ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Barbara Tittle
330-677-1845
DD-Jamie Hart
330-766-2110
Columbiana County Open
Mahoning County
Jeff Beatty
330-647-8420
Portage/Summit Counties Open
Stark County
Open
Trumbull County
Jeff Beatty
330-647-8420
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
“Smoke” James
740-819-0645
DD ‘Terry Billy
740-672-3886
Coshocton County Open
Guernsey County
Brenda Foraker
Licking County
Open
Holmes County
Open
Knox County
Open
Muskingum County
Terry Billy
740-872-3686
Region 03
Mark Davis
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

419-235-7581
419-229-0982
Open
937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-256-2560
Defiance County
Open
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Don Buehrer
419-579-4878
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
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Fayette County
Highland County

Open
Open

Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6920
Champaign/Clark Counties
Lawrence Taylor 937-626-6958
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Lawrence Taylor 937-626-6958
Montgomery County Open
Preble County
Open
Region 07
Claude Schindorff
DD– Paul Baskey
Erie County
‘Huron County
Lucas County
Ottawa County
Nate Monday
Sandusky County
Bill “Grease” Willer
Seneca County
Claude Schindorff
Wood County

419-619-2834
567-280-2357
Open
Open
Open
567-219-1269
419-665-2068
419-619-2834
Open

Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-340-8882
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-945-8013
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681
Region 09
Roger Wright
DD Cynthia Piper
Delaware County
Franklin County
Pat Lytle
Madison County
Pickaway County
Jeff Bowersock
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Union County

B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

Athens County
Lawrence County
Gallia County
Jackson County
Meigs County
Washington County

Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 12
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open

Lorain County
Wayne Snyder
Medina County
Garret Robison
Richland County
Deborah Stephens
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman

440-774-2566
330-278-2714
419-689-9459
330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644

www.abate.com
Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Jason Smith
Crawford County
Craig Gubernath
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Guy Campo
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes
Region 16
Cowboy Whitman
DD–Wayne Snyder
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman

419-722-9941
740-802-8702

State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

419-563-4861
419-937-4341
740-360-0760
614-560-9229
419-512-4270
419-294-8066

330-567-3127
440-774-2566
440-774-2566

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

330-567-3127

614-286-7676
614-747-0788
Open
614-296-2857
Open
614-306-2570
Open
Open

Region 10
Chris Weil
DD-Chris Long
Hocking County
Fairfield County
Perry County
Vinton County
Morgan County
Noble County

614-975-1901
614-206-1742
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 11
Call State office

800-25-BIKER
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3

State Officer Reports:
COB Corner, Jim Elgin
Executive Director, Ed Schetter
Government Relations, Scott 'Woody' Wood
Safety & Ed Director, Mike Stock

5
6
7
8

Featured Articles:
MRF Reports, Robin Pickens
NCOM Biker News Bytes
AMA News
Ask Our Lawyer‐Rod Taylor
Shootin' the Breeze, Bummer

9
12
13
14
24

Flyers:
2016 June Jam + Pre‐registration
Event Flyers
May 2016
2016 Raffle Bike
2016 Blessing of the Bikes pg1
2016 Blessing of the Bikes pg2
Event Flyers
May and July 2016
2016 June Jam Info + volunteers needed!

11
18
19
20
21
22
33

Advertisers/Services
ABATE of Ohio Legal Services

www.abate.com

2

Advertisers/Services (Con't.)
Rider Insurance
Business Card Ads

10
26

Geico Insurance
Law Offices of Ralph Buss
Ridin' On Magazine ‐ as supporter
Thunder Roads Mag Ad

30
31
33
34

Forms:
Look Twice Sign Order Form
Sustaining Supporter Information
Advertising Form
BADATO Order Form

8
35
36
38

Region News:
Regions Zero ‐ 4
Regions 5‐7
Region 8‐9
Region 10‐16

27
28
29
32

Miscellaneous:
Region Map : Region Officers
Business Information
Cleaning Out the Corral ‐ Classifieds
Membership Application

3
5
34
40

OutSpokin’

4

May and what a busy Schedule of
Events we have planned for ourselves
this Month, 8 Events to choose from;
May 7th R4 will be hosting their annual
ABATE
“Motorcycle Awareness Day” and R16
will be hosting their “Out Of Hibernation
of Ohio, Inc.
Run” now Sate traded weekends with
COB Corner
R16 this year to accommodate the State
Awareness Rally we had to move to the
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
last Saturday in April because of a
Chairman of the Board
conflict with the Ohio Statehouse
Schedule of Events on the first Saturday
in May, Thank You R16. May 14th we
have the State Board of Directors
Meeting @ the State Office and R1 will be hosting their “Freedom Run” and R7 will
be launching their “Back in the Saddle Run”. May 15th we will be in Xenia, Ohio to
support the “16th Annual Blessing of Bikes”, May 21st R8 will be hosting their “Look
Twice Save A Life Run”, May 28th R14 will be hosting their annual “Memorial Run”.
I was asked recently why do we put so much emphasis on all these Events when
our core mission is to Lobby and support Motorcycle Rights in the Great State of
Ohio. My answer was, True, but according to our Mission Statement; ABATE of Ohio,
Inc, (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) is a not‐for‐profit organization
dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image, and promoting the safe
operating practices of Ohio motorcyclist. With that said our Events put us in the
Public Eye to help improve our image and the motoring public’s awareness that we
are out there and have equal rights on the road as Motorcyclist, and also promote
the Cause, and this is a big part of how we pay the rent on the State Office. AND
people join a State Motorcycle Rights Organization because they LOVE TO RIDE! AND
they are willing to join the fight to protect their Rights. This is why we do what we
do.
Last month I mentioned a letter we received titled “Back to Basics” and said it
would be a topic of discussion at the State Seminar, and it was discussed during
Woody’s Legislative Report in General Session and later a spirited conversation in the
Lodge Lounge. One of the points raised was why we do not have a State Lobby Day at
our State Capitol Building? Answer Regions take it upon
themselves to arrange Lobby Days at the Capitol Building
typically R5 and R9 do this annually, if the Members want
to do this as a State Wide Event, step up and join the
State Government Relations Committee and make it
happen.
United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

www.abate.com

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.
Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

STATE BOARD MEMBERS
Chairman of the Board: Jim Elgin
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman: Ed Schetter
ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague
Ex Officio Officer: Mike Noe
Executive Director: Ed Schetter
Treasurer: Kim Chafin
Secretary: Cindy Balach
Deputy Directors: A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl
C: Kolman Fuzy - D: Jim Sprague
State Security Dir.: John Shankster
State Products: OPEN
State News Dir.: Lisa Barnes, Int /Diane Thompson
Government Relations Dir.: Scott “Woody” Wood
Safety & Ed. Director: Mike Stock
State Events Director: Bill Balach
Technical Director: Tim “TJ” Johnson
Office Staff: Chris Winchester
Ohio MRF Rep: Robin Biltz Pickens
NCOM Rep: Larry Morgan
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Here it is
May once again.
Seems to come
ABATE
around about this
of Ohio, Inc.
time every year.
Executive Director
I guess it would
be cliché to say
Ed
that May is
“Enjoying the Ride”
“Motorcycle
Schetter
Awareness
Month.” The
people reading
this believe that for our safety, every month needs to be
Motorcycle Awareness Month. Even with the milder
winter we just went through (until April, welcome to
Ohio weather) leaving more bike on the road, people
need reminded to put down the social media on their
phones and drive.
A big thank you goes out to all that participated
in the Awareness Rally (or come on down and join us,
depending when you read this.) Also thanks need to be
given to all the proclamations that were written in our
behalf. If you heard one mentioned from someone local
to you, please take the time and drop that person a thank
you. Most whom write the proclamation are not bikers
but want to help us raise awareness and save a few lives.
There have already been too many trips to the hospital
and some to the funeral home this year. Some I have
been to have been in cars also when hit by an inattentive
driver. And if they can’t see another car they sure aren’t
looking for us.
The first motorcycle fatality of the year happened on January 1st this year. With the warmer weather
we are already ahead of last year’s accident and fatality
totals. We need to do everything we can to make these
numbers less than last year. Raising awareness and
wanting the other guy to look for us is only the first step.
Last year there were more fatalities with the motorcycle

www.abate.com

at fault than the other guy. This shows we need to improve our skills also. If you haven’t taken one before,
take a training class. Motorcycle is very affordable and
you may just learn a skill that will save your life or
someone else’s life (for all of us that ride in groups.) If
you know someone who has gone down and is getting
ready to ride again, take up a collection and offer to pay
for them to take a class. The $50 for a Motorcycle Ohio
class isn’t that much. Besides shaking off the cob webs
and getting your confidence back on a loaner bike and in
a controlled environment sure beats letting your ego tell
you “everything is just fine, I’m good as ever.” And
finally if a brother or sister has one too many at a bike
night, keep them off the bike. I’d rather that they are
mad at me in the morning that a name in the paper. I
know none of these are Earth shattering ideas but sometimes a reminder doesn’t hurt and we have to these
crashes from happening. To many in Columbus the stats
are just numbers and when they go up it is proof we as
bikers can’t take care of ourselves and need a little government intervention. To me these are brothers and sisters with friends and families. And the government can
place their efforts on fixing something else. We bikers
are smart enough to take care of our selves.
Finally, I have a quick note about social media.
There was a post going around about a motorcycle curfew and some states. I saw many people share it from
several different states. I did get a few e-mails about it.
We contacted the MRF and they put out a statement saying it was a hoax. When it comes to a motorcycle issue,
check the facts and post the truth. The general public
doesn’t know any better. “It has to be true, I read it
online.” Where did you hear that? “Online.”
Enjoying the ride,
Ed Schetter
Executive Director
ABATE of Ohio Inc.
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com

OutSpokin’
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ABATE
of Ohio, Inc.
Government Relations
Director

Scott “Woody” Wood

After a lot of thought since the seminar, I have come to the conclusion that
in my heart I do not believe that ABATE of Ohio needs to be involved in any legislative issues. All the issues we discussed this year have been discussed before. I have
not changed my personal position on these issues.
It is difficult for me to justify myself as Government Relations Director
when I feel I'm not providing direction in having legislative accomplishments. I do
not believe in creating busy work on the job, at home, or in this organization. I do
believe there are others that would appreciate the challenge of tackling these issues.
With all that in mind, effective immediately, I am resigning my position of
Government Relations Director. I have considered it an honor and privilege to represent ABATE of Ohio and am very thankful for the experience. I wish you all well
and hope you are successful in your future endeavors.
Regards,
Scott "Woody" Wood
State Government Relations Director
ABATE of Ohio Inc.

