ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Barbara Tittle
330-677-1845
DD-Jamie Hart
330-766-2110
Columbiana County
Sam Sacconi
330-227-9900
Mahoning County
Jeff Beatty
330-647-8420
Portage/Summit Counties
Paul “Shirley” Stokes 330-644-4572
Trumbull County
Jeff Beatty
330-647-8420
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
“Smoke” James
740-819-0645
DD ‘Terry Billy
740-672-3886
Coshocton County Open
Guernsey County
Brenda Foraker
Licking County
Open
Holmes County
Open
Knox County
Open
Muskingum County
Terry Billy
740-872-3686
Region 03
Mark Davis
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

419-235-7581
419-229-0982
Open
937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-256-2560
Defiance County
Open
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Don Buehrer
419-579-4878
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
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Fayette County
Highland County

Open
Open

Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6920
Champaign/Clark Counties
Lawrence Taylor 937-626-6958
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Lawrence Taylor 937-626-6958
Montgomery County Open
Preble County
Open
Region 07
Claude Schindorff
DD– Paul Baskey
Erie County
‘Huron County
Lucas County
Ottawa County
Nate Monday
Sandusky County
Bill “Grease” Willer
Seneca County
Claude Schindorff
Wood County

419-619-2834
567-280-2357
Open
Open
Open
567-219-1269
419-665-2068
419-619-2834
Open

Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-340-8882
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-946-0911
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681
Region 09
Roger Wright
DD Cynthia Piper
Delaware County
Franklin County
Pat Lytle
Madison County
Pickaway County
Jeff Bowersock
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Union County

B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

Athens County
Lawrence County
Gallia County
Jackson County
Meigs County
Washington County

Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 12
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open

Lorain County
Wayne Snyder
Medina County
Garret Robison
Richland County
Deborah Stephens
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman

440-774-2566
330-278-2714
419-689-9459
330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644
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Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Jason Smith
Crawford County
Craig Gubernath
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Guy Campo
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes
Region 16
Cowboy Whitman
DD–Wayne Snyder
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman

419-722-9941
740-802-8702

State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

419-563-4861
419-937-4341
740-360-0760
614-560-9229
419-512-4270
419-294-8066

330-567-3127
440-774-2566
440-774-2566

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

330-567-3127

614-286-7676
614-747-0788
Open
614-296-2857
Open
614-306-2570
Open
Open

Region 10
Chris Weil
DD-Chris Long
Hocking County
Fairfield County
Perry County
Vinton County
Morgan County
Noble County

614-975-1901
614-206-1742
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 11
Call State office

800-25-BIKER

OutSpokin’

See List Above
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Merry Christmas to One And
All!
Do
remember
that a Membership in
ABATE
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. makes a great
of Ohio, Inc.
Christmas Gift.
We have reloaded the ½ of the
COB Corner
Offices on the State Board of Directors
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
with the exception of the Office of
Chairman of the Board
“Chairman of the Board” , this contest is
decided by a mail in ballot by the
General Membership, the only Official
Ballot is printed on the inside back cover
of the December issue of the Outspokin
Magazine. Please let your voice be heard and return your Ballot to the State Office
Postmarked no later than December 31, 2016. A complete list of contest winners for
all other SBOD Offices can be found at abate.com.
I am excited about the Strong Foundation, State Government Relations
Director, Kolman Fuzy is building with our Elected State Legislators and hope to make
major strides for Motorcycle Rights in the upcoming 132nd General Assembly 2017‐
2018. We must be ever vigilant as Motorcycle Fatalities rose during 2016 so we have
to be ready for a knee jerk Mandatory Helmet Law popping up in the near future,
and we want to rework our Road Guard Bill and give it another spin.
I attended the “Toward Zero Deaths” Seminar with Mike Stock and Jim
Sprague October 20, 2016 @ the Ohio State Highway Patrol Academy. The Seminar
was dedicated to Distracted Driving a very in‐depth study including brain scans of
how our perception is affected by Texting and Driving and also many other
distractions motorists fall victim to as they are operating a Motor Vehicle. The
texting part of the study concluded that when you text and drive you compact your
sight line to about 10 inch by four inch box while you are driving, kind of like scraping
a small hole on a frosted windshield when you are running late on a cold winter
morning and you take off driving while you wait for the windshield to completely
defrost, very scary, some people do this constantly. You may ask why, mobile device
manufactures’ do not install a program to disable device when in motion in a motor
vehicle, answer number one of many is, no Legislature is going to pass such an
ordinance because they will not infringe on a citizen’s right to Freedom of the Road.
Go Figure.

www.abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.
Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

STATE BOARD MEMBERS

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org

OutSpokin’

Chairman of the Board: Jim Elgin
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman: Ed Schetter
ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague
Ex Officio Officer: Mike Noe
Executive Director: Ed Schetter
Treasurer: Kim Chafin
Secretary: Cindy Balach
Deputy Directors: A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl
C: Kolman Fuzy - D: Jim Sprague
State Security Dir.: John Shankster
State Products: OPEN
State News Dir.: Lisa Barnes
Government Relations Dir.: Kolman Fuzy
Safety & Ed. Director: Mike Stock
State Events Director: Bill Balach
Technical Director: Tim “TJ” Johnson
Office Staff: Chris Winchester
Ohio MRF Rep: OPEN
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The election
is over and it is the
Christmas Season
again. (I have no
ABATE
idea who won any
of Ohio, Inc.
of the offices; I’m
writing this a week
Executive Director
before the election)
Ed
First I
“Enjoying the Ride”
want to say that I
Schetter
am happy that I can
now watch the
Buckeyes play on
Saturdays and see ads for beer, fast food, munchies and drugs
that have a list of side effects so bad that I’m surprised anyone
would use them instead of political ads (which I have also
found have many negative side effects when watched for too
long.) I should now be able to log on to social media without
seeing a political rant about how bad someone sucks.
Now back to the election. It is over. It is time to
look at each other and say we must agree to disagree at time
and work together to move this Great Country forward. This
goes for States, Counties, Cities, Etc. also. This divisiveness
has to end. It is time to put this negative thinking aside and do
what we know how to do. We are freedom fighters and if we
are going to fight to keep the rights we have and get back
some of those we have lost we need to work with legislators
that are willing to make hard decisions, set aside the wishes of
special interest groups and do what is best for our country,
state and the citizens that live here. We are also going to
need people willing to stand up and tell government, “I am a
tax payer, you work for me and I’m not happy with the job you
are doing. Now get out there and make this country and state
better. That is your job.” Not a bunch of people who will pas‐
sively sit by, letting others fight for their rights, and hope for
the best. This is not a liberal or conservative thing. Not a
political party thing. This is an American and an Ohioan thing.
I look forward to the seating of the next Ohio legisla‐
ture and the opportunity to stand with my brothers and sisters
and make this state an even better place for bikers to ride and

www.abate.com

enjoy. We know how to make change happen and it’s time to
share that knowledge with others and have them join us in
that quest.
Take this special time of year and spend it with
friends and family. These are the times to make memories
that you cannot get back. Thank you for all the time and effort
you put into ABATE; we would not be where we are without
you. Let’s be ready for the New Year.
By the way, I hear an ABATE of Ohio membership
make an excellent Christmas gift (or any other holiday.)
HO, HO, HO!
Enjoying the Ride,
Ed Schetter
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio Inc.
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com

OutSpokin’
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ABATE
of Ohio, Inc.
Government Relations
Director

Kolman Fuzy

Hello, All:
By the time this article will be read, a few historic
events will have transpired. One in the world of baseball, the
other more important event being the Presidential Election. I
trust that more attention was paid to the election, than to the
World Series. Having gotten past all of the political BS, I can
only hope things have settled down and MAYBE some real
accomplishments are on the horizon. At least, we will know
who got elected and re-elected, so we will know who we are
dealing with. Hopefully, all of our allies were re-elected and
we can move forward.
Here in Abate, we are also facing important elections
in December, both on the Statewide, Regional and County
levels. Here again, I urge everyone to participate in the process, and install your future Officers. Also, think about throwing your hat into the ring to cover some areas where there may
not be anyone in the running. Levelheaded leadership will be
the key to this organization's future.
As far as our legislation is concerned, no movement
will have occurred till November 16, when the legislature will
be back in session. After the election, I will be meeting with
Rep. Landis (who I am confident will be re-elected) about the
direction and future of HB115. I will also be checking on HB
154.
On the Federal level support should be given to the
following: HR 21, HR 704, HR5180, HR4715 and HR

Section 14: Qualifications for the State Products Director.

