYCLE, ALL-TERRAIN
other, European bikes between 251cc to 500cc. Both would be VEHICLE OR MOTOR DRIVEN CYCLE WITHOUT
subject to an import tax of 100% (or more). This would
WEARING A HELMET AND ALLOWS A PASSENGER TO
directly impact fifteen European manufacturers, including
RIDE ON THE CYCLE WITHOUT WEARING A
major brands like Aprilla, BMW, Ducati, Husqvarna, KTM,
HELMET.”
Piaggio and Vespa.
“Amending this statute would require all 200,000 motorcycle
In doubling prices of the most popular European motorcycles, riders in Arizona to wear a helmet or be subjected to a fine of
these tariffs could potentially cripple the U.S. dealer network,
Five Hundred dollars which three hundred would be going
putting thousands of salespeople and techs out of work.
towards Rep. Friese and his friends and their spinal cord
trauma practices,” explains Michael Infanzon, lobbyist for
It’s not the first time the motorcycle industry has been in this
(Continued on Page 22-- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
position. In 1999, after the E.U. declined the W.T.O. directive,
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(Continued from Page 14 - Ask Our Lawyer, Taylor
here is what you will see: me, picking up the boot very carefully and shaking it in the air an annoying number of times all
the while thumping the sides with my free hand. And I am not
done. I slam the open end on the ground until my actions look
weird. Finally, I have been known to use a flashlight for a final
check - looking for that eye shine of course. End of story.
YOUR PARACHUTE - JUST DO THIS
Do you like to play Russian Roulette? How about for $100
bucks a year? Doesn’t seem worth it, does it? But that’s what
you’re doing if you don’t buy adequate uninsured/underinsured
motorist coverage for your motorcycle. Studies indicate that as
many as 20 out of 100 drivers do not carry any sort of insurance coverage. And those that do (approaching 50%) have
minimal limits that effectively provide no coverage (It is a joke
to hear an adverse driver tell you he has insurance when he has
$25k of insurance coverage.) Try paying a $250k hospital bill
and your mortgage with that. I have seen charges of $25k for
just the helicopter ride to the hospital. Your parachute is adequate uninsured/underinsured motorist coverages. Do not rely
on the other guy - take care of yourself. I predict that someone
reading this will call me and say thanks for the advice - you
saved my home.
DEALING WITH PERSONALITY DISORDERS - WHAT
EVERY MRO SHOULD KNOW
Q. Our local ABATE organization has been successful until
recently. Before, all of us got along well and made a difference
in achieving ABATE’s goals. Now we have a person in a leadership role that is tearing the place apart with his bullying. At
first, this individual seems like he is your friend: flattering,
well-spoken and energetic. Then he turns one by one on his
“friends” by dividing and conquering us, seemingly to get his
own way. He is a master manipulator and spreads falsehoods
about those he wants to get rid of (usually those who disagree
with him). Many have quit because of his “bullying.” He
spreads falsehoods and when upset sets off a flurry of emails
cutting his target. As volunteers, there is just so much of this
crap that we are willing to take. I am concerned for our organization. To make matters worse, there are financial irregularities
that he has created. What can we do? I know there are legal
remedies for libel and slander, and he can be prosecuted for
theft if that is the case, but that is not the direction we want to
go. Help!
ABATE member
A. Sounds like you may be dealing with a person who is
afflicted with a personality disorder. The American Psychiatric
Association lists ten types (see DSM-IV-12) .These types
flocks to not-for-profit organizations like ABATE. They are
confusing and misleading in that they are usually very talented,
but you should not ignore the serious disruptive effects that
they can cause. Impulsive behavior, wild emotions and calculated divisiveness contribute to discord and disunity in our
ABATE organizations.
Disruptions by this type of personality can be very confusing, especially in a volunteer organization.
Daily contact in not-for-profits is usually infrequent, which
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makes catching on to and stopping them especially difficult.
Persons with this disorder get there by conning those above
them and exploiting those below them. They usually don’t give
a damn about anybody. This disorder is signaled by a history
of unstable relationships outside the family and abusive relationships within the family. Usually the person has a checkered
employment past as they do not make good traditional employees. Almost always the person that suffers from this type of
disorder goes from treating his targets as best friends to declaring them hated enemies, bewildering and confusing those that
work with the affected person. Accompanying these types of
symptoms are always extreme angry reactions and impulsiveness. Misappropriation, fiddling with the books, fiddling expenses, pilfering, embezzlement, fraud, deception, awarding
benefits to family and accusing others of doing the same are
also common indicators of the bullying personality disorder.
ABATE should be aware of this type of person when they
infiltrate our organization. After all, we provide the perfect
breeding ground where this personality type can create selfpromoting turmoil. It is difficult to catch on to their ways when
there is no daily contact and as such; they can comfortably ply
their manipulative techniques. Usually, in the normal business
situation the management catches on and the situation dies a
natural death with firing. But what do we do in not-for-profit
organizations like ABATE, with the person who has managed
to hang on and continues to wreak havoc in the organization?
Here are some of the non-legal recommendations that I have
passed on to others dealing with this issue.
1. Unfortunately, we are a volunteer organization, so it is
tough to fire these types. If you can, you should. We are not in
the mental health treatment business. Since we cannot fire, I
recommend that you educate yourself and the organization as
to “personality disorder” symptoms. Your description of the
person touches on the classic characteristics of that disorder, so
be familiar with the usual pattern of conduct that these afflicted
persons exhibit. Share your knowledge with others. In recent
years, many business organizations have developed procedures
to deal with this personality type. By educating your organization, everyone will have been clued into what is going on and
the techniques used by this person.
That takes the fun out of it for the afflicted trouble maker.
Once the news is out and the plan exposed, it is highly likely
the person will leave, taking the problem along with them.
2. Another method is to try the straight-on approach. Control and security issues drive the person afflicted with this mental problem, so meet with the person and review his concerns.
Compliment his work where warranted. You should have others with you for these meetings. Keep it positive. If the person
is salvageable, keep him with the strings you attach. If not, get
rid of him ASAP. He is poisoning our ABATE well. If you
cannot get rid of him, at the very least separate and assign him
projects that lessen his involvement with others. Have him
report to a “committee” so he cannot turn on an individual.
Never let this type of person handle money for ABATE. Almost always, they steal.
3. If the “bully” does not get the hint, confrontation may be
in order. Typically, the disordered person leaves a trail of inconsistent emails, false allegations/conversations,
