
R5 Clinton Co Chili Cook-Off  3.7.15 

R9 Daytona North Party  3.7.15 

R8 Spring Fling  3.14.15 

R1 MC Swap Meet  3.15.15 

Seminar and Awards Banquet   

Monday, March 23rd 
 

June Jam ~ Monday, June 15th 

Thanks AMA!  

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is the recipient of 

the American Motorcyclist Associa-

tion’s “2014 Recreational Road Riding 

Organizer of the Year” Award.   

Accepting the award were (L) Ed 

‘Enjoyintheride’ Schetter,  Ex. Director   

and (R) Jim ‘SNAFU’ Elgin, Chairman. 





*Region Zero  
Barbara Tittle 330-677-1845 
Columbiana County 
Sam Sacconi             330-227-9900 
Mahoning County 
Jeff Beatty 330-647-8420 
Portage/Summit Counties 
P.*SHIRLEY* Stokes 330-644-4572 
Stark County    
Robert Fedor  330-546-7450 
Trumbull County 
Jeff Beatty 330-647-8420 
 
Region 01 
Larry Dobbins, Jr. 740-219-2716 
Belmont County  
Bob Nagy 740-310-2116 
Harrison County 
Andy Kosar 740-632-7144 
Jefferson County 
Larry Dobbins, Sr. 740-765-4825 
Monroe County   
Andy Kosar 740-632-7144 
   
*Region 02  
Jim ‘Goofy’ Bown 740-704-4322 
DD ‘Smoke’ James 740-819-0645 
DD Brent Rexroad 740-849-0338 
Coshocton County OPEN 
Guernsey County 
Brenda Foraker    740-679-2494  
Licking County 
Bo Essig 614-984-1062 
Holmes County 
Knox County OPEN 
Muskingum County 
Adam Trembley 740-868-7611 
 
Region 03  
Mark Davis                419-235-7581 
Allen County 
Dana Frost 419-229-0982 
Auglaize County 
David Rostorfer 419-738-8895 
Logan County 
Jack Linet                  937-539-0941 
Mercer County 
Paulding County 
Daniel Bustos            419-399-5291 
Putnam County 
Donna Schimmoller   419-453-3890 
Shelby County 
Van Wert County 
Andy Riley 419-303-3229 
 

*Region 04  
Ruby Worchuck        419-256-2560  
Defiance County  OPEN 
Fulton County 
Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185 
Henry County 
Don Buehrer 419-579-4878  
Williams County    
Wendell Humphrey 419-459-4752 
 
 

*Region 05  
Tim Kaelin 513-561-4745 
DD Denny Wichert  513-410-1930 
Adams/Brown County    Open 
Cler/Butler/Ham/War Co’s.  
Tim Kaelin                513-561-4745 
Clinton County 
Dwight Meeker 937-728-6565 
Fayette County  Open 
Highland County  Open 
 

*Region 06  
Dave Griffin 937-381-7483 
DD-Marilyn Griffin    937-381-7386  
Champaign/Clark Counties 
Lawrence  Taylor 937-626-6958 
Darke County  Open 
Greene County 
Lawrence  Taylor 937-626-6958 
Miami County   
Mike Wendel 937-564-5005 
Montgomery County Open 
Preble County  Open 
 

*Region 07  
Larry Morgan 567-201-3062 
Erie County OPEN  
Huron County OPEN  
Lucas County   
Mike Stock 419-654-5446 
Ottawa County 
‘Bushman’ Sprague 419-680-8584 
Sandusky County 
Bill “Grease” Willer 419-665-2068 
Seneca County   
Claude Schindorff 419-619-2834 
Wood County     
Mike Stock 419-654-5446  
 
Region 08  
Tim Cordray             740-269-1213 
DD: Rusty Pierce     330-340-8882 
Carroll County 
Ike Hennebert Sr. 330-324-2981 
Stark County 
Terry West 330-455-8287 
Tuscarawas County 
Dave Antonelli 330-343-5374 
 

*Region 09 
Kolman Fuzy           614-332-0198  
DD Kathy Gantner 614-231-5143 
Delaware County Open 
Franklin County   
Brian Nissley 614-778-3415 
Madison County  Open 
Pickaway County 
Jeff Bowersock        614-306-2570 
Pike, Ross &  
Scioto Counties Open 
Union County  Open 
 
Region 10 
Chris Weil 614-975-1901 
DD-Chris Long 614-206-1742 
Hocking County  Open 
Fairfield County Open 

Perry County Open 
Vinton County Open 
Morgan County Open 
Noble County Open 
 
Region 11 
Call State office  800-25-BIKER 
Athens County Open 
Lawrence County Open 
Gallia County Open 
Jackson County Open 
Meigs County Open  
Washington County Open 
 
*Region 12      
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones    440-261-1122  
Ashtabula County  
Charles ‘Jason’ Jones    440-261-1122  
Cuyahoga County Open 
Geauga County Open 
Lake County Open 
 
*Region 14 
Pete Barnes 419-722-9941 
DD-Darryl Thacker 740-225-5251 
Crawford County      
Craig Gubernath 330-421-2155 
Hancock County Open 
Lonnie Ritter 419-619-6603 
Hardin County  
Jeremy Billenstein   740-360-0760  
Marion County    
Mandy Smith 330-421-2155 
Morrow County    
Guy Campo 419-512-4270 
Wyandot County    
Katy Helge 567-232-0420 
Lisa Barnes 419-294-8066 
 