831. All of these are House Resolutions; HR 831 concerns the
topic of Motorcycle Profiling, which is a disturbing trend that
affects all motorcyclists, not just patch holders. The growing
harassment of law abiding riders and the various tactics being
employed is eye opening.
Also, a planning meeting has been held to start planning the State Seminar 2017. A flyer should be in this issue of
the Outspokin. Please keep in mind the silent auction items
will be needed for this event. It will be April 7/8 at the
Doubletree by Hilton Hotel in the Akron/Fairlawn
area. Please circle the dates and plan on attending. More details will be forthcoming as they are fleshed out.
Another disturbing trend being reported is an 8.3%
rise in motorcycle fatalities in 2015, which I am sure will just
be more ammunition for the usual nationwide helmet law
push. As always we will, with the help of the AMA, MRF and
other SMROs, continue to fight against this and all other
threats to our freedoms. Remember...eternal freedom demands
eternal vigilance.
Respectfully submitted,
Kolman
legislativedirector@abate.com
614-332-0198

history.
F.) Ability to develop and maintain a list of recommended
product suppliers.
G.) Ability to record, maintain, organize and distribute accu‐
rate product records.
H.) Ability to handle all methods of payment in a responsible
manner.
I.) Ability to safeguard the product inventory against theft,
damage or loss.

The minimum qualifications for the State Products Director
are:
A.) Ability to control, distribute, market and maintain the
state product inventory.
B.) Ability to monitor product sales and inventory at the re‐
gion and county levels.
C.) Ability to legally transport the state product trailer as
needed.
If interested, please contact the state office at
D.) Ability to develop new products.
E.) Ability to recognize proper inventory levels based on sales 1‐800‐25‐BIKER or www.abate.com

www.abate.com
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Hi Friends,
Here we are
in December but I’m
ABATE
writing this article on
of Ohio, Inc.
November 1st so I will
give you the news thru
Safety & Education
October. In 2015 at
Director
this date we had 3552
Mike Stock
crashes with 152 fatali‐
ties and now in 2016
we have 3753 crashes
with 170 fatalities. With the month of November looking like
we are going to have nice weather, these numbers will be
going up. At this time we are still at 54.3% biker at fault. For
as long as I have been doing this we have never been under
50% and it has been in the 60% a few times. If we could just
slow down and not run off of the curves we could be below
50%. Remember “Ride Within Your Limits”.
Motorcycle Ohio is starting a new curriculum. They
will be teaching Ohio’s own program and it will be taking into
consideration Ohio problems. From what I have seen it looks
very good. If you have not taken the course before now you
need to do this one. Registration will start on January 23rd
2017. If you have never taken a class you will learn something
and you may get a discount on insurance.
Last month I gave you FOMO, Fear Of Missing Out.
It is saying that the phone is more important than driving.
Now I give you the 3‐D’s, “Drunk Driving, Drugged Driving and
Distracted Driving”. We need to work on ways to get these
under control. The new “Drugged Driving” is the hardest to
beat because when people are under the influence of drugs,
they believe they are good drivers. It is also the hardest to
detect. Over the years we have been educated to change our
behavior, then new rules are enacted and they don’t work
because we have no enforcement. So now we are going to let
the cars do the thinking, and that is a whole new story.
We have talked about Road to Zero and Vision Zero
programs, which seek to have zero crashes. I have been fol‐
lowing these very closely. To get these programs to work we
have tried programs like Awareness and Education, new laws
and more enforcement. This has to help but has not been

www.abate.com

enough to make the goal of Zero crashes. Now we are going
to make cars and bikes do our thinking. If this does not work
then maybe we will just start getting rid of the problem and
Motorcycles are a problem. Smart cars are being tested but
not with motorcycles in the equation even leaving out pedes‐
trians and bicycles. We as motorcyclists need to stay on top
of all these programs and be ready to act.
To make all that I have been talking about work in
our favor, everyone needs to join a Motorcycle Rights Organi‐
zation. I would like to see every biker in Ohio be a member of
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. That would make every state Legislator
and Official listen. On the back page of this Magazine is an
application. Remember that you are not required to come to
meetings but you are required to Vote to save our right to
ride. With your membership you get the Outspokin’ Maga‐
zine, in paper or online, and you will get a $3,500 Accidental
Death and Dismemberment Insurance policy. We have a lot
to fight for and we can only do it with numbers, so join now.
Even with the riding season slowing we still have a
lot going on. Cleveland IX center is having some great shows
coming up and Easy rider will be back in Columbus with the
Bike Show. I heard that a parts EXPO is coming to Columbus
also. In April ABATE will be hosting a statewide Legislative
and Safety and Education Seminar ‐ more to be coming. I
would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year
Ride Within your Limits
Mike Stock
Safety and Education Director
419‐654‐5446
Mikestock419@gmail.com

OutSpokin’
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is actively seeking someone to fill the Motorcycle Riders Foundation Rep‐
resentative seat on the State Board. If interested, please call the state office at 1‐800‐25‐
BIKER or www.abate.com.
Section 17: Duties of the Ohio MRF Representative.
The duties of the Ohio MRF Representative shall include but are not limited to:

A.) Performing the responsibilities and duties as specified in the current MRF State Representative
Operations Manual.
B.) Providing a copy of the MRF State Representative Operations Manual and any updates to that
document to the State Office.
C.) All approved expenses will be shared equally by all MRF-recognized SMROs in Ohio.

www.abate.com
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THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law
Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in any kind of
accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-ABIKE.com.
ROAD TO ZERO MOTORCYCLES
For decades, motorcycle rights advocates have
warned the riding community that advances in Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS) and the advent of autonomous
(self-driving) vehicles could signal the end of motorcycles on
public roadways. Indeed, “Vision Zero” has been under
development primarily in Europe to remove human interaction
from the operation of vehicles in public transit, therefore
eliminating human error that results in traffic accidents…and
since motorcycles require human operation they do not fit into
the Vision Zero scenario.
Now, the U.S. Department of Transportation has
unveiled plans for a new initiative called “Road to Zero” in
concert with other federal agencies and the National Safety
Council with the lofty goal of eliminating all traffic-related
fatalities by the year 2030, and although bicyclists and
pedestrians are taken into account, their plan makes no specific
mention of motorcycles.
Citing increases in traffic deaths nationwide,
accounting for more than 35,000 lives lost mostly due to human
error and behaviors such as distracted and drowsy driving and
driving under the influence, Road to Zero will focus on proactive
vehicle safety, advances in automotive technology and
cultivating human behavior.
But the new federal safety initiative, announced
October 5, 2016 completely ignores a significant portion of
America’s road users, as Road to Zero apparently makes no
accommodation for millions of motorcyclists vying to survive in
an increasingly automated traffic mix.

Another traditional feature is also missing: a control
panel. Instead, helmetless riders will wear a visor that acts as a
smart display, although such information would not be needed
all the time because the vehicle is equipped with self-driving
technology and can sense the road ahead and react so that it
theoretically can’t get into accidents.
The futuristic motorcycle is also "zero emissions,"
because BMW said it believes the future of transportation is
electric.
The Vision Vehicle celebrated its world premiere in
Los Angeles on October 11 at the “Iconic Impulses: The BMW
Group Future Experience” exhibition, and the bike was
developed to address mobility issues some three decades down
the road: “A time when mobility is yet more diverse and
interconnected; a time when digitalization takes on a shape
which we today perceive to be surreal; a time when motorcycling
becomes an analogue and at the same time extraordinarily
emotional experience.”
A HELMET THAT CALLS FOR HELP
We’ve previously reported that BMW is planning to
introduce an automatic system to call emergency services
installed on some of its motorcycles next year (an “SOS”
button), but now a Thai innovation is looking to achieve similar
results from a newly-designed helmet.
While still under development, the HELPMET concept
is to automatically call medics only if it’s subjected to impacts
hard enough to result in unconsciousness.
It incorporates the basics of a smartphone, including a
SIM card, GPS, and a connection to the phone network, as well
as impact sensors and a rechargeable battery. The system is
only set off after impacts of 95g or higher, so accidental knocks
or even a light crash shouldn’t have ambulances appearing, but
they will come looking if you’re lying unconscious in a ditch and
they’ll have the precise coordinates to find you.
Another element is that users of the system will be
registered to a website where they can input various personal
details, so not only will the HELPMET call emergency services,
it will also be able to provide information about the rider’s name
and address. It can also warn of allergies or pre-existing
medical issues, the sort of information that could be the
difference between life and death for an unconscious rider.

