ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Mary K Johnson
330-533-3765
DD-Open
Columbiana County—Open
Mahoning County– Open
Portage/Summit Counties
Trumbull County—Open
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
Adam Trembley
DD Eric Bolyard
Coshocton County
Connie Northrup
Guernsey County
Brenda Foraker
Licking County
Eric Bolyard
Holmes County
Knox County
Muskingum County
Dennis Robbins
Region 03
Dana Frost
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

Open
Open

419-230-4969
419-230-4969
Open
937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-256-2560
Defiance County
Open
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Don Buehrer
419-579-4878
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
Fayette County
Open
Highland County
Open
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B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

Washington County Open
Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6920
Champaign/Clark Counties
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Bill Jenks
937-999-7558
Montgomery County
Scott Plassenthal
937-361-0486
Preble County
Open
Region 07
Ron Sears
419-463-8484
DD– Vivian Adams 419-665-2725
Erie County
Open
‘Huron County
Open
Lucas County
Open
Ottawa County
Open
Sandusky County
Open
Seneca County
Open
Wood County
Open
Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-340-8882
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-946-0911
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681
Region 09
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
DD Cynthia Piper 614-747-0788
Delaware County
Open
Franklin County
Roger Wright
614-286-7676
Madison County
Open
Pickaway County
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Open
Union County
Open
Region 10
Chris Weil
DD-Phil Weber
Hocking County
Fairfield County
Perry County
Vinton County
Morgan County
Noble County

Region 12
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open
Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Jason Smith
Crawford County
Matt Gardner
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Dixie Brown
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes

419-722-9941
740-802-8702
419-971-6767
419-937-4341

Deborah Stephens 419-689-9459
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644

www.abate.com
State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

740-360-0760
614-560-9229
740-504-5287
419-294-8066

Region 16
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
DD–Wayne Snyder 440-774-2566
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
440-774-2566
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman 330-567-3127
Lorain County
Wayne Snyder
440-774-2566
Medina County
Garret Robison
330-278-2714
Richland County

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

614-975-1901
614-273-5313
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 11
Call State office 800-25-BIKER
Athens County
Open
Lawrence County
Open
Gallia County
Open
Jackson County
Open
Meigs County
Open
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February and it is cold outside. Good
time to get busy with the old scoot and
get her ready for the coming riding
season. Your tires are your life, so to
ABATE
speak, so this is the first thing you need
of Ohio, Inc.
to look at, check the tread depth and if
any doubt your tires will get you through
COB Corner
the coming riding season replace them.
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
Next inspect your controls, throttle and
Chairman of the Board
clutch cables operate smoothly? If not
replace the worn cables, now inspect
your brake pads to see how much lining
you have left, if the linings are halfway
gone replace them, at halfway you are
into the softer material and the will wear at a much quicker rate. Brake pads are
much less expensive than a brake rotor and or caliper. Next fluids; check brake fluid
level as worn pads will cause brake fluid level to drop and if the fluid looks cloudy
flush system and refill with a new brake fluid from a sealed container. When was the
last time you changed your transmission oil, in this day of synthetics trany oil has a
long life but it does wear out, 3 years is my benchmark to refresh trany oil. Primary
oil level is very important, as most motorcycles have a wet clutch these days so if you
let her run low, big expense replacing clutch hub and clutch pack, pushrod and throw
out bearing. Last but not least, engine oil and filter, I prefer synthetic engine oil for
my baby because I ride hard and seems every time I roll her out it 100 miles one way,
so I use the best.
I have been through the cycle of Heart Tests and came through with flying
colors, my pump works just fine and no trouble at this time, this is a relief as my
younger brother had some major plumbing done on his heart and there was some
question if it was genetic so I had to run the testing route on my heart.
As of the due date for this article (1/1/17) we have not yet met with our
Legislative Allies to plot our Legislative agenda for the 132nd General Assembly, but in
the next 2 weeks we will be fully engaged and will have much to report in the March
Issue of the Outspokin’.
United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.
Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

STATE BOARD MEMBERS

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

www.abate.com

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org
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It’s a solid start and swap stories with some people we don’t see as much as
we’d like to. Sign up a new member and let’s get our numbers
to the New Year.
back up where they belong and drag them along. And be
The holi‐ ready to contact your legislator when it’s time.
ABATE
days are over and a
I know this all seems like review and it is. But we are
of Ohio, Inc.
whole lotta stuff
a grass roots motorcycle safety, education and rights organiza‐
coming up and
tion and it’s what we do. When talking to the powers that be
Executive Director
in Columbus and around this state I am told that we are one of
already on the
Ed
the best at it. I feel that we are the best at it. I see some big
schedule.
“Enjoying the Ride”
fights coming up. I look forward to standing with you all.
We’ve
Schetter
Finally for this article, we have the Easyriders Bike
got a meeting with
Show coming up in Columbus February 18‐19. Come on out
ODPS and our
friends at Motorcy‐ and volunteer a little time to work the booth. Also get your
flyers together for this year and get them submitted. The
cle Ohio for the yearly kick off meeting later this month. We
have a lat of statistics to look at. With it being 2 years in a row more info we have out the better. And remember, our events
that there has been an increase in motorcycle fatalities both
are competing for an audience with more and more each and
nationally and here in the great state of Ohio, I’m a little wor‐ every year.
ried. We need to start the year off hard reminding people that
Ride Free, Ride Safe.
education and awareness work. They are what pushed our
statistics down year after year until the last 2. Keep an eye on
your brothers and sisters on the road, if we don’t take care of Enjoying the Ride,
ourselves, no one will. Keep an eye out for the distracted and Ed Schetter
amateur drivers that are all over our road ways. We need to
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio
get the crash and fatality statistics down this year. 3 years in a Inc.
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com
row up and the safetycrats will be dug in and calling for our
freedoms.
Then a week later off to ABATE of Michigan’s State
Seminar. We get a lot of great information to be had from
those fine people up North. Look at the way they do things
and see how they address many of the same issues and chal‐
lenges we have here in the Buckeye State. This is usually my
personal rev up for the year. I learn a whole bunch from the
experience level of some of their members.
And speaking of seminars, ours is coming up April 7‐
8 in Akron. I’m sure there is a flyer for it somewhere in this
great publication. I look forward to seeing everyone. This is
our chance to get together learn some things and really set a
direction for this year. Kohlman and the rest of the seminar
committee have been working to cram as much information as
possible into that weekend. And it gives us a chance to visit

www.abate.com
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viewpoint). One good one was HB154 which contained a
"Red Light" component. This will enable a vehicle that encounters a red light that fails to trip as a stop sign and proceed
when safe to do so. HB 115, the Road Guard Bill will have to
ABATE
be re-introduced in the new session. A meeting has been reof Ohio, Inc.
quested with Rep. Landis, by the time this is read, I'll know
where we stand on this issue.
Government Relations
Work is continuing on the planning and implementaDirector
tion of the State Seminar. Please plan on attending this worthwhile event. A flyer is in the Outspokin.
Kolman Fuzy
I would like to echo Barb Tittle"s comments in her
Region report in the January issue of the Outspokin. Please
take the time to make contact with your legislators, in however
way is best for you. At least make them aware of your presHello, All:
ence and interest in what concerns you as a member of
ABATE. I would also encourage and ask anyone to contact me
Well, we are way past the election, by the time this is
at my contact info at the end of this article with any questions,
read, Donald Trump will not be the President-elect, but will be concerns, comments or ideas and issues that you think merit
the President. His choices for his Administrative Offices will consideration.
have a direct impact on all our lives, especially motorcyAlso, taking a page from Safety and Ed guru, Mike
clists. Choices for the head of the EPA and the Transportation Stock, spring is right around the corner, get your bike ready to
Department are going to be crucial for us going forward, hav- ride, and consider sharpening your skills by taking a Motorcying a direct impact on such issues as E-15, Autocycles, smart
cle Ohio Training course. Might just save your ass. And if
car and intelligent roadway technologies and the Road to Zero you know anybody that is riding without an endorsement,
Initiative.
STRONGLY urge them to get endorsed. It is ridiculously easy
As far as the E-15 issue is concerned a technological
and one again may save their ass (or yours).
solution may be in the works, As reported by Bill Bish in his Respectfully submitted,
NCOM Biker Newsbytes article, a hose that would prevent the Kolman Fuzy
storing of fuel in the fueling hose is in the patent process. This legislativedirector@abate.com
hose needs to be patented and make its way into the market614-332-0198
place, but it does seem to be a reasonable solution at least on
the fueling end. Modifying the amount of E-15 in the marketplace would be another critical component to the E-15 situation.
On both the Federal and State levels, new Legislative
sessions have begun. I sincerely hope that with the new year
and sessions, a spirit of putting the needs of the people above
political partisanship will lead to actually FIXING some of
the complex issues facing the Nation. I hope this optimism is
not sandpapered away by business as usual.
Here in Ohio, a flurry of Lame Duck legislation passed
a bunch of bills, some good, some bad (depending on your

Section 14: Qualifications for the State Products Director.

history.
F.) Ability to develop and maintain a list of recommended
product suppliers.
G.) Ability to record, maintain, organize and distribute accu‐
rate product records.
H.) Ability to handle all methods of payment in a responsible
manner.
I.) Ability to safeguard the product inventory against theft,
damage or loss.