Section 10: Duties of the State Government Relations Direc‐
tor.
The duties of the State Government Relations Director shall
include but are not limited to:
A.) Pursuing legislative and political agenda at all govern‐
mental levels as directed by the EXEC and the BOD.
B.) Pursuing legislation and legislative and political activi‐
ties to promote the interests of ABATE at all gov‐
ernmental levels as directed by the EXEC and the
BOD.
C.) Recommending legislative and political agenda to the
BOD.
D.)Coordinating meetings and trips of members to meet
with their legislators about current legislative issues
and activities.

www.abate.com

E.) Coordinating member volunteer efforts for aiding and
assisting motorcycle‐friendly candidates at election
time.
F.) Keeping the EXEC, the BOD, the Region Government
Relations Officers informed of any legislative issues
or activities.
H.) Preparing and presenting a written report on legisla‐
tive and political activity at every BOD meeting.
I.) Serving on the Awareness Rally Committee.
J.) Serving as chair of the Government Relations Commit‐
tee.
If interested, please contact the state office at
1‐800‐25‐BIKER or www.abate.com

OutSpokin’
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Hi Friends,
It is snowing
out and I’m writing my
ABATE
May article. That would
of Ohio, Inc.
not mean much to most
people but this is Mo‐
Safety & Education
torcycle Awareness
Director
month and we need the
Mike Stock
sun and warm weather.
I’m writing in the future
and I will say “the
Awareness Ride and After Rally Party was held on a sunny and
warm day.” HOPE I WAS RIGHT!
With that being said let’s get down to business. In
2015 on this date we had 147 crashes and 4 fatalities and now
in 2016 we have had 166 crashes and 6 fatalities. We have had
a very mild winter and it’s looking like spring is going to be the
same. We need to keep up the hard work telling all our broth‐
ers and sisters to ride safe. Now is the time to get that Look
Twice Save a Life sign out & get it back in the front yard. If you
don’t have one, call the state office 800‐25 BIKER and have
one shipped to you.
I would like to thank everyone that came out to the
Seminar. The speakers all did a great job and we all got some
good information. I would like to thank Chuck Stiteler, Motor‐
cycle Ohio State Program Coordinator and Sherry Hill, Region
8 Safety and Education Coordinator and a Motorcycle Ohio
Instructor for bringing us up to date on the MO program and
what it takes to become an Instructor. Thank You
Every year we get our bikes out and somewhere
along the way I say “have you checked your tires?” I’m a little
late this year but I want you to take a look at it one more time
and check that tire pressure. Also do a good check over for
any oil leaks, fuel leaks or smell. Make sure all the lights work,
check for soft brake pedal or lever and make sure everything
is tight. Look at the bolts and see if there are any shinny spots
(meaning it is loose) and then take it for a slow ride and listen
for noises. Now you are ready to do a rider tune up. Go to an
empty parking lot and do some figure eights, some hard stops,
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left and right slow turns and slow ride (get ready for the bike
games). And last of all check your riding gear to make sure
your stuff still fits (not saying) and it’s in good condition.
Now let’s hit the road. Something that has been
going around is that the international sign of a biker in distress
is a helmet behind a bike on the ground. Every bike sitting
along the side of the road should be checked on. At least slow
down and gets a thumbs up, and if no thumbs up, stop and
check on them. There is never a good reason to stop on the
side of the road. You should get to a safe place to stop and
take a break; gas station, ice cream stands or rest area. If you
are riding in a group and a bike breaks down, only one or two
bikes should stop. The rest should move on to a safe place.
We always put out information on how we need to
stay safe. We put out magnets saying “ look out for motorcy‐
cles” and signs along the road that say “Look Twice Save a
Life”, but something else that would help to is if we could get
all drivers to turn on their lights when it’s raining out and
move over when an emergency vehicle is along the side of the
road. If we tell our friend and they tell their friend, the word
would get out and all would be safer.
The next big event in for me is June Jam 2016. It is
coming together and all we need now is you to come to Logan
Ohio and have a great time. Keep checking the web for up to
date information and we will see you there. I know we could
use some more vendors so if you are out and about, tell them
to call.
I’m still working on that question that so far has NO
answer; how we can stop distracted driving. If you have an
idea let me know. We will keep looking and we will keep tell‐
ing everyone that the life you save may be one of us. “Don’t
text and drive”

OutSpokin’

Ride within your limits,
Mike Stock
Safety and Education Director
419‐654‐5446
Mikestock419@gmail.com
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ROBIN BILTZ PICKENS — ABATE OF OHIO — MRF REP
What a great location for our Seminar this year, Mohican
Lodge is beautiful! I would like to Thank Everyone who
pitched in and helped with the Seminar this year, but espe‐
cially I would like to thank the following people:
ABATE Legal Services and Rod Taylor, Esq. for sponsoring
the Dinner and his very informative session on wills
and litigation
Pickerington American Legion for furnishing the Bonfire
Saturday evening, it was cold, but great to be out‐
side with all our friends
Cynthiana Piper and Kathy Gantner for help with the
silent auction
Kolman Fuzy and Kim Chaffin for working the registra‐
tion table
Everyone that helped put the folders together Friday
night while the PAC fund raiser was going on
Kay Stock for handling the Product
Barb Tittle for inviting Iris Meltzer from the league of
women voters and Kathleen Clyde our key note
speaker
Mary Kay for helping Cyndi Balach with the PAC fund
raiser on Saturday night
John Shankster for getting the raffle bike to the seminar
for everyone to see
Mike Stock for inviting Chuck Stiteler from Motorcycle
Ohio, who also became a member that night
Woody for lining up Sherry Hill from Motorcycle Ohio
Reineke Family of Dealership for sponsoring the Coffee
and cookies
Jinx and Jim Rhodes from Michigan ABATE for participat‐
ing
All the presenters and Board members of ABATE of
Ohio, for their presentations
ABATE of Ohio, Foundation for sponsoring the Lunch
Bill Balach on winning the life time achievement award

be moving the 2017 Seminar to the facility of their
choice!
The seminar is always informative and fun, please try to at‐
tend next year, the Board Members work very hard on this
event and it’s is put on to be informative and fun.
ABATE of Ohio Foundation is having a LOOK TWICE SAVE
A LIFE day in Sandusky Ohio on August 27th, this is the day we
give away the raffle bike and we will be having events going
on all day. Please come up early and join in the fun. Don’t
forget to buy your ticket on the raffle bike, you have a better
chance of winning the bike than the lottery!!! See you on the
road, ride safe and free.

And last but not least Congratulations to Region 0 on
having the most members at the Seminar, we will

www.abate.com
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ANXIETY VANISHED AT THE LAST REST STOP.

IT’S TIME TO RIDE.

SUPERIOR MOTORCYCLE
COVERAGE IS CLOSER
THAN IT APPEARS.

Ride with Rider. Get your quote today.
Visit rider.com or call (844) 276-0155.
Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.