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY EFFORTS IN NEW MEXICO
Board members from the New Mexico Motorcycle
Rights Organization (NMMRO) recently met with a
representative of the state’s Department of Transportation along
with safety advocates of the bicycling community to discuss the
LOOK FOR ME - WE'RE ALL GOING SOMEWHERE safety
awareness campaign. This campaign is designed to help make
the streets safer for everyone, and while the campaign is geared
toward pedestrian and bicycle safety, the NM DoT did
incorporate pictures of motorcycles in their advertising, which is
FUTURE MOTORCYCLES WON’T REQUIRE HELMETS
displayed on city and school buses.
BMW claims that motorcycles in the future will be so
An important message relayed to roadway users is;
smart, it could eliminate the need for protective gear. To mark
its 100th birthday, BMW recently unveiled a Motorrad Vision Next “Please pay full attention. Don’t talk, text, or use cell phone
100 concept motorcycle so advanced that the German auto and while driving. Remain sober and alert and obey the rules of the
cycle-maker says riders won’t require a helmet because its self- road.” During their meeting, the DoT rep listened to
motorcyclists’ concerns and said they would incorporate more
balancing system keeps the bike upright both in motion and
about motorcycle safety for the year 2017 and will include
even at a standstill.
BMW touted the motorbike's futuristic features, saying NMMRO in future meetings.
In addition, the NMMRO recently sent a list of 20
it would allow for riders of all skill levels to "enjoy the sensation
motorcycle high crash locations to the city of Albuquerque to put
of absolute freedom." Since the Vision Next 100 will liberate
up “Watch Out for Motorcycles” signs in those areas, and the
riders from the need to wear a helmet and protective clothing,
group also teamed up with Santa Fe Harley-Davidson to bring
BMW says the rider can be in touch with his/her surroundings,
which will mean ‘perfect synthesis between human and
machine’.
(Continued on Page 15, NCOM Biker Newsbytes )
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National and Regional News
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The AMA is calling on the U.S.
Department of Transportation to include motorcyclists in
its ambitious plan to eliminate fatalities on the nation’s roadways. The plan, called Road to Zero, is an adaptation of the
Swedish Vision Zero program that forces planners to design
transportation systems with the safety of people as the highest
priority, rather than the movement of vehicles. During its
announcement of Road to Zero, the DOT failed to mention
motorcyclists, even though bicyclists, pedestrians and joggers
were singled out for attention. The AMA sent a letter to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, urging the
inclusion of motorcyclists as part of the coalition or on committees as they are formed. The coalition includes the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the Federal
Highway Administration, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration and the National Safety Council.

expand the 1,551-acre park to 3,100 acres. Planners said they
have a balanced plan to increase recreational opportunities
while protecting sensitive resources and wildlife. Opponents
of the plan threatened to sue to stop the expansion.
GARFIELD COUNTY, Colo. – County commissioners
gave preliminary approval to an ordinance that would allow
off-highway vehicles to use some county roads if the operators are 16 or older and hold a driver’s license or carry liability insurance. County Sheriff Lou Vallario says the OHV
riders could use the roads for recreation, not for daily driving.
Local economic development officials hope the ordinance will
provide a boost for area businesses when OHV riders begin
using county roads to traverse between trails.

FROSTBURG, Md. – The state’s first modern off-roadvehicle trail received approval in October from the state
Board of Public Works. The St. John's Rock Road trail in
Garrett County features single-track hare scramble sections,
WASHINGTON, D.C. – With the development of autono- technical spur trails, internal loops, pull-offs and a rock crawlmous vehicles well underway, the AMA is contacting manu- ing area. The facility also includes a campsite tailored for offfacturers and software developers to ensure this new technol- road vehicles. The estimated cost for the project is $1.4 million. Completion is scheduled for late spring or early summer
ogy considers and accounts for motorcycles. Most recently,
2017. Part of the funding came from the federal Recreational
the AMA wrote a letter to Google’s autonomous vehicle effort, Alphabet Inc., urging the company to ensure that its soft- Trail Program.
ware and sensors recognize motorcycles on the roadway and
trigger immediate and appropriate responses.
LANSING, Mich. – A new bill would put an end to cell
phone-to-ear conversations for drivers. Under the proposed
legislation, sponsored by state Rep. Martin Howrylak (RWASHINGTON, D.C. – Seven governors of Midwest
states have asked the White House and the U.S. EnvironTroy), hands-free phone use would still be permitted. First
mental Protection Agency to lift a restriction on the summer- offenders would face a $250 fine. Subsequent violations
time sale of fuels that contain 15 percent ethanol by volume.
would carry a $500 fine and place one point on the driver’s
An EPA waiver allows E10 fuel to be sold year round. But no record. Texting while driving already is illegal in Michigan.
E15 may be sold between June 1 and Sept. 15 each year, because the blend would exceed the summer limit on how read- FORT ANN, N.Y. – After a five-month effort, AMA memily the fuel will vaporize and pollute the atmosphere. The
ber Jeremy Treadway received approval from the Fort
bipartisan group of governors is seeking a waiver for E15,
Ann, N.Y., Planning Board for a 4,300-foot motocross track
saying that there is no scientific basis for the EPA position on on a 106-acre site that formerly was a golf course. Among the
summertime sales of the fuel. About 300 of the 150,000 fuel
conditions imposed by the board are sound tests for each vehistations nationwide sell E15, but ethanol fuel advocates hope cle operating at the track to ensure a 105 decibel maximum,
to increase that number substantially. The AMA opposes the
an April-to-October season, a limit of 20 motorcycles on the
expanded sale of E15, because the fuel is not approved for use track at one time and adherence to AMA competition rules,
in motorcycles or all-terrain vehicles, and its widespread
which requires the organization to charter with the association
availability would increase the chance of misfueling.
and maintain a sanction for all events. Treadway’s attorney
State News
says he and Treadway suggested some of the stipulations as a
way to help ensure approval for the project.
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Expansion of the Carnegie OffRoad Vehicle Park near Livermore received approval from COLUMBUS, Ohio – Owners of autocycles can drive them
the state Off Highway Motor Vehicle Park Commission in
(Continued on Page 17– AMA News and Notes)
October. The commission voted 7-0 in favor of the plan to
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FIVE REASONS NOT TO HAVE A WILL
ABATE Legal, many times over, has encountered some not
so user‐friendly situations for ABATE families. We spend
countless hours holding meetings and seminars pounding
home to our membership why it is important to purchase
uninsured/underinsured (UM/UIM) motorist coverage, and to
take it a step further, why it is important to make out a will.
Well in the past few months we have tragically lost a couple of
friends who had neither. Our surveys indicate over 75% of
ABATE families do not have wills. (A free service provided by
ABATE Legal to ABATE members)
Make the all important move to change that. The below
are some great reasons to NOT make a will:
1. You think having relatives fight over who gets
your bike would be fun.
2. It doesn’t really matter who raises your kids.
3. You trust the government to determine who
should get your money.
4. Taking care of your funeral expenses is some‐
thing your family should have to do.
5. You enjoy having other people make your per‐
sonal decisions for you.
If you’d rather be in charge of your affairs and make your
own decisions, then you need a will. If you would like to get
the process started, please go to abatelegal.com to get
started. First, select “Will Preparation” from the top of our
page. Next, click on the will type that best fits your needs and
enter the information in the fields provided. After you have
entered all of the requested information, submit the will
questionnaire and you are rolling on down the road!
MOTORCYCLE VS. TRACTOR ‐ WHO WINS?
Q: My girlfriend and I were recently involved in an accident
with a piece of farm equipment that was operating on the
roadway. We were both injured, but I’m not sure if I want to
hire a lawyer at this point. What can I do to protect myself
while I decide what I need to do?