 
Region 16   
Cowboy Whitman     330-567-3127 
Ashland County 
Rick McClure           419-869-7025 
Holmes County 
Cowboy Whitman     330-567-3127 
Lorain County   Open 
Medina County 
Garret Robison 330-278-2714 
Richland County 
Deborah Stephens 419-689-9459  
Wayne County 
Milan Sigler              330-262-3991 
 

 
STATE OFFICE  

800-25-BIKER / 614-319-3644 
www.abate.com  

 
State Board Members  
are Listed on Page 5 

Region Directors and 
County Coordinators 

 
NOTE:  Updates should      
 be sent to:  

 

outspokin@abate.com 
~AND~ 

stateoffice@abate.com  

See List Above 
**St. Deputy Director Areas: 
 

A: R’s Zero, 8, 12 & 16 
B: R’s 1, 2, 10 &11 
C: R’s 9,5 & 6 
D: R’s 3, 4, 7, & 14 

  ABATE of Ohio, Inc. Region Directors and County Coordinators 
            **State Deputy Directors:   A: Tim “TJ” Johnson  330-360-7752    B:  Paul Rayl 417-737-1314 
(**Legend is beside Map below)   C: Kolman Fuzy 614-332-0198              D: Brian Jordan 419-307-3506 
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ABATE of Ohio:  www.abate.com  
State of Ohio:  www.ohio.gov  
AMA:  www.ama-cycle.org/ 

www.abatelegal.com 

MRF:  www.mrf.org/ 
NCOM:  www.ON-A-BIKE.com 

OMTA:  www.ohiotrails.org/  
www.roadhazard.org 

March is here, Start Your Engines! 
Old Man Winter has lost his grip on us so 
it is  me to ride! With that said, if you 
have not already done so, now is the 
me to give the old scoot a good going 

over with the proverbial fine tooth comb. 
Start with the  res; check for wear and 
tread depth and any deformi es that 
might have been caused by road debris. 
If any defects are detected replace the 
re, your life may depend on it. If the  re 

is in good condi on, check the air 
pressure, correct air pressure allows the 
re perform as it was designed and gives 

you an even wear pa ern so you get the best mileage for your investment.  Tires 
good, next check your drive line. Look for wheel bearing seals that may be leaking, 
this means it is  me to pull the wheel bearings, inspect for excessive wear, replace 
and repack as needed and replace bearing seals. Now check shocks and drive belt 
and or chain, check swing arm bushings for wear and misalignment, any defect must 
be repaired or replaced. Clean, lubricate and torque all fasteners to factory 
specifica ons. Be kind to your engine and transmission, change engine oil and filter, 
drain and refill transmission to specifica ons and now give your baby a bath and wax 
job. Now you are ready to ride. 

Something Amazing happened at the American Motorcyclist Associa on 2014 
Awards Banquet. ABATE of Ohio, Inc. was selected as the “2014 Recrea onal Road 
Riding Organiza on of the Year” WOW! Having this great honor bestowed on us is a 
testament to the en re ABATE of Ohio, Inc. staff who work within the guidelines of 
the AMA Event Insurance Program, namely; applying at least 6 weeks out for event 
coverage with an approved flier submi ed through our Events Submission System on 
our State Website, returning accurate and complete Release Forms and Referee 
Reports to State Office no less than 7 days a er your Event. Job Well Done by all 
Regions. I Thank You One and All from the Bo om of My Heart. 

State Seminar, Deer Creek State Lodge, March 27‐28, 2015. BE THERE! We 
moved the Seminar to the end of March so you can ride to it, do not miss this 
excellent learning experience in a most beau ful se ng in 
one of your fabulous Ohio State Park Lodges. The  
Seminar Commi ee is pu ng together an event you 
will enjoy and remember for years to come. 

 
United We Stand, 
 
Jim “SNAFU” Elgin 
 
chairo oard@abate.com  

 www.abate.com    OutSpokin’    5 

ABATE 

of Ohio, Inc. 

COB Corner 

Jim “SNAFU” Elgin 
Chairman of the Board 

  ABATE of Ohio, Inc. 
ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education) of Ohio, 
Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization.  Dues, dona-

tions/contributions, event funds and ABATE products are NOT 
tax deductible as a charitable contribution.  

ABATE is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the 
image and promoting the safe operating practices of Ohio 

motorcyclists.  

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to  
a thirty percent administration fee. 

Membership in ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is open to all 
persons 18 years and older, having an interest in 

preserving personal freedoms and sharing our goals. 
Owning a motorcycle is not necessary.  

Annual dues are $25 single, $40 couple.   
========================================                

STATE OFFICE INFO  
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1658, Hilliard, Ohio 43026                              
Street Address: 3999 Parkway Lane #11,  

Hilliard, Ohio  43026 
1-800-25-BIKER  or  614-319-3644.  (local)                                                      

Fax: 614-319-4715 (call ahead)  

Office Hours:  
Monday Thru Friday,  10:00 am to 5:00 pm                                                     

email:  stateoffice@abate.com 
 

The ABATE of Ohio, Inc. newsletter, OutSpokin’, is 
published monthly.  Deadline is the first of each 

month preceding the issue month.   
Guidelines for material publication:  You may submit 
letters, photos, articles about ABATE related events. 

Stories and articles about motorcycling are also 
welcome.  Each are accepted on a case by case basis.  

We will not accept slanderous or accusing letters, 
profanities, or non-ABATE related letters.  

 

Advertising Information: 
800-25-BIKER, e-mail: outspokin@abate.com 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc., reserves the right to refuse  
any advertising or display that we deem to be  

inappropriate, obscene, or otherwise unsuitable for 
publication. Display of business names,  

advertisements or supporters is not and shall  
not be construed as an endorsement by  

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. of any business listed. 
 