www.abate.com
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ANTI‐PROFILING BILL HEARD IN MINNESOTA
A minority group claims its members are being unfairly
profiled and stopped by police, and it’s demanding a bill to
prevent it. That group is motorcyclists, and the legislation,
put before Minnesota’s Senate Judiciary Committee by State
Senator David Osmek (R‐Mound), would require Minnesota’s
Board of Peace Officer Standards & Training to develop a
statewide policy to eliminate motorcyclist profiling, including
methods to identify and avoid it. SF1509 in the Senate, and
companion bill HF59 in the House, would also require every
law enforcement agency in the state to have “a written anti‐
motorcycle profiling policy.”
In testimony, several members of Minnesota motorcycle
clubs laid out a litany of their own experiences: Officers they
believed had pulled them over on trumped‐up pretenses
questioned them about who they were and why they were in
their community and, in some cases, photographed their
tattoos & patches. “It’s my constitutional right to be in a
Motorcycle Club,” said Jim Jahnke of Rochester, the National
V.P. of the Sons of Silence MC.
NCOM CONVENTION HONORS FALLEN RIDERS; INVITES
Frank Ernst of Chanhassen, MN representing ABATE of
NAMES FOR TRIBUTE
Minnesota, and also chairman of the National Coalition of
With the 31st Annual NCOM Convention in Atlantic City
Motorcyclists ‐ Legislative Task Force (NCOM‐LTF), described
just weeks away, the National Coalition of Motorcyclists is
an instance in which he said he was pulled over by an officer
requesting that MROs, motorcycle clubs, and riding
who claimed he hadn’t seen Ernst’s protective eye wear,
associations submit the names of those members and
which he was wearing, but Ernst didn’t file an official
supporters who have died since May 2015, so that we may
complaint.
honor their memories during the traditional “Ringing of the
Sen. Osmek admitted the bill is based largely on
Bell” tribute to fallen riders during the opening ceremonies.
anecdotal evidence, but told the state’s Daily Globe
Dedications can be hand‐delivered at the Convention to “Doc” newspaper that “I’m focusing on something that constituents
Reichenbach, NCOM Chairman of the Board, or e‐mailed in
brought to me that they had issue with,” and he urges
advance to Bill Bish at NCOMBish@aol.com.
motorcyclists to file complaints and collect data on their own
Attendees are also encouraged to bring an item on
in order to make a stronger case.
behalf of their organization for the Freedom Fund Auction,
Meanwhile, a motorcycle profiling bill is gaining
with proceeds benefiting the motorcyclists’ rights movement momentum in Maryland, having passed the state Senate
nationwide through Getting Our People Elected donations,
unanimously 47‐0 on March 3 and now moves to the House,
NCOM Speaker Program, lobbying activities and other pro‐
positioning Maryland to become the second state in the
motorcycling projects as determined by the NCOM Board of
country behind Washington to pass such anti‐discrimination
Directors.
legislation.
The 31st annual NCOM Convention will be held Mother’s
Day weekend, May 5‐8, 2016 at Harrah’s Resort, located at
FEWER AMERICANS GETTING A DRIVER’S LICENSE
777 Harrah’s Blvd in Atlantic City, New Jersey. This annual
It used to be a rite of passage into adulthood, but today
gathering will draw bikers’ rights activists from across the
fewer and fewer U.S. residents are lining up at their local DMV
country to discuss topics of concern to all riders, so reserve
to get a driver’s license, and new data indicates that all age
your room now for the special NCOM rate of $109 by calling
groups are affected.
(888) 516‐2215.
Analyzing decades of data from the Federal Highway
Registration fees for the NCOM Convention are $80
Administration, a team from the University of Michigan’s
including the Silver Spoke Awards Banquet on Saturday night, Transportation Research Institute found that since 2011, the
or $45 for the Convention only. All motorcyclists are welcome number of U.S. citizens with drivers licenses across all age
and encouraged to attend. Meetings, seminars and group
groups, from 16 to 70, has decreased.
discussions will focus on legislative efforts and litigation
A recent University of Michigan report analyzed
techniques to benefit our right to ride and Freedom of the
decades' worth of Federal Highway Administration records to
Road.
show how licensure across all age groups has declined in the
To pre‐register, call the National Coalition of
period stretching from 1983 to 2014.
Motorcyclists at (800) 525‐5355 or visit www.ON‐A‐BIKE.com.

THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E‐NEWS SERVICE is brought to
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the
Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in
any kind of accident, call us at 1‐(800) ON‐A‐BIKE or
visit www.ON‐A‐BIKE.com.

(Continued on Page 15, NCOM Biker Newsbytes )

www.abate.com
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ranger district through April 4. The environmental assess‐
ment is available online at http://tinyurl.com/zlso6qz. Com‐
ments must fall within the scope of the project and include
supporting reasons. Electronic comments may be made at
http://tinyurl.com/zk5ubxp. Written comments should be
submitted by mail, fax or in person to Robert Walter, District
Recreation Officer, 1192 W. Saddleview Road, Douglas, AZ,
(520) 364‐6667.
DENVER – Motorcyclists would no longer have to carry trans‐
ponders to use high‐occupancy‐vehicle lanes under H.B. 16‐
123. But, according to ABATE of Colorado, the proposal is
stalled because transportation officials can’t figure out how
to provide motorcyclists free access to the lanes without the
transponders. Federal regulations permit motorcyclists to use
HOV lanes toll‐free.
BALTIMORE – A City Council committee began discussions in
March to bring an off‐highway‐vehicle park to the commu‐
nity. With City Councilman Pete Welch leading the effort,
committee members hope to establish a park that will attract
dirt bike riders, as well as BMX riders, skateboarders and
other “wheeled” recreational users. The idea was sparked in
the summer of 2015 when dirt bike riders resumed weekly
events along Reistertown Road near Druid Hill Park. City offi‐
cials, residents and riders hope an OHV park will help allevi‐
ate complaints about traffic congestion and public welfare
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Clear Creek National Recreation
Area and Conservation Act, which would establish a national concerns created by the illegal riding. The AMA is participat‐
ing in the process in an advisory role.
recreation area in California and reopen about 240 miles of
BOSTON – Motorcycle‐only checkpoints would be prohibited
off‐highway‐vehicle riding trails, was reported out of the
under S. 1832, sponsored by motorcyclist and state Sen.
House Committee on Natural Resources Committee on
March 16 and now goes before the House for consideration. Anne Gobi (D‐Spencer). Specifically, the bill would prohibit a
motor vehicle checkpoint that targets a particular type of
Sponsored by U.S. Rep. Sam Farr (D‐Calif.), H.R. 1838 would
motor
vehicle decoration or adornment of the vehicle or
allow off‐road vehicles to return to the 75,000‐acre Clear
rider.
Creek Management Area southeast of Hollister, Calif., and
CARSON CITY, Nev. – The Division of State Parks is seeking
establish the 21,000‐acre Joaquin Rocks Wilderness area, a
applicants for grants from the 2016 round of federal Recrea‐
compromise proposal that has bipartisan support among
California's congressional delegation. Clear Creek was closed tion Trails Program funding. Nevada expects to receive about
$1.1 million. Grants may be awarded to counties, municipali‐
to motorized vehicles by the U.S. Bureau of Land Manage‐
ties, federal agencies, private organizations, nonprofits or
ment in 2008.
Native American tribal governments. The grants may be used
for outdoor recreational trail activities. An ad hoc Recreation
State News
Trails Program Committee will review the applications. To
DOUGLAS, Ariz., – The motorized travel system in the Coro‐
nado National Forest’s Douglas Ranger District is the target of review the RTP manual and assess eligibility, visit
proposed changes. A preliminary environmental assessment www.parks.nv.gov. The full application also is available there
for download. Applications are due by 5 p.m. local time on
has been prepared. The proposed project includes roads,
trails and motor‐vehicle‐use areas on National Forest System May 6. Questions may be directed to Jenny Scanland at (775)
684‐2787 or jscanland@parks.nv.gov.
lands in Cochise County, Arizona, and Hidalgo County, New
Mexico. Comments on the proposal are being sought by the
(Continued on Page 17– AMA Newsbytes
National and Regional News
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Preventing the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency from regulating the conversion of street
bikes and other motor vehicles into competition‐only ma‐
chines is the intent of recently introduced, bi‐partisan legisla‐
tion: the Recognizing the Protection of Motorsports Act of
2016. H.R. 4715 (RPM Act) would create and clarify an ex‐
emption from a proposed EPA regulation for motor vehicles
use solely for competition. The AMA wants language that
specifically exempts competition motorcycles from EPA regu‐
lation. The RPM Act states that it was the clear intent of Con‐
gress in passing and amending the Clean Air Act that vehicles
manufactured for, modified for or used in organized motor‐
ized racing events would not be included in the Clean Air
Act’s definition of a “motor vehicle.” The AMA is coordinating
its efforts with the Specialty Equipment Market Association
and other racing sanctioning bodies to block the EPA’s pro‐
posed regulation of competition‐only vehicles, including mo‐
torcycles. SEMA represents vehicle aftermarket manufactur‐
ers, marketers and distributors. Motorsports competition
involves tens of thousands of participants and vehicle owners
each year, both amateur and professional. The AMA sanc‐
tions more than 1,700 competition events each year.

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

13

D‐DAY REMEMBERING JUNE 6, 1944 ‐ PLACES TO RIDE BE‐
FORE YOU DIE: OMAHA BEACH ‐DOG GREEN SECTOR
On my way over to ride the Pyrenees Mountains, I stopped
and paid my respects to those that died at Omaha Beach in
Normandy. It is unusual for me to ride anywhere but in my
own country, but if you ever get the chance go there. And I
promise that you will never forget what was done there.
On June 6th, 1944, among the many units, Company from the
hills of Virginia was to hit the beach at Dog Green Sector in a
Higgins boat (the kind used for invasions)‐not a good place to
be. All 200 of them in that landing craft were from Bedford
Virginia (a wonderful place to ride to if you are riding the
Shenandoah Valley). They have a monument on the town
square to the 176 men of Company A that died when the
ramp of their landing craft dropped and exposed all of them
to German MG 42 machine guns. At 1500 rounds per minute,
the boys from Bedford didn't have a chance.
The MG 42 sounds like a chainsaw when it is fired ‐ probably
the most dreaded sound at Omaha Beach. So distinctively
terrifying was this machine gun that the Army developed
training films to help our troops deal with the psychological
trauma of facing this weapon. It made a sound like ripping
cloth. Our boys called it crudely ‐ Hitler’s zipper. It bothers me
in that I am pretty sure the Bedford boys knew what they
were in for when the ramp on that Higgins boat dropped. The
thought of dying for my country is ok with me, but dying be‐
fore I even had a chance to shoot back is not. I gathered some
sand from Dog Green sector; I couldn't help it. I put that sand
in an hourglass and set it on my desk to remind me of what
they did and what a bad day is all about.
After I left the beach, I had to visit the Colleville cemetery
where some of the Bedford boys and many others are buried.
It overlooks Omaha Beach and by any definition is a holy
place. It is hard to talk there ‐ draw your own conclusions. The
gravestones are marked with the name and state of the fallen
soldier. Indiana, Illinois, Ohio and Missouri are inscribed on
too many.
Before leaving, I thought Omaha Beach was a long way from
home for those guys and I wondered how many of their folks
were able to visit the graves before, they too, passed on. That
most of their loved ones didn’t get the chance to pay their
respects is bothering.
P.S. Our guide took us by the cemetery where the Germans
are buried. I didn’t ask to go there and he did not ask if I
wanted to go. If he had, I would have said no, after all I had
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lost family in that conflict. I learned there was a 13 year old
German soldier buried there, and there was a marker that
said, “Most here did not pick the fight or the cause”. I think, I
am glad I went.
WHEN THE EX HATES MOTORCYCLES
Q. I am a member of ABATE and got your contact information
from the monthly ABATE magazine. I have a question for you
which will hopefully be an easy one to answer. I have a son
whom I share joint custody with their father. This past sum‐
mer, my son developed an interest in riding on motorcycles.
As a single mom, I struggle in keeping him interested in activi‐
ties that we can honestly share. He is fully equipped for rider
safety. I am a very skilled and well trained motorcyclist and
usually only allow him to ride with me. His non‐motorcyclist
father found out that he was riding and was very upset. He is
very anti‐motorcycle and forbids our son from riding. The
father claims that he can get a court decree prohibiting our
son from riding. Can he get such a decree from the court?
A. You have asked a good and complicated question. [I am
assuming you have sole custody of your son.] The court has
considerable discretion in its ruling on this issue, but the judge
should know that this activity is permitted by law, as is foot‐
ball, soccer, cheerleading, gymnastics, climbing and many
other sports/activities ‐ like flying in a small plane.
First, I would make every effort to educate your ex with statis‐
tics demonstrating that motorcycle incidents involving minors
are almost non‐existent. This is so because of the extreme
care most parents and others take when riding with a minor
child. You will be able to show that incidents of injuries to
minors from a motorcycle crash are less than with football,
gymnastics and other school sports.
You could also argue that riding as a passenger on a motorcy‐
cle is safer than being a cheerleader, for example. As we
know, injuries from that activity are eye opening. Educate him
about the riding skills of others who may take your son riding.
And let him know that those skills learned while riding will
improve your son's skills when he starts driving.
If you do wind up in court, then you must go through the
same education process for the judge. Find out if the judge
rides as many do. Be prepared to prove the riding experience
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“Sounds ominous but it’s not, then again it is a tough alteration to
current government thinking. And I believe our industry could be at
the forefront.
Why can’t we prove that Freedom always needs to be a consideration?
Why can’t we prove that all the custom motorcycles in the country will
never have any significant impact on the environment and agencies
need to leave us alone?