www.abate.com

A: There are a number of things you should do before too
much time goes by. These are normally things that the staff at
ABATE Legal Services will do for you, but if you want to wait
before making that decision, here are the steps to take.
* Don’t give a recorded statement to the insurance company.
* Get the police report. This will name witnesses and will give
the reporting officer’s version of what happened.
* Identify witnesses. Get contact information.
* Take color photos of the accident scene (skid marks, sight
obstructions, “No Passing” signs or stripes, traffic signs, etc.).
Note posted speed limits.
* Take color photos of property damage – of both parties’
damaged property, if you can.
* Take color photos of personal injuries. Do not be shy or
modest.
* Keep a journal (some use a calendar) of medical care: pre‐
scriptions, therapy, X‐rays, doctor visits.
* Include physical symptoms in your journal.
* Keep track of missed work and social opportunities.
* If you are not at fault and received a traffic citation, fight it.
Hire a lawyer if you must.
* If the other party or their insurer will not pay for your dam‐
ages, consider hiring a lawyer to prosecute your claim.
I hope this information is helpful. Feel free to call us at ABATE
Legal Services if you have any questions. I wish you and your
girlfriend a full and speedy recovery.
MY STATE DOES NOT HAVE A MOTORCYCLE LEMON LAW ‐
AM I SCREWED? NOT SINCE MAGNUSON ‐ MOSS ; A FEDERAL
LAW
Q. I purchased a bike in Missouri. The bike has been in the
shop more than I have ridden it. I am still having the same
issues this year and it looks like I will miss more of this riding
season. All I want is what I paid for ‐ a bike that I can ride
safely and enjoy. The dealership folks are nice people, but do
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(Continued from Page 12- NCOM Biker Newsbytes)
awareness to distracted driving with a Bash a Bike event,
wherein folks paid to wield a sledge hammer on a bike with
messages scrawled across it. “With today’s technology it’s
become easier to get distracted with texts, emails, phone calls
and even on-screen maps for directions,” said Annette Torrez,
NMMRA Co-Chair and a member of the National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM) board of directors. “The bashing was a
good way to not only get out frustrations for riders, but it showed
drivers just how susceptible to danger a motorcyclist is when
metal comes in contact with a motorcycle.”
HIT-AND-RUN BILL VETOED BY CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR
In response to an “epidemic” of hit-and-run accidents
in California, citing nearly 79,000 such collisions in 2014,
Assemblyman Eric Linder (R-Corona) introduced AB 2088 “as an
effort to reduce the number of hit-and-runs and bring justice to
the victims by ensuring that offenders face consequences for
their reckless decisions.”
On behalf of such victimized motorcycle riders, ABATE
of California supported the measure, and the legislation to
mandate a six month license suspension or community service
for leaving the scene of an accident causing injury or death,
received strong bipartisan support and overwhelmingly passed
the state Assembly 78-2 and was unanimously voted on in the
Senate 39-0.
But despite strong support from a coalition of law
enforcement and victims’ advocates, Governor Jerry Brown
disagreed with them all, and on September 27, 2016 he returned
Assembly Bill 2088 without his signature along with the following
veto message: “The prescriptive mandates contained in this bill
dealing with one specific plea bargain scenario unnecessarily
constrain judicial discretion,” and added that “each sanction
contemplated by this measure is already available to the court.”
NEW LAW IN FRANCE MANDATES RIDING GLOVES
French law now requires that motorcycle riders wear
gloves, and according to the website motofire.com, “Riders
caught without hand protection will face a fine of $76 and have a
point added to their license.”
France already requires motorcyclists to carry a hi-viz
reflective jacket or vest in case of a roadside emergency, and
wear a helmet that displays “at least 18 square cm of reflective
material,” a violation that carries a $152 fine.
According to the report, France also requires riders to
carry spare bulbs and an alcohol breath-testing kit, a rule widely
ignored since a violation carries no fine.
Of course some riders have taken offense at the
perceived violation of their civil liberties, and the FFMC,
“Fédération Française des Motards en Colère (“French
Federation of Angry Bikers”) has released this statement: “It’s
not that we are against the gloves, the problem is that we’re
forced to wear them under the threat of fines and losing
points. There’s no lives at stake here, and if we don’t wear
gloves then we aren’t threatening other people’s integrity.”
May we have a show of hands on this matter?
GERMANY WANTS TO BAN INTERNAL COMBUSTION
ENGINES
Germany’s top legislative body, the Bundesrat, has
voted to ban all internal combustion engines by the year
2030. According to Der Spiegel news magazine in Hamburg,
the legislation calls on the European Commission to "evaluate
the recent tax and contribution practices of Member States on
their effectiveness in promoting zero-emission mobility,"
effectively asking for a ban on the lower level of tax on diesel
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fuel within the EU.
It also calls on European vehicle manufacturers to
"review the current practices of taxation and dues with regard to
a stimulation of emission-free mobility."
"If the Paris agreement to curb climate-warming
emissions is to be taken seriously, no new combustion engine
cars should be allowed on roads after 2030," said Greens party
lawmaker Oliver Krischer. BMW Motorrad's head of
development Karl Viktor Schaller told Britain’s Motorcycle News
publication, "It may be 10 or 15 years away, but urban traffic will
be electric in the future. Maybe eventually electric vehicles will
reach a range of 200km."
While the resolution is non-binding, it may not come to
fruition, but the statement of intent carries strength, especially
given that German regulations have historically shaped many
EU regulations.
HISTORIC MOTORCYCLES MAY SOON REPOSE AT THE
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Historically significant motorcycles could soon be
documented and have their details preserved for posterity in the
Library of Congress. The National Historic Vehicle Register Act
was introduced on September 22, 2016 by longtime motorcyclist
U.S. Senator Gary Peters (D-MI), and is intended to help
preserve the legacy of American cars and motorcycles and the
vital role they play in American culture and history.
If passed, the Act would authorize the U.S.
Department of Interior to establish a federal register of historic
vehicles to document and preserve records of American
automotive and motorcycle history.
The Historic Vehicle Association has been working
with the Interior Department on the registry proposal since 2013,
and the project would create a permanent archive of significant
historic vehicles within the Library of Congress. The Library of
Congress is the research library that officially serves the United
States Congress and is considered the de facto national library
of the United States.
This method of documenting notable motorcycles in
history was inspired by what's been happening for nearly every
other part of American society. Since the 1930s, the
Department of the Interior has been working to document
historic buildings and other historic sites throughout the United
States. These efforts were bolstered by the National Historic
Preservation Act in 1966, and since then the National Register of
Historic Places has grown to include a multitude of buildings,
landmarks, ships, aircraft, etc.
Although the National Historic Preservation Act made
it possible for automobiles to be included in this database, none
have yet been documented. The National Historic Vehicle
Register will help document historic vehicles as they exist now,
preserving their information for future generations.
There are standards and qualifiers for a motorcycle to
be registered. Vehicles must be connected to a significant
person or event in American history, or have a unique design or
rarity, to be eligible for the register.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "For the saddest epitaph which can be
carved in memory of a vanished liberty is that it was lost
because its possessors failed to stretch forth a saving hand
while yet there was time."
~ Justice George Sutherland (1862-1942), U.S. Supreme Court
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or full refund of your money and attorney fees. So, even
though your state does not have a lemon law, you still have a
not seem to be able to get to the bottom of my bike’s problem powerful, powerful remedy in the Magnuson ‐ Moss Act. Even
for a fix. Missouri does not have a motorcycle lemon law.
where a state has a lemon law for motorcycles, always include
What can I do? Is there a lemon law for motorcycles? How do a claim under the federal act. There you have a double bar‐
I use a lemon law? ABATE member.
reled shotgun. And with the threat of paying your attorney
A. Seventeen states have lemon laws in this country. Motorcy‐ fees, you usually get a resolution. Just say Magnuson ‐ Moss
cles are covered by the lemon law in the following states:
and I will bet you don’t have to call me. The only folks that bad
Arizona, Connecticut, Kansas, Maine (non‐commercial), Mary‐ dealers hate to pay more than their buyers is lawyers.
land, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Nevada (on‐road only), New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio,
Ride Safe & Free,
Oregon, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Texas, Virginia, Washing‐
ton (over 750 cc), West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
Rod Taylor
Each state has a different set of requirements. In general, in
ABATE Legal Services
order to make a claim under a state lemon law, you will have abatelegal.com
to have had a specific number of repair attempts within a
specific amount of time. For example, Ohio’s statute requires All questions from ABATE members are answered confiden‐
that there be 3 unsuccessful repairs of same defect, or 30
tially unless otherwise authorized and only after the matter is
calendar days out of service, or 8 total repairs of any defects, concluded, except when authorization for publication anony‐
or 1 unsuccessful repair of problem likely to cause death or
mously or otherwise is given for pending matters. Remember,
serious bodily injury within shorter of 1 year or 18,000 miles. injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total recovery, and
Other states have similar requirements, but the number of
expenses as approved by client. Elsewhere, you may pay 33
repair attempts, time out of service or aggregate mileage may ⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE members are
be different. You will need to check with your state to see
not charged for recovery of damage to your motorcycle, and
what the requirements are. You can generally get that infor‐
have access to a 24‐hour toll‐free telephone number. Call us
mation from your state’s consumer protection office.
at 1‐(800)‐25‐RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: RodTay‐
All of them provide some measure of remedies and most of
lor@abatelegal.com © 2016.
them vary, with some providing that the thresholds of cover‐
age apply after a down period of the bike. For example most
bike lemon laws use 30 days as a measure, others use 15, 20
or in some states 40 days. In some instances the law requires
you to be the original purchaser. In others you only have to be
within the warranty period. It is fair to say that the lemon laws
vary. When the automobile lemon laws were implemented
quite a few years back, motorcycles were skipped in the proc‐
ess. Now that many motorcycle prices exceed the prices of
cars and trucks, several states have taken a new look at in‐
cluding motorcycles in the lemon law protection group.
But even if you live in a state without a lemon law, you may
have better protection at the federal level. The Magnuson ‐
Moss Warranty Act provides a measure of protection for
those who buy a bad bike. The cool thing about that act is that
there is no specific notice requirement, the bike can be used
(has to be within the warranty period) and there are no mile‐
age restrictions. The purchaser is only required to show that
the defect was not repaired after a reasonable number of
attempts. Most state lemon laws have specific requirements
for attempts at repair and days of lost service ‐ the federal law
does not. If you are successful, you can get a free replacement
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(Continued from Page 13 - AMA News and Notes)
without a motorcycle endorsement under a law (H.B. 429)
went into effect in September. The three‐wheeled vehicles,
such as the Polaris Slingshot, sport side‐by‐side seating,
steering wheels and other car‐like features. Polaris operates a
facility in Wilmington, Ohio. State Rep. Niraj Antani, who
sponsored the bill, said all of the state’s public safety
personnel supported the change.
BLANDING, Utah – The U.S. Bureau of Land Management is
considering six proposals for recreational opportunities in
Recapture Canyon near Blanding, Utah, where protestors
staged an ATV ride in 2015 that landed a county commissioner
in jail. San Juan County officials applied for a right of way for
motorized access nearly 10 years ago. The BLM closed parts of
the canyon to off‐highway vehicles in 2007, citing damage to
cultural artifacts. Local residents objected and said the agency
failed to follow the federally mandated review process. The
BLM environmental assessment will include options for hiking,
mountain biking, horseback riding, camping and off‐highway‐
vehicle use. County officials proposed an 11.7‐mile trail system
for ATV use. And another plan calls for 13.7 miles of mixed‐
used trails.
ST. GEORGE, Utah – Off‐highway recreation will be affected
by a land swap involving the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and the
Long Valley area of Washington County, Utah. As part of the
arrangement, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management would
receive 80 acres within the reserve from developer Bob
Brennan. Brennan would receive 605 acres in Long Valley.
Both parcels are valued at $7.7 million. The Red Cliffs Desert
Reserve is an area set aside as habitat for the threatened
Mojave Desert tortoise. Utah off‐highway riders are concerned
that development on the Long Valley property would impinge
on their opportunities for responsible motorized recreation.
The BLM began a 45‐day protest period when it published a
notice Oct. 7. Those wishing to protest the land exchange
should contact the BLM field office manager at St. George
Field Office, 345 E. Riverside Drive, St. George, Utah. Or submit
a protest by fax to (435) 688‐3252.