The minimum qualifications for the State Products Director
are:
A.) Ability to control, distribute, market and maintain the
state product inventory.
B.) Ability to monitor product sales and inventory at the re‐
gion and county levels.
C.) Ability to legally transport the state product trailer as
needed.
If interested, please contact the state office at
D.) Ability to develop new products.
E.) Ability to recognize proper inventory levels based on sales 1‐800‐25‐BIKER or www.abate.com

www.abate.com
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Hi Friends,

ride SMART. Car drivers are distracted, possibly drunk and
drugged drivers keep getting behind the wheel. We need to
How do you ride more aware than ever.
start a Motorcycle
This year the ABATE of Ohio, Inc. State
ABATE
Safety and Education
Seminar will be held on April 8th. It will be a day of informaof Ohio, Inc.
article on the first day tion, motorcycle legislation information, Motorcycle Ohio
Safety & Education
of January and its cold updates, motorcycle awareness and safety and education. This
Director
outside and you’re
is a great place to get to meet the people that are working hard
going to read it in Feb- to make motorcycling Safe and Free. The seminar is open to
Mike Stock
ruary? It’s tough. I
the public and to all riders.
have lost most of New
May is Motorcycle Awareness Month and
time to let every Motorist know that we are back out on Ohio
Year’s Day due to
getting home at 5am from driving the van (as I call it the
roads. On Saturday May 6, 2017 Abate of Ohio, Inc. will host
drunk bus) all night taking happy people home to keep them
the Motorcycle Awareness Rally and After Rally Party. Every
and everyone else safe. We would pick up at bars and private year we have riders come to Columbus from all around the
parties and deliver someone home within 10 miles of Bowling state to take part in this great ride. It starts at 10am at A.D.
Green. The program is called “Swallow Your Pride and Call
Farrow, Harley Davison, Sunbury. The police close down Rt
for a Ride” and this was our 4th year. Wood County Safe
71 and we head to the Statehouse, park around the square and
stand on the State house steps and read Proclamations from all
Communities puts this on with the help of many businesses
advertising for us with table tents, stickers on pizza boxes and over this great state. And then to the after rally party at Vicposters. There was also a very high police presence and many tory just 2 blocks away. This is a great way to let everyone
stops we saw began with no head lights or no turn signals. The know that we are riding the roads of Ohio.
I’ve said enough so I hope all stay warm
program is also offered on St. Patrick’s Day. We feel we are
and get those bikes repaired and ready for a long and great
making a difference, and this is one example of how you can
get involved in your local community. I feel some people have riding season. Ohio has many great roads to ride and so many
places to visit that I know we will run into you someplace.
a better opinion of bikers because I am involved in this proStay safe
gram.
2016 is over and we did not do very well.
Ride with in your limits
This is due to several factors - very good weather for most of
Mike Stock
the year and more motorcycles on the roads. 2016 was the 2nd
Safety and Education Director
highest in the last 10 years with 4,159 crashes and 195 fatali419-654-5446
ties. Motorcycle Ohio trains us and motorcycle manufacturers
Mikestock419@gmail.com
build better bikes with the best ever brakes, and we still kill
ourselves. In 70% of fatalities the rider was at fault. Some
very important facts from Motorcycle Ohio, June and October
accounted for most of the fatalities, 48% were single unit
crashes, 26% were alcohol related, 70% had the rider at fault,
60% of fatalities happened on the weekend, 62% occurred
between 2-9pm and 37% of the fatalities were from fixed
objects. A fact I look at every year is how many fatalities were
passengers. In 2016, 21 passengers died.
After you read all those facts you say how
can we fix this? Every motorcyclist needs to get some training, every motorcyclist needs to be endorsed and we need to

www.abate.com
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is actively seeking someone to fill the Motorcycle Riders Foundation Rep‐
resentative seat on the State Board. If interested, please call the state office at 1‐800‐25‐
BIKER or www.abate.com.
Section 17: Duties of the Ohio MRF Representative.
The duties of the Ohio MRF Representative shall include but are not limited to:

A.) Performing the responsibilities and duties as specified in the current MRF State Representative
Operations Manual.
B.) Providing a copy of the MRF State Representative Operations Manual and any updates to that
document to the State Office.
C.) All approved expenses will be shared equally by all MRF-recognized SMROs in Ohio.

www.abate.com
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MOTORCYCLES AND PIZZA
Every U.S. presidential transition brings a change in priorities,
forcing market gurus to bet on which sectors of the economy
might benefit from the new administration, but with corporate
analysts admittedly baffled by Donald Trump, prognosticators
are doing some intellectual gymnastics.
Joseph Spak, a Royal Bank of Canada analyst, thinks Donald
Trump’s $1 trillion plan to rebuild American infrastructure will
ultimately provide construction workers with extra cash. And
what do construction workers like to spend money
on? Motorcycles, of course.
THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law
Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in any kind of
accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-ABIKE.com.

.DUMP TRUMP EFFORT IN THE DUMPS
In a last-ditch effort by Democratic strategists and the
Hollywood elite to derail President-Elect Donald J. Trump’s
ascension to the presidency, U.S. Electoral College delegates
have been swamped with requests to ignore their pledge and
“vote your conscience,” but longtime bikers’ rights advocate
Jim Rhoades of ABATE of Michigan, one of that state’s 16
electors, says they’re cries are falling on deaf ears because he’s
obligated to speak for the voters of his state.
Appearing on FOX News network’s "Your World" wearing his
ABATE shirt, Rhoades revealed that he's gotten over sixty
thousand emails, phone calls and basketfuls of form letters
calling on him to vote against Trump, as well as some threats,
but believes fellow electors also feel steadfast about their duty
and will support the will of their states’ voters when they cast
their ballots on Monday, December 19th.
Calling the pressure tactics a “waste of time,” Rhoades told
FOX News host Neil Cavuto in the nationally televised
interview on December 15 that “I’m not intimidated by any of
this stuff,” and added “I’ve been riding Harleys since the
sixties, so I’ve been around a long time, I’m a grass roots
political animal… and I love what Trump says, and he's got me
fired up looking for great things and looking to make America
great again."
In the aftermath of a norm-busting 2016 Presidential
campaign, Trump won 306 Electoral College votes to Hillary
Clinton’s 232, but if 36 “faithless electors” changed their
ballots it would send the election to the U.S. House of
Representatives to be determined, where Republicans hold a
majority. In the past, some electors turned “faithless” in nine
out of the last 17 elections, and a total of 179 times throughout
American history, but no electors have ever changed the
outcome of an election by voting against their party’s
designated candidate.
ANALYSTS ADVISE INVESTORS TO BET ON