A House committee in Kansas kicked the tires of a bill creating a
special driving examination and license for people who ride
increasingly popular three-wheeled motorcycles. Under current Kansas
law, individuals are required to take a test on a two-wheeled
motorcycle even if they own and plan to ride a machine with three
wheels. House Bill 2436 would establish a special class of motorcycle
licensing that aligns the examination with the type of vehicle to be
driven.
Three-wheel licenses issued under the proposed law would forbid the
person from legally riding a two-wheeled motorcycle, but anyone
passing the two-wheel test could ride both motorcycle variations.

If we were successful, this could place Freedom at the forefront in
many applications from hot rods, to go carts, to speed boats.”
As evidence of governmental regulation usurping personal rights, Ball
(Bandit@Bikernet.com) submitted the following news release on
behalf of SEMA (Specialty Equipment Market Association) entitled
“EPA Seeks to Prohibit Conversion of Vehicles into Racecars”:
“The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has proposed a
regulation to prohibit conversion of vehicles originally designed for onroad use into racecars and make the sale of certain products for use on
such vehicles illegal. The proposed regulation was contained within a
non-related proposed regulation entitled ‘Greenhouse Gas Emissions
and Fuel Efficiency Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines
and Vehicles - Phase 2’.

House Speaker Ray Merrick (R-Stilwell) urged the House’s Vision
2020 Committee to endorse the “friendly, common-sense update to
Kansas statutes.”
“Considering the vast differences in the physical requirements between
two- and three-wheeled motorcycles,” Merrick said, “it is reasonable
that a person who can only ride a three-wheeled motorcycle should be
allowed to take their license training and test on the type of motorcycle
they will be using.”

Brian Thompson, a lobbyist with ABATE of Kansas, said the reform
proposed by the House bill would benefit young and old riders alike.
“Those with less skills would be able to feel the independence and
The regulation would impact all vehicle types, including the sports
freedom of the road if they desire,” Thompson told the Topeka Capitalcars, sedans and hatch-backs commonly converted strictly for use at the Journal newspaper.
track. While the Clean Air Act prohibits certain modifications to motor
vehicles, it is clear that vehicles built or modified for racing, and not
NEW MOTORCYCLE HAZARD - TEENS WALKING WHILE
used on the streets, are not the ‘motor vehicles’ that Congress intended DISTRACTED
to regulate.
Motorcycle riders have a lot to watch for when cruising through an
urban environment such as a city or town. While the first focus may be
‘This proposed regulation represents overreaching by the agency, runs other vehicles, a new study shows bikers should watch for teens
contrary to the law and defies decades of racing activity where EPA
crossing the road while distracted by their smartphone.
has acknowledged and allowed conversion of vehicles,’ said SEMA
President and CEO Chris Kersting.
According to research released by Safe Kids Worldwide, with support
from FedEx, distraction plays a role as 50% of teens admit they cross
Working with other affected organizations, including those
streets while using a mobile device, and an alarming 40% admit to
representing legions of professional and hobbyist racers and fans,
actually being hit or nearly hit by a car, bike or motorcycle while
SEMA will continue to oppose the regulation through the
walking.
administrative process and will seek congressional support and judicial
intervention as necessary. The EPA has indicated it expects to publish Of the teens who have been hit or nearly hit report crossing the street
final regulations by July 2016.”
while: 47% listening to music, 20% talking on the phone, and 18%
were texting.
BILL IN WASHINGTON WOULD ALLOW MOTORCYCLES ON
“Every hour of every day, a teen is hit or killed while walking,” said
SHOULDERS IN TRAFFIC
Kate Carr, President and CEO of Safe Kids Worldwide. “Texting and
Washington State might give motorcyclists preferential treatment on
walking or driving can be fatal. That's why we're asking everyone to
some highways during traffic jams under a bill that has the support of
put phones down when crossing the street.”
the state Senate. The measure would give motorcyclists permission to
drive on the far left shoulders of divided highways when traffic is
TEENAGER CAUTIONED AFTER SERIOUSLY INJURING
moving under 25 miles an hour.
MOTORCYCLIST A 14-year-old boy was recently “cautioned” by
police after causing “life-changing injuries” to a motorcyclist by tying
“It really is about relieving congestion,” said State Senator Tim
a rope between two trees on a woodland path. The 17-year-old rider
Sheldon (D-Mason County), the bill’s sponsor. He tried passing a bill was rushed to the hospital with serious neck and wind-pipe injuries
last year that would have allowed what’s known as “lane splitting,”
after hitting the rope while riding in woods near St Neots,
allowing bikers to ride between cars stopped in traffic, but that bill
Cambridgeshire, UK, and he spent seven weeks in the hospital
failed.
including two-and-a-half in an induced coma. The boy, who admitted
responsibility under questioning by police, was issued a youth caution
Sen. Sheldon told CBS King5 News in Olympia that his
for causing grievous bodily harm without intent. He must also attend
proposal would alleviate traffic and make highways safer for
sessions with the Youth Offending Service.
motorcycle riders in heavy traffic. ”When congestion basically stops
traffic, a motorcyclist… they’re vulnerable to over-heating as well as
being rear-ended.”
KANSAS HOUSE SPEAKER GIVES HORSEPOWER TO 3WHEELER REFORM BILL
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(Continued from Page 14 - Ask Our Lawyer, Taylor
of all of those involved. Bring in your driving and insurance
records demonstrating your safe nature and prove it. Bring
your son's safety equipment to court and show the judge.
Check with your local motorcycle safety instructors who may
provide helpful expertise to the court. In short, educate the
court that your parental decision is within the norm of Ameri‐
can life and that riding is part of that norm. If the judge rides –
HE ALREADY KNOWS THIS. If you get into a jam or need statis‐
tics for the above, call me.
MIRACLE RIDE Reminder ‐ First Week End in June ‐ NEARLY 5
MILLION RAISED FOR THE KIDS!
Since 1993 this office and thousands of motorcyclists have
been raising money for the kids at Riley Hospital. As usual, the
Miracle Ride will feature a ride on the world famous Indy 500
Motor Speedway as well as our trade‐mark motorcycle runs.
Join us, Bob and Tom, the Governor and 10 thousand bikers in
raising much needed funds for Riley Hospital for Children. For
more information see our web site, www.miracleride.net. A
big thanks to all of our sponsors, volunteers and those who
serve on the Board of Directors of the Miracle Ride Founda‐
tion, Inc. And a big Thanks to Allison’s for again sponsoring
our gathering site. See you at the Miracle Ride. Rod
TRAILER PARK AND MOTORCYCLE JUSTICE ‐ Just What Can A
Park Owner Get By With?
Note from Rod: ABATE LEGAL has received questions relating
to mobile home park restrictions on motorcycles. Here is the
question:
Q: I just moved into a mobile home park. I am on a very lim‐
ited income and my motorcycle is a primary means of trans‐
portation. My bike has stock mufflers and is no louder than
most of the vehicles in the park ‐ actually a lot quieter than
most of the trucks. The park rules bar motorcycles from the
park at all times ‐ no exceptions. Can they get by with this and
do I have to comply?
A: Let’s first determine if the streets of the park are public or
private. This is very important in determining your approach
to the park. If the streets are private, your burden is consider‐
able. If the streets are public you will have an easy time in
winning your point. Most states have laws governing rules in
mobile home parks and most require that the rules must be
reasonable.
The Illinois law can be found at 765 ILCS 745, the Mobile
Home Landlord and Tenant Rights Act. In Illinois for example,
such rules are valid only if the rules “promote convenience,
safety and welfare of the tenants, preserve park property
from damage or distribute park services and facilities to the
tenants:”
In Illinois, I would argue that a general prohibition of motor‐
cycles is not enforceable unless your motorcycle runs afoul of
these validity tests. For example, if your motorcycle complies
with noise and safety issues, how can the park argue such a