TOKYO – Honda Motor Co., Ltd. and Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.
may join to produce scooters for the Japanese market. The
companies began discussions in October toward a business
alliance in the “Class‐1 category” which includes scooters with
a 50cc engine or electric motor. The market for the Class‐1
category in Japan has been shrinking in recent years, and
motorcycle manufacturers are facing challenges, including
compliance with safety standards and emissions regulations,
that will become more stringent. Among the plans for
collaboration are developments of 50cc business scooters,
development of electric motorcycles and jointly producing
50cc scooters as an original equipment manufacturer.
MILWAUKEE, Wis. – The Harley‐Davidson Motor Co. plans to
lay off about 225 salaried workers before the end of 2016.
When making the announcement, the company blamed a
sluggish U.S. motorcycle market as the reason it needs to cut
costs. Seventy contractors also will be affected by the cuts.
MILWAUKEE, Wis. – Harley‐Davidson motorcycles are the
coolest thing made in Wisconsin, according to the Wisconsin
Manufacturers and Commerce business group. The
motorcycles beat finalists Johnsonville Sausage bratwurst and
Fincantieri Marinette Marine's littoral combat ships produced
for the U.S. Navy. The business group received more than 200
nominations for the award. More than 20,000 people voted on
more than 30 products.
International News
TORONTO – The Canadian Motorcycle Hall of Fame has
announced its Induction Class of 2016. In the competitor class
are AMA Motorcycle Hall of Famer Miguel Duhamel, Buddy
Ford Sr., Peter Hurst, Gary McKinnon, Pascal Piccotte and Carl
Vaillancourt. In the contributor category are Leo Bouchard,
Serge Huard and Carlo Paladino. Historical inductees are
contributor Jack Canfield and competitor Bruce Hickey. The
induction ceremony is scheduled for Feb. 25 at the Sheraton
Montreal Airport Hotel in Montreal, Quebec. For more
information, check www.canmoto.ca.

LONDON – The Motorcycle Action Group is protesting a new
tax on non‐compliant motorcycles that is part of the city’s
Ultra Low Emissions Zone. The government plans to charge
SANTA MONICA, Calif – As part of its vision for the company’s those motorcyclists the same daily fee of about $15 that car
next 100 years, BMW Motorrad unveiled a concept
drivers pay. MAG leaders argue that motorcycles and other
motorcycle featuring a zero‐emissions power plant, self‐
powered two‐wheelers are a vital part of London’s plan to
balancing capabilities, a flexible frame, advanced stability
relieve congestion, and adding the daily tax will discourage
systems and a visor with a display that changes with the rider’s motorcycle use. A 2011 Transport for London study showed
head movements. The company says the design and
that trips for all types of motorcycles produce far less carbon
technology will make riding more enjoyable and safer. The
dioxide and nitrogen oxide than cars, when emissions from the
controlling computer would monitor all input, then suggest
same real‐time trips are compared.
changes to the rider or make adjustments itself. The visor
would allow the rider to have a rear view, directions or
information about speed and lean angle. The visor also could
warn the rider of impending collisions.
(Continued on Page 19 - AMA News and Notes)
Industry News
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(Continued from page 17 - AMA News and Notes)
PUNE, India – The Tork company has launched India’s
first electric motorcycle, the T6X. The company claims the
T6X range is 62 miles on a full battery charge, and the cruising speed is 62 mph. The lithium-ion battery pack can be
charged to 80 percent in an hour. The bike is targeted at city
commuters. Tork has set up six charging points in Pune, hoping to reach 100 by December. The electric motorcycles will
sell for about $1,900.

Insider focuses on the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. To
subscribe to one or more, click here.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it’s
rewarding. To learn how you can help, visit us online.
Follow the AMA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
americanmotorcyclist, on Twitter @ama_riding and
@ama_rights and on Instagram at @ama_riding.

HA NAM PROVINCE, Vietnam – Honda Vietnam celebrated its 20 millionth unit of motorcycle production at its
Ha Nam factory. Company officials say the milestone reflects
Honda Vietnam’s significant contribution to the country’s
motorcycle business and demonstrates the company’s commitment to long-term investment in the country. Honda Vietnam began operations in 1996 and produced its first motorcycle in December 1997.
AMA News
ORLANDO, Fla. – The AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame
inducted eight new members and honored existing member
Dick Burleson as a Hall of Fame Legend at the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, presented by
Husqvarna Motorcycles, during the opening day of the
American International Motorcycle Expo in Orlando, Fla., on
Oct.13. Master of ceremonies Perry King and host Laurette
Nicoll presented the compelling stories of the Class of 2016 to
the audience, which included the inductees' families, friends
and fans. The newest Hall of Famers are: motorcycling pioneer Gloria Tramontin-Struck, desert racing champion and
tuner Chris Haines, the late motorcycle designer and engineer
Charles Franklin, race frame builder Jeff Cole, road racing
champion Miguel Duhamel, dirt track racer Ronnie Jones,
desert racing champion Jack Johnson and engine builder and
tuner Dennis Mahan.
*****
AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and
edited by the American Motorcyclist Association. Designed to
inform motorcyclists of rights-related issues and events in the
United States and around the world, AMA News & Notes welcomes your input. Suggestions and editorial contributions can
be sent to AMA Managing Editor Jim Witters at jwitters@amacycle.org.
Sign up and stay informed: AMA News & Notes keeps motorcyclists up-to-date on hot topics, news affecting the motorcycling community and opportunities to communicate with
elected officials. Click here to check the “Sign me up for
News & Notes” box.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to
make a difference on important issues. Click here to see the
most recent AMA Action Alerts, or to sign up and receive
them.
Readers also may sign up to receive AMA e-newsletters:
AMA Extra includes a summary of AMA news, ATV E-News
includes a summary of ATV-related news and Hall of Fame
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Friday Night:
Meet ‘n Greet & Games 4 PAC Fund Fundraiser

Sunday Morning:
See you at breakfast!
Have a safe trip home & see you next year!
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Saturday:
Breakfast Available
All Day Seminar
Awards Banquet Dinner
Silent & Live Auctions

Main Event
April 8, 2017
Doors Open @ 9am
Seminar Starts @ 9:45am

DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel Akron - Fairlawn

3150 W Market St Akron, OH
44333 Deadline for Block
Rooms: March 17, 2017
(330) 869-9000
Deadline Friday,
March 31, 2017

Name: ________________________________________
Name: ———————————————————— Credit Cards accepted, call:
Phone: 800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644
Address: ______________________________________
Pre-Registered MRO Member: $30 each X __ = $______
City: __________________ State: _____ Zip: ________
(with current MRO ID)
Pre-Registered Non-Member: $35 each X __ = $ ______
Phone: _______________________________________
Saturday Dinner Buffet included with Seminar cost.
Checks or Money Orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., State Treasurer,
P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026

