Want to Meet‐up? This is a Public Event
There are organized rides which leave your area and meet at A.D. Farrow North Star
in Sunbury just north of Columbus, Ohio.
Here’s how to find one:
Go to page 3 and find your county on the map.
 Use that region number to find a Region Director or Deputy Director (DD) in your area.
 Look at the Region list and call the person whose name is the first or second listed under
that region, OR your county’s coordinator if one is listed. They will give you the details of
where and when they will be leaving. The times will be early in the morning so that we may


ride from A.D. Farrow’s at noon sharp. Rain or Shine, We Ride!

R1 Motorcycle Swap Meet 4.3.2016
R14 Fostoria Awareness Rally 4.29.2016
R16 Out of Hibernation Run 5.7.2016

See page 21 for the After Rally Party info
immediately following the
Statehouse MC Awareness Ceremony.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators
**State Deputy Directors: A: Tim “TJ” Johnson 330-360-7752
(**Legend is beside Map below) C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198
Region Zero
Barbara Tittle
330-677-1845
DD-Jamie Hart
330-766-2110
Columbiana County Open
Mahoning County
Jeff Beatty
330-647-8420
Portage/Summit Counties Open
Stark County
Open
Trumbull County
Jeff Beatty
330-647-8420
Region 01
Vickie Rayl
DD OPEN
Belmont County
Lee Irwin
Harrison County
Jefferson County
Larry Dobbins, Sr.
Monroe County

417-737-4874

Open

Region 06
Dave Griffin
937-381-7483
DD-Keith Kittle
937-489-6920
Champaign/Clark Counties
Lawrence Taylor 937-626-6958
Darke / Miami Counties
Jerry Brewer
937-337-2351
Greene County
Lawrence Taylor 937-626-6958
Montgomery County Open
Preble County
Open

Lawrence County
Gallia County
Jackson County
Meigs County
Washington County

Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 12
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Ashtabula County
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones 440-261-1122
Cuyahoga County
Open
Geauga County
Open
Lake County
Open

Wayne Snyder
Medina County
Garret Robison
Richland County
Deborah Stephens
Wayne County
Cowboy Whitman

440-774-2566
330-278-2714
419-689-9459
330-567-3127

STATE OFFICE
800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644

www.abate.com
740-310-0992
Open
740-765-4825
Open

Region 02
“Smoke” James
740-819-0645
DD ‘Terry Billy
740-672-3886
Coshocton County Open
Guernsey County
Open
Licking County
Open
Holmes County
Open
Knox County
Open
Muskingum County
“Smoke” James
740-819-0645
Region 03
Mark Davis
Allen County
Dana Frost
Auglaize County
Logan County
Jack Linet
Mercer County
Paulding County
Putnam County
Donna Schimmoller
Shelby County
Van Wert County

Highland County

B: Paul Rayl 417-737-1314
D: Jim Sprague 419-680-8584

419-235-7581
419-229-0982
Open
937-539-0941
Open
Open
419-453-3890
Open
Open

Region 04
Ruby Worchuck
419-256-2560
Defiance County
Open
Fulton County
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County
Don Buehrer
419-579-4878
Williams County
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752
Region 05
Tim Kaelin
513-561-4745
DD Denny Wichert 513-410-1930
Adams/Brown County Open
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s. Open
Clinton County
Open
Fayette County
Open

www.abate.com

Region 07
Claude Schindorff
DD– Paul Baskey
Erie County
‘Huron County
Lucas County
Ottawa County
Nate Monday
Sandusky County
Bill “Grease” Willer
Seneca County
Claude Schindorff
Wood County

419-619-2834
567-280-2357
Open
Open
Open
567-219-1269
419-665-2068
419-619-2834
Open

Region 08
Tim Cordray
740-269-1213
DD: Rusty Pierce 330-340-8882
Carroll County
Charlie Woods
740-945-613
Stark County
Terry West
330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County
Terry L Correll
330-243-1681
Region 09
Roger Wright
DD Cynthia Piper
Delaware County
Franklin County
Pat Lytle
Madison County
Pickaway County
Jeff Bowersock
Pike, Ross &
Scioto Counties
Union County

Region 14
Pete Barnes
DD-Jason Smith
Crawford County
Craig Gubernath
Hancock County
Ed Schetter
Hardin County
Jeremy Billenstein
Marion County
Rocky Hunt
Morrow County
Guy Campo
Wyandot County
Lisa Barnes
Region 16
Cowboy Whitman
DD–Wayne Snyder
Ashland County
Wayne Snyder
Holmes County
Cowboy Whitman
Lorain County

419-722-9941
740-802-8702

State Board Members
are Listed on Page 5

419-563-4861
419-937-4341
740-360-0760
614-560-9229
419-512-4270
419-294-8066

330-567-3127
440-774-2566
440-774-2566

Region Directors and
County Coordinators
NOTE: Updates should
be sent to:
outspokin@abate.com

~ AND ~
stateoffice@abate.com

330-567-3127

614-286-7676
614-747-0788
Open
614-296-2857
Open
614-306-2570
Open
Open

Region 10
Chris Weil
DD-Chris Long
Hocking County
Fairfield County
Perry County
Vinton County
Morgan County
Noble County

614-975-1901
614-206-1742
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Region 11
Call State office
Athens County

800-25-BIKER
Open
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See List Above
**St. Deputy Director Areas:
A: R’s Zero, 8, 12 & 16
B: R’s 1, 2, 10 &11
C: R’s 9,5 & 6
D: R’s 3, 4, 7, & 14
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April and we will be presenting our
State Motorcycle Awareness Rally and
Parade April 30th, as many of you know
the first Saturday in May there was a
ABATE
conflict with that State House Schedule
so we opted for April 30th, 1 day before
of Ohio, Inc.
the Start of the Month of May instead of
COB Corner
backing up to May 14th when the month
would be half over, not a good fit to
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
declare the Month of May as Motorcycle
Chairman of the Board
Awareness Month. Speaking of the
Awareness Rally I just returned from the
Governor’s Office with the 2016
Resolution in hand and once again
Governor John R. Kasich and Lieutenant Governor Mary Taylor have provided us with
a most excellent document Proclaiming May as Motorcycle Awareness Month in the
Great State of Ohio. Every time we have asked Governor Kasich for a Resolution, he
has provided us with the most well thought out and professional work of art called a
Resolution and this is why we have chosen him to receive our Legislator of the Year
Award 2015.
As you read this article the Sate Seminar will be in our rearview mirror and I
would like to Recognize the Committee for a most Excellent Program and all of you
who supported the Seminar by attending. I trust you gathered some very valuable
information to carry one the good fight and a burst of energy to get the 2016 riding
season off to a tremendous start. A Hearty Well Done! To the Staff at Mohican State
Park for providing such a relaxed and warm place for us to hold the Event. Thank You
One and All!
We received a Letter from one of our hard working Life Members, Lion Man this
week titled “Back To Basics”, this is the kind of feedback we are looking for to help
keep the lines of communication open between the State Board of Directors and our
Members, some good points were raised and will generate much discussion at the
March State Board of Directors Meeting and also the State Seminar, next month I will
keep you updated.
United We Stand,
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin
chairofboard@abate.com

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio,
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio
motorcyclists.

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to
a thirty percent administration fee.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in
preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.
Annual dues are $30 single, $50 couple.
========================================

STATE OFFICE INFO
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
1-800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. (local)
Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)

Office Hours:
Monday Thru Friday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
email: stateoffice@abate.com
The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is
published monthly. Deadline is the first of each
month preceding the issue month.
Guidelines for material publication: You may submit
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events.
Stories and articles about motorcycling are also
welcome. Each are accepted on a case by case basis.
We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters,
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.

Advertising Information:

800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com
ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse
any advertising or display that we deem to be
inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for
publication. Display of business names,
advertisements or supporters is not and shall
not be construed as an endorsement by
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed.
Ad form pg 36 or request one by email
to outspokin@abate.com
========================================

STATE BOARD MEMBERS

ABATE of Ohio: www.abate.com
State of Ohio: www.ohio.gov
AMA: www.ama-cycle.org/
www.abatelegal.com
MRF: www.mrf.org/

www.abate.com

NCOM: www.ON-A-BIKE.com
OMTA: www.ohiotrails.org/
www.roadhazard.org

OutSpokin’

Chairman of the Board: Jim Elgin
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman: Ed Schetter
ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague
Ex Officio Officer: Mike Noe
Executive Director: Ed Schetter
Treasurer: Kim Chafin
Secretary: Cindy Balach
Deputy Directors: A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl
C: Kolman Fuzy - D: Jim Sprague
State Security Dir.: John Shankster
State Products: OPEN
State News Dir.: Lisa Barnes, Int /Diane Thompson
Government Relations Dir.: Scott “Woody” Wood
Safety & Ed. Director: Mike Stock
State Events Director: Bill Balach
Technical Director: Tim “TJ” Johnson
Office Staff: Chris Winchester
Ohio MRF Rep: Robin Biltz Pickens
NCOM Rep: Larry Morgan
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little rust on them that needs cleaned up. There’s no shame in
doing a little practicing before riding with friends again, we
can all use a refresher. And speaking of refreshers, Motorcy‐
cle Ohio has basic and Experience rider classes available. If
ABATE
you are unendorsed, take that basic rider class and get your
of Ohio, Inc.
For many endorsement. That training might just save your life.
years in a row
Let’s get those numbers moving in the right direc‐
Executive Director
motorcycle fatali‐ tion.
Ed
Sorry if I seem to have a one track mind this month, I
ties have gone
“Enjoying the Ride”
down, until 2015. just came from sentencing for the drunk that killed the 2
Schetter
friends of mine I mentioned earlier.
This is a pretty
incredible feat
seeing how the
number of motorcycles on the road keeps going up and up and Ride Safe and Ride Again,
Ed Schetter
up. But last year fatalities went up. There were three in my
Executive Director
home county all of which happened very close to the route I
ABATE of Ohio Inc.
take to work each and every day. 2 were killed by a drunk
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com
driver going left of center and the other was a right of way
violation that killed the rider within a ¼ mile of his home. I
always think about the fatalities as I see the reports monthly.
We need to do everything possible to make the increase in
fatalities seen in 2015 the exception not the rule. To those
that count, these are numbers. To those that ride, those num‐
bers represent friends, family and someone’s company that
will never be enjoyed again.
Saturday April 30th is the Awareness Rally in Colum‐
bus. Get together your proclamations. We have always had
well over 200 presented from all over the state. This year let’s
set our Goal for between 300 and 400. When you ask for a
proclamation, ask whatever official you are talking to if they
would also put in a press release to the local paper, radio sta‐
tion, etc. Let’s get the word out to look out for us. All that
running into us stuff hurts, and sometime much worse.
The volunteers that put on the Awareness Classes
for driver’s education classes, keep up the good work. Remind
the young people to look for us, and hopefully they point us
out to their parents as well.
Place the Look Twice Save A Life sign back in your
yard. Remember that it’s not just the sign that’s been growing
dust over the winter. Most people’s riding skills as well as
most drivers’ look for motorcycle skills have been growing a
My report this
month is going to
be on only one
subject: SAFETY

www.abate.com
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This article
is being written
prior to The
State Seminar,
ABATE
but will be published and
of Ohio, Inc.
mailed after the
Government Relations
seminar. See
Director
next month's
article for deScott “Woody” Wood
tails on what
took place.
I would like
to thank Robin
Biltz Pickens
for all her work on dealing with the hotel on accommodations
and for her help in organizing the program. I would also like
to thank Mike Stock for his help with the program. Also on

www.abate.com

the list of thank you is Barb Tittle. She volunteered on getting
a keynote speaker this year
Thank you to our sponsors, Rod Taylor for sponsoring
lunch, ABATE of Ohio Foundation for sponsoring lunch, and
Reineke Motors for sponsoring coffee and doughnuts.
Thank you to everyone that lead a session. Most of all
thank you to everyone that attended. I hope the seminar met
your expectations.
Regards,
Scott "Woody" Wood
State Government Relations Director
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
woody702001@yahoo.com