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News, the agreement does not identify any roads for closing or
solve any of the state’s or counties' claims to RS 2477 roads–
20 years concerning public land in Del Norte, Siskiyou, Shasta, those in dispute under an 1860s law that set up a
transportation network in the unsettled West.
Humboldt, Mendocino, Trinity, Tehama and Butte counties.
OLYMPIA, Wash. – H.B. 1157 would allow motorcyclists to
Comments about off‐highway‐vehicle use in these areas
should go to NCIP_comments@aecom.com. Submit comments split lanes, as long as the rider travels no more than 10 mph
by fax to Or mail comments to: Mail: NCIP Comments, Bureau faster than surrounding traffic and no faster than 35 mph. This
bill, introduced by state Rep. Drew MacEwen (R‐Union), also
of Land Management, Redding Field Office, 6640 Lockheed
creates a new traffic infraction for drivers who intentionally
Drive, Redding, CA, 96002. More information is available at
impede lane‐splitting riders.
http://tinyurl.com/h5r3zhw.
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Freshman state Rep. Don Hahnfeldt (R‐
Industry News
The Villages) wants to institute mandatory helmet use by
BRISTOL, Pa. – MV Agusta is relaunching its American
eliminating the exemption adopted in 2000 that allows
marketing efforts, with its MV Agusta USA brand being led by
motorcyclists 21 or older to ride helmetless if they carry at
Urban Motor Group. The companies announced the new
least $10,000 in medical insurance. The bill is H.B. 6009.
FINLAND, Minn. – Two meetings remain for discussion of the dedicated business unit will be managed directly by CEO
Border‐to‐Border Off‐Road Vehicle Touring Trail, which will
Joseph Elasmar. The company says the new management team
will “focus on building brand awareness and quality customer
use existing public right of way across northern Minnesota to
link the shores of Lake Superior with the North Dakota border. service by harnessing the wealth of experience, a robust
The National Off‐Highway Vehicle Conservation Council is
business model, passion in motorcycles and an extrinsic
perspective that has earned Urban Motor Imports the
facilitating the meetings. For more information, visit
www.dnr.state.mn.us/input/mgmtplans/ohv/plans/
reputation of being the key distributor for a number of
border_to_border_trail.html. The final two meetings are
motorcycle brands including MV Agusta.” The company has
scheduled for 6‐8 p.m.
unveiled new models for 2017 and plans to add an office in
Feb. 15 – The Claire Nelson Center, 6866 Cramer
California in addition to updating its dealer network.
Road, Finland, Minn., for Cook and Lake counties.
SPIRIT LAKE, Iowa – Polaris Industries is halting production of
its Victory motorcycle brand, which has been produced in the
Feb. 16 – American Legion Post 480, 4543 U.S. 53,
Iowa Great Lakes Region since 1998. Polaris spokesperson
Orr, Minn., for St. Louis and Koochching counties.
ST. PAUL, Minn. – Policies and education aimed at ending the Megan Kathman said there will be some job losses in Spirit
Lake as a result of the Victory shutdown but declined to say
profiling of motorcyclists would be required for all law
enforcement agencies under H.F. 164, introduced to the state how many positions would be lost. The Spirit Lake plant will
continue to make Indian brand motorcycles. Polaris plans to
legislature by state Rep. Steve Drazkowski (R‐Mazeppa). The
bill would require the development of a statewide model
focus future efforts on the Indian brand and the three‐
policy by Oct. 1, covering what constitutes profiling and tactics wheeled Slingshot. Polaris Chairman and CEO Scott Wine said
for officers to avoid. By Nov. 1, each law enforcement agency in a press release that Indian has more potential to grow than
in the state would have to adopt a written anti‐profiling policy. the Victory brand.
SALEM, Ore. – A proposal sponsored by state Sen. Jeff Kruse (R TOKYO – Honda has developed a concept motorcycle that
‐Roseburg) S.B. 385 would allow riders to split lanes at a speed keeps itself upright at a stop and during low‐speed
of no more than 10 mph faster than other vehicles, if traffic is maneuvers. Using Honda Riding Assist technology, the system
moving slower than 20 mph on certain roadways.
increases fork angle and disconnects the front forks from the
AUSTIN, Texas – State Rep. Kirk Watson (D‐Austin)
handlebars. Sensors and software take over control of the bike
introduced S.B. 288, which would allow motorcyclists to split to keep it balanced. At the company's presentation at the
lanes when traffic is congested on limited‐access or controlled Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, Honda demonstrated
‐access highways. The motorcyclist would be limited to
Riding Assist by having a motorcycle slowly wheel itself
traveling no more than 5 mph faster than traffic. And splitting onstage. No plans have been announced to include the Riding
would be permitted only when traffic is moving at 20 mph or
Assist technology in production motorcycles.
International News
slower.
SALT LAKE CITY – A settlement was reached among the U.S.
GENEVA, Switzerland – Steve Aeschlimann has been named
CEO of the Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme
Bureau of Land Management, 10 environmental groups and
three OHV associations in an 8‐year‐old lawsuit over the use
(International Motorcycling Federation), succeeding Ignacio
of 10 million acres of public lands. Under the agreement–
Verneda. Aeschlimann, 45, joined the FIM as a member of the
which must be approved by federal courts–the BLM would
senior management in February 2011. Since then, he has
restructure 13 travel management plans covering Carbon,
occupied the role of executive director of operations,
Duchesne, Daggett, Emery, Grand, Kane, San Juan and Uintah supervising several commissions and the FIM’s institutional
counties. Environmentalists challenged the BLM plans in 2008, services.
claiming they were heavily weighted toward the interests of oil
(Continued on Page 23 - AMA News and Notes)
and gas extraction and off‐roading. According to the Deseret
(Continued from Page 13 - AMA News and Notes)
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(Continued from page 16 - AOL)
inflammatory accusations, bad books and puzzling math.
Keep records and make “book” so that you can back up what
you say. When the “bully” realizes that his methods are
known, the fun runs out of his approach and the problem
goes away when you have done a “HIGH NOON” on him.
Good luck.
ROADHAZARD.ORG
Recently we reached out to Lynn of Crown Point to check
on the status of the road hazard she had reported, below is
her response:
Good afternoon. You guys rock. They fixed it last week. I
love this service. It is a great benefit to the community. I
have reported three hazards in the past two years, and every
one of them has been repaired immediately. Keep up the
good work.
Do yourself and your fellow riders a favor and keep report‐
ing those hazards. And thanks, Lynn, for the kind words.
Brian Shadiow‐RoadHazard.org
Ride Safe & Free,
Rod Taylor
ABATE Legal Services
abatelegal.com
All questions from ABATE members are answered confiden‐
tially unless otherwise authorized and only after the matter is
concluded, except when authorization for publication anony‐
mously or otherwise is given for pending matters. Remember,
injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total recovery,
and expenses as approved by client. Elsewhere, you may pay
33 ⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE members
are not charged for recovery of damage to your motorcycle,
and have access to a 24‐hour toll‐free telephone number. Call
us at 1‐(800)‐25‐RIDER. Questions? Submit them to:
RodTaylor@abatelegal.com © 2017.