Ad form pg 23 or request by email  
outspokin@abate.com 

 

======================================== 
 

STATE BOARD MEMBERS  
 

Chairman of the Board:  Jim Elgin 
Ohio ABATE PAC Chairman:  Ed Schetter 

ABATE Foundation Chair: Jim Sprague 
Ex Officio Officer:   Jim “Goofy” Bown 

Executive Director:  Ed Schetter  
 Treasurer:  Kim Chafin, Interim  

Secretary:  Cindy Balach 
Deputy Directors:  A: TJ Johnson - B: Paul Rayl  

C: Kolman Fuzy -  D: Brian Jordan  
State Security Dir.:  John Shankster  

State Products:  OPEN 
State News Dir.:  Diane Thompson 

Government Relations Dir.:  Scott “Woody” Wood 
Safety & Ed. Director:  Mike Stock  

State Events Director:  OPEN 
 Technical Director:  Tim “TJ” Johnson  

Office Staff:  Chris Winchester 
Ohio MRF Rep:  Robin Biltz Pickens 

NCOM Rep: Haskel Combs 
 



Spring is just 
around the cor-
ner. Starts the 
20th, 21st or 22nd, 
depending on 
which calendar 
you happen to 
buy.  Just another 
maybe left open 
for heated discus-
sion over a couple 
of beverages of 
your choice at 

seminar. 

Barack Obama was an honor student, John F Kennedy 
was a middle of the road one, Ulysses S. Grant was a terrible 
one, and Abraham Lincoln attended little and was mostly self 
taught.  Woodrow Wilson was introspective, Ronald Reagan 
was outgoing, and John Adams seemed to have a dislike for 
the human species.  Franklin Roosevelt came from a famous 
family, Richard Nixon came from a blue collar family, and Bill 
Clinton’s family was led by a single mother.  At 5’4” and un-
der 100 lbs. James Madison was the smallest, at 6’4” Abra-
ham Lincoln was the tallest and at over 330 lbs. William How-
ard Taft was the heaviest.  James Buchanan was single, 
Grover Cleveland was married in the White House, Thomas 
Jefferson was a widow with a taste for the help, and Bill Clin-
ton was well…..Bill Clinton. 

My point here is not to give a history lesson or to give 
out answers for trivial pursuit or for us to start a discussion or 
argument about a 2 big party system, probably determined 
by the number of beverages mentioned earlier.  It is that 
there is great diversity within the Presidents of this United 
States.  But they all shared a love for this country and passion 
that they rode all the way to the White House.  Just as I like 
to see a great diversity within our ABATE officers and mem-
bership.  It doesn’t matter what you ride: be it touring, cruiser 
or sport bike, be it American, European or metric, in a club or 
as an independent, it’s that you ride and are one of the proud 
few that are willing to stand up and defend the lifestyle we 
hold dear. 

This diversity is needed so we can examine issues that 
we may run into from as many differing points of view as 
possible.  This may lead to some heated discussions and votes 
that are not unanimously voted on.  Try and look at the issues 
from another’s point of view, it may give insight that you’ve 
never seen.  I remember this coming up first hand when we 
were working on the handlebar height legislation.  The pow-
ers that be wanted something that could be measured: 
height off the saddle, degrees the handle bars could be 
turned or who knows what else.  We were offered a compro-
mise that would allow unlimited height but would establish a 
minimum amount of rotation in the handle bars.  This would 
have sold out the sport bikers for the cruisers and we can’t 
support anything that singles out one type of bike or biker.  
Once we let the powers that be divide us we are on our way 

to being defeated.  We are all brothers and sisters in the 
wind.   

Embrace the diversity we have within our organization.  
It is one of our strengths.  Let’s look to expand ABATE in 
membership and continue to increase the diversity in the 
great organization.  Each new member could have that idea 
that’s the silver bullet we’ve been looking for on a multitude 
of issues.  I look forward to achieving great things with this 
group.  We have a new legislature to work with, let’s see 
what we can do to help them see things our way. 

Now on to the business part of my report: 

As Executive Director and Chair of the Bylaw Committee 
I need your help.  You, the proud members and officers of 
ABATE of Ohio Inc.  As is usually the case in a not for profit 
organization run by volunteers like ours money is tight.  It’s 
not to an emergency level but the Board of Directors and 
Finance Committee are doing their job and examining all 
costs and incomes associated with keeping ABATE a function-
ing and growing State Motorcycle Rights Organization so it 
doesn’t get to that point.  Many issues have come up in dis-
cussion.  The two big ones seem entwined with each other.  
They are the cost of membership and the State Newsletter 
(The OutSpokin’.)  The discussion has come down to three 
things. Knowing the way the economy has been and how 
tight money still is for some, here is where I need your input: 

1. The cost of membership has remained the same for 
over 10 years ($25 single/$40 couple.)  Even though 
just about every cost associated with promoting our 
lifestyle has gone up.  Is it time to raise the cost of 
membership? 

2. With the State Newsletter being available in a digital 
format to everyone online at www.abate.com is it 
time to make The OutSpokin’ a subscription based 
magazine for those that still want a printed copy? 

3. If the option was given on the ABATE application to 
opt out of the State Newsletter would enough peo-
ple choose that option to save some printing costs 
and maybe reduce the number of yearly issues to 10 
from the 12 it currently is. 

No decisions have been made but it will be discussed 
again at the March Board of Director’s meeting.   