OutSpokin’
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Hi Friends,
When you get
this article it will be just
four weeks till the MoABATE
torcycle Awareness
of Ohio, Inc.
Rally and After Rally
Safety & Education
Party. Before that, we
Director
have some hard facts to
look at. This year has
Mike Stock
not gotten off to very
good start. To start, on
the first day of this year
we had a fatality and there is now one more making 2 fatalities
and 61 crashes for 2016, compared to 0 fatalities and 27
crashes for 2015. Yes, the weather has been better than last
year but that is no excuse. We need to start out slow and get
back in riding shape and have fun.
Now back to Motorcycle Awareness month, the Motorcycle Awareness Rally and After Rally Party. This year the
Rally will be on Saturday, April 30th, one day before Motorcycle Awareness Month begins. We’ll kick it off in great style by
shutting down I-71 from Sunbury to downtown Columbus,
going to the Statehouse to read proclamations and to get inspired by guest speakers, and let everyone know that we are
back out on the Ohio Roads again. (see flier on this page)
ABATE of Ohio Inc. has been informing Motorcyclists and Motorists for years that we need to “Educate, not
Legislate”. By educating motorists through “Look Twice Save
a Life” signs, billboards , truck signs and bumper stickers, we
have made a difference. And with Motorcycle Ohio
www.motorcycle.ohio.gov/ training motorcyclists to properly
ride motorcycles, we are making a difference. In the past five
years we have decreased the number of fatalities. A few facts:
Motorcycle riders at fault 53%. At fault crashes caused by
UNENDORSED rider 45.8%. Crashes involving UNENDORSED riders 42.1%. Motorcycle Ohio trained in crashes
20.2% and Motorcycle Ohio trained at fault crashes 10.2%. We
need to get these unendorsed riders trained they will become
safer riders. These riders are our friends so help them get
signed up today.

www.abate.com

We are still gathering Motorcycle Awareness Month
Proclamations to read on the State House Steps. If you can stop
at your Mayors office, Town ship Commissioners office, and
even your State Legislators office and ask them to give you a
Proclamation. I have samples of letters of introduction and
proclamations. Give me a call and I will mail or email to you.
Ride within your limits,
Mike Stock
Safety and Education Director
mikestock419@gmail.com

OutSpokin’
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ROBIN BILTZ PICKENS — ABATE OF OHIO — MRF REP
Thursday May 12th, 2016 --- Bikers Inside the
Belt Way. Here is the hotel information…..
The Governor House Inn
6650 Arlington Boulevard
Falls Church, VA 22042
http://governorhouseinn.com/
Phone: (703) 532-8900
The rooms are blocked for May11-13, 2016 at a
rate of $89.00 a night, ask for the Bikers in the Beltway
group rate or use Group ID#1145. You will need to contact your senator and congress person and set up an
appointment. As soon as you have that appointment,
please let me know, we need to coordinate the meetings
so we do not have them all at once.
If you just need a good ride the beginning of the
month try Heartland Steam being held in Sioux Falls, SD
on April 1-3rd; Best Western Ramkota – Sioux Falls, SD;
200 W. Maple St, Sioux Falls, SD 57107 (605) 3360650. Rooms are $94.99 ask for MRF/Heartland
STEAM rate. www.SiouxFalls.BWRamkota.com. This
is a mini MOTM.
The MRF has not replaced Jeff Hennie as of the

www.abate.com

writing of this article, they have an advertisement out, it
could be elsewhere in this issue, so if you know of anyone who would be interested and is qualified, please get
them this information or have them email kirk@mrf.org.
Do not forget about Ohio’s Awareness Rally on April
30th, this is our way of letting central Ohio know that we
are back on the roads.
Hope everyone had a good time and learned a lot at
the ABATE of Ohio State Seminar, this is a great deal
for your money and while you are learning what’s going
on in Ohio, how to help ABATE move forward, you get to
hang out with all your ABATE friends from all over the
state.
ABATE of Ohio Foundation is having a LOOK
TWICE SAVE A LIFE day in Sandusky Ohio on August
27th, this is the day we give away the raffle bike and we
will be having events going on all day. Please come up
early and join in the fun. Don’t forget to buy your ticket
on the raffle bike, you have a better chance of winning
the bike than the lottery!!! See you on the road, ride
safe and free.

OutSpokin’
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ANXIETY VANISHED AT THE LAST REST STOP.

IT’S TIME TO RIDE.

SUPERIOR MOTORCYCLE
COVERAGE IS CLOSER
THAN IT APPEARS.

Ride with Rider. Get your quote today.
Visit rider.com or call (844) 276-0155.
Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.

www.abate.com
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all BIKERS and ABATE MEMBERS at www.silentpocket.com: patch16 or call 831-531-8199 or e-mail
sales@silent-pocket.com for bulk order discounts.

THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E‐NEWS SERVICE is brought to
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the
Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in
any kind of accident, call us at 1‐(800) ON‐A‐BIKE or
visit www.ON‐A‐BIKE.com.

BIKER ATTIRE ALLOWED IN NEW MEXICO
COURTROOMS
Declaring “A great victory for our community,” Annette
Torrez, chair of the New Mexico Motorcycle Rights
Organization (NMMRO) and National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM) board of directors, announced that; We
received the following message from Chief Justice Judge Nash
concerning motorcycle vests in District Courthouse, "Please be
informed that the Bernalillo County Sheriff's Department will
NOT be requiring members of your organization to turn their
vests inside out upon entry into the Second Judicial District
Courthouse and its' Courtrooms in the future."

The NMMRO and the NNMCOC (Northern New Mexico
Confederation of Clubs) sent Judge Nash a letter regarding an
issue in which Bernalillo Sheriff Officers were asking the
Guardians of the Children to remove their vests and turn them
inside out so none of the patches were visible. “These vests
RIDING “OFF THE GRID” -- HOW TO ESCAPE GPS
and patches are what identify them to the abused children who
TRACKING ON YOUR MOTORCYCLE
Freedom of the Road isn’t that free these days. “We often talk they are there to support in court under difficult circumstance
about what you can do to protect your privacy, but more often as these children have to face their perpetrators or
have to sometimes testify,” explained Torrez. “While we can
than not we accept the technology given to us by large
all benefit from this victory, it is the abused children from our
corporations with government influence,” writes Gil Mellen,
community who will benefit most, as now members of
ABATE of California’s rep to the Southern California
motorcycle community can continue to support and
Confederation of Clubs (SCCOC), “And with that ease our
phones store more than just our private information, they are a accompany them in court. Your voices were heard as we
collection source for who we are, what we do and where we go united in support.”
24/7.”
Nash’s message specifically denotes “members of your
organization" which is why “it is so important we as
Turning your phone off or on airplane mode doesn’t cut it
motorcyclists join and support the NMMRO, an organization
either, he explains. In order to truly be undetectable to
ANYONE you must use a first line of defense on your phone, that stands and fights for your rights, freedoms and liberties,”
such as Silent Pocket. By employing a Silent Pocket “Faraday said Torrez, adding; “Thank you to Judge Nash for doing the
right thing as we believe our 1st Amendment was being
cage” (conductive material surrounding a piece of equipment
violated. We must also remember that we must be respectful at
to exclude electrostatic and electromagnetic influences) you
can block all wireless signals to and from your mobile device. all times in our courthouse, we must be on our best behavior so
that we may continue to wear our patches and motorcycle
related attire in the courthouse. I want to thank the Guardians
Once placed inside the stylish leather case, your device is
of the Children for bringing this to our attention. Thank you to
completely sealed -- No GPS tracking, NO cellular, NO wifi,
Double D from The Motorcycle Profiling Project and Attorney
NO Bluetooth, and NO RFID scanning or NFC in all
Dan Sorey for their support and advice in addressing this
frequencies. Additionally, Silent Pocket cases protect your
financial information from credit card skimming and scanning. issue.”
So if you're heading to a large biker event and want no one to
know your whereabouts, simply put your phone inside the case
and wherever you go is OFF THE GRID. Once you remove
your phone, any missed voicemails, data, or messages are
downloaded. Your location is also known at that point.
“Silent Pocket is in the privacy accessory market for the long
haul.” stated Aaron Zar, Silent Pocket Co-Founder. “As the
methods hackers use to compromise security continue to
evolve, so will our products.”
Silent Pocket is a proud supporter of SAVE THE PATCH and
they offer an exclusive 15% off discount code for

www.abate.com

MANIFESTO ON THE MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY AND
FREEDOM OF THE ROAD
“I read your recent (NCOM Biker Newsbytes) report and the
piece about the NCOM board requesting input on motorcycle
issues to discuss at the upcoming NCOM Convention,” writes
Keith “Bandit” Ball of Bikernet.com and former editor of
Easyriders magazine. “I have a major bitch and a project that
could save the custom motorcycle aftermarket and place
freedom at the forefront of our nation once more.”
WHEN YOU CAN’T GIVE UP, WRITE -- A Brief Manifesto;
(Continued on Page 15, NCOM Biker Newsbytes )
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National and Regional News

sion. The bill would allow riders 21 and older to choose whether to
wear a helmet and would establish a brain injury trust fund, using a
$19 hike in motorcycle registration fees.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) has
introduced legislation that would designate five existing off-highwayvehicle recreation areas encompassing 142,000 acres in the California
desert as permanent Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Areas. The
Desert Conservation, Off-Road Recreation and Renewable Energy
Act is a revised version of desert legislation the senator introduced in
2015, which also included the designation of three new national
monuments. President Barack Obama used his authority under the
American Antiquities Act of 1906 this month to designate the Mojave
Trails, Sand to Snow and Castle Mountains national monuments
covering more than 1.8 million acres of California desert. And Feinstein pledged at that time to introduce legislation to address the aspects of her 2015 bill that the president did not include in his designations. Feinstein says her bill, introduced Feb. 23, “includes all of the
carefully negotiated provisions from the bill introduced last year,
minus the three monuments.” The bill includes permanent protection
for five off-highway recreation areas covering 142,000 acres. Wayne
Allard, AMA vice president for government relations, said the association is currently reviewing the merits of the Feinstein bill.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – A bill sponsored by state Rep. Jay Reedy (RErin) that would exempt drivers and passengers 21 or older from the
requirement to wear a helmet while operating or riding a motorcycle,
if the person is covered by health or medical insurance other than
insurance through TennCare, is stalled in the House Finance Committee while Reedy tries to answer questions from legislators. Reedy took
the bill “off notice,” but said it is not dead this session. There will be
no further consideration of the bill unless Reedy asks to bring it back
up.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Coalition for Recreational Trails is
accepting nominations through April 4 for its 2016 achievement
awards, which recognize outstanding trail projects funded by the
federal Recreational Trails Program. Awards are scheduled for presentation on June 8. Projects must be completed to be eligible, but
those finished before 2008 are not eligible for consideration. Complete details are available from Duane Taylor, director of federal
affairs for the Motorcycle Industry Council and chairman of the coalition’s awards committee, at coalitionforrectrails@gmail.com or at
(703) 416-0444.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah – The ongoing effort to save the Bonneville Salt Flats International Speedway got support from state legislators in February. A resolution urges the U.S. Bureau of Land Management to restore the speedway “to safe high-speed racing conditions.”
The resolution unanimously passed the House Natural Resources,
Agriculture and Environment Committee. The Salt Flats are facing a
depletion of salt that forced the cancellation of all 2015 racing events.
The AMA is working with the Save the Salt Coalition, the Utah Alliance and other groups and government officials to devise a plan to
save the Bonneville Salt Flats.