www.abate.com

“If the economy is stimulated and construction jobs increase,”
Spak recently predicted that Harley-Davidson Inc. “could see
some better demand.”
According to the Wall Street Journal, another firm advises
investors that pizza-delivery companies that benefited from a
high-drama campaign that kept many diners glued to their
televisions might continue to profit from the drama of a Trump
transition.
FEDS SEEK TO REQUIRE NEW VEHICLES TO TALK TO
EACH OTHER
U.S. auto-safety regulators have proposed new rules requiring
automakers to adopt crash-avoidance technology that allows
all new vehicles to communicate with each other, a move that
could help accelerate the development of self-driving cars.
The requirement of so-called vehicle-to-vehicle connectivity
(“V2V”) on all consumer vehicles within the next five years is
viewed as central to the development of a new age of cars that
can avoid accidents by wirelessly monitoring each other. V2V
technology uses short-range radio communication to allow
vehicles to identify each other's speed, location, direction and
acceleration or braking, within a radius of about 300 meters.
The move marks a concrete step by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration toward its goal of eliminating
roadway deaths within 30 years, and agency officials told USA
Today that vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-infrastructure
technology could eliminate or greatly reduce the seriousness of
up to 80% of crashes that don't involve driver impairment.
NHTSA pledges that the new technology would not divulge
any personal information regarding drivers.
EUROPEANS TO TEST AUTONOMOUS CARS WITH
MOTORCYCLES
Vehicle authorities will cooperate with European
motorcyclists’ organizations to conduct their own test program
with different brands of semi-autonomous cars. “The Dutch
are authorizing further testing to see if these ‘semiautonomous’ cars can operate safely with motorcycles on the
road,” says Oregon A.I.M. (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists)
and COC (Confederation of Clubs) Attorney Sam Hochberg,
who alerted the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
(Continued on Page 15, NCOM Biker Newsbytes )
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proposed park was nearing approval of state grants to begin
required environmental studies until the Federal Highway
Administration delayed it over concerns about the National
Historic Preservation Act, which mandates a review.
RAPID CITY, S.D. – The U.S. Forest Service Black Hills
National Forest Advisory Board is scheduled to meet Jan. 4
for an update on the Black Hills resilient landscape project,
over-snow travel and the nonmotorized working group's activities. Volunteers on these boards can influence projects that
may not seem OHV-related, yet can affect riding areas. This
meeting at the Mystic Ranger District office, 8221 Mount
Rushmore Road, is open to the public and time will be allocated at the middle and end for public comments. For more
information, contact Scott Jacobsen, board coordinator, by
phone at (605) 440-1409 or by email at sjjacobsen@fs.fed.us.
ST. GEORGE, Utah – The U.S. Bureau of Land Management is reviewing its Arizona OHV policies and has scheduled five meetings in January to listen to the community. The
National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council and the
BLM are working together to develop a National Motorized
Recreation Action Plan that will help the BLM develop individual state strategies for providing high quality OHV opportunities. These meetings are intended to allow riders to share
their thoughts on OHV activities on BLM land and how the
BLM can improve the OHV experience. The meetings are
scheduled for 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
State News
·
Jan. 23: Red Lion, 850 S. Bluff St., St. George, Utah
·
Jan. 24: Ramada Kingman, 3100 E. Andy Divine Ave.
CLOVIS, Calif. – Sierra National Forest officials are reKingman, Ariz.
questing public input for the 2018 State Off-Highway MoJan. 25: Quartzite Community Center, 295 Chandler
tor Vehicle Grant funding and proposal submission cycle. ·
As part of the application process, forest officials are requestSt., Quartzite, Ariz.
ing input on ideas from individuals and organizations on what ·
Jan. 26: Sheraton Tucson Hotel & Suites, 5151 E. Grant
they would like to have included in the proposal. Each year,
Road, Tucson, Ariz.
the state makes funding available through the OHV program, ·
Jan. 27: Coffinger Park Rec Center, 175 E. Swilling
which provides financial assistance to those who develop,
Ave., Wickenburg, Ariz.
maintain, operate, support or contribute to the overall manage- YAKIMA, Wash. – The Wagon Wheel OHV Club rement of OHV recreation areas, roads, and trails. Written com- ceived a $19,398 Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative grant
ments may be submitted to: Sierra National Forest, Attn. Jody for its 2017 Patterson Park Trail Project in cooperation with
Nickerson, 1600 Tollhouse Road, Clovis, CA, 93611, or
the Blanco Ranger District of the White River National Forjnickerson@fs.fed.us. Comments must be submitted by the
est. The grant also provides hand tools, chainsaws, safety
close of the business day Jan. 17, 2017.
equipment, and two small dump trailers to use for annual trail
MADERA COUNTY, Calif. – Local officials are continu- clearing and maintenance, and to implement special trail projects. A storage unit will also be purchased through the grant.
ing with plans for a 956-acre off-highway-vehicle park in
O’Neals and have signed a lease with the landowner for $1 a MADISON, Wis. – The state Department of Natural Remonth to keep potential buyers at bay, according to the Sierra sources approved a plan for a former ammunition plant
Star newspaper. The county plans to review the project area
that includes part-time off-highway-vehicle use. The Sauk
for potential effects on Native American sites while staff
Prairie State Recreation Area, once the site of the Badger
members pursue grant funding. Four tribes, including Table
Army Ammunition Plant, covers about 3,900 acres. The state
Mountain and Chukchansi, have historic connections to the
(Continued on Page 17– AMA News and Notes)
Blackhawk Ranch property where the site is located. The
National and Regional News
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The AMA is demanding that the
U.S. Department of Transportation include motorcyclists
in discussing and planning the nation’s policies and regulations for vehicle-to-vehicle communications technology in
new cars. “We certainly recognize and appreciate the potential
for improved safety as vehicles communicate while in operation,” said Wayne Allard, AMA vice president of government
relations. “But we want to ensure that the detection and response sensors and software can detect motorcyclists and
respond appropriately.” The DOT issued a proposed rule in
December that would advance the deployment of connected
vehicle technologies throughout the nation's light-vehicle
fleet. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking would mandate
V2V communication technology on all new light-duty vehicles, enabling new crash-avoidance applications that, once
fully deployed, could prevent hundreds of thousands of
crashes every year by helping vehicles "talk" to each other.
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The National Park Service Centennial Act was signed into law by President Obama on
Dec. 16. The act provides the National Park Service with new
resources that will help it address a $12 billion maintenance
backlog. Among other provisions, the law allows the agency
to use youth conservation corps and volunteers to aid national
park operations.
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THE POWER OF HAVING AN ABATE LAWYER IN YOUR HOUSE
One of the blessings of membership in ABATE is the power to
call up your lawyer and pick his brain on a variety of legal
issues. And it helps when you tell a stubborn insurance ad‐
juster that if they don't treat you right on the property dam‐
age to the family Harley ‐ you are going to call Rod Taylor ‐
your ABATE lawyer. More times than not, that is all it takes.
Not only does ABATE Legal receive calls regarding motorcycle
crashes we get calls for legal help on a variety of issues, for
example, time‐share issues in Mexico, motorcycle ti‐
tles, credit score gigs, employment problems, age discrimina‐
tion, sexual harassment, union contracts, health policy claims
and insurance claim denials to name a few. You name it and
we have tried to help our members get started in the right
direction. While we are motorcycle lawyers specializing in
crash cases (WE HANDLE ALL KINDS OF PERSONAL INJURY
CASES FOR OUR MEMBERS), and we try to get you to lawyers
that practise in other areas that we don't. For example, we
are not patent/trademark lawyers, but we know when it pays
to hire one and when it doesn't. We like to think we have
saved a lot of money for our members.
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF RAISED MEDIANS?
Let us know what you think about raised medians. Are they a
problem? So far no one seems to be looking at this item as a
traffic hazard issue. Tell us about the good, bad and ugly re‐
garding these traffic control devices. We have been getting
feedback through the RoadHazard.org web site and here is an
example.
On Dec 28, 2016, Jerry Taylor wrote: Joliet did not "link" the
raised median removal to motorcycle safety issues or any
other safety issues. I was told they were going to replace the
three raised medians at that intersection with PAINTED medi‐
ans. Again, it seemed to be more of a cost issue as opposed
to a safety issue of any kind.
Again, here is what the City of Joliet officially said: The City
has an intersection improvement project at the intersection of
Essington Road and Caton Farm Road. The project consists
mainly of roadway widening to accommodate new right turn
lanes for both the eastbound and southbound directions.
Although the project has started, it has been temporarily sus‐
pended due to utility conflicts. The medians were removed
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initially to allow for traffic to be 'staged' during construction.
Once the construction commences, the traffic lanes will be
shifted at times to allow for various work zones. The final
plans only include the re‐installation of the raised median on
the east leg. This is to restrict traffic from accessing the Family
Video driveway from the eastbound direction. The other three
legs of the intersection will have a painted median.
It was MY BAD in thinking it was the start of moving away
from raised medians, but I was wrong. Raised medians are
going up all over the place around here and you can see black
marks where car tires have rubbed them and cracks with bro‐
ken concrete where cars or snow plows have hit them.
When I go west on my bike, like to Nevada, the medians seem
to be well lit and the streets a little wider where they ex‐
ist. Hardly any black tire marks at all. Also the front, impact.
zones are beveled so your vehicle can have a chance of RID‐
ING UP on the raised median instead of breaking a wheel and
axles when you hit a non‐beveled median with a car, or worse
yet with your bike.
I have noticed some "after the fact" older raised medians in
our area, with a beveled area ground or cut into them, like
they do for wheelchair access for crossing streets.. But "I
assume" they do that only because of city snow plows were
hitting them?
It just might be a coincidence, but when I talk to a small group
of other bikers about raised medians, someone always says
they know someone who is no longer with us, after hitting a
raised median! I don't know if that is your experience on the
subject or not?
Again, if I am the only one mentioning this subject, no need to
pursue it. It is just another road hazard I try to keep my eyes
on! Thanks for listening. Jerry
TEN THINGS TO THINK ABOUT IF YOU'RE ARRESTED
Information for clients of ABATE Legal Services
What do you do when the men and women in blue show up?
What are your rights and what should happen? We get many
inquiries from parents, neighbors and concerned friends
about their rights and what to expect. The following tips
should help.
1. When am I arrested?
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(Continued from Page 12- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
be a real issue here in the USA in the not-too-distant future.”
In response to a letter motorcyclists' organizations FEMA
(Federation of European Motorcyclists Associations), MAG
NL (Motorcycle Action Group – Netherlands) and KNMV
(Dutch Motorcycle Association) sent to RDW, with regard to
the European type approval of the Tesla by RDW, a meeting
took place recently where the motorcyclists' worries were
addressed. RDW is the Netherlands Vehicle Authority that
issued the European type approval for Tesla.
A driver of a Tesla - and other advanced cars - can leave key
actions to the vehicle itself, while in the opinion of the
motorcyclists' organizations this equipment is not, or not
sufficiently, tested with motorcycles. In the discussion about
the concerns that motorcyclists have with admitting (semi-)
autonomous vehicles on the roads, it soon became clear that
many of the concerns of the motorcyclists' community are
shared by RDW.
RDW proposes - in cooperation with the motorcyclists'
organizations - to conduct their own test program with different
brands of cars with Advanced Driver Assistance
Systems. RDW also believes - as do the riders - that testing
with motorcycles should be part of the test protocol for
European type approval.
Dolf Willigers, General Secretary of FEMA: "We are very
pleased with the outcome of this first meeting with the experts
of RDW. We are going to act together and we will see in the
field tests to which extent the technique takes motorcyclists
into account."