614-319-3644

*** Day-of-Seminar Prices are an additional $5 per
person on the above listed rates. ***

Additional Donations Accepted

www.abate.com

800-25-BIKER

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and

as a charitable contribution.20
www.abate.comABATE products are NOT tax deductible
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attributed to motorcycle crashes and those that were not
wearing helmets. For many, the article’s concluding
October 14, 2016
claim could be considered irresponsible journalism
given that they fail to attribute the data to the exact subIndustry-Funded Publication Makes Claims About
Effects of Helmet Law in Michigan; Fails to Connect ject they discuss in the article
the Data to the Claim
Furthermore, halfway through the article, it states,
WASHINGTON, DC – In the recently issued publica- “there was no significant increase in the motorcycle
tion, “Status Report,” a concerning article appeared cit- fatality rate state-wide.” This sentence alone debunks
ing a rise in head injuries in Michigan and attributed this what the research set out to do which was prove that
to the State’s 2012 repeal of its helmet law. Notably, the deaths attributed to motorcycle crashes increased due to
the helmet law repeal. Clearly, the research did not suparticle is part of a publication created by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) which, according to port the author’s hypothesis.
For Immediate Release

their website, is wholly funded by insurance companies

Biased pieces like the one in the September issue of
Status Report frustrate motorcycle experts in the state
The article pointed out that trauma centers in the state
have experienced an increase in head injuries and part- who spend their personal time and livelihoods promotnered with the University of Michigan Injury Center to ing motorcycle safety and awareness programs. Often,
these individuals try to direct the focus to motorcycle
analyze motorcycle crash deaths and head-injury data
crash prevention rather than the concept that IIHS touts;
since the repeal. Its findings suggested a 14% increase
in hospitalized trauma patients with a head injury. How- safer crashing. According to a recently issued press release from ABATE of Michigan, the real concern for
ever, it was unclear in the article that the increase in
head injuries was directly related to motorcycle crashes. riders’ safety is unendorsed motorcyclists and cars vioAnd moreover, that those crashes included drivers who lating motorcyclists’ right of way
were not wearing helmets. This data would have been
Jim Rhodes, Legislative Coordinator for ABATE of
critical to prove the article’s legitimacy. Surprisingly,
Michigan agrees, stating that his objective, “has and
always will be to promote motorcycle safety and car
given the article’s clear and matter of fact headline,
“Head Injuries Rise as Riders Ditch Helmets in Michi- driver awareness programs in Michigan.” In fact, according to Rhodes, the motorcycle rights’ organization
gan,” the author fails to notate anywhere in the piece
in Michigan has helped to pass four separate bills in
that the increase in head injuries in hospitals is directly
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recent years aimed at addressing the issue of uninsured
riders as well as motorcycle safety and awareness. Further, the organization has partnered with public and private schools to reach more than 80,000 new drivers
about motorcycle awareness.
Many motorcycle enthusiasts will argue that it’s the activities like the ones being executed by ABATE of
Michigan that make the real difference in motorcycle
safety and a more accurate reason as to why motorcycle
deaths in the state have not increased despite the repeal
of the helmet law.
About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides
leadership at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’
rights organizations as well as motorcycle clubs and
individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned with
issues at the national and international levels that im-
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pact the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its partners
to help educate elected officials and policymakers in
Washington and beyond
All Information contained in this release is copyrighted.
Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle
Riders Foundation. All rights reserved. Ride With The
Leaders ™ by joining the MRF at http://
motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/page1654836 or call (202) 546-0983
You are receiving this message because you opted in
at http://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/. If
you choose to not receive these alerts moving forward,
please click the unsubscribe button or contact the office
at: mrfoffice@mrf.org
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Merry Christmas everybody!
I went on our region’s 16th annual “Zip It UP” run the
other day. That was on Oct. 9th and I know some of you
will momentarily be thinking, ‘What? This is December!’
due to the publishing time warp thing. Anyway it was a
great run and I had a blast. I’ll be slipping into the Christ‐
mas season mode in a minute, but first I just wanted to
tell ya how nice the weather was, how nice it was to see
old friends (some of whom I haven’t seen in a few years),
and to mention some of what happened on the ride.
Here in Northeast Ohio the leaves are usually more
colorful by the time this yearly run comes around, but at
least they were starting to turn bit in places. In early Fall
only parts of some trees turn all kinds of colors while the
rest of the tree is still a vibrant green, which I guess is a
good thing because if they all just switched colors at
once while I was putting down the road I’d probably
freak‐out and fall off the scoot screaming, “OMG!! I’m
having another one of THOSE!”
But seriously folks, just last week my son Jason re‐
turned to the USA from six months in hot, sandy, and
nasty Qatar. He told me how incredible it is to be sur‐
rounded again by green grass, green trees and all the
other green stuff. This run went thru countryside that
was SO green that his comments couldn’t have been
more appropriate! In October Ohio lawns and trees still
have the green goin’ on, and on that afternoon the bright
sunshine and the VERY blue sky were a perfect match for
it.
Soon out of the gate I was rounding a sharp turn and
accidentally downshifted into first gear instead of sec‐
ond, something most of us have done but we hope no‐
body sees. An old friend named Randy pulled up beside
me at the next light and said. “Would you stop showing
off your astounding motorcycle acrobatics! That was a
great save!” But the fact is my leaving a few feet of rub‐
ber on the road and almost dumping the scoot as the ass
‐end almost caught up with the front‐end is nothing com‐
pared to some of the other not‐so magnificent shit I’ve

www.abate.com

done over the years (and I have the scars to prove it). All
I know is I’ve had this bike for seventeen years now, I’ve
never had to stand it up from being horizontal, and I ain’t
a‐gonna start now!
Regarding that: A friend told me that MC instructional
classes now teach that the proper way to pick up a heavy
bike is to hunker down closely to the scoot facing away
from the bike’s left side (if it’s laying on its left side), grab
the left handlebar with your right hand behind you, grab
the seat or whatever you can firmly get hold of with your
left hand behind you, and lift it mostly with your knees,
legs, and back as you step backwards towards the bike.
Just don’t let it go too far LOL! Reverse all that if it’s
laying on its right side and if that’s the case you should
make sure you put the kick‐stand down first so ya don’t
gotta keep doing that back and forth all day LMAO!
Anyway the Zip It Up Run went great, we had a great
turnout of over ninety bikes, lotsa bucks were earned for
ABATE, nobody was hurt and nobody bitched about any‐
thing (which is always huge when we’re talking about
bikers).
December is also the time when we decide who we’re
going to elect to represent ABATE locally and on the
state level.
It’s a not so funny joke in our region that that depends
on whoever is out of the room going to the bathroom or
getting a beer at one of the yearly nominating or ap‐
pointing meetings. Like most regions, our local admini‐
stration has a few officers who have been plugging away
at it for a very long time and some may be feeling a bit
burnt‐out because some of the “fire” might have left
them. But hopefully the best of them will keep at it and
others will heed the call and carry on. We’re fortunate
to have a few younger folk with the enthusiasm needed
to perhaps turn around our roster and our agenda. In
recent years we’ve had to abandon many of our events
such as our “Regional Pig Roast”, our “Biker Bash” and
our “Daytona Party”, but possibly new events
await....we’ll see. It was once said by an officer, “ABATE
always gives us something to look forward to” and we
should remember what “that something” is always de‐
pends entirely on us. Okay. Now let’s have something
Christmassy!
“Boss” Thompson was known to be a grouchy old fart.
He didn’t get along with his ex‐wife, his kids, his
neighbors, or the patrons of his seedy bar he had named
“The Pit”. In fact if it wasn’t for the three good looking
bar maids he called his “Wenches” he wouldn’t even
have any customers. Those bar maids regularly ripped
him off by not “registering” drinks while pouring too
much liquor for better tips. Though he constantly
bitched about it, he never fired them because he knew
without ‘em he’d go broke.
Every afternoon he’d open up the bar and made sure
one of the “Wenches” showed up to work, then he’d
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settle the register and go back upstairs to his apartment
to watch TV because he didn’t have any friends or any‐
place else to go. Fact is he never went anywhere: His bar
supplies were all delivered (he just about lived on his
greasy bar‐food), and his “Wenches” picked up anything
else he needed. His rusty old car would go for weeks
without even being started.
It was now the holiday season and Boss hated all holi‐
days. His bar profits suffered on those days because: (1.)
Most folks would rather be doing something else with
their families. (2.) His “Wenches” usually had reasons to
call off work and he’d have to scramble to cover them.
(3.) Cops would pay closer attention to people pulling
out of his parking lot. (4.) He was expected to give some
kind of bonus to his “Wenches”. And last but not least,
(5.) Boss was a lonely man and all the fuss about any
holiday seemed to make it worse.....particularly Christ‐
mas. He’d think, ‘Everybody pretending they’re full of
“Christmas Cheer”! All of it is bogus bullshit!’
In fact it was on Christmas Eve one year that Boss did
his usual thing and opened the Pit bitching to himself
about the mess left from the night before. He did his
register, waited for “Lisa the Wench” to show up, then
his phone rang. It was her telling him she couldn’t make
it to work. Before she could even explain why she could‐
n’t, he hung up and dialed “Julie the Wench” who didn’t
answer. Then he called “Tammy the Wench” who
wouldn’t answer either! “Damn!” he cried out loud. “It
looks like I gotta tend bar myself tonight. Damnitdam‐
nitdamnit!”
Suddenly the front door to the empty bar swung open
and an old man in a disheveled and musty looking trench
coat entered. He slowly padded over to the bar, took a
seat, and asked for a beer.
“What kind of beer do you want?”
“Whatever you have on tap. It don’t matter Boss.”
Boss pulled one and set it before the old man before
asking him, “Do I know you?”
“Probably not. You don’t know all your customers do
you?”
“No, I reckon not.”
After a moment of sipping his beer, the old guy wiped
the foam off his lips, paused and asked, “If you could
have whatever you wanted for Christmas, what would it
be?”
“Like whatcha mean? Peace for the world or crap like
that?”
“Like anything. Money, a new car, a hot young
babe....anything you could have.”
After thinking a minute Boss replied, “Youth.”
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“Why? So you could waste it all again? What about all
the hassles the do‐over invites? The decisions that made
you what you are?”
“Things would be different.”
“No they wouldn’t.”
“Well, I didn’t know that would be part of the deal.”
“Even if they were different, you’d just make different
mistakes and dumber decisions. Things would probably
turn out about the same... maybe worse.”
“Well then, I’d like another chance without being
young and dumb, how’s that?” While the old dude took
another sip Boss asked, “Man...who ARE you?”
“I’m the Ghost of Christmas Past, Present, and Future
Boss Thompson. And I’m here to set things right. If you
could start your life over from right now, what would be
different about it?”
“Well, I’d be happier.”
“Then go for it.”
“Yeah? Just like that?”
“Just like that.”
“And all of a sudden I’m supposed to be happier now?”
“Yup.” And then the old man winked, stood, walked
out of the bar without even paying, and he was never
seen again. But something changed in Boss that day. He
became kinder and gentler to everyone. He found
friendship with many. He smiled more. He became a
better person... a happier person everyone was glad to
know.
I know this was silly folks, but when it comes down to
it, maybe it might simply BE a change of perspective.
Just like that. Maybe life isn’t so bad once we let loose
of the built up negative shit. We might just need to reset
our priorities and in doing so, we become to others what
we’ve always thought others should be to us. Just re‐
member that others don’t know what you’re thinking...
your excuses and your explanations for what you say and
do. All they know is what they see and hear. Ya gotta
show them who you are. After all, what our priorities
are determine everything that’s important to us and
shows what is important about us to others, which in
turn affects the way we’re treated by others.
Well, I’m gonna try...for a while anyway. In fact I’m
gonna give Pussy a can of tuna fish for supper tonight
while I apologize for taking her to the vet yesterday in a
saddlebag. Hey! It’s a start!
Merry Christmas everybody, and be careful on New
Year’s Eve.