Please E-mail me 
you thoughts on this 
issue at executivedirec-
tor@abate.com  I look 
forward to your input 
and utilizing it in the 
upcoming decisions 
 
Enjoying the Ride, 
Ed Schetter 
Executive Director 
enjoyingtheride1@aol.com 

 
 
 

 

 

ABATE 

of Ohio, Inc. 
 

Executive Director 
 

Ed 

“Enjoyin’ the Ride” 

Schetter 
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I would like to 
welcome every-
one that has 
stepped up and 
accepted coun-
ty and/or re-
gional Legisla-
tive Officer po-
sitions. Anyone 
that is new to 
the position, 
feel free to con-
tact me with 

questions, suggestions, or complaints. I remember 
when I first became county Legislative Officer, I re-
ceived a lot of help getting started. I feel it is part of my 
job to do the same for anyone that wants help. My 
email is legislativedirector@abate.com.  
At our State Seminar coming up on March 28 we will 
discuss, round table style, ABATE of Ohio's legislative 
agenda. This section of the seminar IS NOT a lecture. It 
is a group discussion.  
Come prepared to get involved in our legislative en-
deavors.  
I am looking forward to working with Ohio's General 
Assembly this year. There are several that have helped 
us in the past that were re-elected. Our Legislator of 
the year in 2012, Rep. Cliff Rosenberger is the newly 
appointed Speaker of the House. Congratulations Rep. 
Rosenberger! 
We are planning on re-introducing the Road Guard Bill. 
This bill creates a State-run training and certification 

for blocking traffic during group rides. The previous 
sponsors Rep. Doug Green and Rep. Al Landis were 
both re-elected. I am looking forward to working with 
them again on this bill.  
At the January ABATE of Ohio Board meeting the board 
voted to pursue a bill similar to Michigan's law on Tem-
porary Learner's Permits for motorcycles. We are plan-
ning is a bill that would put a maximum limit of two 
Learner's Permits in a ten year time period.  
I hope to see you at the seminar.  
 
Regards, 
Scott “Woody” Wood 
State Government Relations Director 
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. 
 woody702001@yahoo.com 

 

ABATE 

of Ohio, Inc. 
 

Government Relations 

Director 
 

Scott “Woody” Wood  
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Hi Friends, 

Suffering from 
CRD?   (Can’t Ride 
Depression)   SRS?  
(Salty Road Syn-
drome) 

You aren’t suffer-
ing alone, believe me!  
Spring is only a couple 
months away :) 

FREEDOM has 
many definitions; 

Liberty, Independence, Choice, Free Will and many more. 
ABATE of Ohio fights for FREEDOM for Bikers and their choices 
involving motorcycles. As an American and a Motorcyclist, 
FREEDOM of CHOICE is what we fight for.  How do we fight? 
Politics.  One of the most hated words used today, but if we 
don’t fight in that arena, we lose our Freedom of Choice to 
those who think they know better.  I call them the do-gooders 
of the world.  To be fair, the do-gooders do do some good, but 
they don’t know the Biker world so they shouldn’t be able to 
dictate what or how we ride.  Through the years our organiza-
tion and Political Action Committee have fought and won 
many battles with the do-gooders. Lately, the do-gooders are 
getting stronger because no one wants to be involved in 
“politics”.  Belonging to a grassroots organization like ABATE 
means you support the officers who do the fighting for you.  
Two common sayings are very true to us – “There is strength 
in numbers” and “Money Talks”. Belonging to ABATE is not 
very expensive but very effective. 

Are you curious what ABATE does?  How they reach 
politicians?  How they influence decision makers? 

On March 27th & 28th there is a seminar at Deer Creek 
State Park Lodge, open to the public, to share information.  
Come one day or both. Learn who we are and what we be-

lieve.  For more information about the seminar, go to 
abate.com and click on ABATE events for March.  We always 
have a lot of fun after the work is done. 

We will be showing our strength in numbers when Bik-
ers from all over the state have an escorted ride from AD Far-
row in Galena (Sunbury) to the steps of the State Capital build-
ing and proclaim that May is Motorcycle Awareness Month.  
Bikes are back on the road in the spring and people notice 
when a few thousand bikes make them stop and wait for our 
parade.  The Awareness Ride is May 2nd. 

I will also mention our state party, June Jam. Not a 
whole lot of politicking going on here.  This is where we all 
relax and party, listen to great bands, watch or participate in 
bike games and enjoy the warm, summer weather.  Since we 
are all about riding, June Jam is in beautiful Hocking Hills in a 
private campground on June 19-21.  

Thanks for listening and I hope you’ll join us for one or 
more of our events, Joining ABATE means you care about your 
FREEDOM as much as you care about your MOTORCYCLE! 
 
Ride within your 
limits, 
 
Mike Stock 
Safety and  
Education Director 
ABATE of Ohio Inc. 
419-654-5446 

 

ABATE 

of Ohio, Inc. 
 

Safety & Education 

Director 
 

Mike Stock 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – A bipartisan bill introduced today by 
U.S. Sens. Jeanne  Shaheen (D-N.H.), Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), 
Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.), Joe Manchin (D- W.Va.) and Susan 
Collins (R-Maine) would prohibit the use of federal funds 
in  establishing motorcycle-only checkpoints.  
Specifically, the “Stop Motorcycle Checkpoint Funding Act” 
would restrict the  Secretary of Transportation from granting 
funds to any government entity for a  program to check hel-
met use or to create checkpoints for an operator of a  mo-
torcycle or a passenger on a motorcycle. The American Mo-
torcyclist Association and the Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
fully  support the bill.  
“Motorcycle-only checkpoints are discriminatory, forcing 
riders and their  passengers to do something not asked of 
other citizens, simply because we choose  to travel on two 
wheels, or three, instead of four,” said Wayne Allard, AMA 
vice  president for government relations. “The AMA believes 
the money used for these  operations could be better spent 
supporting programs that conduct rider education,  reduce 
distracted driving and encourage motorist awareness of 
motorcycles.”  
“We are excited to work on this most important issue,” said 
Jeff Hennie, vice  president of government relations and 
public affairs for the Motorcycle Riders  Foundation. “It is 
imperative that we end the discriminatory act of motorcycle 
only  checkpoints.”   