JACKSON, Miss. – Motorcyclists would be allowed to use the
shoulder of the road to proceed around “stalled traffic” under H.B.
109, introduced by state Rep. William Tracy Arnold (R-Booneville).
The provision would apply if traffic is moving at a speed of less than
30 mph and the motorcycle travels no more than 10 mph faster than
other traffic. The bill also would prohibit other motorists from impeding motorcyclists engaging in this maneuver.

SEATTLE, Wash. – The first meeting of the state’s Motorcycle
Safety Education Advisory Board is scheduled for 6 p.m. March 19 at
the Moto Shed, 3208 Queen Anne Ave. North. The advisory board
represents the state’s motorcyclists in the development of the Motorcycle Safety Program, including operator training programs, safety
education and outreach efforts. The board meets a minimum of four
times a year. Those attending the meeting will be able to share their
views with the board.

State News

LUCERNE VALLEY, Calif. – Representatives of the U.S. Marine
Corps and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management have scheduled a
Resource Management Group meeting on April 2 to discuss land use
in the Johnson Valley area, including the Marines’ plan for a largescale exercise during the month of August that will occur on the
shared-use area. The meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. till noon at the
Lucerne Valley Community Center. More information is available
BLACK RIVER FALLS, Wis. – All-terrain-vehicle recreation
from the public affairs office of the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat brings about $7.8 million a year to the economy of Jackson County,
Center at smbplmswebpao@usmc.mil or at (760) 830-6213.
according to a study reported by the Jackson County Chronicle. The
majority of people using the 110 miles of local ATV trails come from
DENVER, Colo. – The state’s effort to make lane splitting legal for
outside the county and register a high rate of return visits, the study
motorcyclists died on an 8-5 vote of the Transportation and Energy
found. The study was a collaborative effort among the county governCommittee of the legislature. Sponsor Gordon Klingenschmitt (Rment, the Black River Area Chamber of Commerce and a local ATV
Colorado Springs) told the Colorado press he was pleased the bill
club. The trails hosted 23,750 visitors in 2015, including 21,600 for
received as many positive votes as it did. Two major opponents of the outside the county.
bill were the committee chairman, Max Tyler (D-Lakewood) and the
Colorado Highway Patrol. They claimed that not enough evidence
was available to demonstrate that lane splitting is safe.
Industry News
LINCOLN, Neb. – A bill to repeal the state’s mandatory motorcycle
helmet law passed the state Legislature’s Transportation and Telecommunications Committee by a 5-1 vote, and two senators immediately promised to filibuster efforts to get the bill through. State Sen.
Dave Bloomfield (R-Hoskins) has made the bill his priority this ses-
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UNINSURED UNDERINSURED - IF YOUR AGENT
SAYS WAIVE IT - WAIVE HIM
Q. My insurance agent says I can save money on the insurance policy for my motorcycle if I waive the “uninsured - underinsured coverage”, since I do not ride much. Should I?
ABATE OF OHIO MEMBER.
A. Ok - a quick insurance lesson here. As we should know,
uninsured coverage in your motorcycle policy provides coverage for your injuries when the dirt bag that runs over you has
no insurance. Underinsurance coverage provides coverage for
you when that same dirt bag’s does not have enough coverage
to take care of you. And that is assuming that you have taken
my advice and upped your limits to do that. If you have not,
shame on you and shame on me for not being more persuasive.
Even though Uninsured/Underinsured coverage is not required
in the state of Ohio NEVER waive that provision. Ever. Uninsured/Underinsured coverage supplements your own policy
and protects you from a situation where another driver is atfault and either has no insurance or has insurance that is insufficient to cover your losses. AND IT IS CHEAP RELATIVELY SPEAKING! For example, if the other driver has
$25,000 of coverage and your medical and rehabilitative costs
are $50,000, then your own insurer would pay the remaining
$25,000 - that is, IF you have purchased sufficient UIM protection.
For those of us who travel to Daytona for Bike-Week, the insurance limits in Florida are unconscionably low. That is the
land of people who drive - and shouldn’t. (And I realize that I
may be in that category myself someday) We are seeing too
many cases of not enough insurance coverage on the adverse
vehicle to even pay for your flight to the hospital and emergency treatment at the scene, much less for your lost wages,
medical bills, temporary/permanent impairment, pain and suffering. Well you get the idea. Take care of yourself and never
waive that coverage. If you do and the little old lady with blue
hair gets you, expect a whole bunch of sad looks from me that
says, “I told you so”.
Q: I got a letter from my insurance company that stated that
due to a new statute, a motor vehicle which is operated in a
highway right-of-way must be covered by liability insurance.
A highway right‑of–way is 25 feet from the center of the lane
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on “most” rural roads. This means no dirt bikes, ATV or snowmobile riding down property lines or fence rows along roads. It
also means checking my mail on my ATV and parking at the
edge of my drive could result in a ticket. Even mowing grass
along the road in your front yard could get you an insurance
ticket on your lawn mower. I don’t recall hearing of this proposal before. ABATE OF ILLINOIS MEMBER
A: ABATE lawyer George Tinkham provided us with an explanation for this one for Illinois. (We will cover Indiana, Ohio
and other states in a later column.) The Governor of Illinois
signed Public Act 96‑0279 into law. This Act did not amend
§7‑601 of the Illinois Vehicle Code (IVC) (625 ILCS 5/7‑601)
which excludes vehicles not designed for use on public highways from the mandatory liability insurance requirement. It
did, however, amend §11‑1426.1 of the IVC by adding subsection (g), which reads:
(g) Any person who operates a non‑highway vehicle on a
street, highway, or roadway shall be subject to the mandatory
insurance requirements under Article VI of Chapter 7 of this
Code.
PA 96‑0279 also requires the operator of such vehicle to have
a driver’s license. Whether that license has to have the proper
motorcycle endorsement is unclear.
Even though the Vehicle Code now has contradictory language, the language in §11‑1426.1 which requires insurance
(and a driver’s license) will prevail. This means that your letter
is correct: off‑road vehicles must be covered by liability insurance when on the right‑of‑way of a public highway.
It is not uncommon to see a twelve year old riding an ATV or
dirt bike along the right‑of‑way fence on the public highway
side traveling between his home and a favorite off‑road riding
area. This change to the IVC means that his off‑road vehicle
must now be insured. A more absurd consequence of PA 96‑0279 is what happens when a landowner uses a riding mower
to cut grass on the right‑of‑way by his home or farm. Silly as
it seems, arguably the mower may have to have vehicle insur‐
ance, even though most homeowner/farm policies will pro‐
vide coverage for an occurrence while mowing. If the agent
for your farm/home insurance says you do not need addi‐
tional coverage for the off‐road vehicle, send him an email
confirming same with a cc to me. And show him this article.
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(Continued from Page 12- NCOM)
“Sounds ominous but it’s not, then again it is a tough alteration to
current government thinking. And I believe our industry could be at
the forefront.
Why can’t we prove that Freedom always needs to be a consideration?
Why can’t we prove that all the custom motorcycles in the country will
never have any significant impact on the environment and agencies
need to leave us alone?

A House committee in Kansas kicked the tires of a bill creating a
special driving examination and license for people who ride
increasingly popular three-wheeled motorcycles. Under current Kansas
law, individuals are required to take a test on a two-wheeled
motorcycle even if they own and plan to ride a machine with three
wheels. House Bill 2436 would establish a special class of motorcycle
licensing that aligns the examination with the type of vehicle to be
driven.
Three-wheel licenses issued under the proposed law would forbid the
person from legally riding a two-wheeled motorcycle, but anyone
passing the two-wheel test could ride both motorcycle variations.

If we were successful, this could place Freedom at the forefront in
many applications from hot rods, to go carts, to speed boats.”
As evidence of governmental regulation usurping personal rights, Ball
(Bandit@Bikernet.com) submitted the following news release on
behalf of SEMA (Specialty Equipment Market Association) entitled
“EPA Seeks to Prohibit Conversion of Vehicles into Racecars”:
“The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has proposed a
regulation to prohibit conversion of vehicles originally designed for onroad use into racecars and make the sale of certain products for use on
such vehicles illegal. The proposed regulation was contained within a
non-related proposed regulation entitled ‘Greenhouse Gas Emissions
and Fuel Efficiency Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines
and Vehicles - Phase 2’.

House Speaker Ray Merrick (R-Stilwell) urged the House’s Vision
2020 Committee to endorse the “friendly, common-sense update to
Kansas statutes.”
“Considering the vast differences in the physical requirements between
two- and three-wheeled motorcycles,” Merrick said, “it is reasonable
that a person who can only ride a three-wheeled motorcycle should be
allowed to take their license training and test on the type of motorcycle
they will be using.”