Bummer
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REGION ZERO

REGION TWO

Region Director: Barbara Tittle 330-677-1845
Deputy Director: Jamie Hart 330-766-2110
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County
Coordinators for time and location.
Columbiana: Sam Sacconi 330-227-9900
Mahoning & Trumbull: Jeff Beatty, 330-647-8420
Portage & Summit County: Paul “Shirley” Stokes
330-644-4572
Website: http://regionzero.abate.co
On October 9 Region
Zero held its final event of the year, our Zip It Up Run. The
weather was on the cool side, “a bit nipply” and our turnout
was not as big as last year, although still over 90 people. Faces
lounge owner, Vonda Vencel, put out quite a bit of great food
and helped out tremendously with labor to set up the TON of
food which she and many of our members
contributed. Everyone seemed to have a good time and we
look forward to a good run next year as well.
As for next year, we will have our elections at the
December 17 Christmas party at Masters Bar & Grill on
Trumbull Avenue in Girard. Nominations are open through the
beginning of that meeting. They are also open at the Regional
meeting on Sunday November 13 at 10 am at Sail Inn in Lake
Milton which will be followed at noon by the date-adjusted
counties meeting at the Sail Inn. All members are encouraged
to attend either or both meetings and make nominations for all
Regional and County offices. Here is your chance to make the
difference you want to see in Region Zero and make your
voice heard to improve the Region. We look forward to seeing
you at the Sail Inn.
Barb Tittle
Region Zero Director

Region Director - Smoke James - 740-819-0645
Deputy Director - Terry Billy - 740-872--3686
Region 2 meetings will be held at VFW Post 1058 at
1318 Putnam Ave, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 at 2:00
p.m., always on the first Sunday, except July and
Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
No meeting in December.
Coshocton County: OPEN
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker
Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Open
Muskingum County: Terry Billy 740-872-3686
Please contact your County Coordinator for more
information and directions.
Website: http://region2.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION THREE
Region Director: Mark Davis 419-235-7581
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Mark Davis for
all information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-229-0928
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com

NO REPORT

REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday
every month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American
Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

NO REPORT
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REGION FOUR
Region Director: Ruby Worchuck, rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of every
month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and General
Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless otherwise
noted. Meetings are held between the four county areas.
Please contact your County Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
Website: http://region4.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION FIVE
Region Director: Tim Kaelin - 513-561-4745
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties - First Sunday of
the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn, 7837 Old 3C
Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712. Phone: 513-6830207
Clinton County Meeting – Second Sunday of month, 11am
@ American Legion Post 49, 140 E. Locust St., in
Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com

wins. The Buckeyes are holding their own.... But the Clown’s
still SUCK!!! Nuff Said.
Rode to Toledo Indian yesterday, had a free T‐Shirt
Certificate to use up. Looked at the new INDIANS 2016‐2017,
doesn't hurt to tease the salesman. Got a Free T‐ Shirt and a
hat since I told the salesman that my dad was a 91 year‐old
Vet!!!He was 6th Wave Artillery on Okinawa.
Got Reg.7 Christmas Party coming up. It will be at
Big Shot's. This year the event will be Dec.17th, a Saturday.
The last few years it was on a Sunday. MY MISTAKE, O,
WELL!!!
I about bought it a couple weekends ago. I was
going to work to make some OT. Was riding the trike down
Through the curvys‐and‐hillys part of South River Road a1/4
mile from Materion when a 4 wheel‐drive Tractor was coming
at me W/ guardrails on both sides...I locked up the Trike and
slide to the side of the road to avoid the impact. There were
inches on either side of my trike. The G.D. tractor didn’t even
SLOW down!!!! He should have had a Blocker with a cell
Phone in Front of him...
I rode the Trike yesterday. 70‐ish, the weather isn't
going to last much longer. Ya'll have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year, ENJOY!!!!
Ride Safe, Ride Free,
Bill "Grease" Willer
Sandusky Co. Coordinator

NO REPORT
REGION SIX
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties:
Bill Jenks , 937-999-7558.
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-337-2351Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck Yeahs in Piqua
Montgomery County: OPEN
Preble County, OPEN
Website: www.region6.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION SEVEN
Region Director: Claude Schindorff 419-619-2834
Deputy Director: Paul Baskey 567-280-2357
Region meeting: Call Director
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
Erie County/Huron County: Open
Lucas County: Open
Ottawa County: Nate Monday, 567-219-1269
Sandusky County: Bill “Grease” Willer, 419-665-2068
Seneca County: Claude Schindorff - 419-619-2834
Wood County: Open
Website: http://region7.abate.com

Reg.7,
Whatchin the World Series, 1‐3, Hoping Cleveland
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REGION EIGHT
Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
Email: Region8@abate.com
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
Website: www.region8.abate.com

Happy Holidays Region 8,
We all have a lot on our plate this time of year so I'll try
and keep this short. Our December meeting is the 4th at the
West End Tavern just off SR 183 behind Wood's Grocery in
Malvern when we hold our elections for the 2017 Region
board and all the other fun and games. Then the next
weekend is our Christmas Party at Vaughan's Pub & Grill
10983 SR 212 in Bolivar with the Moonlyterz and of course
plenty of food (no pun intended). That will also be when we
draw the 10 winners in the Merry Christmas drawing so if you
don't have a ticket or 2 or 3 or more, better show up and get
them then (winner don't need to be present).
2017 starts off with our Region meeting the 8th at Miller's
Tavern 1531 Amherst Rd. NE in Massillon and our booth will
be at the Miller Lite Swap meet in Canton on the 22nd.
Tell Amos Mullett we missed him at the October meeting.
Later,
Tim Cordray
Region 8 Director

Hmm.. if you don't show and participate, you'll have missed
one of your biggest chances to change anything you don't like
about how we do things!
To all of our departing officers, my Thanks to you
for investing your time and efforts to help "The Fight"‐ and to
help me settle in. Some of you are leaving REEEALLY big shoes
to fill, and God knows I appreciate your offers to help break in
your "replacements". Good Luck, enjoy all your new "spare
time", and DON'T YA DARE TURN INTO STRANGERS!!! (Happy
face!)
Hope you're all enjoying this unreal Indian summer
we're having. Just make sure to keep your street smarts and
safe riding habits on full blast.
(Oh yeah‐ it's just a jump to
P.S. ‐ a
the left, a step to the right).................Later!
warm, safe, and Merry Christmas and Groovy New Years to ya
ALL!!!
Roger Wright
Region 9 Director

REGION TEN
Region Director: Chris Weil - 614-975-1901
Deputy Director: Chris Long - 614-206-1742
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble Counties
Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB page for
information.