Motorcycle riders already are subject to state registration, 
inspection, licensing and  helmet laws and must stop at so-
briety check points like all other motorists.  
The MRF and AMA have fought motorcycle-only checkpoints 
since the state of New  York announced plans to set up 15 of 
them in 2008 to stop riders on their way  summer motorcy-
cling events.  
“Evidence suggests that motorcycle-only checkpoints do not 
effectively reduce  motorcycle injuries or fatalities and do 
not address the factors that are the main  contributors to 
motorcycle accidents,” the senators wrote in a press release 
about  the bill. “Accordingly, NHTSA does not list the practice 
in its own 2013 Highway  Safety Countermeasure Guide for 
State Highway Offices, which details policies and  activities 
that the agency considers effective at reducing crash injuries 
and  fatalities.”   
States use funding from the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration to pay  for the checkpoints, so federal legisla-
tion can halt the practice.  
If passed, this federal bill will cut off NHTSA funding and 
ensure that riders across  the country are safeguarded from 
these ineffective and discriminatory stops.  
“Using motorcyclists tax dollars to discriminate and harass 
them with mandatory  roadside checkpoints in the name of 
safety is offensive and just plain wrong. No one  is more 
aware of the condition of the motorcycle than the person 
riding it,” Hennie  said.  
“If the NHTSA truly is interested in motorcyclists’ safety, it 
would fund proven  programs that help prevent crashes, 
rather than these checkpoints,” Allard said.   
California, Louisiana, Missouri, North Carolina, Illinois, New 
Hampshire and Virginia  have passed legislation curbing mo-
torcycle-only checkpoints.  
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Bipartisan Senate Bill would Ban Federal Funding for  
Motorcycle-Only Checkpoints 
 
January 8, 2015 

MRF media contact: Jeff Hennie Phone: 202-725-5471  
E-mail: Jeff@MRF.org  
AMA media contact: James Holter  
Phone:   (614) 856-1900, ext. 1280  
E-mail: jholter@amacycle.org  

All Information contained in this release is copyrighted. Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders Founda-
tion. All rights reserved.  Ride With The LeadersTM by joining the MRF at 

http://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/page-1654836 or call (202) 546-0983  
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SUPERIOR MOTORCYCLE 
COVERAGE IS CLOSER 

THAN IT APPEARS.

IT’S TIME TO RIDE.
ANXIETY VANISHED AT THE LAST REST STOP.

Ride with Rider. Get your quote today.
Visit rider.com or call (844) 276-0155.

Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.
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PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- The country's top racers from 
American Motorcyclist Association-sanctioned motorcycle and 
all-terrain vehicle competition were honored at the AMA 
Championship Banquet on Saturday, Jan. 17, at the Aladdin 
Event & Conference Center in Columbus, Ohio. The AMA 
presented champions their 2014 AMA National No. 1 plates, 
recognized the season's best organizers and announced the 
2014 AMA Athletes of the Year.  

AMA President and CEO Rob Dingman congratulated the 
racers and their families on their success in 2014 and thanked 
them for their contributions to motorcycling.  

"The riders, families, crew members and sponsors in this 
room tonight are what make AMA-sanctioned competition the 
greatest in the world," Dingman said. "Here, we recognize those 
who excel in the simplicity and ferocity of dirt track, the balance 
and control of trials, the speed and grace of road racing, the 
daring of motocross, the rush of hillclimb and land-speed 
competition, the endurance and variety of off-road racing, and 
the extreme demands of ice racing.  

"Congratulations on your success in 2014, and thank you 
for your support of the AMA!" Dingman said.  

Motorsports media personalities Laurette Nicoll and Greg 
White emceed the banquet, which awarded national 
championship trophies to racers in more than a dozen AMA-
sanctioned series and events.  

The AMA's highest competitive honors, the AMA Athlete of 
the Year Awards, recognize riders from each of the two 
categories of national championship competition -- AMA 
National Championship Series and AMA Grand Championships -
- as well as a rider from ATV competition. AMA Athletes of the 
Year are voted on by AMA members. 

Kailub Russell, Grand National Cross Country XC1 
champion and the top American at the International Six Days 
Enduro, won the AMA National Championship Series Athlete of 
the Year Award. Russell, from Boonville, N.C., races for the 
FMF/KTM factory team.  

"It was a good year for me, both in the GNCCs and going to 
the ISDE, and I appreciate this award," Russell said. "I have to 
thank my family, my wife and the Racer Productions crew, and I 
also want to wish a happy birthday to my step mom Carrie. It 
takes a large group of people to win a national championship, 
and it's tough to get the job done, but motorcycle racing is a fun 
sport."  

R.J. Hampshire, the 2014 AMA Motocross Horizon Award 
winner and multiple champion from the AMA Amateur 

Motocross National Championship, won the AMA Grand 
Championship Athlete of the Year Award. Hampshire, from 
Hudson, Fla., competes in the 250SX East Supercross 
Championship for GEICO Honda.  

"For me, this is a great way to cap off not just the year, but 
it also caps off my amateur career," Hampshire said. "I'm 
looking forward to the [250SX East] Supercross season starting 
in a few weeks. Thanks to everyone for this award. I really 
appreciate it."  