Although the federal EPA bowed to political pressure and
public outcry this past April by removing provisions from
proposed regulations that would have prohibited street-legal
vehicles, including motorcycles, from being modified for
racing, members of both chambers of Congress have
introduced bipartisan legislation to protect the sport of racing
by blocking the EPA from over-regulating the industry and
ensuring that it remains legal to convert street legal motor
vehicles for racing purposes.
Responding to the controversy over the proliferation of E15
fuel, which is not approved for use by any motorcycle
manufacturer and can invalidate warranties, Congress is
considering HR 5108 (the “Food and Fuel Consumer
Protection Act of 2016) “to alleviate the ethanol blend wall
under the renewable fuel program.” Specifically, the bipartisan
bill would cap the ethanol content of fuel at 9.7%, and would
also effect the EPA’s Renewable Volume Obligations under
the Renewable Fuel Standard.
In addition, in January Congress banned the use of federal
funds for controversial Motorcycle-Only Checkpoints as part of
a $305 billion highway bill called the Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act, as well as allocating more than $4
million towards motorcycle safety programs, and going
forward into the next Congress and an all new Administration
bikers must work to protect those advancements we’ve already
made.
ANTI-MASK LAWS USED AGAINST BANDANAS
During the Confederation of Clubs (COC) meeting at the
NCOM Region I Seminar in Irvine, California in November, as
an example of discriminatory profiling, attendees were notified
of motorcyclists in Louisiana who have allegedly been arrested
for wearing bandanas over their faces while riding because
police claim that covering your face in public violates the
state’s anti-mask law against concealing your identity.

NEW YEAR, RENEWED EFFORTS IN D.C.
With the 114th Congress set to adjourn, and a new
congressional session beginning in January, some federal bills
that motorcyclists have been advocating will expire and need to
be reintroduced.
According to Louisiana statute (LSA-R.S. 14:313) – “No
person shall use or wear in any public place of any character
House Resolution 831 was introduced in the U.S. House of
whatsoever, or in any open place in view thereof, a hood or
Representatives on July 13, 2016 to “Promote awareness of
mask, or anything in the nature of either, or any facial disguise
motorcycle profiling and encourage collaboration and
of any kind or description, calculated to conceal or hide the
communication with the motorcycle community and law
identity of the person or to prevent his being readily
enforcement officials to prevent instances of profiling.”
recognized…Whoever violates this Section shall be imprisoned
for not less than six months nor more than three years.”
The National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) is working
with other state and national motorcycle organizations to
It was further noted that many states have similar anti-mask
address profiling legislatively, and with Washington State
laws on the books, so be aware.
enacting the first anti-profiling law in 2011, followed by
Maryland this year, a national motorcycle anti-profiling
“THE TWIN PEAKS AMBUSH”
measure would advance the efforts in every state to prevent
On the fateful day of May 17, 2015, hundreds of motorcyclists
discriminatory enforcement.
and rights activists met in Waco, Texas to discuss current
events and motorcyclist rights issues at a meeting of the Texas
HR 4715 & S 2659, the RPM Act (Recognizing the Protection Confederation of Clubs and Independents (COC&I), and many
of Motorsports Act of 2016), would ensure that the American
subsequently had their lives changed forever. Nine people
tradition of modifying vehicles into dedicated racetrack
competitors is not only continued for today, but will be
(Continued on Page 19-- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
protected for future generations of race fans as well.
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(Continued from Page 14 - Ask Our Lawyer, Taylor
You are arrested (or considered under arrest) when officers
deprive you of your freedom of movement in order to have
you answer for an alleged crime.
2. They want to question me ‐ what are my rights?
Just like in those TV shows, you have the right to remain si‐
lent. If you don't keep silent, anything you say can be used in
court against you. If you start answering questions, you can
stop at any time. You have the right to speak with your lawyer
and have them with you during questioning.
3. The cops won't let me go, but they haven't ar‐
rested me. Can they do that?
An officer can temporarily detain you in order to ask for iden‐
tification and to get an explanation of your presence at a par‐
ticular time. You can be subject to a limited pat‐down search
to ensure that you have no weapons, if the officer believes
you are armed. You have the right not to answer the ques‐
tions, but if you refuse to give any identification, the officer
may have grounds to arrest you. Once this temporary deten‐
tion is over, the officer must either arrest you or let you pro‐
ceed on your way.
4. They want to arrest me, but don't have a war‐
rant. Officers can make an arrest without a warrant if they
witness the offense being committed. They can also make an
arrest if they receive information from a credible person that
they suspect committed a felony and is about to escape.
5. I got hurt when I was arrested. How much force
can they use?
An officer is entitled to use reasonable and necessary force to
overcome resistance. These terms are relative, so the amount
of force they can use depends on the situation.
6. They want to search my house. Do I have to let
them?
Officers may conduct a limited search of the surroundings
without a warrant. If you are in your home, they may seize
contraband, stolen property, or evidence of a crime that is in
plain sight. They may also check the residence for accom‐
plices. If you are in your car, they can search for weapons that
could be used against them. They may not conduct a broader
search without a warrant, unless they reasonably believe that
the vehicle has evidence of crime or contraband.
7. I've been arrested. Now what?
You are going to be taken to the detention facility, where you
will be able to talk to an attorney. They should also tell you
the charge being alleged. You can be required to participate in
a lineup, give a handwriting sample, give a blood or urine sam‐
ple, or perform certain other tasks
8. I want out!
Bail may or may not be set for your case, depending on the
seriousness of the charge. If the charge is relatively minor, you
may be released on your own recognizance. You can also peti‐
tion the court to reduce the amount of bail set.
9. My kid just called from jail. What rights to do they
have?
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Children have the same substantive rights as adults. In addi‐
tion, they have the right to have a parent with them when
being questioned. Also, the procedures in juvenile court are
generally closed to the public.
ROADHAZARD.COM NATIONWIDE
Over the last year we’ve received multiple emails and phone
calls from riders in far‐away states wanting to report road
hazards. Of course, we happily oblige. One of our long term
goals for this project is to expand the coverage nationwide,
but we will need your help to do so. If you are reading this and
are from a state other than Ohio, Indiana or Illinois, and want
to help, call or email us. As the use of RoadHazard.org ex‐
pands, we would like to have “RoadHazard reps” in every
state that can help us get the reports out to the local officials
responsible for road safety.
Ride Safe & Free,
Rod Taylor
ABATE Legal Services
abatelegal.com
All questions from ABATE members are answered confiden‐
tially unless otherwise authorized and only after the matter is
concluded, except when authorization for publication anony‐
mously or otherwise is given for pending matters. Remember,
injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total recovery, and
expenses as approved by client. Elsewhere, you may pay 33
⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE members are
not charged for recovery of damage to your motorcycle, and
have access to a 24‐hour toll‐free telephone number. Call us
at 1‐(800)‐25‐RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: Rod‐
Taylor@abatelegal.com © 2017.
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-X Super Scooter, with more speed and range than its previous
electric scooters. The LRC-X promised a range of 180 miles at
55 mph and 100 miles at 70 mph. To encourage customers to
race their LRC-X at the local IHRA drag strip, ZEV offers a
performance controller package that allows customers to set
their bikes for race mode. MSPR for the new scooter is
$15,950.