(Continued from page 9 - NCOM Biker Bytes)

It’s a case of Bikers Helping Bikers, as longtime rider Jason
Large of Jackson, Ohio wanted to help protect riders on the
major Ohio state route he lives on. Allstate Insurance was
inspired by Jason’s desire to help keep his fellow riders safe
and coincidently, have their own campaign with just this goal
in mind.
Allstate’s Once is Never Enough (O.N.E.) program is an aware‐
ness campaign created to help reduce the number of motor‐
cycle crashes involving other vehicles at intersections by en‐
couraging motorists to “look twice, because once is never
enough”.
Through the O.N.E. program, a yellow diamond‐shaped
"Watch for Motorcycles" warning sign was created in 2009
following two years of development, which has resulted in
179 signs installed at dangerous intersections in 41 different
U.S. cities across 21 states.
WEIRD NEWS: WOMEN ARRESTED FOR RIDING A MOTORCY‐
CLE
Iranian police arrested two women for riding a motorcycle in
a western city ‐‐ an incident that went viral when images ap‐
peared online and sparked a social‐media backlash against
the country's political and religious authorities.
State news agency IRNA said the two women were detained
in Dezful, whose law enforcement chief, Ali Elhami, accused
them of committing an "ugly" act that breaks the "religious
norms" of the conservative Islamic‐led nation.
IRNA quoted Elhami as saying he ordered the women's arrest
after online images of the two women riding the motorcycle
and being surrounded by male onlookers at a local park
prompted complaints about the women's dress, appearance
and interaction with the men. The two women will be judged
for breaking “revolutionary norms and values.”
Women in Iran are barred from obtaining licenses to drive
motorcycles in public.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "I can't understand why people are
ABATE of Arizona. “We have seen Rep. Friese try this game
frightened of new ideas. I'm frightened of the old ones."
~ John Cage (1912‐1992), American composer, philosopher &
year after year and Arizona motorcyclists have succeeded in
artist
stopping this infringement on our right to choose to wear a
helmet or not.”
This proposed legislation has been referred to two different
committees, Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
and Rules Committee, and ABATE of Arizona has issued an
IMMEDIATE CALL TO ACTION for riders to contact Rep. Friese
and members of the House committees to kill the bill. “This is
nothing more than a tax on motorcyclists and an infringement
on our rights,” notes Infanzon.
ALLSTATE O.N.E. PROGRAM TEAMS UP LOCALLY TO HELP RIDERS