Chris Borich, who won the XC1 ATV championship in the 
GNCC series, was the AMA ATV Athlete of the Year. Borich, 
from Sunbury, Pa., races for Team Maxxis. Borich was unable to 
attend the event due to off-season training. Tim Cotter, GNCC 
event director, accepted the award on Borich's behalf.  

"The first thing that comes to mind when I think of Chris is 
that he is tenacious in his racing," Cotter said. "When he goes to 
that starting line, it is all about that first turn, but the most 
important thing about Chris is his family. They are always there. 
His parents are always there supporting him."  

In addition to the AMA Athlete of the Year Awards, the 
AMA also recognizes outstanding competitors in three 
categories: AMA Female Racer of the Year, AMA Vet/Senior 
Racer of the Year and AMA Youth Racer of the Year. 

Erin Hunter-Sills, land-speed racer and AMA and world 
record holder, was announced as the AMA Female Racer of the 
Year. Hunter-Sills is from San Francisco.  

"I am incredibly honored, primarily to represent all of the 
women in the room -- from the grandmothers to the 13-month 
old I saw sitting on a motorcycle over here and naturally 
grabbing the throttle and turning her wrist," Hunter-Sills said. 
"I'm honored not only to represent our half of the species, but 
the sport of land speed motorcycle racing, where women and 
men race against each other, which I think is genuine and puts 
us on equal footing regardless of gender."  

The AMA Vet/Senior Racer of the Year was Steve Bromley 
from Trevose, Pa. Bromley won the 750 Hotshoe and 50+ Open 
championships in the 2014 AMA Vintage Dirt Track National 
Championship Series.  

"It feels pretty awesome," Bromley said. "It felt good just 
to be nominated for this award, but to win it felt special. I just 
want to thank my brothers and my dad -- he passed away a 
couple years ago and he got us all into racing. Plus, I want to 
thank my wife, who is behind me 100 percent."  

(Continued on Page 25 - AMA News) 

AMA Championship Banquet honors top motorcycle and 

ATV racers from all disciplines  



THE DEFINITION OF 

“BIKER” HAS 

EVOLVED 

Q: People say I’m a 

biker. What’s a 

biker?  ABATE 

member. 

A: Depends on your 

attitude, I suppose. 

The word “biker,” 

like many others, 

has meaning and 

usage, some of 

which are positive, 

and some of which 

are not. Not even dictionaries can agree on the definition. Web-

ster’s Third New International Dictionary defines a biker as 

“motorcyclist; especially one who is a member of an organized 

gang.”  (A member of a gang? What is with that?) The American 

Heritage Dictionary of the English Language notes a biker is “1. 

One who rides a bicycle or a motorbike. 2. A motorcyclist, espe-

cially a member of a motorcycle gang.” Meanwhile, our British 

cousins define a biker as “someone who rides a motorcycle or 

bicycle,” - Cambridge Dictionary of American English. Curiously, 

the Cambridge International Dictionary of English notes an in-

formal usage of biker as “a member of a gang group of motorcy-

clists.” The Random House Historical Dictionary of American 

Slang notes that the meaning of “biker” as “gang member” be-

came current usage in 1968. Of course, the term would have 

been used informally for some time before that. Prior to 1981, 

Webster’s had no definition for biker at all, and was added in 

order to better reflect current trends in popular usage, accord-

ing to a spokesperson for Webster’s. 

How did we get from “motorcycle rider” to “gang member?” 

The exact route is unclear, but three events seem to have solidi-

fied the “gang member” connotation for bikers. The first is the 

Hollister, CA rally of 1947. Shortly after the end of WWII, large 

numbers of demobilized troops turned to motorcycling for rec-

reation, camaraderie, and as a way of dealing with the lingering 

horrors of war ( Today, it is called post traumatic stress syn-

drome by some). One of the gatherings of riders that caught the 

attention of the press was a rally held in Hollister, California, 

about 100 miles south of San Francisco. Life Magazine, in an 

effort to portray the spirit of motorcycling, staged a picture of a 

man sitting on top of a motorcycle amid a pile of beer bottles. 

The myth of the biker was born. 

Two other events brought the myth into clear focus for the 

masses, and both were images from the movies. The 1954 re-

lease of Brando’s “The Wild One” and 1969's “Easy Rider” ce-

mented an image of bikers as marauding, out-of-control gang 

members. Subsequent movies and books have relied on those 

associations to the point where the mental image of “biker” 

becomes Brando or Dennis Hopper (with a football helmet, no 

less). It’s a shame that a conscientious, hard-working, freedom-

loving group of individualists are defined by media image and a 

some that are not us. 

 How do we change the image? We keep doing the things we 

always do: respect others, defend our rights, participate in our 

communities, help the less fortunate, and ride safely. But  we 

can do more, like contacting publishers of dictionaries and 

letting them know that bikers aren’t gang members any more 

than any other group.  ABATE Legal has taken the lead by 

writing to the publishers of Webster’s and other dictionaries to 

ask that they make modifications to the definition to clarify the 

usage. We will keep you posted on any further responses from 

the publishers.  

 

THE MEANING OF ABATE 

Q: I’ve been traveling, and I always try to hook up with fellow 

ABATE members in other states. I’ve noticed that ABATE seems 

to stand for different things in different states. What gives? 