www.abate.com

bar would promote the safety of tenants and preservation of
park property, etc.? Accordingly, you should request a meet‐
ing to demonstrate that none of the prohibition rules apply in
your case. Be armed with evidence that your motorcycle com‐
plies with all noise, safety and emission requirements. The gist
of your points is that a general bar of all motorcycles is simply
not reasonable.
The laws in most states require some connection to reason
before a general bar to a legal means of transportation could
be sanctioned. Most regulations like these are directed to‐
ward those who would disturb the peace of residents with
motorcycles that are loud and speed. As to the latter, speed
can be controlled by means other than a general prohibition,
like fines or expulsion. Excessive noise can be controlled in a
similar fashion.
I smell a park owner who just does not want to deal with
these issues. Use your powers of persuasion that motorcycles
should be encouraged. For example, parking is less of an issue,
and noise in many cases of smaller commuting motorcycle are
almost stealth like. Help convince him that motorcycles are an
advantage in the park if speed and noise rules are strictly en‐
forced. Suggest that stiff fines could be the solution.
The Indiana law can be found at Indiana Code 32‐31‐7, Land‐
lord Tenant Relations. I.C. 32‐31‐7‐5(5) states that a tenant
must comply with all reasonable rules and regulations in exis‐
tence at the time the rental agreement is entered into. A ten‐
ant must also comply with amended rules and regulations as
provided in the rental agreement. Again, arm yourself with
evidence that a rule prohibiting motorcycles is not reasonable.
The Ohio law can be found at Ohio Revised Code Chapter
3733, Manufactured Home Parks; Recreational Vehicle Parks,
Recreation Camps, Park‐Camps, Marinas; Agricultural Labor
Camps. In Ohio for example, such rules are valid only if the
rules are not unreasonable, arbitrary, or capricious. So arm
yourself with evidence that the rule against having motorcy‐
cles on property is unreasonable, arbitrary, and/or capricious.
He may say “uncle”.
There is also a provision that requires a resident to conduct
yourself in a manner that will not disturb the other park resi‐
dents peaceful enjoyment of the park., which may be the
owner’s reason for the park barring motorcycles.
Most laws also require certain notice provisions as set forth
above. Call me if you did not get a copy of the rules and regu‐
lations prior to signing the lease. If you have been a tenant for
more than 30 days, let’s find out if the park owner was consid‐
ering a motorcycle prohibition at the same he was selling you
on the park. This is especially important if he had knowledge
that you owned a motorcycle when you signed the lease as
this could be a form of fraud if he slipped this past you at the
time you signed on.
WHEN TREES GET YOU DOWN ‐ WHAT TO DO AND WHO TO
NOTIFY
Q: I was in a bike accident Monday. A tree was hiding the stop
light and I didn't see it until the last minute. I locked it up but
ended up sliding through the stop light and hitting a car. I was
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ABATE Legal Services
abatelegal.com
All questions from ABATE members are answered
confidentially unless otherwise authorized and only after the
matter is concluded, except when authorization for publication
anonymously or otherwise is given for pending matters.
Remember, injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total
A: There are a number of things you can do to help yourself
recovery and expenses as approved by client, consistent with
out and preserve facts for your case. You are like a lot of folks and conforming to applicable state law. Elsewhere, you may
pay 33 ⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE
in this country that have never filed a lawsuit and
members are not charged for recovery of damage to your
understandably want nothing to do with that process.
Sometimes a case like yours can be resolved simply by making motorcycle, and have access to a 24‐hour toll‐free telephone
a request to the court that is well documented and compelling. number. Call us at 1‐(800)‐25‐RIDER. Questions? Submit
them to: RodTaylor@abatelegal.com © 2016.
In order to get to that position, get a series of photos
approaching the light from the lane in which you were riding.
A simple camera photo will do. If the city has already cut the
branches, get photos of their recent modification. Statements (Continued from page 13 - AMA Newsbytes
of the adjoining property owners and others witnessing the
trimming by the City should be obtained as soon as possible.
TAOS, N.M. – The Carson National Forest has scheduled
These witnesses demonstrate that the City had notice of the
community meetings during April to gather input concerning
hazard. You will have the burden to prove that the light was
obscured at the time of the crash. If the City (you need to
land being evaluated for Wilderness designation. The forest
make sure they had the responsibility for trimming the tree)
has six Wilderness areas. The Forest Service is examining all of
has not trimmed the branches yet, a notice by you to them is
the land it manages for characteristics that would allow for the
in order. A copy of the cell phone photos should be emailed to Wilderness designation. The federal Wilderness designation
includes “an area where the earth and its community of life
them immediately. RoadHazard.org sent a notice, which
should help. If you have a copy of the police report, send it to are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who
us. If not, we will order one for you. That will be useful in both does not remain. An area of wilderness is further defined to
mean … an area of undeveloped federal land retaining its
locating the police officer who responded, as well as
identifying how he documented the accident. He may have
primeval character and influence, without permanent
listed critical witnesses who can confirm our facts. You will
improvements or human habitation.” The community
need a statement from him admitting that the tree obscured
meetings are scheduled for 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.:
the light asap before he forgets about your case. You must also April 6 at the Rural Events Center, U.S. Highway 84/State Road
notify your insurance carrier of your crash in writing. And send
554, Abiquiu, N.M.
them a copy of your photos and a copy of the crash report.
April 8 at the Coronado Hall, 120 Civic Plaza Drive, Taos, N.M.
When you are making a claim against a government entity, you April 11 at the Amalia Senior Center, 191 Vallejos Road,
will need to make sure you place them on notice of the
Amalia, N.M.
accident. Most states, including Indiana, require that a specific April 13 at the Manassa Opera House, 4th Street, west of the
notice be given to the government entity within a certain time
Mormon Church, Manassa, Colo.
of the incident. If you fail to do that properly you can lose your More information is available from the New Mexico Off
claim. In Illinois, suit must be brought against the government Highway Vehicle Alliance (www.nmohva.org).
entity within one year of the incident. In Ohio, there is no
COLUMBUS, Ohio – The Motorcycle Ohio rider training
notice requirement, but the suit must be brought within two
program is changing its course curriculum and taking the
years. Good luck and if you have any questions call us.
program in‐house, beginning in January 2017. The new
curriculum is based on the Idaho STAR materials and National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration model standards for
ROADHAZARD.ORG
state motorcycle rider training programs. The revamped
Well the weather has finally broke (unless you’re in Indiana,
I’m sure we’re due for snow any day now) and motorcycles are program will be known as Motorcycle Ohio Rider
once again prevalent on our roadways. One thing that we are Enhancement, or MORE. Motorcycle Ohio will control content,
sure to come across with the passing of winter… POTHOLES!
delivery, instructor certification and future development.
Please do your fellow motorcyclists a favor and report
These materials will also form the basis for upper‐level
potholes and dangerous roadways to RoadHazard.org. We
courses. MORE will be the only curriculum approved for
pride ourselves on getting problem areas fixed and safe for
motorcycle endorsement in Ohio, the memo states. More
information about Motorcycle Ohio is available here:
riders. Thank you from your fellow riders and safe travels.
www.motorcycle.ohio.gov.
Ride Safe & Free,
(Continued on Page 23 - AMA Newsbytes
Rod Taylor
given a ticket for running the red light. The officer told me
that I could go to court, plead my case about the light being
hidden and get the ticket dropped. He basically admitted that
the light was hidden. Now, people are telling us to sue. We are
not sue happy people but if the tree had been trimmed this
would not have happened. What can I do? ABATE member.
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(Continued from page 17 - AMA Newsbytes)
HARRISBURG, Pa. – The profiling of motorcyclists would be
prohibited under H.B. 1580, which passed the state House by
a 179‐18 vote and is in the Senate for consideration. The bill
would require that law enforcement training include instruc‐
tion on what constitutes motorcyclist profiling and that each
police department include in its procedures and operations
policies a statement condemning motorcyclist profiling.
RICHMOND, Va. – Auxiliary lights, such as LED accent lights,
would be allowed on motorcycles under H.B. 939, passed the
House of Delegates and being considered by the state Senate.
Current law requires that all vehicle lighting be approved by
the superintendent of the state police.
OLYMPIA, Wash. – S.B. 5623 would authorize a trial project
allowing motorcycles to move around slow traffic. The bill,
which passed the state Senate, would allow motorcyclists to
use the left lane or shoulder to pass traffic, if the traffic is
traveling no more than 25 mph and the rider is traveling no
more than 10 mph faster than other traffic. The pilot project
would run through July 31, 2018.
Industry News
Samsung and Yamaha are developing a “Smart Windshield”
that would display information – such as navigation instruc‐
tions – from a motorcyclist’s smartphone and trigger auto‐
matic responses to text messages and phone calls. The effect
would be similar to a head‐up display on a helmet. Samsung
touts the concept as a safety feature, allowing riders to watch
the road while checking their smartphone information. A
video presentation is available here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAWpq4eW7FE.
SCOTTS VALLEY, Calif., – BRG Sports has announced the sale
of its action sports business to Vista Outdoor Inc. Vista Out‐
door will acquire the Bell, Giro, Blackburn and C‐Preme
brands for $400 million in cash plus an earn‐out related to the
future performance of the powersports business. The deal is
expected to close by the end of April.
EAST TROY, Wis. – The first 2016 model motorcycles from
Erik Buell Racing were produced on March 17 under the own‐
ership of Liquid Asset Partners of Grand Rapids, Mich. Liquid
Asset Partners bought the manufacturing assets of EBR at a
court‐ordered auction under Wisconsin’s state bankruptcy
procedures. The company says it expects to produce 1190RX
and 1190SX models, slowing increasing production during the
rest of this year.
IRVINE, Calif. – Motorcycle USA, magazine covering the mo‐
torcycling community, closed in March after 20 years of pro‐
duction. The magazine announced the move on Twitter on
Feb. 24. The sister publication of Cycle News was part of Mo‐
torsport Aftermarket Group, which also includes such brands
as J&P Cycles, Kuryakyn, Mustang Motorcycle Seats, Motorcy‐
cle Superstore and Vance & Hines. Motorcycle USA reported
its website will remain active for an extended period of time
to serve readers with content that has accumulated over the
years.
International News
BANGKOK, THAILAND – Uber, the taxi service that passen‐
gers hail with their smartphones, has established a motorcy‐
cle‐on‐demand service called Uber MOTO in Bangkok. The
pilot project will evaluated the service, which was developed
for emerging markets
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AMA News
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – Changes at the AMA Motorcycle Hall
of Fame expand the field of possible Hall of Fame candidates,
open Hall of Fame voting to AMA Life Members with at least
25 consecutive years of membership and adds a new benefit
for all AMA members. The American Motorcycle Heritage
Foundation added the “Highly Qualified Candidate” category