Brian Thompson, a lobbyist with ABATE of Kansas, said the reform
proposed by the House bill would benefit young and old riders alike.
“Those with less skills would be able to feel the independence and
The regulation would impact all vehicle types, including the sports
freedom of the road if they desire,” Thompson told the Topeka Capitalcars, sedans and hatch-backs commonly converted strictly for use at the Journal newspaper.
track. While the Clean Air Act prohibits certain modifications to motor
vehicles, it is clear that vehicles built or modified for racing, and not
NEW MOTORCYCLE HAZARD - TEENS WALKING WHILE
used on the streets, are not the ‘motor vehicles’ that Congress intended DISTRACTED
to regulate.
Motorcycle riders have a lot to watch for when cruising through an
urban environment such as a city or town. While the first focus may be
‘This proposed regulation represents overreaching by the agency, runs other vehicles, a new study shows bikers should watch for teens
contrary to the law and defies decades of racing activity where EPA
crossing the road while distracted by their smartphone.
has acknowledged and allowed conversion of vehicles,’ said SEMA
President and CEO Chris Kersting.
According to research released by Safe Kids Worldwide, with support
from FedEx, distraction plays a role as 50% of teens admit they cross
Working with other affected organizations, including those
streets while using a mobile device, and an alarming 40% admit to
representing legions of professional and hobbyist racers and fans,
actually being hit or nearly hit by a car, bike or motorcycle while
SEMA will continue to oppose the regulation through the
walking.
administrative process and will seek congressional support and judicial
intervention as necessary. The EPA has indicated it expects to publish Of the teens who have been hit or nearly hit report crossing the street
final regulations by July 2016.”
while: 47% listening to music, 20% talking on the phone, and 18%
were texting.
BILL IN WASHINGTON WOULD ALLOW MOTORCYCLES ON
“Every hour of every day, a teen is hit or killed while walking,” said
SHOULDERS IN TRAFFIC
Kate Carr, President and CEO of Safe Kids Worldwide. “Texting and
Washington State might give motorcyclists preferential treatment on
walking or driving can be fatal. That's why we're asking everyone to
some highways during traffic jams under a bill that has the support of
put phones down when crossing the street.”
the state Senate. The measure would give motorcyclists permission to
drive on the far left shoulders of divided highways when traffic is
TEENAGER CAUTIONED AFTER SERIOUSLY INJURING
moving under 25 miles an hour.
MOTORCYCLIST A 14-year-old boy was recently “cautioned” by
police after causing “life-changing injuries” to a motorcyclist by tying
“It really is about relieving congestion,” said State Senator Tim
a rope between two trees on a woodland path. The 17-year-old rider
Sheldon (D-Mason County), the bill’s sponsor. He tried passing a bill was rushed to the hospital with serious neck and wind-pipe injuries
last year that would have allowed what’s known as “lane splitting,”
after hitting the rope while riding in woods near St Neots,
allowing bikers to ride between cars stopped in traffic, but that bill
Cambridgeshire, UK, and he spent seven weeks in the hospital
failed.
including two-and-a-half in an induced coma. The boy, who admitted
responsibility under questioning by police, was issued a youth caution
Sen. Sheldon told CBS King5 News in Olympia that his
for causing grievous bodily harm without intent. He must also attend
proposal would alleviate traffic and make highways safer for
sessions with the Youth Offending Service.
motorcycle riders in heavy traffic. ”When congestion basically stops
traffic, a motorcyclist… they’re vulnerable to over-heating as well as
being rear-ended.”
KANSAS HOUSE SPEAKER GIVES HORSEPOWER TO 3WHEELER REFORM BILL
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tor vehicle registered as a recreational vehicle under this Code
on any highway of this State unless such motor vehicle is
RADAR LOVE ON A BIKE
equipped with both a front and rear bumper.
Q: I have a radar detector mounted in my bike, and I ride
Section 1-106.5 of the IVC (625 ILCS 5/1-106.5) defines
through Ohio, Indiana and Illinois a lot. A friend told me that
“bumper” as:
they were illegal. I know that jammers are illegal, but I thought Any device or system of devices protruding from and attached
that detectors were ok. What’s the situation? Freedom of the
to the front and rear of a motor vehicle that has been designed
Road Riders Member.
to be used to absorb the impact of a collision. For the purposes
of this Code, a bumper also includes a device or system of
A: First, let’s define our terms. A radar detector is used by
devices similar in design to those with which new motor vehimotorists to detect if their speed is being monitored by police
cles are equipped.
or law enforcement so the driver can reduce the car's speed
A protruding hitch bar is clearly not “designed to … absorb the
before being ticketed for speeding. An active laser jammer
impact of a collision.” In fact, it interferes with the protection a
sends out its own radar wavelength to defeat a radar detector.
rear bumper might otherwise provide both to the vehicle being
To jam police laser guns, laser jammers first must detect the
light emitted by a police officer's laser gun - normally infrared struck and the object striking that vehicle. Thus, a court could
light on the 904 nm wavelength. After detecting the radar
reasonably find that a vehicle operated with a protruding hitch
detectors gun's light, the jammer will send out light on the
bar is in violation of §12-608 of the Illinois Vehicle Code.
same wavelength at a higher intensity, effectively confusing
Sections 11-208 & -208.1 of the IVC (625 ILCS 5/11-208 & the gun into returning a no speed-reading.
208.1) allow units of local government to enact local ordiIn general, radar detectors are legal across the US, with the
nances that are not inconsistent with the Vehicle Code. It apexception of Virginia, Washington DC, and on military bases.
pears that local authorities could ticket drivers of vehicles with
In Canada, the only three provinces that allow the use of radar
a protruding hitch bar based on the Vehicle Code and would
detectors are Alberta, British Columbia and Saskatchewan.
not need a local ordinance. If such an ordinance were enacted,
However, radar detectors are illegal in all commercial vehicles
however, it does not appear to me to be inconsistent with the
weighing more than 10,000 pounds anywhere in the US.
Vehicle Code. We will cover Indiana and Illinois in a future
Laser jammers are legal in most states, except for Nebraska,
column.
Minnesota, Utah, California, Oklahoma, Virginia, Colorado,
Illinois and Washington, D.C. So watch out in Illinois with
SPEEDING TICKET DEFERRALS
your laser jammer, but it is clear riding in Ohio and Indiana.
Q: I am a motorcycle instructor. I recently was caught in a
speed trap. I was westbound when a policeman pulled me over.
A HITCH WITH YOUR MOTORCYCLE HITCH
I thought he was after another driver. There were just two of us
on the road and we were doing the same speed, which was over
Q: We have received a number of calls, from both Ohio and
the limit of 60. I'm not contesting the speed I was doing, but I
Illinois, regarding trailer hitches. One writer in Illinois asked
had a reason, as the car kept too close to me no matter what
for an opinion regarding a police officer who is warning drivlane I was in. I was attempting to distance myself from him,
ers of pickup trucks and SUVs that they need to remove their
since it didn't matter which lane I was in or what speed I did. I
ball & mounts from their Reese Hitch receivers or he will
am a middle aged woman.
ticket them. I heard from a trucking company that McLean
What should I do now? Contest the ticket, pay the fine, or do
County Illinois has a ' County Ordinance' forcing removal of
the prosecutor’s deferral program. To take the prosecutor's
hitches. Is that even possible? What about hitches on motorcydeferral, I must pay a fee plus take a defensive driving course.
cles?
Women working in the prosecutor’s office have told me that by
paying the fee and taking the course the ticket will never be
A: We have researched this matter regarding motorcycles and
processed.
believe the following comments apply only to cars and trucks,
It seems that taking the course means the offense will be reand that the hitch concerns do not apply to motorcycles, since
ported and points will be removed from my license, but if the
bikes aren’t required to have bumpers – at least yet. ABATE
ticket is never processed as the prosecutor’s office says, then
Legal lawyer George Tinkham did the research on this quesno points will be added to my license, so it seems moot to me.
tion and found the following:
There appears to be a conflict here. The other option is to pay
Section 12-608 of the Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/12the ticket and not take a defensive driving course. Of course I
608) (IVC) reads, in pertinent part:
would be taking my chances with the insurance company as to
(a) It shall be unlawful to operate any motor vehicle with a
rate increases. Until now I have had a pristine driving record.
gross vehicle weight rating of 9,000 pounds or less or any moThank you for any assistance or advice you can give me.
(Continued from Page 14 - Ask Our Lawyer, Taylor
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A: If you are not a CDL holder, the deferral program is in your
best interest. Just because the program is recognized or
approved does not mean that your participation will be
reported. If the prosecutor dismisses the ticket after completion
of the course, the BMV will not assess any points to your
license. Fighting the ticket may not be a practical course of
action unless you have a CDL. Even if you have a good excuse
for exceeding the speed limit, the court may very well side with
the cop, but if the judge is a motorcyclist he may understand
your predicament and go your way. It boils down to how much
time you have and how lucky do you feel. With your good
driving record, I say go for the deferral even though you have a
defense. Sadly, most courts will not allow a deferral for CDL
holders - even when you are not driving commercially. So CDL
drivers have to fight. More about that later.
2016 MIRACLE RIDE for RILEY KIDS
The annual Miracle Ride Benefitting Riley Hospital for
Children is coming up fast, so place it on your calendar for
Saturday June 4th & Sunday June 5th. We are proud to say that
ABATE LEGAL, with the help of many others, started this ride
more than two decades ago. Allison Transmission really rolls
out the red carpet for this one donating their incredible facilities
off of W. 10th Street in Indianapolis. Beyond Allison donating
their space, time, and hard earned moo-la there are a number
other sponsors that make this event possible including, but not
limited to (lawyer hubbub), The Bob and Tom Show, The
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, The Indianapolis Colts, ABATE
of Indiana, Southside Harley, Barto’s Catering, Gino Johnson
of Peachin Schwartz & Weingardt and many, many others.
Please visit the website to donate, register, and see how you can
become involved at www.miracleride.net. We hope to see you
there supporting Riley Hospital, and most importantly, the kids!
Ride Safe & Free,
Rod Taylor
ABATE Legal Services
abatelegal.com
All questions from ABATE members are answered
confidentially unless otherwise authorized and only after the
matter is concluded, except when authorization for publication
anonymously or otherwise is given for pending matters.
Remember, injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total
recovery and expenses as approved by client, consistent with
and conforming to applicable state law. Elsewhere, you may
pay 33 ⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE
members are not charged for recovery of damage to your
motorcycle, and have access to a 24-hour toll-free telephone
number. Call us at 1-(800)-25-RIDER. Questions? Submit them
to: RodTaylor@abatelegal.com © 2016.

(Continued from page 13 - AMA Newsbytes

apparel, accessories and parts for motorcycle enthusiasts.
RevZilla and Cycle Gear will continue to operate as
independent sister companies with headquarters in Philadelphia
and Benicia, Calif. RevZilla was founded in 2007 as an ecommerce retailer for apparel, accessories and parts. Cycle
Gear, founded in 1974, is a motorcycle products retailer
operating more than 100 stores across the nation. Cycle Gear
was acquired by J.W. Childs in January 2015. Terms of the deal
were not disclosed. Cycle Gear is an AMA Business Member.
MILAN, Italy – The GasGas motorcycle company will
produce 2,000 dirt bikes in 2016 and 4,000 in 2018, the new
owner announced during the EICMA Motorcycle Show. Torrot
CEO Ivan Contreras said GasGas also will build 2,000 trials
bikes and 1,000 Enduro bikes in 2016. The company hopes to
develop a competitive bike for the Enduro market in 2017 and
is working on an electric scooter. Torrot plans to invest 13
million euros ($14.3 million) in GasGas during the next three
years.
International News
BHAGALPUR, India – Motorcyclists caught riding without a
helmet will not be allowed to buy fuel, as well as facing fines
and other penalties. Bhagalpur District Magistrate Adesh
Titarmare enacted the new penalty after several motorcycle
crashes were attributed to “non-use of helmets,” according to a
report in the Times of India newspaper. Bhagalpur requires all
motorcyclists and their passengers to wear helmets while
riding.
GENOA, Italy – The mayor has decreed that Vespa motor
scooters built before 1999 will be banned from the city’s streets
for 12 hours each weekday to reduce air pollution. Genoa is the
birthplace of Enrico Piaggio, who invented the Vespa. A report
in The Telegraph, a British newspaper, says the decree
infuriated Genoa’s 20,000 scooter riders, who mobilized on
social media using a hashtag that translates as “Don’t touch my
Vespa.”
AMA News
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – A 1975 BMW R75/6 modernized,
tuned, styled and improved by custom bike builder Tony Prust
of Analog Motorcycles in Chicago, Ill., will go to a fortunate
AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame supporter in 2017. The bike,
dubbed the AMA BMW R75GS by Prust, is being raffled to
raise funds to support the American Motorcycle Heritage
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that oversees the AMA
Motorcycle Hall of Fame on the AMA campus in Pickerington,
Ohio. The Hall of Fame's mission is to promote motorcycling's
heritage. Prust's AMA BMW R75GS joins a 1947 Indian Chief
as 2016 Hall of Fame raffle bikes. To donate to the Hall of
Fame and get a chance to win either, or both, bikes, visit
www.motorcyclemuseum.org. The donation is $5 per entry,
five entries for $20. Entrants must be 18 years or older and a
resident of the United States to win. The drawing will be held
during the 2017 Mama Tried Motorcycle Show in Milwaukee.