A: I've learned an ironclad rule in my life: Ask any three ABATE 

members a question and you'll get three different opinions. It is 

even so with our own name. In Ohio, Indiana, Arizona, and New 

York, it's "American Bikers Aimed Toward Education." In Illinois, 

it was "A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments," but it’s 

now "A Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education." Michigan and 

Utah say it's "American Bikers Aiming Toward Education." In the 

Ozarks, it's "Arkansas Bikers Aiming Towards Education." The 

"American Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education" meet in 

California, while the "American Bikes Aiming Toward Education" 

meet in Florida. The "Alliance of Bikers Aimed Toward Equity" 

calls Massachusetts home, "A Brotherhood Aiming Toward Edu-

cation" meet in Oklahoma, and you’ll find "American Bikers 

Active Towards Education" in Louisiana. The "Alliance of Bikers 

Aimed Toward Education" calls Pennsylvania home, while the 

"American Bikers Active Toward Education" are in Mississippi. 

You'll even find the "Association of Bikers for Awareness Train-

ing and Education" in Ontario, Canada. Finally, you can find "A 

Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments" in Maryland, 

Oregon, South Carolina, and Washington. 

The history of ABATE organizations began forty years ago. In the 

late 1960s, Easyriders Magazine, at the urging of motorcycle 

clubs, began working on a nationwide effort to protect the  
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MINNESOTA ANTI-PROFILING MEASURE INTRODUCED 
A proposed anti-profiling bill before the Minnesota 

House would create rules to reduce perceived profiling of 
motorcycle riders and would require several law enforcement 
groups to draft anti-profiling practices when dealing with the 
riders. 

Once drafted, law enforcement agencies would then 
have to train every officer and verify that with the state. 

House File 59, “Motorcycle Profiling,” was filed on 
January 12, 2015 in the state House of Representatives and 
referred to the Public Safety and Crime Prevention Policy and 
Finance Committee, and the bill stems from claims that police 
have been pulling over motorcyclists without reasonable 
cause:  “Purpose. The legislature finds that the reality or public 
perception of motorcycle profiling alienates people from 
police, hinders community policing efforts, and causes law 
enforcement to lose credibility and trust among the people 
law enforcement is sworn to protect and serve. No stop 
initiated by a peace officer should be made without a 
legitimate reason; the fact that someone rides a motorcycle or 
wears motorcycle paraphernalia is not a legitimate reason. 
Law enforcement policies and training programs must 
emphasize the need to respect the balance between the rights 
of all persons to be free from unreasonable governmental 
intrusions and law enforcement's need to enforce the law.” 

The measure defines “motorcycle profiling” as “(T)he 
illegal use of the fact that a person rides a motorcycle or 
wears motorcycle-related accouterments as a factor in 
deciding to stop and question, take enforcement action, 
arrest, or search a person or vehicle with or without a legal 
basis under the United States Constitution or Minnesota 
Constitution.” 

HF 59 is co-sponsored by Rep. John Petersburg (R-
Waseca) who said that he signed on to the bill in part because 
he heard claims of profiling on the campaign trail.  In October, 
he attended a forum hosted by American Bikers for 
Awareness, Training and Education, or ABATE.  “Because 
they’re riding motorcycles and wearing motorcycle gear, 
they’re getting stopped,” Petersburg said. 

Minnesota was the first and only state in the country to 
enact a biker anti-discrimination law; Minnesota Statute 
Section 604.12, enacted in 1998 states in part: “A place of 
public accommodation may not restrict access, admission, or 
usage to a person solely because the person operates a 

motorcycle or is wearing clothing that displays the name of an 
organization or association.” 
 
S.C. BILL AIMS TO REQUIRE CHILD SAFETY SEATS AND BELTS 
ON MOTORCYCLES  

A bill that would require babies and small children to be 
secured to a motorcycle with seat belts is under consideration 
by South Carolina lawmakers. 

S.C. state Rep. Joseph Daning (R-Berkely Co.) filed 
legislation (H. 3040) that would require a standard, rear-facing 
child safety seat to be used for motorcycle passengers from 
birth up to 1 year of age, and for a belt-positioning booster 
seat with both lap and shoulder belts for children younger 
than 7 and weighing 40-80 pounds. “We take care of our 
children in cars, but they’re so unprotected on the back of 
motorcycles” said Daning, who added that the bill was 
prompted by constituents who feared an ex-spouse would 
ride their children on a motorcycle. 

Rep. Bill Taylor called Daning’s proposal “government 
overreach” and said motorcyclists are a safety-conscious 
community. 

ABATE of SC state coordinator, Ralph Bell, emphasized 
that there have been no fatalities of passengers under 7, and 
said changing the law would hinder charity events. Dennis 
Welborn, the state legislative coordinator for ABATE of S.C. 
told the Morris News Service that “Its passage would cause 
much more harm than good," and in particular, mounting a 
child safety seat on a motorcycle would change its center of 
gravity, making it unwieldy, affecting its handling and braking 
abilities. 
 
MSF CONTRACTED TO MANAGE INDIANA MOTORCYCLIST 
SAFETY PROGRAM 

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation has been awarded a 
four-year contract by the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles to 
provide motorcycle training, beginning March 1, 2015.  The 
contract award marks the end of the state’s training 
relationship with ABATE of Indiana, which had been training 
riders since the 1970s.  According to Jay Jackson, ABATE 
executive director, more than 125,000 students completed its 
courses during that time.  The ABATE board of directors voted 
not to renew its contract. 

The MSF will oversee Indiana’s statewide training 
locations, provide an Indiana-dedicated website and online 
class enrollment function and administer all aspects of 
training, including MSF’s extensive quality control program.  