that includes candidates whose accomplishments have taken
place outside the public eye but have played a significant role
in motorcycling. The new category gives the independent Hall
of Fame selection committees a tool to recognize advocates
and other behind‐the‐scenes workers whose accomplish‐
ments have played a major role in motorcycling but often go
unrecognized. The added benefit for AMA members is free
entry into the Hall of Fame museum when a valid AMA mem‐
bership card is presented.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – A new partnership with Cy‐
cleTrader.com provides a 20 percent discount for AMA mem‐
bers on top‐of‐the‐line classified ads to sell or trade their
motorcycles. AMA members can take advantage of the dis‐
count by using an exclusive promo code found in the mem‐
bers‐only section of the AMA website
(www.americanmotorcyclist.com). Additionally, powersports
enthusiasts can now access bikes for sale on Cycle Trader
through the AMA website, under the heading, “Classifieds.”
CycleTrader.com features nearly 400,000 units for sale and
attracts more than 2 million visitors each month. The partner‐
ship also includes a new resource page on CycleTrader.com
showcasing AMA information and providing greater exposure
for the AMA to recruit powersports enthusiasts to become
AMA members. AMA and CycleTrader.com will work together
on additional promotions in 2016.
AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and
edited by the American Motorcyclist Association Government
Relations Department. Designed to inform motorcyclists of
rights-related issues and events in the United States and
around the world. AMA News & Notes welcomes your input.
Suggestions and editorial contributions can be sent to AMA
Government Affairs Editor, Jim Witters.
Sign up and stay informed: AMA News & Notes keeps motorcyclists up-to-date on hot topics, news affecting the motorcycling community and opportunities to communicate with
elected officials. Click here to check the “Sign me up for
News & Notes” box at the bottom of the page.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to
make a difference on important issues. Click here to see the
most recent AMA Action Alerts, and click here to sign up.
Readers can also sign up to receive AMA e-newsletters: AMA
Extra includes a summary of AMA news, ATV E-News includes a summary of ATV-related news and Hall of Fame
Insider focuses on the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it’s
rewarding. To learn how you can help, visit online at
www.americanmotorcyclist.com > Rights > Get Involved.
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Greetings from Newton Falls,
I just returned from our annual Legislative Seminar held
on March 19th at the Mohican State Park Lodge and Con‐
ference Hall. The really cool thing for me about these
things (aside from the information gained) is reconnect‐
ing with old friends from all over the state and beyond
whom I rarely get to see.
A buddy named “Bones” I’ve known for many years
rode down with me and of course we got there late be‐
cause we missed a connection of two interstates on the
way and it took us a while to get back on track. And as
we were returning home later that night, we took some
more wrong turns a few miles out of the park and got so
lost I was thinkin’ about pulling over and crashing until
daylight.
Going anywhere with Bones is always a fun adventure!
Think Cheech and Chong on a road trip! Now, imagine
getting so damned lost in the middle of the night that for
miles and miles we didn’t even see any houses or road
signs, though crossroads kept popping up going every
which way. If it wasn’t for the kindly directions from a
couple of coon hunters with their baying hounds, we’d
probably still be driving around the wilds of Ashland
County in the dark screaming, “WE DON’T NEED NO
STEENKING GPS!” LMAO! I guess as I approach my twi‐
light years I really should just go ahead and get an IPhone.
I still don’t even have a damned cell. Bones had his with
him, but it’s an old flip‐phone without internet stuff
(GPS). Old guys....sheesh! Anyway, moving on.....
Remember that this is May, Motorcycle Awareness
Month, and just as you might have to reacquaint yourself
with riding, so will car and truck drivers have to reac‐
quaint themselves with sharing the road with bikes.
That’s precisely why this month was chosen to be pro‐
claimed “Motorcycle Awareness Month”. Many of us
have had our scoots out on the blacktop for months, but
May is when the most people really get out there and
start racking up the mileage on their odometers.
I rode over to another old friend’s house the other day.
Everyone calls him “Norton” because he often rides one.
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This guy is very much into British bikes and he’s also a top
notch wrench. In fact while I was there he was tearing
into the bottom end of a motor someone had sent him all
the way from California. He gets so many jobs to do that
he doesn’t even want any new customers because he just
doesn’t need the bucks and he’d rather be riding than
working on other people’s rides.
He pointed out to me that newly designed HD air‐
cleaners like mine (though it’s a ’99 and not so new)
aren’t like the old ones where you just change the filter
for a few bucks, or you blow it out with air if it’s not too
bad. You need to buy a special kit made by “K & N” that
only costs about twelve bucks at an auto parts store and
lasts for numerous applications. You pull out the air filter
and run it through a simple process of spraying, letting it
soak, and then using a different spray on it that comes
with the kit. If you closely follow the directions it’s very
quick, and that same air‐cleaner will last you for a million
miles easily! We did that and now my bike runs like it
hasn’t run in years. That filter musta been full of all kinds
of shit that I’ve just been blowing back and forth with my
air compressor. Now she breathes like she’s supposed to.
Maybe they’ll make something like that for humans
someday.
Norton owns more Nortons, Triumphs, BSAs, and Royal
Enfields than I have fingers on both hands, and they’re all
in great shape. I think he even has most of a Vincent
Black Shadow stashed away somewhere. He told me that
the 1965 750cc BSA Rocket 3 that I used to own in the
early 1970’s would now be worth well over $25,000!
That was the only bike I ever really wanted to sell and I
think I got something like $450 for it (and glad to get rid
of it). Of course it wasn’t show‐room, but it would have
been if I woulda known what it would be worth someday.
Isn’t that the way it goes?
When I think of some of the bikes and other vehicles I
let out of my hands over the years I could just... well, I try
not to think about that. But back in 1972 I owned a
primo ‘64 GTO in great shape. 1964 was first year for the
Goats, and that’s still considered king of the muscle cars.
I know one recently sold for over $250,000! Mine was
certainly clean and could bark in all four gears, but I
woulda had it blue‐printed, super‐detailed, and com‐
pletely restored bumper to bumper if I would have
thought it would someday be worth that much money!
Among other collectibles I had over the years (but did‐
n’t treat as collectibles) were: A 1957 Triumph TR3 Road‐
ster (I about lived in that little baby‐blue sucker for over a
year). A ‘62 Austin, a ’56 MGA, and a 1967 Triumph Spit‐
fire (I was WAY into British sports cars for a while...now I
couldn’t even fit in one). I also owned a really cool ’65
Chevy van, a sweet 1964 Chevy ½ ton pickup, and a 1962
Ford Galaxy Police Interceptor (drove that to Woodstock).
Some of the bikes I had beside the BSA were: A ’64 Tri‐
umph Bonneville, a ’65 Triumph Trophy, a really hot ’72
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Sportster XLCH with an 8” over front end, and my favor‐
ite and longest owned bike, a 1974 Shovelhead which I
gave to my oldest son (my other son, Ben, will get my
Road King when I’m done with it). Out of all of these
cars, trucks, and bikes, the Shovel is the only thing that I
still hear of, and IT’S now a show bike down in Louisiana
with Jason.
If there’s a point to any of this, I think that it’s maybe
best to fondly remember things of the past now and
then, but not to remember them too often LOL. It’ll
drive ya nuts because back then all cars, trucks, and
bikes had “class” designed into them, and everything
turned out to be a collectible if you held onto it long
enough. I just can’t imagine today’s bikes and cars ever
being worth more than what you pay for them now.
Besides, when it comes down to it, we’re talking about
“things” here.
Things can be bought, sold, and replaced if you really
want. Unfortunately most of the vehicles and bikes I’m
talking about here would be too expensive for me to
replace. And I guess if I really wanted them that bad for
any reason other than money, I wouldn’ta let ‘em go.
Things.... I often think that I have too many things. In
fact my house, my garage, and my small barn if so full of
stuff that if I get something; I have a hard time figuring
out where to put it. I don’t consider myself a “hoarder”,
but I admit that I am a pack rat.
For instance I went out riding the other day and near to
my home I noticed a 6’ tall mirrored curio cabinet some‐
one had set out with their trash. As I passed it I thought,
‘Now THAT is cool, but I don’t need it nor do I have any‐
where to put it.’
After a few hours ride I passed it again on my return
home thinking, ‘Wow! It’s still there! Too bad I don’t
have anywhere to put it.’ A few minutes later finds me
home putting the scoot away, jumping into my Blazer,
and promptly returning to get the cabinet. Now it’s
standing in my garage.
I’ve spent the last few days or so re‐arranging furniture
in my head with the intent to place all of the souvenirs
that Ben and Jason have sent me from their over‐seas
military duties....stuff from Iraq, Afghanistan, Belgium,
France, Guam, Germany, Korea, Spain, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar....and I’m sure there’ll be a few more. In this rare
case, maybe adding something might actually help to
organize some of the things that are already here and
scattered around the house. Besides, what better way
to display how proud I am of my sons and their service to
our country? Worrying about them coming home safe is
a separate thing that nothing can be done about.
Well, I’m gonna get off my ass and go riding, it’s a
beautiful day. Have lotsa fun because somebody’s
gonna and it might as well be you...........
Bummer
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(Continued from page 15 - NCOM )
EX‐COP SUES OVER MOTORCYCLE NOISE
A former Texas police officer is suing Arkansas officials
over motorcycle noise. Rick Holtsclaw, a 31‐year veteran of
the Houston police department who placed an emphasis on
noise enforcement, has sued city officials in Fort Smith and
Fayetteville, Arkansas for their failure to enforce federal,
state, and local laws regarding motorcycle noise.
Holtsclaw’s lawsuit cites the Noise Control Act of 1972
that makes it illegal for motorcycle exhausts to be altered or
removed for the purpose of making noise. In addition, the
Arkansas muffler statute requires every motor vehicle to be
equipped with the quiet factory‐installed muffler or a muffler
duplicating the specifications of the factory‐installed muffler.
Holtsclaw stated that “the law enforcement community
in Arkansas has failed to intercede on behalf of the noise‐
beleaguered citizenry,” particularly at rallies “where there are
thousands of motorcyclists making illegally loud noise,” and is
seeking $1,000,000 (one million) in damages from each mu‐
nicipality.
DRIVER WHO DELIBERATELY ASSAULTED MOTORCY‐
CLISTS STILL IN JAIL
A viral video showing a Texas driver who without provo‐
cation intentionally crashed into a motorcyclist last October,
causing serious injuries to the rider and his passenger, has
been languishing in jail unable to post bail since the incident.
William “Bill” Sam Crum was indicted by a Hood County
grand jury on two aggravated assault counts carrying punish‐
ment of up to 20 years in prison and a fine up to $10,000 and
is currently being held on $150,000 bail in Hood County Jail
since his arrest October 20, 2015.
While motorcyclists can take comfort knowing that Mr.
Crum has been in jail nearly 6 months awaiting trial on crimi‐
nal charges, because he purposefully crashed into the victims,
his auto insurance won’t cover any civil judgment due to the
intentional act exclusion in every policy.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Truth does not change according to our
ability to stomach it.”
~ Mary Flannery O'Connor (1925‐64) American writer
and essayist
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12 issues - ending 0216