www.abate.com
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(Continued from page 17 - AMA News and Notes)
AMA News
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – The AMA recognized its greatest champions and hardest‐working organizers from the 2016 season
on Jan. 21 during the AMA Championship Banquet at the Hilton Downtown Columbus in Columbus, Ohio. More than 500 rac‐
ers and supporters watched as the AMA presented awards to the top three finishers in national and regional competition, and
announced the winners of the prestigious AMA Racer of the Year Awards. Jos Driessen of the FIM also presented AMA Presi‐
dent and CEO Rob Dingman and AMA Board of Directors Chair Maggie McNally‐Bradshaw with the 2016 FIM Women in Mo‐
torcycling Award for the AMA Get Women Riding Campaign.
*****
AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and edited by the American Motorcyclist Association. Designed to in‐
form motorcyclists of rights‐related issues and events in the United States and around the world, AMA News & Notes wel‐
comes your input. Suggestions and editorial contributions can be sent to AMA Managing Editor Jim Witters at jwit‐
ters@amacycle.org.
Sign up and stay informed: AMA News & Notes keeps motorcyclists up‐to‐date on hot topics, news affecting the motorcycling
community and opportunities to communicate with elected officials. Click here to check the “Sign me up for News & Notes”
box.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to make a difference on important issues. Click here to see the most
recent AMA Action Alerts, or to sign up and receive them.
Readers also may sign up to receive AMA e‐newsletters: AMA Extra includes a summary of AMA news, ATV E‐News includes a
summary of ATV‐related news and Hall of Fame Insider focuses on the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. To subscribe to one or
more, click here.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it’s rewarding. To learn how you can help, visit us online.
Follow the AMA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/americanmotorcyclist, on Twitter @ama_riding and @ama_rights and on
Instagram at @ama_riding.
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“Marching” on to better things!
I’m hoping that by the time you read this in March the fork‐
lock assembly will have been replaced on my scoot. I just
ordered it yesterday from that place that I dread to go to (the
“Hardly” shop) and I should have it soon (it’s that time‐
paradox thing again). They said it would take a week to get
the part. I could have gotten an after‐market assembly but it
would still have taken a week, and for once the stock part
wasn’t that much more expensive. Besides, I wanted to be
able to use the same key for the forks and the ignition with‐
out any more hassle than necessary, like changing the ignition
and the additional cost for that. To get one (the genuine
stock assembly) ya gotta take your bike’s title in to the shop
just to place the order proving that you own the bike and to
get the specific fork lock and keys for that bike’s individual
locking system.
The way it all came about is this: I went to a little bar one
night to meet up with some friends and when I got off the
scoot I tried to lock ‘er up like I usually do, but the notches in
the fork lock wouldn’t line up enough to even get the key into
making me think, “Now, what the heck is going on here?” It
was like coming home and finding your old lady changed the
locks on your door (which is something that could, and maybe
should have happened to me a few times, but didn’t). I’m just
glad that this didn’t happen at another time and in another
place because I didn’t have a padlock with me. I HATE leaving
the scoot unlocked anywhere except in my garage (which
itself is always locked), even though you and I both know that
if someone wanted to rip off your sled THAT bad, they’d find a
way. Any pickup or van that might be used to haul a bike
away can just as easily haul bolt cutters and torches to cut
anything, even if ya have the bike chained to a damned tele‐
phone pole! Keep all this in mind if you happen to keep your
title on your bike with your registration! Believe it or not,
many do.
I still have no idea why this occurred, other than metal fa‐
tigue (or something like that). Maybe my little lucky “road
demon” bell thing fell off and the little bastards got pissed. I
should look to see if it’s gone. That’s the thing about giving
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any kind of credence or power to superstitions, traditions,
and old wives’ tales... once you give in, you’re sunk... then
there’s no end to knocking on wood, throwing salt over your
shoulder, and so many other obligatory responses to weird
stuff.
I’m going to go off on a tangent for a moment here so
please forgive and bear with me... Earlier when I mentioned
how much I detest going to the “Hardly” a bike shop, I really
meant it. I remember the good old days when you’d enter an
HD shop and you might slip on a puddle of oil if you didn’t
watch out. Back then the shops sold motorcycles and little
else except parts and T‐shirts. Now they’re spotless and
trendy clothing boutiques with so much other merchandise
bearing the “Hardly” logo that it’s mind boggling! “Hardly”
grandfather clocks... “Hardly” jukeboxes...the list doesn’t end.
Hell, my friend Jackie told me that she parked next to one of
those officially designed by Ford “Hardly‐DavidSon” pick‐up
trucks in the parking lot where she works the other day! To
add to that, it was even a General Motors employee’s parking
lot, so how does corporate pride and loyalty figure into ANY
this?
Now, I’m not putting down or laughing at people who buy
this stuff. If you buy anything proclaiming your appreciation
of, or loyalty to, a brand name, then go for it and good for
you. I have a few “Hardly” doo‐dads in my home too, and
whenever I’m not wearing an ABATE shirt, it’s probably an old
HD shirt. What I’m bitching about is how the “Company” is
more interested in making a buck off their name than making
sure their “stores” stock Knucklehead, Panhead, Shovelhead,
and recently even some Evo parts for the customers who have
bought their product over the years and made it an icon in the
first place! I still, and probably always will, love their motor‐
cycles. And they DO keep improving them in so many ways.
But just about any part for an older bike has to be ordered
from the “Company’s” warehouses instead of being stocked in
their shops for when you actually need it.
If you feel like I do concerning any of this, instead of having
to carefully work your way through their boutique with its
racks of clothing and its shelves full of piggy banks, dog toys
and knick‐knacks on your way to the parts counter so THEY
can order it for you, I think you might even save a few bucks
by ordering the part on‐line yourself like I would... that is ex‐
cept for the damn fork lock assembly LOL! Like I said, ya gotta
physically GO there with your title! (Did I mention how much
I hated going there?)
On a related note: A few years ago the disc on the top of the
sink faucet in my bathroom signifying it was “HOT” broke off
exposing the tightening screw. I happened to notice that it
was the exact same size as the caliper emblem on “Hardly”
brake assemblies that proudly proclaims, “Genuine Hardly
David$on”. Since I had a few in my garage, I glued them on
both faucets just as a little joke about how the “Hardly” logo
is so over‐used on so much crap that has nothing to do with
motorcycles. Since then, people who see them keep telling
me how cool it was that “Hardly” makes bathroom faucets
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and how they want a set of them for their own bath‐
rooms! I just smile, shake my head, and reply, “Hardly”
stopped making ‘em.” Now, “Marching” on again (Okay, I’ll
stop saying that)........
Last night I went to 2017’s first local ABATE monthly meet‐
ing (remember its January in my world). For this year we
decided to combine the counties back into just one regional
meeting due to the lack of need for separate county admini‐
strations, almost all of which are vacant anyway. We also
have new officers including Director, Secretary, Sgt. at Arms,
and a few others. The fact that we have those new officers
means new possibilities (if nothing else), and these people
have old time experience and dedication to boot! Perhaps
things will turn around. They must. As a local OR state or‐
ganization we can’t survive much longer with such a rapidly
dwindling roster. If you can, try to think of something, any‐
thing, to help out with that. Then make sure you tell those
thoughts to the right people. If you think you have some
really good ideas and sharing them goes nowhere, tell some‐
body else. If that doesn’t work, come to a state board meet‐
ing with a bullhorn and make sure everybody hears! We need
to be trying new ways to recruit members!!!
Those of you non‐members who might be reading this via
our webpage or from an Outspokin’ that has blown into your
hands are more than welcome to do so. I’m sure I can speak
for all members of ABATE in saying that your interest in what
we do is gratifying. But IF you ever decide to give up the
measly yearly fee it takes to join this very righteous organiza‐
tion we really WOULD appreciate it because we so need your
numbers and your participation (which can be minimal). I
haven’t begged anyone for anything since the last time I
spoke to a cop in a seriously personal capacity, but I would
beg for this: Puhlease consider joining ABATE! We need you
and, whether or not you know it, you need us. The only peo‐
ple who give a damn about what goes on regarding motorcy‐
cle legislation are those who freely ride a bike, and those who
are against riding freely... and sometimes it seems they out‐
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number us. We need to fix that soon. We realize that the
times ARE hard and your bucks might be few, so we under‐
stand if you can’t join us right now and we’ll carry on watch‐
ing out for your rights anyway.
Additionally, ABATE really CAN be fun trip to go on. Like I
mentioned last month, our annual state legislative seminar
will take place on April 7th and 8th this year near Akron. Hope
to see as many of you as possible there. It really is a fun time
and very rewarding in so many ways. Where else do a bunch
of bikers book a bunch of rooms in a hotel/motel and do le‐
gal, responsible things? (Well, for a while at first anyway.)
I’ll be yakking at y’all next month. Until then...
“March” on brothers and sisters.
(Oops! I told you I’d quit that.)
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REGION ZERO