NO REPORT

REGION NINE
Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Pat Lytle - 614-296-2857
Dep. Coor. — Glen Craig - 614-551-5575
*New Franklin County meeting location is Eldorado’s Food
and Spirits, 4968 N. High St., Columbus. Meeting still at
noon, first Sunday of the month. (January 2017 meeting
moved to second Sunday due to holiday)
Pickaway and Madison Co’s: Jeff Bowersock, 614-306-2570

REGION ELEVEN
INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, & Washington
Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/

Let’s do the Time Warp ‐‐‐or, talk about stuff that
ain't happened yet but will.
I'm gonna wait 'til January to do a big say‐so on our Toy Run
and Auction/Fundraiser. For now I'll just say that I'm sure that
the weather will at least have been bearable and that
EVERYONE'S hard work and support for our Auction to help
Service families at Christmas were a uuuge success!
Back to real time. To all of our Region 9 Members‐‐
at our December 4th meeting we'll be voting for a damn‐near
full slate of Regional and Franklin Co. officers. Everyone
PLEASE come out for this. Between black clouds coming on
the political front and our goals to increase membership and
activate other counties, we need your presence and input.
Furthermore, whether long time member or relative
"newbie", you just might have what it takes to help "drive the
boat" and breathe some new life into an open office. The last
call for nominations and voting are at this mtg., so c'mon out.
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REGION SIXTEEN

(Continued from Page 29, Region News)

REGION TWELVE
Region Director: Charles “Jason” Jones - 440-261-1122,
charlesjones577@aol.com
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County
Lake County
Geauga County
Website: www.region12.abate.com
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~

NO REPORT

Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com

REGION FOURTEEN

NO REPORT

Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: Jason Smith 740-802-8702
Crawford County - Craig Gubernath 419-563-4861
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-9229
Morrow County - Guy Campo 419-512-4270
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com

Hello everybody,
By now all the trees will be bare and everyone is
thinking Christmas
I hope your year went well
I hope the elections went well
Be thinking about lending a hand for our cause by
being an ABATE officer
If you are interested in county, or Regional Director hit me up
December 10th is Region 14’s Christmas party.
We will be joining MAHRA at their clubhouse.
We will be holding Regional elections
I hope to see you all there.
Have a blast
Peter Barnes
Region 14 Director
419‐722‐9941
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Region 9 - The Heart of it All
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
Region 9 - The Heart of it All
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kirkbride
Thank you, Pat Lytle!
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Crystal Young Never Stop Dancing!
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of George Gantner Sr.
Ride Smart! Take someone to a MC training class
In Memory of Brian Nessley - Until We Ride Again
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of All R9 Fallen Riders
In Memory of Scott "Tree" Greentree
To Everybody's Dad
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In support of the Dallas Police and their families
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of Damien Marcinek RIP
Flight 93 Poker Run
HFBD, AH18
A Life Member Means no Dues - Use this for a Day at the Office
In Memory of Hump -- Brillo -- Dancer
Region 9 - The Heart of it All
Support of ALL our Men&Women of ARMED FORCES, THANKS
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
Region 9 - The Heart of it All
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
Look Twice, Save a Life!
Look Twice, Save a Life!
Region 9 - The Heart of it All
R9 30th Annual Toy Run. See You There!
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
Region 9 - The Heart of it All
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

Sustaining Life Members
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CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE
(See page 37)
Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

or call 419-294-8066

FOR SALE:
0313
2009 Rims for FLHX. Jeff @ 330-3400104 R8 area
FOR SALE:
0313
Mark Patrick HD Collectible Sculptures,
$100 - $700, approximately 30 available,
Region Zero Area.
Call George 440.293.4575

www.abate.com

FOR SALE:
0314
2 – 2006 Fatboy/Soft tail seats. New.
$300 for both or $150 each. R1 area. Call
Kent @ 740-457-7022

FOR SALE:
0615
40mm CV Carburetor + air cleaner - fits
HD. R9 area. $200.00. Call Jeff 419.947.9214

FOR SALE:
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.
FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!
Marion Area Harley Riders 0216

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0116

Joe & Robin Pickins 0216

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 6

0216

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0216

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0216

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986
0416

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0416

Jim Elgin, In memory of Barb “Penny”
(Elgin) Carpenter 0716

Journeymen M.C. Inc. 0616

www.abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc, Region 6 1016
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ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com
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ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon
Country Barrel Restaurant

112 W Mansfield
6179 Cinti-Brookville Rd

Bucyrus
Okeana

419-562-1256
513-717-4084

Foster's Homemade Ice Cream

30551 Chardon Rd

Willoughby Hills

440-944-9210

Classics & Customs Body Shop

807 W Main St

Crestline

419-689-0812

DJ’s Cycles (Repair)

6310 Columbia Rd, NW

Dover

330-878-0105

R & L Auto Care, Inc.

617 Canton Rd NW

Carrolton

330-627-2005

Amsoil Products

jsbowersock@yahoo.com

Pickaway Cty

614-306-2570

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel

FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS
The Financial Concept Group, LLC

5211 Mahoning Ave #110

Austintown

330‐259‐0744

Cleveland Mortgage Service

11221 Pearl

Strongsville

800-686-4901

PHOTAGRAPHY
Cowtown Photography

740 Sugar

Westerville

614-707-1471

Captured by Lydia Photography

3652 N Amblewood Circle

Lima

419-303-5904

Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church

4819 Parson Ave

Columbus

614-491-5262

Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC

1677 Jackson Road

Columbus

614-271-8577

Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

10926 Haddix

Fairborn

937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc

2300 National Rd SW

Hebron

740-954-8004

Kaeppner’s Woods

34070 Sutton Road

Logan

740‐385‐3885

MISCELLANEOUS

Massages by Maggie

870 Oakwood

Painesville

440-655-3927

Columbus Rehab & Renovation

611 Erikson

Whitehall

614-783-6414

Stuckey Insurance Services

3915 Broadway

Grove City

614-875-1630

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band

3190 Nolan Road

Zanesville

740-454-4827

Jim Scott - Wedding Officiant

1210 Broad St

Ashland

419-289-0913

Hair Quarter's

332 Buckeye Blvd

Port Clinton

419-732-3302

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~
If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com
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There is one State Board of Directors position in ABATE of Ohio that is directly voted on by the membership. This
position has a two-year term, with elections held in December of even numbered years. All nominated candidates
for Chairman of the Board must submit a Statement of Qualifications for the membership to review prior to voting. The statement of qualifications for the current Chairman, Jim Elgin, is provided below. Please vote for Chairman using page 39 of your OutSpokin’. The printed mailing label with your member information on it serves as your
proof of eligibility to vote.

To All Members of ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Incumbent and Candidate: Jim Elgin, Statement of Qualifications:

My name is Jim “Snafu” Elgin, and I am currently serving my 5th term as Chairman of the Board for ABATE of
Ohio, Inc. I would like to be considered for election to a 6th term as Chairman of the Board. Under my stewardship
we have navigated some very tough times and have come out the better for it.
I am excited about the upcoming Legislative session in the Ohio Statehouse, working with Kolman Fuzy our
new State Government Relations Director who has worked hard to maintain a good working relationship with all
friends in the Ohio Legislature and we are ready to hit the ground running.
We have harvested many friendships in both Houses and on both sides of the isle. Over the years, we have
built a cohesive team all over the State of Ohio. I believe I work well with all members of the State Board of Direc‐
tors as well as being available to our General Membership on a daily basis.
Please, Vote For Me!
United We Stand!
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin

Official Ballot: Chairman of the Board

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Ballot for Chairman of the Board
Term from January 2017 through December 2018*

Ballot must be returned to the State Office postmarked by December 31, 2016*
Please vote for one candidate for Chairman of the Board. Each member has one vote. If you have a couple’s membership, each member has one vote (Member A and Member B). Indicate your vote on this page, tear out the
entire page from this newsletter and mail it to the State Office (must be postmarked no later than December
31, 2016). Your address label on the back cover must be visible for your vote to count. Photocopies or faxes
are unacceptable. The state office address is provided below and on the back cover of the OutSpokin’.

ABATE Member A (Choose 1)
Jim Elgin - (Incumbent)
____________________________
(Write-In Candidate)

l to:
i
a
M

ABATE of Ohio Inc.
COB Election Ballot
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

ABATE Member B (Choose 1)
Jim Elgin - (Incumbent)
____________________________
(Write-In Candidate)

If you have elected to receive the electronic
version of the OutSpokin’, a ballot postcard
will be mailed to you on December 1, 2016.

Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH 43623

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
DATE: ____-____-____
__ Single Member Dues $30/year
__ Couple Member Dues $50/year

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________

Printed Newsletter? Yes _____/ No _____
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