Only $16.67/month
With 12 month Purchase
See Page 36 for details!
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REGION ZERO
Region Director: Barbara Tittle 330-677-1845
Deputy Director: Jamie Hart 330-766-2110
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County Coordinators
for time and location.
Columbiana: Open
Mahoning & Trumbull: Jeff Beatty, 330-647-8420
Portage & Summit County: Open
Stark: Bob Fedor 330-546-7450
Website: http://regionzero.abate.com

Going forward, folks who live in Stark County will
formally be welcomed as members of Region 8. This has been
formalized by the State organization. Bob Fedor can give you
more information and his phone number is at the top of the
column again. Do note that anyone and everyone is welcome to
list him or herself as a member of any
Region or County in Ohio and is welcome to attend the
meetings of any ABATE sub-group in Ohio, so ANYONE and
EVERYONE is always welcome to come to our Region Zero
meetings at the Sail Inn, which are generally the Sunday after
the second Saturday of the months of January, March, May,
July, September and November. Our May meeting will be
on the THIRD Sunday because the second one is Mother's Day.
Barb Tittle
Region 0 Director

REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday every
month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Open
Muskingum County: Terry Billy 740-872-3686
Please contact your County Coordinator for more
information and directions.
Website: http://region2.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION THREE
Region Director: Mark Davis 419-235-7581
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Mark Davis for all
information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-229-0928
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION FOUR
Region Director: Ruby Worchuck, rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of every
month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and General
Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless otherwise
noted. Meetings are held between the four county areas.
Please contact your County Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
Website: http://region4.abate.com

NO REPORT

NO REPORT
REGION TWO
Region Director ‐ Smoke James ‐ 740‐819‐0645
Deputy Director ‐ Terry Billy ‐ 740‐872‐‐3686
Region 2 meetings will be held at VFW Post 1058 at 1318
Putnam Ave, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 at 2:00 p.m., always on
the first Sunday, except July and Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
No meeting in December.
Coshocton County: OPEN
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker
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REGION SEVEN
REGION FIVE
Region Director: Tim Kaelin - 513-561-4745
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties First Sunday of the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn, 7837
Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712. Phone: 513683-0207
Clinton County Meeting –
Second Sunday of month, 11am @ American Legion Post
49, 140 E. Locust St., in Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com

Given that the AFR Bike Blessing is being held May 1st,
the Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton Counties Region 5 meeting has
been rescheduled from May 1st to be included and held at the
Clinton County Region 5 meeting on May 8th.
Clinton County Chili Cook Off results: 1st Place Jill Bare,
2nd Place Chris Newport, 3rd Place Theresa Shoemaker; Hal
Crites won the 50/50 Split the Pot.
Speaking of Clinton County, I would like to mention that
Clinton County is alive and well. Although there is currently no
coordinator, Clinton County is active as it has always been
with monthly meetings and the usual events, such as the Chili
Cook Off and the Car and Bike Show.
I received the following information from Joe Burke of
the Great Oaks Career Campus:
I need your help in spreading the word about Motorcycle
Ohio classes being offered in Wilmington Ohio.
Both the 1‐day Returning Rider class and the 3‐day Basic
Rider class include the BMV skill test waiver for a motorcycle
endorsement. The training sites provides the motorcycles,
which are 200 or 250 cc bikes – great to successfully complete
these skill test waiver classes. These classes are being offered
at the Laurel Oaks Career Campus in Wilmington. A rider
needs to have a valid Temporary Instruction Permit
Identification Card (TIPIC) before taking either class.
More experienced riders can take the BRC‐2 class or the
Advanced Rider Class using their own larger bike. These are 1‐
day classes offered in northern Cincinnati at the Scarlet Oaks
Career Campus. The BRC‐2 class includes the BMV skill test
waiver for a motorcycle endorsement.
Cost for each class is $50. Registration and additional
details are at www.Motorcycle.Ohio.gov.
That is all for now.
Tim Kaelin
Region 5 Director

REGION SIX
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties:
Bill Jenks , 937-999-7558.
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-337-2351Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck Yeahs in Piqua
Montgomery County: OPEN
Preble County, OPEN
Website: www.region6.abate.com
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Region Director: Claude Schindorff 419-619-2834
Deputy Director: Paul Baskey 567-280-2357
Region meeting: Call Director
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
Erie County/Huron County: Open
Lucas County: Open
Ottawa County: Nate Monday, 567-219-1269
Sandusky County: Bill “Grease” Willer, 419-665-2068
Seneca County: Claude Schindorff - 419-619-2834
Wood County: Open
Website: http://region7.abate.com

Region 7,
Just got back from the ABATE of Ohio State Seminar. It was
held at Mohican State Park Lodge. Beautiful country. I wanted
to move there when I was fresh out of High School, but, not
too many jobs in the area.
At the State Seminar it's always good to meet up with
members from some of the other Regions. A couple of high‐
lights of the Seminar were finally meeting up with Chuck
Stiteler of Motorcycle‐Ohio, a very intelligent and
knowledgeable person! And meeting up with Jinx, and Jim
Rhoades of ABATE of MICHIGAN. A couple of real Cut‐ups,
"Good People" Here, I won the silent bid on their book that
they had donated "We Fought the Law and Changed It" A
story of what it was like to fight and win their battle of many
years to repeal their Mandatory Helmet law for all of
Michigan riders. Thanks Guys! Heck, the Lodge even let us
have a Bon‐Fire, after hours. Good time.
Right now working on getting Proclamations from all the
local Mayors made up to be read on the steps of the State
Capital Building on April 30th. This will be after the State
Awareness Ride to Columbus, Ohio.
Got the trike back from Roeder Racing a couple weeks ago.
Yes, I did get George Roeders auto‐graph since they put an
article about the American Pickers clip in the Ride‐On
magazine. Bob Foster, from Foster Auto Body painted the
faded inner fairing. He made it look better than new. Looks
like Black Glass now, WOW!!! And George Roeder and the
boys got the trike back on the road the very next day, Thanks
Guys!!!
We're moving the Sandusky Co. Meetings from Piasons to
Plaza Lanes. Some people wanted to get away from a bar.
Plaza is more family oriented, more food choice, and if
someone wants an adult beverage, they can have that, also.
Those meetings are every third Sunday of the month @ 2:00
PM.
Getting down to the wire on the 17th Annual Back‐In‐The‐
Saddle‐Run. Rumor has it that there might be a band at the
end of the run, with camping. Hope to see ya all there, later.
Thanks, Ride Safe, Ride Free,
Bill "Grease" Willer
Reg.7, Sandusky Co. Coordinator
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REGION EIGHT

REGION NINE

Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
Email: Region8@abate.com
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
Website: www.region8.abate.com

Lets Ride Region 8,
First up, it was good to see everybody that came out to the
Spring Fling for all the fun and games, thank you. Next up,
there was 12 of us that went to the State Seminar to get a
freedom fighting recharge and hang out with fellow members
from around the state for the weekend and present our 2015
Golden Eagle award to our secretary Becky West, also our
Treasurer Becky Pierce received the 2015 Treasurers award,
and your Region 8 Director received the 2015 Spirit award,
great job, lets keep the train a rollin'.
As far as May goes, the Region meeting is the 1st at Bags
Sports Pub 136 East Main St. in Sugarcreek and our Look
Twice Save a Life Run is the 21st, find a starting point near
you (see flyer within these pages) remember ABATE members
only pay $5, contact your county coordinator.
At our March meeting, we had 26 members plus guests but
we didn't see Danny Lebo, and Ed Harper was glad he made it
and we were happy to see him.
Later,
Tim Cordray
Region 8 Director
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Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Pat Lytle - 614-296-2857
Dep. Coor. — Glen Craig - 614-551-5575
New Franklin County meeting location is Shakers Bar &
Grille, 385 Georgesville Rd, Columbus, OH 614-372-5847.
Meeting still at noon, first Sunday of the month. (January
2016 meeting moved to second Sunday due to holiday)
Pickaway and Madison Co’s: Jeff Bowersock, 614-306-2570
Combined meetings are now combined with Franklin
County
Madison County: OPEN,
Pike, Ross & Scioto Counties: OPEN

UPDATE ‐
Check out the new Summer Meeting place! ^^^^^^^
Thanks, ALL!
Roger Wright
Region 9 Director
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(Continued from Page 29, Region News)

REGION TEN
Region Director: Chris Weil - 614-975-1901
Deputy Director: Chris Long - 614-206-1742
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble Counties
Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB page for
information.