Associates LP have agreed to be joint equity holders of a newly
formed holding company with investments in both RevZilla
and Cycle Gear Inc., two of the nation’s leading retailers of
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Seeking VP of Governmental Affairs and
Public Relations for our Washington D.C.
Office
February 21, 2016

Motorcycle Riders Foundation Seeking Vice President of Governmental
Affairs and Public Relations for the Washington D.C. Office
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), headquartered in Washington D.C., is expanding its search for a qualified
candidate for the position of Vice President of Governmental Affairs and Public Relations to join our staff. Founded
in 1985, the MRF’s mission is to continue developing an aggressive independent national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle that is financially stable and exceeds the needs of motorcycling
enthusiasts. In order to maintain a strong, daily presence on Capitol Hill, the MRF is looking to fill this role quickly.
Persons with the talent and desire to serve in this exciting, yet challenging, role are encouraged to make their interest known to the selection committee.
Responsibilities:
Coordinate grass roots activity between the MRF and our Sustaining State Motorcyclist Rights Organizations
partners and other identified motorcyclist organizations
MRF Lobbyist on the Hill carrying out our Legislative Agenda as set by our membership
Administration of our Washington D.C. operations
Maintain working relationships with relevant federal agencies
Responsible for overseeing the MRF’s communications, press releases, informational releases, and position
papers
Assist in marketing and fundraising with our Sustaining State Motorcyclists Rights Organizations
Preferred Qualifications:
Congressional staff experience
Lobbyist experience
Experience in policy advocacy
Experience in grass roots organizations
General management experience in a non-profit
Presentation and Public Speaking experience
To Apply:
Send resume, letter of interest, and salary requirements to the Executive Search Committee at
Employment@MRF.org
http://www.mrf.org/employment2016.php

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

23

Now, since they receive their bucks and benefits from our tax
dollars too, THAT’S not only logical but also only fair. If it’s
done to anyone else who are paid by our tax dollars, why NOT
them? (Though I doubt it would pass because THEY would be
the ones voting on it.)
But isn’t it odd that this thought would even occur to an
insider politician and that he would think that it was such a
large issue, let alone put forth a bill covering it? No wonder
our legislation is so messed up!
Okay, so we can’t trust most of our politicians and what they
do....well that’s no big surprise.
Okay, so we can’t trust the neighbor’s eight year old
kid....well that might not be a surprise if it came to the kid
lifting stuff outta your garage if you left it open....but to plan
and carry out a face to face store robbery at gunpoint?
Here’s one for ya,
Regardless of what some of you might think, if you knew me
Someone walks into a convenience store, jumps up on the
or even HOW I came across my nick‐name, I don’t think you’d
counter and pulls out a gun. Then he screams, “Give me eve‐ view me as a “Bummer”. At least I don’t think of myself as
rything that’s in the register! Now!” The shocked cashier
one....I’m a guy who smiles a lot. And I try to not to dwell on
replies, “That’s not even a real pistol! That’s a BB gun!” Then negativity, particularly in my writing, unless I think it’s some‐
the thief thrusts it into the clerk’s face and yells, “Yes, but I
how humorous.
can put your eye out with it so give up the money.”
But ever since I retired I watch the local evening news almost
That sounds like a bad joke, but it really happened in Akron
every day, and it’s sickening. Some of the news stories are
last week. It would almost be funny if the thief wasn’t an
unbelievably messed up. The things people do to each other!
eight year old kid....just a little guy! That’s why he had to jump Hell, my friend Jackie says that she quit watching the news
up onto the counter to stick the gun into the cashier’s eyeball! long ago simply because it only ruined her day and she real‐
The boy got the cash and escaped on his bicycle because the
ized that it served no real purpose in her life.....she’d soon
clerk wouldn’t take a chance on losing his eyesight over some hear of something if it was truly that important. And when I
stop to think about it, I can see why she feels that way.
store money.
And by coincidence the other day in West Palm Beach Flor‐
Maybe that’s what I should do too. Life’s too short to be
ida another eight year old used a REAL gun to try to hold up
thinking about eight year old armed robbers and any politi‐
another convenience store. But this time the gun was
cians who rob us whether they have arms or not.
knocked out of the kid’s hand by a customer. The little punk
Okay, I’ll snap out of it now and move away from that crap
was remanded to his parents on the condition he gets coun‐
and talk about something cheerful, like.....
seling.
Springtime in Ohio!
What the hell’s going on in this crazy world today? Are all
I’ve said many times that I love living here. I think those who
our eight year olds becoming hardcore banditos for some
constantly complain about the economy, the weather, the lack
reason? Back when most of us were eight we might have got‐ of culture, or anything else about my state should simply
move to someplace else. It’s sorta like someone who con‐
ten some kind of, “Stick ‘em up!” idea from watching TV, but
stantly bitches about their spouse but stays right there in that
we wouldn’t have had the nerve or the inclination to follow
through with it even if our developing sense of morality would relationship....all they’re doing is showing everyone that they
have allowed it. And then there’s this.......
have no control over their own wimpy and whining life. If
I saw on the news just last night that a West Virginia State
something is unbearable and you can do something about it,
you should do so or shut up.
Representative introduced a bill that everyone on welfare
Across the country most of the larger cities have so many
would have to repeatedly pass a drug test to receive benefits
each month like housing, food, health care and meds, etc.
similarities that within their city limits, other than a very few
Well, people have been suggesting that for years and maybe
things, they’re all the same. But regarding true, actual motor‐
that’s only fair because if anyone can afford to pay for recrea‐ cycling (which doesn’t really happen inside city limits) Ohio’s
tional drugs they can afford to do it without our tax bucks.
countryside shows you a wide diversity of trees and plants, of
Now I mean c’mon, let’s get real.
scenic roads and also of communities. Back in the day I rode
But the really weird thing is that same Rep. also included in
through just about all of the continental states, and let me tell
the bill that his fellow colleagues in the legislature would each ya, riding through the countryside in Ohio is beautiful in com‐
parison to most of them.
have to pass those very same tests to get paid or for their
I have a few friends who complain that Ohio is so flat. Sure,
votes to even count in legislative sessions, let alone to collect
any benefits whatsoever for themselves and their families.
parts of it are. But then they must not have ever ridden
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through Kansas. And if you’ve ever had to push your bike any
great lengths in Ohio, well that proves it really isn’t that flat!
LOL! All ya gotta do is move around Ohio a bit to see steep
inclines, rolling hillsides, and deep ravines.
The farms, the lakes and rivers...the green of it all is so lush
and tranquil. Even the smell of fresh country air seems better
here.
I’m not that much of a “bird person”. But one of my ex’s
was, and she taught me that because of the wide array of
various fruit trees brought here from abroad or found here
and cultivated by the farmers who settled this country, even
the birds are beautifully diverse once you get away from the
cities and suburbs where those damned aggressive starlings
(which some jerk intentionally introduced from England) have
taken over.
Speaking of wildlife once you get away from the towns,
Ohio has just about every kind of critter that it had hundreds
of years ago except for the buffalo (yes I said buffalo). In fact,
recently I’ve been hearing more and more about coyotes,
wolves, bears and bobcats being seen, not just in my area,
but throughout the state.
Sure, I live in the Northeast section of Ohio, an area that has
been called the heart of the “Rust Belt” that runs from Detroit
to Pittsburgh and named so because of all the dormant steel
mills and vacant factories. But we’re surviving, and maybe
things are turning around. My point here is, though my part
of Ohio might have lost crucial jobs, our air is getting better,
our lakes and rivers are cleaner, and our economy seems to
be on the mend.
Though we can’t necessarily ride all year long, Ohio’s riding
season can be easily stretched a bit just by dressing for it. I
know I’d much rather ride when it’s cooler than when it’s so
hot your motor freaks. Besides, I dig the changing sea‐
sons....all of them. And usually each season isn’t too extreme
here.
My son Jason lives in Louisiana and he says that during the
summers down there people can’t even use their swimming
pools to cool off because the pool water gets too warm.
Temps well over 100 degrees are normal. Now to show how
crazy that is, my hot tub maxes‐out at 104 for safety reasons.
Anything higher might kill you under certain circumstances!
You can heat your pool if you absolutely need to, but how can
you cool it down?
I’ve spent many hot summers in Florida, and California too,
and it’s gotten so I’d rather not....they’re just uncomfortable
and I love my comforts. I don’t like winters that are too cold,
and ours usually aren’t. Springs that are ridiculously wet are
uncommon here. And autumns....well, nothing is homier to
me than autumn in Ohio (I’m thinking a cup of hot cider on a
cool day among the colorful trees).
Ohio really is the “Heart of it all”.
See ya next month,
Bummer
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(Continued from page 15 - NCOM )
MOTORCYCLE SPEEDER WINS $180,000 IN CASE AGAINST COP
WHO BEAT HIM UP Edit Invite manu‐
allyPromoteDismissUndismissBlock for lanesplittersHideShare
to KinjaGo to permalinkOn Aug. 3, 2012, Justin Wilkens was
speeding on his Aprilia motorcycle and unwittingly passed
Oregon State Police Officer Rob Edwards in an unmarked cop
Camaro. After a few minutes of chase, Edwards rammed
Wilkens off the bike, pulled a gun on him and kicked him in
the chest. If you think that sounds egregious, a jury agrees
with you. Dash cam footage shows Wilkens’ motorcycle
speeding past cars and crossing double‐yellow (no passing
zones) lines near Veneta, OR when the officer pulls up behind
him at an intersection, hits the bike and knocks the biker to
the ground. Edwards maintained this was unintentional; a
result of “brake fade” from the Camaro’s discs being over‐
worked. At this point in the footage, Edwards enters the
frame and lands a kick to Wilkens’ chest while drawing down
on him with his pistol before cuffing him. In an interesting
plot twist, Edwards stated he did not know the police car’s
dashcam was running. Wilkens suffered a broken left clavicle,
a fractured rib and other injuries in the incident. After being
apprehended, Wilkens brought an excessive‐force claim
against Edwards. As explained by local news, a jury of eight
people “awarded Wilkens more than $31,000 in economic
damages to reimburse his medical expenses and motorcycle
repair bills; $100,000 in non‐economic damages for his inju‐
ries, pain and suffering; and $50,000 in punitive damages,”
which Officer Edwards will be forced to pay.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “History does not entrust the care of
freedom to the weak or timid.” Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890‐
1969) WWII Military Commander & 34th President of the U.S.
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REGION ZERO
Region Director: Barbara Tittle 330-677-1845
Deputy Director: Jamie Hart 330-766-2110
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County Coordinators
for time and location.
Columbiana: Open
Mahoning & Trumbull: Jeff Beatty, 330-647-8420
Portage & Summit County: Open
Stark: Open
Website: http://regionzero.abate.com