p.m., always on the first Sunday, except July and
Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
No meeting in December.
Coshocton County: Connie Northrup
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker
Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Eric Bolyard
Muskingum County: Dennis Robbins
Website: http://region2.abate.com

Region Director: Mary K Johnson 330-533-3765
Deputy Director: Open
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County
Coordinators for time and location.
Columbiana: Open
Mahoning & Trumbull: Open
Portage & Summit County: Open
Website: http://regionzero.abate.co
Hello Region Zero!
I am writing to introduce you to our new Regional Board
for 2017. Regional Director-Mary Kay Johnson. Regional
Secretary-Bertie Morrissey. Regional Treasurer-Linda Stokes.
Regional Sgt.-at-Arms-John Morrissey. Legislative DirectorLionman. Regional Road Captain-Ron Hart Jr. Our 3 trustees
are Bones, Bummer, and Jeff Beatty.
The Region Zero monthly meetings will be the third
Saturday of the month at various locations. This month’s
meeting will be at the AMVETS in Newton Falls Ohio.
We had a wonderful time at the Meltdown Party. Thanks go
out to Mike and Jessie Westfall for hosting us again, everyone
who helped out with the Chinese Auction , Split-Pot Drawing,
the food, and the band, The Syndicate, for keeping us dancing.
We have our State Seminar coming up in April in the Akron
-Canton area. Hope to see you there, since it is within closer
driving distance for us this year.
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to
call me at 330-533-3765 or 330-360-7934.
Mary Kay Johnson
Region 0 Director

REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday
every month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American
Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION TWO
Region Director - Adam Trembly
Deputy Director - Eric Bolyard
Region 2 meetings will be held at VFW Post 1058 at
1318 Putnam Ave, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 at 2:00
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NO REPORT
REGION THREE
Region Director: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Dana Frost for
all information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Mercer county: Open
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Shelby County: Open
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com
Hi people, just would like to take time to introduce myself as
the new region 3 director. But first I’d like to thank Mark
Davis for all the years he was the director and all that he done
while in that position. For starters, I’d like to get the word out
that we’ll be starting to have meetings again, we'll be having
them the second Sunday of every other month at 2 o’clock.
The next meeting will be March 12, 2017. It will be held at
Dudes (Keith Herman) house. If you don't know where that is
call or text me and I’ll get you the address. Meeting will be
short but I’ll try to make them informative .
With motorcycle accidents on the rise I’m sure the
government will be trying to do something to keep us safe, like
mandatory helmets. We’re going to need to keep on top of
things. You know educate not legislate. Motorcycle riding
courses are getting ready to start signing people up for the
spring and summer courses. If you haven’t taken one you
should try it . Who knows you could learn something and have
fun doing it. So get signed up whether you’re a beginner or a
long time rider. Well that's about all I have for now. Everyone
be safe and stay healthy I’ll see you at a meeting soon. Keep
Riding,
Dana Frost
Region 3 Director
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info. Event flier is in the Outspokin’ and on the Region 5 web
site.
REGION FOUR
Region 5 meetings are held for Clinton County as well as
Region Director: Ruby Worchuck,
Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton
(combined) counties.
rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 5 meetings for Clinton County are held every 2nd
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of
Sunday of the month at 11AM at American Legion Post 49
every month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and
General Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless located in Wilmington, Ohio.
otherwise noted. Meetings are held between the four
Region 5 meetings for Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton Counties
county areas. Please contact your County
are held every 1st Sunday of the month at 11AM at The Train
Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Stop located in Foster, Ohio.
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Meeting rescheduling will be posted in the Outspokin’
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
when possible. Check the Region 5 web site for the most up to
Website: http://region4.abate.com
date meeting information.
Hello Region 4!
Tim Kaelin
Hope everyone’s New Year is off to a good start. Plans are
Region 5 director
in the works for the months ahead. Coming up first will be
REGION SIX
Hogs N Dogs at Napoleon Harley Davidson Sales and Service
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
on March 24th – 26th. I will be needing help to staff the booth,
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
if you are interested, give me a call 419‐966‐9131, or email
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties:
me, rworchuck@aol.com for more details.
Bill Jenks , 937-999-7558.
Next up will be the State Seminar, April 7 & 8, at the
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-337Double Tree by Hilton, 3150 W Market Street, Akron, OH
44333. For more info, see the flyer in the Outspokin’ or on the 2351-Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck
Yeahs in Piqua
state website, abate.com. Pre‐registration deadline is March
Montgomery County: Scott Plassenthal 937-361st
31 . If you have never been to seminar, this is a great time to
0486
meet other concerned riders, ABATE state officers and to
Preble County, OPEN
learn the latest on legislative and safety issues. There is
Website: www.region6.abate.com
usually a PAC fundraiser on Friday night, and an excellent
banquet and awards ceremony on Saturday evening. There
NO REPORT
will be live and silent auction items, and lots of fun for all.
Then, as always, the first Saturday in May, is the Sate
Awareness Rally. If you are interested in going, keep in touch
with me, and we will try to get a group together to ride to
REGION SEVEN
Columbus for the rally. Region 9 will be hosting the after Rally. Region Director: Ron Sears 419-463-8484
All motorcyclists are welcome to participate. Keep looking in
Deputy Director: Vivian Adams 419-665-2715
the Outspokin’ and online for updated information.
Region meeting: Call Director
March meeting will be on Tuesday March 14th, 7 PM, at my
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
house, 216 S Turkeyfoot Avenue, Malinta, OH 43535. Hope to
Erie County/Huron County: Open
see you there!
Lucas County: Open
Ride free, safe & proud,
Ottawa County: Open
Sandusky County: Open
Ruby Worchuck
Seneca County: Open
Region 4 Director
Wood County: Open
REGION FIVE
Website: http://region7.abate.com
Region Director: Tim Kaelin
- 513-561-4745
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
NO REPORT
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties - First
Sunday of the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn,
7837 Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712.
Phone: 513-683-0207
Clinton County Meeting – Second Sunday of month,
11am @ American Legion Post 49, 140 E. Locust St.,
in Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com
Region 5 Clinton County will be holding a Chili Cook Off on
Saturday, March 11th at the American Legion Post 49 at 140
E. Locust Street in Wilmington, Ohio. Event runs from 6PM ‐
8PM. Contact Theresa Shoemaker at 937‐302‐6232 for more