REGION ELEVEN
INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, & Washington
Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/

REGION TWELVE
Region Director: Charles “Jason” Jones - 440-261-1122,
charlesjones577@aol.com
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County
Geauga County
Lake County
Website: www.region12.abate.com
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~

REGION FOURTEEN

Crawford County - Craig Gubernath 419-563-4861
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-9229
Morrow County - Guy Campo 419-512-4270
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com
Hello everybody,
Let’s kick the year off right!
April 30th, meet us at Boondocks in Fulton, catch breakfast,
and head down to the Awareness Rally
May 28th, meet us in Ada at Little Mexico for tacos and ride
the Famous Region 14 Memorial Ride
June 5th, Region meeting in Kenton at Henry’s
June 11, MAHRA Rodeo (only the cool kids will be here!)
And last, but certainly not least,
June 17,18,19, JUNE JAM! Get it on your calendars
Gonna be a riot!
Other than that, have fun and be safe!

Pete Barnes, Region 14 Director

REGION SIXTEEN
Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com

Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: Jason Smith 740-802-8702
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Pre‐registration for June Jam Rally & Swap Meet is well under
way. The T‐Shirt has gotten fantastic remarks from everyone
who has seen it. Pre‐registration is $45 per person, which
includes the T‐shirt, and there is a form on the flyer in this
magazine.
So far we have two sponsors for June Jam. Thunder Roads
Ohio is helping us with advertising and publicity. In addition,
June Jam will be an official Ride Stop for the Buckeye Thunder
Run. Learn more about it and get a Ride Card through their
website – www.ThunderRoadsOhio.com or at specific events
in Ohio, like Ohio Bike Week.
The other sponsor we have at this time is IBEW Local 683,
who has stepped up and donated money to sponsor the Hill‐
billy Games. We really appreciate their support. Thanks to
Harley Stock for the presentation that convinced them ABATE
is an organization worth supporting.
We are still looking for more sponsors. If you need help con‐

vincing a company or organization that we are a worthy bene‐
ficiary, just ask. We have a powerpoint presentation that will
help them see the benefits of supporting ABATE.
We have chosen Tackett’s Southern Bar‐B‐Que out of Marion
and Johnny’s Dog Box near Athens as our food vendors. We
are looking forward to some good eats.
Mid‐Ohio Golf Car is waiting for your call to reserve your golf
cart for the weekend. Call them at 1‐800‐465‐3318. Try to call
them by the end of May but if you decide later, they will still
take care of you.
If you are an ABATE member and attending the party, you are
welcome to throw down a blanket at the Swap Meet and sell
your parts and goodies with no fees. We are also looking for
more Swap Meet vendors. If you know of any that may be
interested, have them call or email Harley, Mike or the office.
There is only about 45 days until the Rally, so finalize your
plans and invite your friends

I am looking for Registration volunteers for June Jam and you can call me or email
me. Thanks! Kim Chafin, State Treasurer ABATE of Ohio. 614-402-5177 or treasurer@abate.com
Likewise, there will not be any “scheduled “ work details for June Jam, this year.
Anyone who would like to help out in any way, get with Mike Stock and let him know that you would like to
work!
Help is needed for security, product trailer, trash pick up and anything else that needs done!
ALL help will be GREATLY APPERCIATED!!!!!!
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CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE
(See page 37)
Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

or call 419-294-8066
FOR SALE:
0313
2009 Rims for FLHX. Jeff @ 330-3400104 R8 area
FOR SALE:
0313
Mark Patrick HD Collectible Sculptures,
$100 - $700, approximately 30 available,
Region Zero Area.
Call George 440.293.4575
FOR SALE:
1213
Men’s black leather chaps, XL, uncut and
never worn. $120 OBO. Diane 937-4775193. R6
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FOR SALE:
0314
2 – 2006 Fatboy/Soft tail seats. New.
$300 for both or $150 each. R1 area. Call
Kent @ 740-457-7022

FOR SALE:
0615
40mm CV Carburetor + air cleaner - fits
HD. R9 area. $200.00. Call Jeff 419.947.9214

FOR SALE:
0715
FOR SALE:
1995 Boss Hoss, 350 cu in, 355HP, like
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super new, 5400 original miles. $16,000. Call
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
Charlet at 419-986-6046 R-7 area
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.
FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!

Marion Area Harley Riders 0216

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0116

Joe & Robin Pickins 0216

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0216

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 6

0216

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0216

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0216

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986
0416

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0415

www.abate.com
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ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com
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ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon

112 W Mansfield

Bucyrus

419-562-1256

6310 Columbia Rd, NW

Dover

330-878-0105

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

The Financial Concept Group, LLC

5211 Mahoning Ave #110

Austintown

330‐259‐0744

Cleveland Mortgage Service

11221 Pearl

Strongsville

800-686-4901

Cowtown Photography

740 Sugar

Westerville

614-707-1471

Captured by Lydia Photography

3652 N Amblewood Circle

Lima

419-303-5904

Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church

4819 Parson Ave

Columbus

614-491-5262

Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC

1677 Jackson Road

Columbus

614-271-8577

Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

10926 Haddix

Fairborn

937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc

2300 National Rd SW

Hebron

740-954-8004

Kaeppner’s Woods

34070 Sutton Road

Logan

740‐385‐3885

Massages by Maggie

870 Oakwood

Painesville

440-655-3927

Columbus Rehab & Renovation

611 Erikson

Whitehall

614-783-6414

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band

3190 Nolan Road

Zanesville

740-454-4827

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES
DJ’s Cycles (Repair)

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel

FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS

PHOTAGRAPHY

MISCELLANEOUS

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~
If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) is a "Not for Profit" organization.
Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

1/3
1/17
2/14
2/17
3/2
3/12
3/17
4/17
4/29
5/17
6/17
7/17
8/17
8/29
9/8
9/17
10/17
11/17
12/17

9
ABATE

Foundation

ABATE

Foundation

ABATE
ABATE

Foundation
Foundation

ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
Tom

Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Ohmer

ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
ABATE

Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation

Region 9 - The Heart of it All
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
Region 9 - The Heart of it All
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kirkbride
Thank you, Pat Lytle!
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
In Memory of George Gastner Sr.
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
HFBD, AH18
In Memory of Hump -- Brillo -- Dancer
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

9
9
9

9

9
9

Sustaining Life Members
BISH
BISH
HARVEY
CRAIG
BLAIR
BAILEY
DOLAN
PHILLIPS
WOLFER
NOE
MILLS
BLAKELY
ELGIN
SELLERS
WRIGHT
SEELINGER
MICHAUD
CRAMER
SLONKOSKY
BEREIT
VAN KIRK
BUSS
KRESSER
PERKINS

www.abate.com

BILL
DARLENE
DEAN
GLENN
RICHARD
MICHAEL A
GREG
CHARLES
ED
MICHAEL
DUANE E
DAVE
JIM
GARY N
ROGER
TOM
CURTIS
TERRY
TIM
ERIC
FRED
RALPH
SUZANNE
KEN

12
12
16
09
01
07
12
05
05
05
07
08
09
06
09
00
09
12
03
12
01
05
01
01

CUYAHOGA
CUYAHOGA
WAYNE
FRANKLIN
JEFFERSON
LUCAS
LAKE
CLERMONT
HAMILTON
CLERMONT
HURON
STARK8
FRANKLIN
CHAMPAIGN
FRANKLIN
SUMMIT
FRANKLIN
LAKE
SHELBY
LAKE
JEFFERSON
CLINTON
JEFFERSON
JEFFERSON

OutSpokin’

4/8/2016 SLM
4/8/2016 SLM
4/8/2016 SLM
4/6/2016 SLM
3/31/2016 SLM
3/30/2016 SLM
3/25/2016 SLM
3/16/2016 SLM
3/16/2016 SLM
3/14/2016 SLM
3/7/2016 SLM
2/11/2016 SLM
2/8/2016 SLM
2/8/2016 SLM
2/8/2016 SLM
2/5/2016 SLM
2/3/2016 SLM
1/21/2016 SLM
1/21/2016 SLM
1/19/2016 SLM
1/19/2016 SLM
1/15/2016 SLM
1/15/2016 SLM
1/15/2016 SLM
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Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH 43623

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
DATE: ____-____-____
__ Single Member Dues $30/year
__ Couple Member Dues $50/year

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________

Printed Newsletter? Yes _____/ No _____
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