Why did you join ABATE? Why does ABATE of Ohio
exist? Our organization hosts numerous events, but to what
end?
Raising money JUST to host more events? This does not
work. The ABATE mission is (partially) to preserve rights and
promote safe operating procedures of motorcycle riders. We
need to educate riders for safer riding. We need to educate
other drivers to be aware of the presence of motorcycles on the
road and to watch out. We also need to educate our legislators
to be aware of motorcyclists and that we are a legitimate
constituency. We voted for (or against them – somebody voted
them into office) them and they need to know that we and
ABATE are out there, our interests matter and we deserve to
have a right to be heard and they need to listen.
ABATE of Ohio used to have the money to send our
legislative officers to Columbus and Washington D.C. to visit
our elected reps. Such visits are currently financially
prohibitive. This should not lead to lack of contact. This is
each member’s opportunity to talk to his/her reps in Ohio and
the Federal Congress. I KNOW that driving to Columbus or
D.C. is NOT a viable option. You CAN contact your congress
people in several different ways. This summer, especially with
the Republican convention in Cleveland, our State and Federal
reps will be in Ohio, a national swing state ( which you will
agonizingly hear until the end of November,) will attract
politicians like road kill attracts flies. This is the time to talk to
your reps when they are home in your district doing their meet
the voter’s time. Watch the local newspaper (not everything is
on Facebook) for these meetings. Meet your reps, talk to them
with a short “Hi” and maybe hand them a member form (or
other document) which outlines the purpose and mission of
ABATE of Ohio. Note that you are a constituent who votes
and how many other motorcyclists there are in Ohio who also
vote and have important issues. You can also go to the website
for Ohio House and Senate, find your local reps and send them
an email from that site. It is the first step to make our reps
aware of ABATE and our presence. It won’t work until they
start hearing our names several times or repeatedly from
different people; this is a common sales principle- the customer
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needs to hear about the product/ company at least three times
before it sinks in. You can also write a letter noting your name
and where you live, that you ride and have various
concerns. You can bring up questions or concerns about a
specific issue(s), which might lead to a response. But at least
mention that ABATE’s concerns are safety and education and
not just helmets, which do not prevent accidents, and
sometimes not even injuries. These are things we can do so
that our reps will know about ABATE, which most do not.
You can also mention to your riding friends the
importance of ABATE, why you joined and why they should
also join. We DO also need more members to support our
efforts for each member to make a contact with our reps and be
a stronger force for the good of riders. Thanks for your help.
Barb Tittle,
Region Zero Director

REGION ONE
Region Director: Vickie Rayl 417-737-4874
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday every
month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American Legion.
Dep. Director: OPEN
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992
Harrison County: OPEN
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825
Monroe County: OPEN
Website: www.region1.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION TWO
Region Director ‐ Smoke James ‐ 740‐819‐0645
Deputy Director ‐ Terry Billy ‐ 740‐872‐‐3686
Region 2 meetings will be held at Capt’n Morgan’s, 5815
East Pike, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 740-872-9860 at 2:00 p.m.,
always on the first Sunday, except Sept. on the 2nd Sunday.
Coshocton County: OPEN
Guernsey County: Open
Knox County: OPEN
Licking County: Open
Muskingum County: Smoke James - 740-819-0645
Please contact your County Coordinator for more
information and directions.
Website: http://region2.abate.com
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REGION THREE
Region Director: Mark Davis 419-235-7581
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County
Coordinator or your Region Director, Mark Davis for all
information.
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-229-0928
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155
Paulding County: Open
Putnam County: Donna Schimmoller 419-453-3890
Van Wert County: Open
Region Website: http://region3.abate.com

NO REPORT
REGION FOUR
Region Director: Ruby Worchuck, rworchuck@aol.com
419-256-2560 ~ 419-966-9131
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of every
month. Board meetings are at 1:30pm and General
Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless otherwise
noted. Meetings are held between the four county areas.
Please contact your County Coordinator for more info.
Defiance County, OPEN
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752
Website: http://region4.abate.com

NO REPORT

REGION SIX
Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483
Deputy Director: Keith Kittel 937-489-6920
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties: Lawrence S. Taylor,
937-626-6958, Meetings: 4th Saturday of the month @
4:00pm @ Region 6 Greene Co. meeting house 10926
Haddix Road, Fairborn, Ohio 45324.
Darke County/ Miami County:Jerry Brewer 937-337-2351Meetings: Last Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck Yeahs in Piqua
Montgomery County: OPEN
Preble County, OPEN
Website: www.region6.abate.com
Time to get the bikes ready for Spring. The weather has been
cooperating fairly well.
Got a couple rides planned before the end of the month already.
Time for some fried bologna in Waldo. Then, of course, the May
Awareness Ride, on April 30th this year.
Proclamations are done and mailed. Last year we had 26 from
Region 6, more than years past and hope to improve on that, this
year. I have sent A few more this year than last, so I am hoping for a
good response from mayors etc. Don’t forget May 15th for Blessing of
the Bikes at Kilkare Speedway near Xenia. This is the first year for
Kilkare location. Everyone is welcome and we hope to see you there.
Dave Griffin
Region 6 Director

REGION SEVEN

REGION FIVE
Region Director: Tim Kaelin - 513-561-4745
Deputy Director: Dennis Wichert 513-410-1930
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Counties First Sunday of the month, 11am @ The Train Stop Inn, 7837
Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 45039-8712. Phone: 513683-0207
Clinton County Meeting –
Second Sunday of month, 11am @ American Legion Post
49, 140 E. Locust St., in Wilmington.
Website: http://region5.abate.com
The State Awareness Rally for 2016 is being held April 30th. Flier for
event will be in the Outspokin’, on the State and Region 5 web site,
and Region 5 newsletter.
Members from Region 5 will be traveling to the State Awareness
Rally on April 30th as a group, meeting up at various locations along I‐
71 as done in previous years.
First meet up location is at the Arby's located at the Montgomery
Road Exit 12 across I‐71 from the Kenwood Towne Centre; we will
depart from this location at 7:30AM.
Second meet up location is at Country Kitchen off I‐71 Exit 32 for
State Route 123, to meet up with other riders; we will depart from
this location at 8AM.
Third meet up location is at the second I‐71 rest area at mile
marker 67, the last group meet before heading to Columbus; we will
depart from this location at 9AM.
Members from Clinton County will be meeting at the BP Station
next to McDonald’s on Route 68 at 8AM.
The May monthly meeting for Butler‐Clermont‐Hamilton Counties has
been rescheduled to allow attendance for the AFR Bike Blessing on
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May 1st. This meeting will be merged into the Clinton County Region
5 meeting on May 8th in Wilmington.
Tim Kaelin,
Region 5 Director

Region Director: Claude Schindorff 419-619-2834
Deputy Director: Paul Baskey 567-280-2357
Region meeting: Call Director
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times.
Erie County/Huron County: Open
Lucas County: Open
Ottawa County: Nate Monday, 567-219-1269
Sandusky County: Bill “Grease” Willer, 419-665-2068
Seneca County: Claude Schindorff - 419-619-2834
Wood County: Open
Website: http://region7.abate.com
Well the snow is going away as are the cold temps, and with the
warmer weather, it’s time for one of my favorite yearly traditions.
Getting the bike freshened up with new oil, giving the tires a firm
looking at, topping off fluids and hopefully soon blowing the dust she
gathered this winter off of her. And with the riding season we are
looking at here in Region 7 it looks like I am going to have plenty of
opportunity to do so.
One of my favorite parts of riding my bike is the fact that when I
am out and about I know I am part of a great community of
individuals with a common passion (often several). But one thing is
sure, we all love putting rubber to road, twisting the throttle and
burning through tanks of gas. Other than just riding to see where the
road goes, I love to see all the different events and rallies through the
season. And what a blessing it is to live where I do. The season kicks
off and is heavily dotted with ABATE events. Of course we start it all
off with the Motorcycle Awareness Rally in the end of April down in
our capital city, but followed after that I look forward to Region 7's
Back in the Saddle Run in May. Then June not only do we have OHIO
BIKE WEEK, but also a personal favorite in June Jam, and the Rock for
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Life run as well. (Boy that month flies by, but then again when you're
having fun). July roars by as well. We are working on having a
Motorcycle show over the 4th of July weekend in Oak Harbor, but
then July closes with the almost legendary Wetzelland rally (a bit out
of the way down in Van Wert Ohio but a great party none the less).
Then in August you have the SCSC gun/biker show. September,
though, holds one of my favorites, The annual Grub 'N' Suds.
Like I said earlier, living where we do is a blessing, our state is so
unique. There's riding for all to be had, from the mountains and
curving roads in the south, to Amish country out east, the coastline
cruising up North or the country riding just about everywhere. It’s no
wonder it seems like no matter where you ride in the Buckeye state
you will always be able to find some local riders and rallies to enjoy.
Here's to a great riding season coming upon us.
Live Free, Ride Hard
~Nate "Getsu" Monday Reg.7 Ottawa County Coordinator

Main St. in Beach City on April 3rd and don't forget the State
Awareness Rally on the 30th we leave Eagle Truck stop in New Phila.
at 8:00 am, ask your Mayor, County Commissioners, and Sheriff to get
their proclamations turned in before then and if you want a
proclamation packet for your Township trustees, contact me.
Our first Adopt a Highway picnic is April 23rd with a rain date the
next day, this and our Region meetings is a good time to discuss any
ideas about old, new, or different things we can do in our great
Region. Don't forget the Look Twice Save a Life Run May 21st and the
Freedom Rally first weekend in July.
We had 37 members plus guests at our February meeting but we
didn't see Roger Lewis there.
Later,
Tim Cordray, Region 8 Director

Region 7,
Lost a big part of Reg.7, Larry Morgan. He decided to give the
organization a break for a while. Larry made Reg. 7 what it is today!
Nuff said.
Still working on the Back‐ In ‐The‐ Saddle Run. As I write this were
still 3 months out, but never too early. Nate Monday's got the flier
done. He did a hell of a job as always. and turned it into the state.
Lets hope they approve it. I've talked to the Sandusky County Sheriff's
office, and as Bushman said they cannot cross county line for the
escort! So we're going to have Fremont City Police Officers escort us
though Fremont and then have the Ohio State Highway Patrol escort
us the rest of the way.
This ride will be 60 miles long, with it ending at Rockin Horse Ranch
in Sandusky Oh. There will be Food, Beverage, and Camping available
at Julies. We're promoting that no one drinks and drives, That's what
the camping is all about! (Sometimes we are our own worst
enemy!!!)
Here a couple weeks ago I was watching one of my favorite TV
shows on the boob‐tube, American Pickers on the History Ch. Here
they had a 25 minute segment about Roeder Racing in Monroeville ,
Oh. that's just 30 miles from my house.
The next day I went there handing my pen to George Roeder asking
for his auto‐graph, as a joke, stating that he's made the big time now.
Getting ready to get some work done at Roeders even though there's
still snow on the ground, never too early. Called the new Chrome
Plater that I was going to use, since Brown's Plating closed. Got a
wake‐up call when the girl told me that the in‐house time is 3‐4
months this time of the year!(That's not gonna happen this year!!!)
Hope to see ya at the Back‐In‐The‐Saddle‐Run. Gotta‐Go.
Thanks, Ride Safe, Ride Free,
Bill "Grease" Willer, Reg.7 Sandusky County Coordinator
williamwiller@att.net