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

28

REGION EIGHT
Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
Email: Region8@abate.com
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
Website: www.region8.abate.com
Hello Region 8,
Well another young year and we're off and running, we
had our first booth set up at the Miller Lite swap meet at the
Stark County Fairgrounds in January, thanks to all that
stopped to visit it was good to see you. Our meetings are
being very well attended and getting bigger so check your
post card for dates and places and come join everybody, it's
not that bad. Our March meeting is the 5th at the Carrollton
Eagles 1072 Brenner Rd. NE in Carrollton, then, April's is at
Rey's Route 62 Bar & Grill 2109 West State St. in Alliance on
the 2nd, all meetings start at 1:00 pm ABATE time.
Latest in the Region, we are bringing back the old CMRO
Freedom Fighter shirt design, just had to make a few wording
changes to update it and right now we will just have the color
design and will be taking orders on a prepay system until we
can afford to stock some, so if you’re interested, catch a
meeting or look us up at one of our booths when we set up.
Our next event is the Look Twice Save a Life Run on May 20th
starting out of Quaker Steak & Lube in North Canton, flyers
should be out soon.
Freedom Rally update; the committee is hard at work on
making this bigger and better and feel that this year we have
a good opportunity to make that happen. We will have a
Freedom Rally booth set up at the Yankee Lake swap meet on
March 19th, April 2nd at the Summit County Fairgrounds
swap meet, and Gilford Grill swap meet on April 9th, more
dates may be coming keep an eye on the Freedom Rally,
ABATE of Ohio Inc. Facebook page for all updates. At these
booths you can preregister and if you are a member of any
motorcycle rights organization that's only $20.00 for the
weekend and you can also preorder and prepay your
Freedom Rally shirts in whatever size, color, or style you want
and pick them up at the rally (we'll have patches too).
Remember Region 8 this is us inviting the world to our back
yard to party so any way you can chip in and help would be
greatly appreciated in helping put on a kick ass show.
Next time you see Mike Gloss tell him we missed him at
the January meeting.
Later, Tim Cordray, Region 8 Director

REGION NINE
Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Roger Wright 614-286-7676
*New Franklin County meeting location is
Eldorado’s Food and Spirits, 4968 N. High St.,
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Columbus. Meeting still at noon, first Sunday of the
month. (
Pickaway ,Madison, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Union
Co’s: Open
CHALLENGE ISSUED! The Buy a day at the Office Program's
a simple way for counties and regions to give this fiiine
organization a little boost. At the start of each monthly
meeting, we start "the hat" going around for a collection for
Buy a Day. At the January State Board meeting, We/I
challenged ALL ABATE of Ohio Counties/Regions to BEAT
Franklin Co./R#9 in TOTAL 2017 Buy a Day
donations! SERIOUS BRAGGING RIGHTS are on the line! (Hell‐
if somebody beats us, I'll buy yer Topkick a cold one!).
Whaddya Think? YOUR MOVE, SPARKY!
March 11 will be the 27th Annual Daytona North Party.
This year, combined with a Chili Contest. Games, raffles,
CHILI, and big fun! Victory's, 343 So. High, Columbus, 7‐11 pee
‐em. Call me for Chili details. BE THERE!!! Flyers out soon (if
not already !)
On April 2, we’re having a Bake Sale after our monthly
meeting at Eldorados. Proceeds to benefit ABATE. Details
being worked out!
May 6th is this year’s Awareness Rally. Ya know what that
means............ The Awareness Rally After party! Same place as
last year, Victory's, right down the street from the State
House. Flyers on th' way!
Enjoy the winter Downtime‐‐Great for making sure
EVERYTHING on your scoot is in top shape for this Summer!
Later , Roger Wright, Region 9 Director

REGION TEN
Region Director: Mike Vance 614-653-3894
Deputy Director: Phil Weber 614-273-5313
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble
Counties
Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB
page for information.

REGION ELEVEN
INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-3193644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, &
Washington Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/

REGION TWELVE
Region Director: Charles “Jason” Jones - 440-261-1122,
charlesjones577@aol.com
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County
Lake County
Geauga County
Website: www.region12.abate.com
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~
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(Continued from Page 29, Region News)

REGION FOURTEEN

REGION SIXTEEEN

Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: Jason Smith 740-802-8702
Crawford County - Craig Gubernath 419-563-4861
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-9229
Morrow County - Guy Campo 419-512-4270
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com

Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Hello all,
For all you non‐believers out there, you know who you are, Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com

the “I ain’t gonna spend forty bucks to join ABATE” crowd.
Well, how bout twenty? Cough up a twenty and help ABATE
keep you rolling.
Help insure:
You choose if you wear a lid or not
You choose your clothing
Cops can’t pull you over just ‘cause you’re on two wheels
And for an unlimited time only receive:
A $3500 life insurance policy FREE
Now back to the regularly scheduled program.
Gotta lock and load for the LWIF. Rio Grande this year.
Texas not Ohio.
Helmet states: one down three home. (Kinda like a shovel‐
head)
Put new tires on last eve. Couldn’t get em to seat. I have a
spray bottle of gasoline I squirt in along the bead, introduce a
little fire, blink, and tire is set. Ralph Nader must have gotten
control of old ethyl, no boom, hardly a flame, got them to
seat with a ratchet strap.
Must be too cold.
Have a blast
Pete Barnes
Region 14 Director
419‐722‐9941
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) is a "Not for Profit" organization.
Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products are NOT tax deductible as a
charitable contribution.
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In Memory of Tommy Wire, Ride Free, Brother!
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kirkbride
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Crystal Young - Never Stop Dancing!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of George Gantner Sr.
In Memory of Brian Nissley - Until We Ride Again!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