plan calls for converting 50 percent of the area’s trails for offroad motorcycles six days per year. AMA Wisconsin State
Chapter Coordinator Bryan Much was instrumental in getting
the single-track trails open to motorcyclists. Much, also
president of the Wisconsin Off-Highway Motorcycle
Association, said riders often have to travel to other states to
ride off road and allowing riding six days a year in Sauk Prairie International News
isn’t too much to ask. “We’re talking about sharing and taking LONDON – Motorcyclists in the United Kingdom are
turns,” he said.
partnering with Highways England and the National Police
Chief’s Council to make practical changes to the nation’s road
Industry News
network for motorcyclist safety. A government white paper
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. – Continental, known primary for titled Realizing the Motorcycling Opportunity: A Motorcycle
its tires, is introducing swarm technology to motorcycling at Safety and Transport Policy Framework identified key factors
the 2017 Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas. The
for making roads more biker-friendly, including road user
company says its eHorizon technology for two-wheelers
awareness, safe infrastructure and education. Some of the
connects bikers, offers a shared platform to motorcyclist
proposed changes are using rider-friendly barriers and road
communities and allows motorcyclists to share route
surfaces, removing unnecessary road signs, promptly cleaning
information. Swarm intelligence continuously supplies the
up of diesel spills, repositioning pillars and using non-slip
digital map in the backend with accurate and up-to-date
manhole covers. The group also will promote safety messages
information. “The stored data is collated in the cloud and made and create awareness about motorcycles and scooters.
available to all motorcyclists,” said Ralf Lenninger, head of
MELBOURNE, Australia – The Environment Protection
Continental’s Intelligent Transportation Systems. “As a result, Authority Victoria is cracking down on owners of
the eHorizon system informs bikers in advance of obstacles
motorcycles with modified exhausts after 12 percent of noisyalong their route, such as construction zones, accidents,
vehicle complaints since January 2014 concerned motorcycles,
slippery conditions, or traffic jams. Having this information can AutoEvolution.com reports. Harley-Davidson owners were
enhance safety, not only for motorcyclists, but also for other
found to be the top culprits. Yamaha, Honda and Kawasaki are
road users.”
the other brands to receive more than 20 notices. The authority
COLUMBUS, Ohio – DN 2.0 LLC has acquired Dealernews issued notices to 465 owners, requiring them to have their bikes
from UBM. The company intends to relaunch the 51-year-old tested and to make any repairs or modifications to make them
power sports media brand with a new mission and new utilities compliant with the Environment Protection Act of 1970 and the
to serve franchised and non-franchised power sports retailers
Environment Protection (Vehicle Emissions) Regulations of
and service shops in the United States and Canada. A new
2013. The law calls for a maximum of 94 decibels for
website is planned for Dealernews to provide business news
motorcycles built before 2005 or since 2005 with a modified
and industry education for power sports retail dealers and
exhaust. “A bike’s specific stationary noise test information
service and performance businesses. DN 2.0 LLC’s founder
must be displayed on the vehicle for motorbikes manufactured
and President is Bob Althoff, principal owner of A.D. Farrow
from March 1, 1988,” said Chris Webb, EPA regulatory
Co. Harley-Davidson in Columbus. Chairman and co-founder is practice and strategy executive director. Motorcycles built
Stan Simpson, past chairman of the AMA and former owner of before March 1, 1988, must come in at 100 decibels or lower.
JRJ Sports Center in Cibolo, Texas.
AMA News
TOKYO – Asian ride-hailing service Grab has secured an
investment from Honda Motor Co. as part of a deal to
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – The AMA has announced the
collaborate on its motorbike-hailing service, in the latest auto
nominees for the 2016 AMA Championship Banquet
industry tie-up of its type. The two companies plan to form a
awards, which recognize individuals and organizations that
partnership to develop the ride-sharing technology and related
excelled in AMA-sanctioned competition and recreational
driver education programs. Grab’s services include taxi and
activity during the year. AMA members helped select the
motorbike-hailing, carpooling, delivery and mobile payments.
winners of the competition categories with their votes,
including the prestigious AMA Athlete of the Year honor.
TOKYO – Honda and Alphabet’s Waymo are in
Award winners will be announced at the 2016 AMA
discussions about integrating Waymo’s self-driving
technology into Honda cars. This technical collaboration
Championship Banquet on Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Hilton
between Honda researchers and Waymo’s self-driving
Downtown Columbus in Columbus, Ohio. Class champions
technology team will allow both companies to learn about the
from national and regional motorcycle and ATV championships
integration of fully self-driving sensors, software and computer also will be honored with No. 1 plates. Second- and third-place
into Honda vehicles. As part of the discussion on technical
finishers will receive awards, as well. The AMA also will
collaboration, Honda could initially provide Waymo with
recognize AMA-chartered clubs and promoters that raised the
vehicles modified to accommodate Waymo’s self-driving
bar for AMA-sanctioned activity in 2016.
technology. These vehicles would join Waymo’s fleet, which is
being tested across four U.S. cities.
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. – ZEV has begun sales of its LRC
(Continued on Page 19 - AMA News and Notes)

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

17

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

18
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(Continued from page 15 - NCOM Biker Bytes)

PICKERINGTON, Ohio – The AMA welcomes the support of GasGas North America, which will provide an AMA
membership along with every new 2017 GasGas enduro or
trials motorcycle purchased in the United States, effective
retroactively to Dec. 1, 2016. GasGas says the program is
designed to help support the AMA's membership efforts and
to get every GasGas owner started off on the right foot as a
member of the largest motorcycle enthusiast membership
association in the country. The membership program is available to those who have purchased a new 2017 GasGas model
since Dec. 1. For GasGas customers who are existing AMA
members, GasGas will cover an additional year of their membership dues. To activate their AMA membership, or to extend an existing membership by one year, new GasGas purchasers should call (800) 262-5646.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – The AMA 2016 AMA Motorcyclists of the Year are U.S. World Trophy Team members
Taylor Robert, Kailub Russell, Thad DuVall and Layne Michael. On Oct. 16, 2016, they won the Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme's International Six Days Enduro, a feat
no team of American motorcyclists had ever before accomplished. The AMA Motorcyclist–or Motorcyclists–of the Year
is the individual or group of individuals who have had the
largest positive impact on motorcycling in the calendar year.
Since 1913, the ISDE has invited the countries of the world to
send their best racers. It is a crown that has until now eluded
American racers. The 2016 ISDE was held Oct. 11-16 in
Navarra, Spain.
*****
AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and
edited by the American Motorcyclist Association. Designed to
inform motorcyclists of rights-related issues and events in the
United States and around the world, AMA News & Notes welcomes your input. Suggestions and editorial contributions can
be sent to AMA Managing Editor Jim Witters at jwitters@amacycle.org.
Sign up and stay informed: AMA News & Notes keeps motorcyclists up-to-date on hot topics, news affecting the motorcycling community and opportunities to communicate with
elected officials. Click here to check the “Sign me up for
News & Notes” box.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to
make a difference on important issues. Click here to see the
most recent AMA Action Alerts, or to sign up and receive
them.

died, another 17 were injured that day after police opened fire
on the gathering. Before the dust settled, 192 people were
arrested, and charged with cookie cutter charges of participation in organized crime and held on $1 million bail
each. Ultimately 106 were indicted on felony charges of
“engaging in organized criminal activity.”
A recent post from Easyriders Scuttlebutt announces that Donald Charles Davis, who runs the popular Aging Rebel biker
news site “has penned this interesting book (titled “The Twin
Peaks Ambush: A True Story About The Press, The Police
And The Last American Outlaws”) including far reaching
interviews with people who were there on the scene, and attempts to make sense of it all, a tall order. He has done a
good service, and we recommend the book to anyone who has
an open mind and a heart. Bikers lives do matter.”
WEIRD NEWS: WITCHDOCTOR SUMMONS BEES TO
STOP MOTORCYCLE THIEF
Local news reports from Mbooni, Makueni in Kenya claim
that a motorcyclist has managed to recover his bike from a
thief after asking the local witchdoctor for help.
The witchdoctor allegedly contacted a large swarm of bees
that had already begun to invade a local market, and sent them
to track down the stolen motorcycle instead.
According to motofire.com, the spell worked, and the thief is
said to have run off ‘for dear life’ as the bees began settling
onto the yoke and tank of the bike, as depicted in photographs
of the scene. The reports then go on to suggest that the bees
“also protected the bike from any further interruption for over
half an hour until the owner could arrive, who then took his
motorcycle home.”
Some say the swarm was merely an act of nature and nothing
supernatural at all, and Assistant Chief Patrick Mwanzia said
that the swarm simply arrived after the queen of the hive got
stuck within the bike’s handlebars. And, in fact, “a similar
incident had happened just days before when another bike was
covered in a swarm for over two hours”… but how does that
explain how the queen bee just happened to get stuck in that
particular stolen bike?
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “MERRY CHRISTMAS!”
~ PEOTUS Donald J. Trump, 45th U.S. President

Readers also may sign up to receive AMA e-newsletters:
AMA Extra includes a summary of AMA news, ATV E-News
includes a summary of ATV-related news and Hall of Fame
Insider focuses on the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. To
subscribe to one or more, click here.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it’s
rewarding. To learn how you can help, visit us online.
Follow the AMA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
americanmotorcyclist, on Twitter @ama_riding and
@ama_rights and on Instagram at @ama_riding.
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Friday Night:
Meet ‘n Greet & Games 4 PAC Fund Fundraiser

Sunday Morning:
See you at breakfast!
Have a safe trip home & see you next year!
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Saturday:
Breakfast Available
All Day Seminar
Awards Banquet Dinner
Silent & Live Auctions

Main Event
April 8, 2017
Doors Open @ 9am
Seminar Starts @ 9:45am

DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel Akron - Fairlawn

3150 W Market St Akron, OH
44333 Deadline for Block
Rooms: March 17, 2017
(330) 869-9000
Deadline Friday,
March 31, 2017

Name: ________________________________________
Name: ———————————————————— Credit Cards accepted, call:
Phone: 800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644
Address: ______________________________________
Pre-Registered MRO Member: $30 each X __ = $______
City: __________________ State: _____ Zip: ________
(with current MRO ID)
Pre-Registered Non-Member: $35 each X __ = $ ______
Phone: _______________________________________
Saturday Dinner Buffet included with Seminar cost.
Checks or Money Orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., State Treasurer,
P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026

614-319-3644

*** Day-of-Seminar Prices are an additional $5 per
person on the above listed rates. ***

Additional Donations Accepted

www.abate.com

800-25-BIKER

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and

as a charitable contribution.20
www.abate.comABATE products are NOT tax deductible
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Congratulations to ABATE’s own Rod Taylor!
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For Immediate Release
December 16, 2016
End of Year Review – Advocacy Accomplishments & Next
Steps
As we edge closer to the end of 2016 and begin to look to‐
wards 2017 and all that we want to achieve on behalf of bik‐
ers’ rights, it’s important to reflect on the successes we’ve
achieved this year. Below is a partial list of some of the victo‐
ries realized in the realm of motorcycle rights nationally in
2016. In addition to these “wins” there is also commentary
about next steps and what we can expect to see in the future
regarding each of these issues
The Enactment of the FAST ACT ‐ Major updates were in‐
cluded in the nation’s highway bill that took effect on January
1 of this year. Not only did the FAST Act address the nation’s
surface transportation issues and specifically address chal‐
lenges facing the U.S. transportation system, including im‐
proving safety, maintaining infrastructure condition, reducing
traffic congestion, improving efficiency and reducing delays in
project delivery, but the law allocated over $4 million dollars
to go towards states programs addressing motorcyclist educa‐
tion, training and safety.
FUTURE ACTIVITY: The FAST Act will be in effect until 2020
and therefore conversations about the next highway bill
won’t pick up speed until 2018. However, President‐Elect
Trump has committed to a multi‐million‐dollar infrastructure
package calling for improvements to roads, bridges and air‐
ports. Undoubtedly, public safety advocates will try and use
this package as a vehicle to insert language surrounding per‐
ceived safety issues potentially affecting bikers.