Region Director: Roger Wright - 614-286-7676
Deputy Director: Cynthia Piper - 614-747– 0788
Delaware: OPEN
Franklin County: Pat Lytle - 614-296-2857
Dep. Coor. — Glen Craig - 614-551-5575
New Franklin County meeting location is Colombinis Sports
Lounge, 894 W. Broad St., Columbus, OH 614-230-2980.
Meeting still at noon, first Sunday of the month. (January
2016 meeting moved to second Sunday due to holiday)
Pickaway and Madison Co’s: Jeff Bowersock, 614-306-2570
Combined meetings are now combined with Franklin
County
Madison County: OPEN,
Pike, Ross & Scioto Counties: OPEN
Speaking of things that haven't happened yet..... Thanks to everyone
who came to our Daytona North party. (I'm sure) that Big‐Time‐Biker‐
Fun was had by all, and ABATE sure appreciates the revenue. High 5
and a huuuge Thanks to our Franklin Co. /R.9 officers for making it
happen and to Colombini's for hosting.
Thanks also to all of our State level folks who pulled together
this year’s seminar. All that good info helps us down the road with
the Fight.
A big attaboy to J.R. Gantner, this year’s recipient of the Gold
Eagle/Region MVP award. Great job as our Legislative Guy
extraordinaire, remodeling of the State Products trailer, and all
around busy worker bee.
I'm looking forward to seeing ALL Ohio motorcyclists at the
Awareness Rally, April 30. Don't forget the After Party. It'll be a
chance to take a breather before heading home, rub elbows with
your fellow members from all over, and to indulge in our Central Ohio
hospitality.
We have a tie this month fer the Flying Donkey Butt Award. First,
to the EPA for pushing ethanol regs that are bound to screw us over.
And to the fine folks developing robot cars and "smart" (?) highways,
which sounds like a bad joke, but we don't have the luxury of
laughing. Both issues could become yet another way for "the man" to
push us off the road. We gotta keep fighting or else.......
How 'bout this groovy Spring! Don't forget to give your machine a
once over to make sure that its road ready. Just as important, take it
easy and brush up on your winterized riding skills. Let’s start the
season right by practicing your best safe riding habits.
'Nuff for now,
Roger Wright, Region 9 Director

REGION EIGHT
Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213
Email: Region8@abate.com
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-364-6175
Carroll County: Chuck Woods 740-945-8013
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287
Tuscarawas County: Terry Correll 330-243-1681
Website: www.region8.abate.com
Hey Region 8,
Just have time to give everybody a quick word here, I'll have
updates on the State Seminar and Spring Fling next month but this
month we have our Region meeting is in Stark County at Jim's on
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(Continued from Page 29, Region News)

REGION TEN
Region Director: Chris Weil - 614-975-1901
Deputy Director: Chris Long - 614-206-1742
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & Noble Counties
Meetings: Please check Region 10 website or FB page for
information.

Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 12 noon East of Chicago Pizza, 801 W. Old Lincoln Way, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.Cowboy for details.
Ashland County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Holmes County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-2566
Medina County: Garret Robison, 330-278-2714
Richland County: Deborah Stephens, 419-689-9459
Wayne County: Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-3127
Website: http://region16.abate.com

NO REPORT

REGION ELEVEN

(Continued from page 17 - AMA )

INACTIVE
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, & Washington
Counties - All Open
Website: http://region11.abate.com/

REGION TWELVE
Region Director: Charles “Jason” Jones - 440-261-1122,
charlesjones577@aol.com
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County
Geauga County
Lake County
Website: www.region12.abate.com
~ Join us every Thursday @ 6pm for Bike Games at the
Iron Horse Saloon Bike Nites! ~

REGION FOURTEEN
Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941
Deputy Director: Jason Smith 740-802-8702
Crawford County - Craig Gubernath 419-563-4861
Hancock County - Ed Schetter 419-937-4341
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein 740-360-0760
Marion County - Rocky Hunt 614-560-9229
Morrow County - Guy Campo 419-512-4270
Wyandot County - Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066
Website: http://region14.abate.com
Hello everyone
Welcome to the riding season that never ended from last year.
Get your calendars marked up!
Region meeting on the 3rd of April in McCutchenville
Statehouse Ride the 30th of April
Region 14 Memorial ride the 28th of May
And most of all, plan to be at June Jam the 18th of June. This party is a
riot.
Reminds me of the good old days where we camped out and had bike
games and listened to bands,
that’s cause we camp out, play bike games, and listen to bands.
Come see the Amazing C Coleman and Burt and their amazing riding
stunts.
Stop by and visit the Award Winning MAHRA Campsite complete
with kitchen and meet the chef who never washes his hands, Rocky.
Hope to see ya all there
Be safe and Have a Blast
Pete Barnes, Region 14 Director

REGION SIXTEEN
Region Director: Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-3127
Deputy Director: Chuck Austin 330-234-8483
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PICKERINGTON, Ohio – One lucky winner will ride away on a 2016
Zero DSR electric motorcycle just for entering the 2016 AMA Club
1924 Motorcycle Sweepstakes at one of the nation's major motorcy‐
cle rallies. The Zero DSR is an amped‐up version of the Zero DS, deliv‐
ering 56 percent more torque and 25 percent more power. AMA Club
1924, named in honor of the AMA's founding year, is the association's
presence at these events, celebrating the fun of motorcycling, con‐
necting with riders and looking back on the history of motorcycling in
America. Throughout 2016, the AMA will be collaborating with part‐
ners to enhance members' experience at AMA Club 1924 locations,
where anyone 18 or older can enter the sweepstakes. The AMA Club
1924 schedule includes:
Daytona Bike Week, Daytona Beach, Fla., March 4‐13
Rolling Thunder in Washington, D.C., May 27‐30
Americade in Lake George, N.Y., June 7‐11
Laconia Motorcycle Week, Laconia, N.H., June 11‐19
Thunder in the Valley in Johnstown, Pa., June 23‐26
AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days in Lexington, Ohio, July 8‐10
The Buffalo Chip in Sturgis, S.D., Aug. 8‐14
Ray Price Bike Fest in Raleigh, N.C., Sept. 23‐25
PICKERINGTON, Ohio – Four AMA members got new motorcycles
after participating in 2015 AMA sweepstakes and raffle promotions.
The 2015 AMA Member Sweepstakes drawing winners are Brian Ta‐
deo, of Jurupa Valley, Calif., and Richard Anderson of Santa Clara,
Calif. Their names were chosen from a list of AMA members who
joined or renewed their memberships during 2015. Tadeo won a
Yamaha Super Tenéré. And Anderson is now the owner of a Suzuki
Boulevard M109R. David Hurley of Millstone Township, N.J., won a
Beta Dual Sport motorcycle. His name was drawn from the list of
participants in the Beta National Dual‐Sport Series, which features
organized events covering miles of well‐marked, challenging trail
connected by scenic backcountry roads. The winner of the AMA Mo‐
torcycle Hall of Fame Raffle Bike, a 1986 Honda CR250R, is Ben
Horgen of Rochester, Minn. Those joining or renewing their AMA
memberships between Jan. 1, 2016, and Dec. 31, 2016, are automati‐
cally entered to win any of these 16 great prizes:
A Suzuki GSX‐S1000 ABS
A Yamaha Super Ténéré
One of four TomTom Rider 400 GPS units (one per quarter)
A Cardo Systesm/Scala Rider Packtalk Duo
A Shark Kage ramp
One of 12 Guardian Weatherall Plus motorcycle covers
For a chance to win a Beta dual sport bike in 2016, just enter and
participate in one of the 2016 Beta AMA National Dual Sport Series
events. More information can be found at
www.americanmotorcyclist.com/Riding/Dirt/EventsAndSeries/
NationalDualSport.aspx.

OutSpokin’

32

Less than 90 days to go! If you haven’t already, spread the word that Kaeppner’s Woods
is the place to be the third weekend in June.
You can relax, listen to music, shop and enjoy
being with friends on motorcycles.
The Friday night band has been signed. Hailing
from Columbus, Stillwild plays Classic, Southern & Country Rock. They call themselves a
fine-tuned, old school, foot stompin cover band
that rocks out the tunes you grew up on. The
story of Stillwild is an interesting one, formed
for the sole purpose of playing in Sturgis. It
worked out for them and they have been together and back to Sturgis every year since.
Pre-registration for June Jam Rally & Swap
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Meet has begun. At the State Seminar, we introduced the t-shirt you will get when you preregister. Pre-registration is $45 per person and
there is a form on the flyer in this magazine.
Get yours now because the supply is limited
and it’s first come first served.
This year the annual Washboard Festival will
be held in downtown Logan the same weekend
as June Jam. This is a real bonus as it gives us
an opportunity to engage with the community.
The June Jam participants will be welcomed
downtown to enjoy the festival and the festival
goers will be invited to hunt for treasures at our
new flea market.
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CLASSIFIEDS ARE
FREE TO MEMBERS.

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE
(See page 37)

FOR SALE:
0314
2 – 2006 Fatboy/Soft tail seats. New.
$300 for both or $150 each. R1 area. Call
Kent @ 740-457-7022

FOR SALE:
0313
2009 Rims for FLHX. Jeff @ 330-3400104 R8 area

FOR SALE:
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the
night train look this bike is for you.
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det.
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty
of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or
Text Jeff @
419-512-9875.

FOR SALE:
0313
Mark Patrick HD Collectible Sculptures,
$100 - $700, approximately 30 available,
Region Zero Area.
Call George 440.293.4575

WANTED:
1949 OH Motorcycle Plates. Good Condition or better.
Leave msg: Bob 440-779-0316 - R12
area.