Joyce Kittle
ABATE

Dave Griffin
Foundation

In Memory of Maggie Cheek, Past Region 6 Director
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

9
9
9
9
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Sustaining Life Members
BOWN

BETH

2

Muskingum

6/13/2016

BOWN

JIM

2

Muskingum

6/13/2016

Parker

Bob "Crash"

7

Wood

1/27/2017

Whitman

Cowboy

16

Holmes

1/14/2017

Stock

Kay

7

Wood

2/4/2017

Stock

Mike

7

Wood

2/4/2017

CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE
(See page 37)
Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

or call 419-294-8066

FOR SALE:
0313
Mark Patrick HD Collectible Sculptures,
$100 - $700, approximately 30 available,
Region Zero Area.
Call George 440.293.4575

FOR SALE:
0314
2 – 2006 Fatboy/Soft tail seats. New.
$300 for both or $150 each. R1 area. Call
Kent @ 740-457-7022

2/2017

For Sale: 2000 FLSTS Heritage
Springer. Suede green, lots of extra
chrome and custom parts, leather
fringe on seat and bags, never down,
runs great and looks beautiful. Located in region 7, Swanton. $13,500
firm. Call 419-392-8660 Jack. Please
leave a voice mail if I can't answer
01/2017

FOR SALE: Stock seat for a 1997 Dyna
Low-rider. In great condition. $75
Please call or text Ken at 513-262-0882

www.abate.com

FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.

FOR SALE:
0615
40mm CV Carburetor + air cleaner - fits
HD. R9 area. $200.00. Call Jeff 419.947.9214

FOR SALE:
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!
Marion Area Harley Riders 0216

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0116

Joe & Robin Pickins 0216

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 6

0216

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0216

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0216

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986
0416

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0416

Jim Elgin, In memory of Barb “Penny”
(Elgin) Carpenter 0716

Journeymen M.C. Inc. 0616

www.abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc, Region 6 1016

OutSpokin’
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ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com
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ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon
Country Barrel Restaurant
Foster's Homemade Ice Cream

112 W Mansfield
6179 Cinti-Brookville Rd
30551 Chardon Rd

Bucyrus
Okeana
Willoughby Hills

419-562-1256
513-717-4084
440-944-9210

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES
Classics & Customs Body Shop

807 W Main St

Crestline

419-689-0812

DJ’s Cycles (Repair)
R & L Auto Care, Inc.
Amsoil Products

6310 Columbia Rd, NW
617 Canton Rd NW
jsbowersock@yahoo.com

Dover
Carrolton
Pickaway Cty

330-878-0105
330-627-2005
614-306-2570

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

The Financial Concept Group, LLC
Cleveland Mortgage Service

5211 Mahoning Ave #110
11221 Pearl

Austintown
Strongsville

800-686-4901

PHOTAGRAPHY
Cowtown Photography
Captured by Lydia Photography

740 Sugar
3652 N Amblewood Circle

Westerville
Lima

614-707-1471
419-303-5904

MISCELLANEOUS
Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church
Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC
Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

4819 Parson Ave
1677 Jackson Road
10926 Haddix

Columbus
Columbus
Fairborn

614-491-5262
614-271-8577
937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc
Kaeppner’s Woods
Massages by Maggie
Columbus Rehab & Renovation

2300 National Rd SW
34070 Sutton Road

Hebron
Logan

740-954-8004
740‐385‐3885

870 Oakwood
611 Erikson

Painesville
Whitehall

440-655-3927
614-783-6414

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel
FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS
330‐259‐0744

Stuckey Insurance Services

3915 Broadway

Grove City

614-875-1630

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band
Jim Scott - Wedding Officiant
Hair Quarter's
Realtor Cindy Vannicelli

3190 Nolan Road
1210 Broad St
332 Buckeye Blvd
105 Mound St

Zanesville
Ashland
Port Clinton
Circleville

740-454-4827
419-289-0913
419-732-3302
740-497-1860

Milestone Carriages, LLC

7540 Elida Road

Delphos

419-339-0404

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~
If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com
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www.smileamazon.com
That is where you should be doing your on‐line shopping, with ABATE of Ohio Foundation as the
recipient!
When you shop here, instead of just amazon.com for every dollar spent a donation is made to
ABATE of Ohio Foundation, so if you shop on Amazon, please go to smileamazon.com and select
ABATE of Ohio Foundation as your charity…..
THANK YOU!

www.abate.com
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Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH 43623

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
Single Member Dues $20 if N*, $30 if Y
Couple Member dues $40 if N*, $50 if Y
Printed Newsletter? ____N* / _____Y
N* - get online - ABATE.com
Date ___/____/____ return to State Office in 7 days
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________
Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