FUTURE ACTIVITY: Your MRF will remain vigilant to ensure
similar language is included in future iterations of highway
bills. However, many states are now using non‐federal fund‐
ing to continue to conduct these checkpoints. If your organi‐
zation is interested in passing a bill at the state level to end
this practice, the MRF can help prepare you with talking
points and suggested legislative language. In addition, if you
think you have been the victim of a motorcycle checkpoint
paid for by federal dollars, contact the MRF for help in pursu‐
ing a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to ensure
your rights are not being violated
The Reestablishment of The Motorcyclist Advisory Council –
Since 2009, bikers have lacked a formal mechanism to engage
with officials within the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) to discuss motorcycle‐related issues. In 2016, with
the enactment of the FAST Act, there was a provision that
reestablished the Motorcyclist Advisory Council, ensuring
bikers a seat at the table and a ‘direct connect’ to our nation’s
top highway safety officials when it comes to issues like
driverless cars, road barriers and general highway safety is‐
sues and how they impact motorcyclists.
FUTURE ACTIVITY: Though the Council has been directed to
be reestablished, the formalized process for doing so has not
yet been initiated. The FHWA is likely in 2017 to call for volun‐
teers to serve on the Council and conduct its first meeting.
Your MRF will be closely monitoring this process and work
with its SMRO partners to ensure motorcycle rights’ advo‐
cates are included as a part of the Council.

The EPA Rescinds Its Regulation Affecting Racing Bikes and
Racecars – In 2015, the EPA published a rule that would disal‐
low individuals to modify their motorcycles or cars for track
The Prohibition of Federal Funding for Motorcycle Check‐
points – Your MRF and its partners in Washington fought for racing due to concerns over air emissions. After pressure
from industry and Congress, in April of this year the EPA with‐
years to attempt to end this often‐used strategy by law en‐
forcement that was employed to harass and conduct searches drew the section on modified racecars and racing bikes within
the proposed regulation. Though work remains, this was a
of motorcyclists. A section in the highway bill that went into
major victory over this ‘regulation happy’ agency.
effect in January helped to prohibit this practice by stating
clearly that federal funds could not be used to conduct these
checkpoints going forward.
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continued to verbally maintain that it is illegal to make emis‐
sions modifications needed to convert a street‐legal car or
motorcycle into a racecar used solely on the track. Conse‐
quently, any business that makes or supplies these parts or
services to modify the emissions systems is subject to en‐
forcement. As a result, the RPM Act was introduced that
would provide clarity to industry and the racing community
that the Clean Air Act DOES allow cars and motorcycles to be
converted into dedicated race vehicles and that doing so is
not “tampering.” Despite 148 co‐sponsors in the House and
33 co‐sponsors in the Senate, the RPM Act was not taken up
for a vote in 2016. Bikers and the MRF are hopeful that, with a
more industry‐friendly EPA under President‐Elect Trump, this
issue will be swiftly dealt with and passage of the RPM Act will
be realized next year

Conclusion
Despite all we have accomplished together in 2016, next year
is sure to bring its own set of challenges as well as opportuni‐
ties to advance the cause of biker rights. In addition to all of
the commentary above, together we must remain diligent and
steadfast on many, many other issues including the increasing
amount of ethanol‐blended gasoline at the pump and the
effects on our engines, ensuring that fatality statistics are
separated between motorcycles and other classes of vehicles
such as autocycles, advancements in self‐driving cars and
effects on motorcyclists and our seemingly never‐ending up‐
hill battle to force policymakers to focus on education and
crash avoidance instead of “safer” crashing.

Whatever the future brings, your MRF looks forward to main‐
taining its status as the ONLY national motorcycle rights or‐
Introduction of a Federal Bill to Address Motorcycle Profiling ganization dedicated to on‐street riders and its reputation as
– Increasingly, bikers have voiced complaints over incidents
the leading expert when it comes to bikers and the freedom
where they have felt profiled or singled out by law enforce‐
to ride.
ment because of their appearance, apparel, or because they
are simply riding a motorcycle. This unjust and unlawful prac‐ About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership
tice has led to activity at the state level, but in 2016 federal
at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organiza‐
authorities took notice and introduced a bill addressing the
tions as well as motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The
issue and promoting public awareness and urging state law
enforcement officials to condemn the practice in written poli‐ MRF is chiefly concerned with issues at the national and inter‐
national levels that impact the freedom and safety of Ameri‐
cies and training materials. This was a major step in making
can street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a
this issue a national discussion.
national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and
its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its part‐
FUTURE ACTIVITY: The MRF will be working with the 19 co‐
ners to help educate elected officials and policymakers in
sponsors of the bill to quickly get another bill introduced in
the 115th Congress. As with all federal bills, on December 31,
Washington and beyond.
2016 the congressional clock gets “reset” and all pending
All Information contained in this release is copyrighted. Repro‐
legislative proposals expire and therefore must be reintro‐
duction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders Founda‐
duced. Your MRF is committed to getting the bill reintroduced tion. All rights reserved. Ride With The Leaders ™ by joining
in 2017 as well as introducing a companion bill in the Senate. the MRF at
However, we do anticipate obstacles as chatter from law en‐
forcement in some states has already resulted in several Sena‐ http://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/page‐
1654836 or call (202) 546‐0983
tors and Congressman withholding their support. The MRF
will need help from you and our partners to ensure this bill
goes ‘all the way’ in the 115th Congress
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I love words (obviously)...
There are now well over 171,000 words in the English
language according to the Oxford English Dictionary and
that number grows each year. Those words can express
anger, love, hate, grief, excitement, and any other emo‐
tion known to mankind. They can describe beauty, deso‐
lation, science, nature, and everything we can see or
dream of. They communicate solace, explanation, and
on top of everything else... entertainment. And there
would be absolutely no progress on any level if what is
thought or intended couldn’t be communicated to others
clearly.
Words, whether written or spoken, can carry you back
to places you’ve been, can take others there with or
without you, and can take any of us to places that can
only be imagined. Even our imaginations couldn’t func‐
tion very deeply without sorting out what we imagine by
using... you guessed it, words. In short, I’m sure that the
greatest creation that has benefited mankind the most
throughout time on any level has been written and ver‐
bal communication through languages whether with
others, or even internally within our own minds. The act
of thinking itself would be too confusing to be productive
without words because the simplest things would befud‐
dle you. That’s why your dog doesn’t drive a car. In‐
stead he can only stick his head out the window with
that befuddled smile on his face while he grooves on
some kind of “Hell yeah!” as his tongue flaps in the wind.
(I know the feeling because I’ve reacted that way to see‐
ing certain women and it’s embarrassing.)
I was talking to a teenage son of a friend the other day
and was struck by the different way generations use
English and to be frank, how hard it was to understand
what the hell he was saying as if he was speaking in a
foreign language, which would have been fine with me if
I could just understand that language. A while back I
overheard a few young people talking to each other, and
the funny thing about that was in their attempt to sound
“cool” they kept misunderstanding what was being said
and had to repeat or re‐word some things a few times.
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“Texting”, being the shortened version of speech that it
is, tends to abbreviate words to the point that what is
said can certainly be perplexing to anyone who isn’t fa‐
miliar with it. Of course I understand the reason it’s
done... to conserve cost, effort, and time... but I wonder
how much conflict and confusion is the result of impor‐
tant “texts” being misunderstood.
Now, slang is good. We all use it. Slang is colorful and
sometimes necessary to describe something for which
there might not be any readily available words. Bikers
use their own slang words and phrases often, as have
beatniks, hippies, the military, cops, doctors, butchers,
bakers and candlestick makers. Even Shakespeare used
it repeatedly. Slang often simplifies what you’re trying to
say while making it clearer and often more vivid by
“leaning” things a certain way. And wouldn’t it be a real
hassle to have to precisely spell‐out everything in proper
English without it? Listening to anyone saying anything
would put ya to sleep! In fact I’m using way too many
words right now while stating the obvious, so I’ll move
on before ya say, “Screw this!” and turn the page. And
speaking of turning the page...
I just heard that our annual state legislative seminar
will be held on April 7th and 8th this year instead of the
usual late January‐early February. It’s going to be near
Akron (not too far from my home) and a few buddies and
myself are planning on going together. Hope y’all can
make it. It’s much fun and very worthwhile. Anything
bikers do usually turns out to be a blast. Hell, if we de‐
cided to put on a baking contest, it could turn out to be
illegal and X‐rated! LOL! I’m sure for the next few
months there will be a flyer/advertisement in each issue
of this magazine showing the specifics, so look out for
that if you’re interested (and I hope ya are). Now, chang‐
ing lanes again...
I’ve been going to a few “open mike” nights for the
past few months and I wish I woulda started doing this
long ago. There’s at least one in any town that has a few
bars with stages (or sometimes without them) each
week. In my immediate area there are two different
ones and a few more if I drive or ride a few miles further.
Usually there’s no cover charge and you never know
what you’ll be hearing or who you might be playing with.
I think any of those reasons are extremely cool by them‐
selves. Working a serious gig as a paid musician can be a
total pain in the ass sometimes, but this is all for fun and
fun only. The bar either supplies the sound system or
hires someone to supply one while keeping track of eve‐
rything and hosting the evening. So, keep your eyes
open for one near you if you sing, play an instrument, tell
jokes, juggle, yodel, or ya just wanna see and hear some
amateur performers. Some of these people either are or
were in professional bands and do this just for kicks.
You’d be surprised how many absolutely great REAL art‐
ists don’t get paid for it and just wanna share because
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they’re truly into the music. Like my old man used to
say, “Everyone has a song to sing.”
I started doing this one night when riding with a friend
and she suggested we stop at the bar where her daugh‐
ter worked (who, we found, wasn’t even there working
that night). A kick‐ass bluegrass duo (mandolin and gui‐
tar) happened to be running the show for this bar’s open
mike night, and since I always carry a few different keyed
harps (harmonicas) in my saddlebags I asked to sit in
with them. Soon both a banjo and a fiddle player
showed up and it became a foot stompin’ hillbilly explo‐
sion! These things often urge anyone to join in, including
the audience, and they can encompass any kind of music
that you’re into. There are a few in nearby Youngstown
that can be hard‐rock, metal, or anything else you might
be interested in on specified nights (of course they usu‐
ally have larger stages and floors). I haven’t taken a
guitar to one yet because none of mine fit in my bags
LOL, but now that it’s too cold for a bike maybe I will
soon. For now I’m just the “Harp Guy” and I think I pre‐
fer that because I get to play with anyone who wants a
harp added, which seems to be just about everyone
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whether it’s blues, rock, folk, country, or whatever. A
harp can fit in well with anything and can help “support”
any song being played, which helps take a load off other
performers, so that’s always welcomed. On a side note:
A niece of mine heard from someone that I played
“harp” at these often and asked how I carry something
that big around with me. I told her I had a special trailer
designed just for my harp and the little stool I sit on to
play it. LMAO!
Well, like usual I’ve been a bit “wordy” so I guess I’ll
give y’all a break and shut this down. I’ll be talkin’ to ya
next month. Oh and by the way... don’t forget that
“Valentine’s Day” pops up on the 14th of this month.
Make sure ya do something for yer honey (if ya have
one) before you start wondering why she isn’t talking to
you and why she’s making you sleep on the couch next
to your befuddled dog (who doesn’t want you there
either).
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REGION ZERO