FOR SALE:
1213
Men’s black leather chaps, XL, uncut and
never worn. $120 OBO. Diane 937-4775193. R6

FOR SALE:
Harley Trivia Game in Small Leather Saddlebag, $40. Harley Davidson authorized

Classifieds run for a maximum of 6
issues, unless you tell us
otherwise. Send changes to:
outspokin@abate.com

or call 419-294-8066
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edition Monopoly, $35. Harley Davidson
Snow Globe, 100th Anniversary, $35.
**McDermott HD Pool Cue 1st of series,
discontinued, valued @ $850 asking
$500. R9 area. Thomas 937-935-2738.
FOR SALE:
1989 Low Rider Ultima, 96 cu. in., 110
HP, 1550cc. Blk powder-coated frame;
braided cables; windshield; + extras.
$8500.00 or trade for truck or car of equal
value. Jeff @ 419.947.9214 R9 area.
FOR SALE:
0615
40mm CV Carburetor + air cleaner - fits
HD. R9 area. $200.00. Call Jeff 419.947.9214
FOR SALE:
0715
1995 Boss Hoss, 350 cu in, 355HP, like
new, 5400 original miles. $16,000. Call
Charlet at 419-986-6046 R-7 area
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Sustaining Supporter Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling.
Our creed follows: ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of
Ohio motorcyclists. Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms
and sharing our goals. Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means
to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News‐
letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.
Group Information:
Name of Group as desired for display in the OutSpokin’:

___________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form with
Payment to:

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________

www.abate.com

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Number of People in Group: ____________________

1-800-25-BIKER

1-614-319-3644

Date: _______________________________

Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is
deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
Rev. 4.2015

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights!
Journeymen M.C. - Haskel Combs Jr. 0215 Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986 0415
Chuck & Eiko Calvert 0215

ABATE of Ohio Foundation 0215

Marion Area Harley Riders 0215

Joe & Robin Pickins 0215

In Memory: Barb “Penny” (Elgin) Carpenter 0215

ABATE of Ohio, Region 6 0215

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region 9 0116

Independent Riders Association, Toledo
0415

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm. 0215

V-Twin Cruisers MC Ohio 0216

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0215

www.abate.com

OutSpokin’

35

ABATE Advertising Form
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

www.abate.com
1-800-25-BIKER 1-614-319-3644
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio motorcyclists.
Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals.
Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As an advertiser, your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising,
but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Long Term Business Advertising Information
All Long Term Advertisers receive as a thank-you for their
support of ABATE of Ohio, Inc. and our mission:






Short Term Business Advertising Information
Businesses may choose to advertise in the OutSpokin’, for a limited
number of months of the calendar year, up to 11 months. If you wish to
advertise for 12 consecutive issues, please use the Long Term Form
above. This form is also available on our website,
www.abate.com/outspokin on page 36.

12 issues (1year) subscription to our monthly newsletter
“OutSpokin’”
1 advertising space in each issue of “OutSpokin” - Advertising
levels are noted below.

Check the months in which you desire your ad to be published:

1 advertising space on the www.abate.com website

___Jan ___ Feb ___ Mar ___ Apr ___ May ___ Jun
___ Jul ___ Aug ___ Sep ___ Oct ___ Nov ___ Dec

1 supporter certificate suitable for display at your business
Business advertisers are encouraged to offer ABATE members discounts for those who present their valid ABATE membership cards

Levels of Advertising:

Long Term : (per year)

Short Term : (per issue)

Street Level: business card ad in grayscale

$200

$20.00

Cruiser Level: 1/4 page ad in grayscale

$450

$45.00

Touring Level: 1/2 page ad in grayscale

$850

$85.00

Custom Level: full page ad in grayscale

$1,400

$140.00

Custom Color Level: full page ad in color

$2,800

$280.00

Business Information:
Business Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Advertising Level: _____________________________ Amount Enclosed: ________________ (check/credit)
Pay by Credit Card Info: Check one - MC ______ VISA ______

Name on Card: (exactly) ______________________________

16 digit card #: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________ 3 digit code _______
Signature: ____________________________________________
Payment must be received with your application to publish your ad in the next available issue.
Return completed form with payment to: ABATE of Ohio, Inc., PO Box 1658, Hilliard, OH 43026 or
Email to stateoffice@abate.com. Questions: call 614-319-3644 or 800-25-BIKER.**
**Send artwork in .jpg, .tif, .png (preferred), .bmp or .pdf format. Use high resolution when possible to reduce the possibility of
distortion when we size your artwork. Send to: outspokin@abate.com.
We reserve the right to return for revision any artwork that we deem to be inappropriate, discriminatory or obscene. 03/2012

www.abate.com
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ABATE OF OHIO, INC.
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program
The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors.
If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member.
Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner.
For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644.
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS
Crazy Fox Saloon

112 W Mansfield

Bucyrus

419-562-1256

6310 Columbia Rd, NW

Dover

330-878-0105

69871 Sunset Heights

Quaker City

The Financial Concept Group, LLC

5211 Mahoning Ave #110

Austintown

330‐259‐0744

Cleveland Mortgage Service

11221 Pearl

Strongsville

800-686-4901

Cowtown Photography

740 Sugar

Westerville

614-707-1471

Captured by Lydia Photography

3652 N Amblewood Circle

Lima

419-303-5904

Fallen Riders Memorial Fund

4419 Erie Ridge Ave

Ashtabula

440-855-1417

Leave a Mark Church

4819 Parson Ave

Columbus

614-491-5262

Red Knights Int. Firefighters MC

1677 Jackson Road

Columbus

614-271-8577

Puckett’s Plbg, HVAC & Elec.

10926 Haddix

Fairborn

937-879-7657

Adult Day Care

729 W 130th

Hinckley

330-220-9500

Robbco Marine Yamaha Boat/RV Stg/Svc

2300 National Rd SW

Hebron

740-954-8004

Kaeppner’s Woods

34070 Sutton Road

Logan

740‐385‐3885

Massages by Maggie

870 Oakwood

Painesville

440-655-3927

Columbus Rehab & Renovation

611 Erikson

Whitehall

614-783-6414

Barefoot Studios/Dafunkdapus Band

3190 Nolan Road

Zanesville

740-454-4827

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES
DJ’s Cycles (Repair)

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS
Backroads Riding Apparel

FINANCIAL SVCS, INS. & INVESTMENTS

PHOTAGRAPHY

MISCELLANEOUS

www.abate.com
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HELP KEEP OUR STATE OFFICE RUNNING AND
SUPPORT ABATE of OHIO, INC.!
“We’re in the Freedom Business”
Karen Bolin,
Past President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
We, every dues paying member of ABATE, have an office
The Office needs your HELP! The office
in Columbus, the Capitol City of our State. Because of it’s existence, operates approximately 240 days per year, not including
and having a full time staff, we have been able to get the following
the days when it is used for the BOD Meetings or
laws and amendments to laws passed over the last few years:

 A Veterans Licenses Plate Bill
 A Handicapped Licenses Plate Bill
 An Amendment to the Motorcycle Ohio Program allowing

those that complete and pass the course to get their Motorcycle Endorsement without having to take the OSHP oncycle test

 Allow Motorcycles to back into parking spaces & 2 bikes to
share parallel parking spot, metered or unmetered

 Handle bar height changed to 15” above the saddle
 Instrumental in saving the “Motorcycle Safety Fund”
 Purple Heart Motorcycle Plates - **NOW AVAILABLE!**

special committee meetings. Just counting the utilities
(electric, gas, water & sewage, trash & etc.) and the rent
it costs $50.00, a day to put the key in the door!
For your donation of $50.00 you can
“Buy-a-Day-at-the-Office!”

Or give it as a gift or in memory of someone. Pick a day
and it will be put on the Office Calendar and on the Web
Page that it’s “Your Day” at the Office. It will be there for
everyone to see that you supported “Your Office” for that
day. Can’t afford the whole day? Go together with another
couple or individual member, or pass the hat at a meeting
and show your support by keeping “Your Office” open.

Also, several bills (still) currently in the works:

 A Search & Seizure Bill for Motorcycles
 A Right of Way Violations Bill for Motorcycles

(A complete annual list is on page 39)

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (C) 4 "Not for Profit" organization. Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products
are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Complete this form and mail to the address below:

5.2013

I want to buy ____ day(s) at the office. If more than one day, please continue on another sheet of paper.
Include the following information: Assigned Tribute Date: ____________ Tribute or quote on YOUR day (15
words or less):
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed: $50.00 x ____ days = $ ________ Check # ___________
-OR- Credit Card information:
Exact Name on Card ____________________________________________
Check one MC _ VISA _ Credit Card #______________________ _______
(3 digits)

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _____________________________

Return form to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
PO Box 1658
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: 800-25-BIKER
614-319-3644
~OR~

Address: ______________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip___________

If using a Credit Card attach to
an email and send to:
stateoffice@abate.com

Your Name(s): ___________________________ Your Region and/or County: ______________________
Daytime phone in case we have questions: ________________________ Today’s Date _______________

www.abate.com
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) is a "Not for Profit" organization.
Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

1/3
1/17
2/14
2/17
3/2
3/17
4/17
5/17
6/17
7/17
8/17
8/29
9/8
9/17
10/17
11/17
12/17

9
ABATE

Foundation

ABATE

Foundation

ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
Tom

Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Ohmer

ABATE
ABATE
ABATE
ABATE

Foundation
Foundation
Foundation
Foundation

Region 9 - The Heart of it All
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
Region 9 - The Heart of it All
‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
In Memory of Eric Kirkbride

9
9

9
9

‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
HFBD, AH18
In Memory of Hump -- Brillo -- Dancer
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'
'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike'

Sustaining Life Members
BEREIT
BLAKELY
BUSS
CRAMER
ELGIN
KRESSER
MICHAUD
MILLS
PERKINS
SEELINGER
SELLERS
SLONKOSKY
VAN KIRK
WRIGHT

ERIC
DAVE
RALPH
TERRY
JIM
SUZANNE
CURTIS
DUANE E
KEN
TOM
GARY N
TIM
FRED
ROGER

12
08
05
12
09
01
09
07
01
00
06
03
01
09

LAKE
STARK
CLINTON
LAKE
FRANKLIN
JEFFERSON
FRANKLIN
HURON
JEFFERSON
SUMMIT
CHAMPAIGN
SHELBY
JEFFERSON
FRANKLIN

Section 14: Qualifications for the State Products Director.
The minimum qualifications for the State Products Director are:
A.) Ability to control, distribute, market and maintain the state product inventory.
B.) Ability to monitor product sales and inventory at the region and
county levels.
C.) Ability to legally transport the state product trailer as needed.
D.) Ability to develop new products.

www.abate.com

1/19/2016 SLM
2/11/2016 SLM
1/15/2016 SLM
1/21/2016 SLM
2/8/2016 SLM
1/15/2016 SLM for 50
2/3/2016 SLM
3/7/2016 SLM
1/15/2016 SLM for 50
2/5/2016 SLM
2/8/2016 SLM
1/21/2016 SLM
1/19/2016 SLM
2/8/2016 SLM

E.) Ability to recognize proper inventory levels based on sales history.
F.) Ability to develop and maintain a list of recommended product
suppliers.
G.) Ability to record, maintain, organize and distribute accurate product records.
H.) Ability to handle all methods of payment in a responsible manner.
I.) Ability to safeguard the product inventory against theft, damage or
loss.

OutSpokin’
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Presorted Standard

of Ohio, Inc.

Change Service Requested

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 811
Toledo, OH 43623

Newsletter Office
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

Is your time running out ? ? ? Check your mailing Label For your expiration date to keep your
membership current! We thank you for your continued support!

1-800-25-BIKER

www.abate.com
PLEASE: Print Clearly
DATE: ____-____-____
__ Single Member Dues $30/year
__ Couple Member Dues $50/year

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____
City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______
Select one ABATE County in Ohio _____________
TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important)
E-MAIL __________________________________

Printed Newsletter? Yes _____/ No _____
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts ________________________
NAME ___________________________________
First time member?
__ yes / __ no
Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy)
Registered Voter?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Endorsed?
__ yes / __ no
Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? __ yes / __ no
Opt: Skills/Contacts _________________________

Donations (tax deductible -separate check required):
ABATE of Ohio Foundation
$ ________
Donations (not tax deductible):
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$ ________
$ ________

Make checks or money orders payable to:
ABATE of Ohio, Inc.
Mail this whole page to:
P.O. Box 1658
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
Taken by __________________________________
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit
organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax
deductible as a charitable contribution.