Region Director: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Dana Frost for
all information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-230-4969
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Mercer county: Open
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Shelby County: Open
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com

Region Director: Mary K Johnson 330-533-3765
Deputy Director: Open
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County
Coordinators for time and location.
Columbiana: Open
Mahoning & Trumbull: Open
Portage & Summit County: Open
Website: http://regionzero.abate.co

NO REPORT
REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday
every month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American
Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION TWO
Region Director - Adam Trembly
Deputy Director - Eric Bolyard
Region 2 meetings will be held at VFW Post 1058 at
1318 Putnam Ave, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 at 2:00
p.m., always on the first Sunday, except July and
Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
No meeting in December.
Coshocton County: Connie Northrup
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker
Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Eric Bolyard
Muskingum County: Dennis Robbins

NO REPORT
REGION FOUR
Region Director: Ruby Worchuck,
rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of
every month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and
General Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless
otherwise noted. Meetings are held between the four
county areas. Please contact your County
Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
Website: http://region4.abate.com

NO REPORT

Website: http://region2.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION THREE
www.abate.com
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REGION FIVE
Region Director: Tim Kaelin
- 513-561-4745
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties - First
Sunday of the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn,
7837 Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712.
Phone: 513-683-0207
Clinton County Meeting – Second Sunday of month,
11am @ American Legion Post 49, 140 E. Locust St.,
in Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION SIX
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties:
Bill Jenks , 937-999-7558.
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-3372351-Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck
Yeahs in Piqua
Montgomery County: Scott Plassenthal 937-3610486
Preble County, OPEN
Website: www.region6.abate.com

both my bikes, so they will be ready for it. I’ll just have to flip a
coin to see which one I ride! Lol! Thank you all for your time
reading this!
Keep ABATE Strong
Ron "Caretaker" Sears
Region 7 Director

REGION EIGHT
Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
Email: Region8@abate.com
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
Website: www.region8.abate.com

Hello Region 8,
Happy New Year, sorry I missed getting something in last
month to say that on time but too many things going on then
and besides I'm writing this on New Years Eve so I'm on time
for something. The only change to the Region 8 board for
2017 is Larry Vogt will be taking over as our Technology
Officer so we don't miss a beat on keeping our web page and
Facebook pages moving along, thank you Larry for stepping up
and thank everybody else for staying aboard to help keep this
Region moving forward. Thank you Rose for all you've done as
Technology Officer and going above and beyond to make sure
NO REPORT
things got done.
Other things going on in the Region; Event wise the Spring
Fling has been canceled for this year. Product wise, we are
REGION SEVEN
working on bringing back an old CMRO design that has been
Region Director: Ron Sears 419-463-8484
frequently requested and I still see people wearing quite
Deputy Director: Vivian Adams 419-665-2715
often. We have to make a few changes, but they should be
Region meeting: Call Director
ready for you to order any minute now. Things are moving
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
along very well for this year’s Freedom Rally, (check out the
Erie County/Huron County: Open
Freedom Rally on Facebook), plenty to do and great band line
Lucas County: Open
up.
We could still use more sponsors and vendors, contact
Ottawa County: Open
me.
Sandusky County: Open
We are trying to keep everybody as updated the best we
Seneca County: Open
can but the quickest way to get updates is at our meetings.
Wood County: Open
We get a very good attendance lately and have tried to spice
Website: http://region7.abate.com
it up some but still get business taken care of, so, check your
post card for the next time and place.
Hi all, I hope everyone’s Christmas and new yrs
With all the respect in the world; the clock on the floor says
was great! Another yr has come and gone and our voting is
it's time to go, so, good night, Jim Chenote, wherever you may
done for this new yr. Those who have won are, Director: Ron be. Later,
"caretaker" Sears, Co‐Director: Viv Adams, Secretary: Michelle Tim Cordray
"Red" Leddy, Treasure: Jim "bushman" Sprague, SGT at Arms: Region 8 Director
Ron "caretaker" Sears, Safety and Ed: Mike Stock,
Membership: Viv Adams. The rest of the spots are still open
and we are hoping to fill them soon. I’m looking forward to a
great yr this riding season. We have Back in the Saddle run
coming up soon, so I’m praying for great weather and hoping
you all bring a lot of friends this year. I would like to see this
year’s run a BIG run like it used to be!! I’ve been working on
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REGION NINE

REGION ELEVEN

Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Roger Wright 614-286-7676
*New Franklin County meeting location is
Eldorado’s Food and Spirits, 4968 N. High St.,
Columbus. Meeting still at noon, first Sunday of the
month. (
Pickaway ,Madison, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Union
Co’s: Open
Rust never sleeps…same with Freedom
Fightin’ over the winter!
We’re tryin’ to hit the ground runnin’ in 2017. The
World Famous, Original Daytona North Party (started in ’89!)
is set for March 11. Details are being worked out (where?) but
look in next Month’s Outspokin’, the R. 9 website, or
FacegawdawfulBook (Duncan RW) as details develop!! This
year, we’re combining it with a Chili Cook‐off! Yummmmm!!
This is one of our only Fundraisers which directly supports
ABATE, so come out and party for one of the BEST causes!
The Awareness Rally After Party will tentatively be
at Victory’s on High Street again. (This year, no fwikkin’
marathon race, so no detours!!) We’ll make it another good
one! BTW‐ The Awareness Rally symbolizes all of the Progress
we’ve made in “The Fight” over the last Umpteen decades. If
you haven’t been supporting this or going, you should!
2017 brings us a smaller list of Officers. I’m gonna
think of this as “streamlining”‐ lighter & faster! There’s still
room for appointments. If I tap ya on the shoulder for a hand,
please consider helping me & us!
I CAN’T say this enough‐‐‐ 2016 was brutal regarding
crashes, fatalities, and life‐changing injuries. FOR GOD’S SAKE
PEOPLE‐‐‐BE CAREFUL OUT THERE! Go to a parking lot and
practice your tried and true riding skills. Take the Rider Ed.
Course for a refresher‐ I don’t care how long you’ve been
riding‐there’s reminders to be had! The biggest thing you can
do to help yourselves & your Sisters and Brothers stay alive is
to get butt deep into ABATE and our ongoing Legislative and
Safety programs. Be an Involved, Educated, and Informed
Activist!! (Insert plug for Seminar 2017……..HERE !!!)
“We have met the Enemy and they are us!”……Pogo
Later!
Roger Wright
Region 9 Director

INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-3193644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, &
Washington Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/

REGION TWELVE
Region Director: Charles “Jason” Jones - 440-261-1122,
charlesjones577@aol.com
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County
Geauga County
Lake County
Website: www.region12.abate.com
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~

NO REPORT

REGION TEN
Region Director: Chris Weil - 614-975-1901
Deputy Director: Phil Weber 614-273-5313
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble
Counties
Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB
page for information.
(Continued on Page 32, Region News)

NO REPORT
www.abate.com
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(Continued from Page 29, Region News)

REGION FOURTEEN
Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: Jason Smith 740-802-8702
Crawford County - Craig Gubernath 419-563-4861
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-9229
Morrow County - Guy Campo 419-512-4270
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com

think about.
Motorcycle rider’s helmet use below 73 Degrees ‐‐‐‐‐‐ 88%
wore a helmet 12% did not.
Motorcycle rider’s helmet use above 73 Degrees ‐‐‐‐‐‐ 10%
wore a helmet 90% did not.

Proper (by law) turns with signals:
Motorcycle 60% did a proper turn ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 40% did not
4 wheel 35% did a proper turn ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 65% did not
Assured clear distance (by law):
Motorcycle 72% proper distance for MPH ‐‐‐‐‐‐ 28% Tail
Gated
Hello all,
4 wheel 49% proper distance for MPH ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐51% Tail Gated
Should be trudging through the winter right about now.
Proper stopping at signs (by law):
Good time to maintain your ride, better now than along
Motorcycle 45% proper full stop‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 55% rolling stop
the interstate near Omaha. Check those secondary belts for
4 wheel 32% proper full stop ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 68% rolling stop.
stones and wear, they’ll go somewhere between 80k and 8k
Failed to yield right of way (by law):
depending on your luck.
Motorcycle 52% proper yield‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 48% no
Remember, the squeaky wheel gets the grease, too bad
4 wheel 40% proper yield ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 60% no
once they’re squeakin, it’s too late.
Tried starting the year off with a clean schedule… already Proper Lane Change (by law):
Motorcycle 50% yes ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 50% no
got 10 events inked in.
4 wheel 48% yes ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 52% no
I had so much fun last year on Mayberry’s ride last year
Impaired driving (text, talking on phone, eating,
I’m planning on making it back this year.
Bumper sticker of 2016 was a “it ain’t the destination, it’s the reading, and others)
Motorcycle 90% not driving impaired‐‐‐‐‐‐ 10% did
journey” stuck firmly to the rear of a trailer toting a bike
4 wheel 23% Not driving impaired ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 77% did
down the road.
Proper stopping:
16 was a riot, 17 will be also.
Gotta get 9k on Lisa’s before the end of 17, she’ll hit 100k and All wheels stop movement
Failure to yield:
maybe wash it. Have a blast!
On ramps to highway, Side streets entering Main roadway, 3
Pete Barnes
and 4 way stops. Cross Roads, etc.
Region 14 Director
Proper Lane Changes:
419‐722‐9941
Signal then make lane change.
REGION SIXTEEN
Proper turns:
Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Signal, apply breaking, and turn.
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
We are all guilty of something here. We need to practice
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon better driving skills no matter if on two or in four wheels.
East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Spend the next couple of months this year and observe what
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
you and others are doing out there. Then while preparing
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
your ride for the summer take stock in what you saw over the
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
winter months. We all need to come out as better riders be‐
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
fore we can preach from the pulpit to others.
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Happy
and Safe New Year.
Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com
Wayne (Pops) Snyder
I would like to start off by stating Mike Stock’s report on
Region 16 Dep. Director
our numbers are mind numbing. We as a rights organization
who advocate safety need to practice what we preach.
I have worked with a team of twelve (12) people, organ‐
ized in Lorain County, to visually tabulate driver’s behaviors.
The findings we came up with may put some meat on the
bones of our problems.
Back in December of 2015 I set down with friends, business
owners, riders and non riders, we decided to form 6 two per‐
son teams to travel around Lorain County for one year and
record drivers habits.
The findings below are with in a plus or minus 1 percent.
This first entry is just for information use and something to
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‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kerkbride
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Crystal Young - Never Stop Dancing!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of George Gantner Sr.
In Memory of Brian Nissley - Until We Ride Again!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

Joyce Kittle Dave Griffin
ABATE
Foundation

In Memory of Maggie Cheek, Past Region 6 Director
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
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Sustaining Life Members
BAILEY
BEREIT
BISH
BISH
BLAIR
BLAKELY
BOWN
BOWN
BUSS
CRAIG
CRAMER
DOLAN
ELGIN
HARVEY
KRESSER
MICHAUD
MILLS
NOE
NOE
NOE
PANNING
PERKINS
PHILLIPS
SEELINGER
SEELINGER
SELLERS
SLONKOSKY
STOCK
SUTTER
VAN KIRK
WOLFER
WRIGHT

MICHAEL A
ERIC
BILL
DARLENE
RICHARD
DAVE
BETH
JIM *GOOFY*
RALPH
GLENN
TERRY
GREG
JIM
DEAN
SUZANNE
CURTIS
DUANE E
MELISSA
MICHAEL
MICHAEL
TIMOTHY J
KEN
CHARLES
TOM
TOM
GARY N
TIM
MICHAEL
RUDY
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HENRY
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FRANKLIN

CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE
(See page 37)
Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

or call 419-294-8066
01/2017

FOR SALE: Stock seat for a 1997 Dyna
Lowrider. In great condition. $75
Please call or text Ken at 513-262-0882
FOR SALE:
0313
Mark Patrick HD Collectible Sculptures,
$100 - $700, approximately 30 available,
Region Zero Area.
Call George 440.293.4575

www.abate.com

FOR SALE:
0314
2 – 2006 Fatboy/Soft tail seats. New.
$300 for both or $150 each. R1 area. Call
Kent @ 740-457-7022

FOR SALE:
0615
40mm CV Carburetor + air cleaner - fits
HD. R9 area. $200.00. Call Jeff 419.947.9214

FOR SALE:
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.
FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!
Marion Area Harley Riders 0216

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0116

Joe & Robin Pickins 0216

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 6

0216

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0216

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0216

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986
0416

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0416

Jim Elgin, In memory of Barb “Penny”
(Elgin) Carpenter 0716

Journeymen M.C. Inc. 0616

www.abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc, Region 6 1016
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ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com
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ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon
Country Barrel Restaurant
Foster's Homemade Ice Cream

112 W Mansfield
6179 Cinti-Brookville Rd
30551 Chardon Rd

Bucyrus
Okeana
Willoughby Hills

419-562-1256
513-717-4084
440-944-9210

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES
Classics & Customs Body Shop

807 W Main St

Crestline

419-689-0812

DJ’s Cycles (Repair)
R & L Auto Care, Inc.
Amsoil Products

6310 Columbia Rd, NW
617 Canton Rd NW
jsbowersock@yahoo.com

Dover
Carrolton
Pickaway Cty

330-878-0105
330-627-2005
614-306-2570

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

The Financial Concept Group, LLC
Cleveland Mortgage Service

5211 Mahoning Ave #110
11221 Pearl

Austintown
Strongsville

800-686-4901

PHOTAGRAPHY
Cowtown Photography
Captured by Lydia Photography

740 Sugar
3652 N Amblewood Circle

Westerville
Lima

614-707-1471
419-303-5904

MISCELLANEOUS
Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church
Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC
Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

4819 Parson Ave
1677 Jackson Road
10926 Haddix

Columbus
Columbus
Fairborn

614-491-5262
614-271-8577
937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc
Kaeppner’s Woods
Massages by Maggie
Columbus Rehab & Renovation

2300 National Rd SW
34070 Sutton Road

Hebron
Logan

740-954-8004
740‐385‐3885

870 Oakwood
611 Erikson

Painesville
Whitehall

440-655-3927
614-783-6414

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel
FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS
330‐259‐0744

Stuckey Insurance Services

3915 Broadway

Grove City

614-875-1630

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band
Jim Scott - Wedding Officiant
Hair Quarter's
Realtor Cindy Vannicelli

3190 Nolan Road
1210 Broad St
332 Buckeye Blvd
105 Mound St

Zanesville
Ashland
Port Clinton
Circleville

740-454-4827
419-289-0913
419-732-3302
740-497-1860

Milestone Carriages, LLC

7540 Elida Road

Delphos

419-339-0404

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~
If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com
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Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH 43623

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

February 14th
Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
DATE: ____-____-____
__ Single Member Dues $30/year
__ Couple Member Dues $50/year

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________

Printed Newsletter? Yes _____/ No _____
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