Indiana law requires would-be motorcycle riders to first 
obtain a learner’s permit, and then pass a motorcycle skills 
test or present a certificate of completion from a BMV 
approved motorcycle safety course. After March 1, Hoosiers 
who pass the MSF Basic Rider Course will not need to take 
Indiana’s on-cycle skills exam. “We’d like to recognize ABATE 
of Indiana for their achievements in providing motorcycle 
training over the past several years through the state’s 
network of training sites and trainers,” said MSF Vice  

(Continued on Page 17 - NCOM Newsbytes) 

 



rights of bikers. In the process of defining this new movement, 
they came up with the acronym ABATE, which stood for “A 
Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments.” Easyriders' 
choice of ABATE as an acronym was no accident. Webster de-
fines the word abate as, "to beat down; to put an end to; to 
nullify; to reduce in degree or intensity." In the countercultural 
times of the late sixties, the prevailing mood was, "it is us 
against them", with "them" being Big Brother in all his control-
ling forms. The job at hand was to nullify the intrusion of gov-
ernment into our personal lives, with a major emphasis on 
eliminating mandatory helmet laws. 
 
In its infancy, ABATE was a loose-knit organization. Member-
ships were sent in to and managed by Easyriders. State level 
activists -- along with the folks at Easyriders -- quickly realized 
that locally controlled organizations were needed, and the 
biker's rights movement began to spread as state motorcy-
clists' rights organizations started popping up around the coun-
try. Between the early 1970s and the mid-1980s, most of the 
MROs we know today came into being as independent, auton-
omous organizations. 
 
Many state groups formed under the name of ABATE, while 
others chose different acronyms such as the MMA (Modified 
Motorcycle Association) or NHMRO (New Hampshire Motorcy-
clist Rights Organization). Likewise, some of the ABATE organi-
zations stuck with Easyriders' original meaning of A Brother-
hood Against Totalitarian Enactments, while others went with 
variations such as American Bikers Aimed Toward Education, or 
A Brotherhood Active Toward Education.  As the seventies 
closed and the eighties opened, a lack of trust and communica-
tion between the various state organizations was still hurting 
the movement. The movement had begun to stagnate, and 
members needed to understand that they were in fact all on 
the same team, and that they could do a lot more by working 
together. In 1985, another attempt was made to bring people 
together. By this point in time, leaders in the biker's rights 
world clearly understood that maintaining the sanctity of the 
state groups was paramount, and no one was interested in 
forming a national group that would oversee the activities of 
the MROs. The idea was to simply offer a forum for open com-
munication between the MROs in a setting where people could 
get to know each other and start to share ideas. That forum 
was the first MRF Meeting of the Minds, held in St. Louis in 
September of 1985, and it proved to be a defining moment in 
the history of biker's rights. While many of the attendees were 
distrustful walking in, by the end of the conference every per-
son in attendance knew that something significant had hap-
pened. 
The ABATE letters may have different interpretation, but the 
meaning remains the same.  (A special thanks to the MRF for 
some of the history provided herein). 
 

CHASERS AND BITERS 
 
Q: Everybody in my family loves Harleys, including our dog.  
Sadly she isn’t with us any more because the other day she was 
running with a motorcycle.  The bike hit her and the rider was 
tossed over the handle bars. Both the rider and the bike were 
pretty messed up. Now the rider is suing me.  
 
A: Call your insurance agent asap. The number of riders injured 
by “chasers” has increased dramatically. Most riders cannot 
appreciate the devastating effect of a “dog strike.” According 
to the motorcycle safety professionals, there are usually one of 
two results. The first, best, result is that you are traveling fast 
enough and the dog is small enough that you play “Evel 
Knievel” and ride over the top of the dog. Hopefully, you can 
keep it shiny side up after contact. The other scenario is not so 
good for you (both are bad for the dog). Let’s say you hit 
“Mongo the Ox-Dog.” Your front wheel will instantly snap to 
full left or full right, and you and your bike will go head over 
wheels down the road. This type of incident is responsible for 
many serious injuries.  (Long time ABATE member Gary Byers 
can tell you all about that). 
 
Our ABATE Motorcycle Safety course teaches us to maintain 
our scan and be on the alert for dogs. Dogs usually attack in a 
straight line. Riders wary of dogs should anticipate that line, 
slow down and then, when the dogs get near, gear down and 
speed away. Unfortunately, this only works if we have picked 
up the dog in our rider scan. 
 
Dogs are many things to many people, but to all them, dogs are 
a responsibility. Many localities have ordinances that require 
that pets be kept under control, and the common law of most 
states have holdings similar to this one: “The keeper of an ani-
mal has a duty to provide for the restraining and confinement 
of that animal, ... and may become liable for damages the ani-
mal causes when the keeper is otherwise negligent in the man-
ner of its keeping and control. In such cases, the person in con-
trol of the animal is bound to take note of the natural propen-
sities of the type and breed of the animal in question.” Vetor v. 
Vetor, 634 N.E.2d 513. 
 
If your dog is a known “chaser,” then you have a duty to pro-
tect motorcyclists from the dangers of a “dog-strike.” That 
means that you are responsible for what your dog does, espe-
cially if you are aware of the “natural propensities” of the dog, 
like chasing motorcycles. If you know your dog likes doing cer-
tain things, like chasing Harleys, and somebody gets hurt be-
cause your dog was chasing the Harley, then you are likely 
responsible for the damages. 
 
Of course, your responsibilities don’t end at the property line. 
One of the most prevalent claims arising from dog ownership 
involves dog bites. Most claims involving dogs will be covered 
by your homeowners policy. However, insurance companies  
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report that dog-bite claims are rising. Because of that, some 

insurance companies are cancelling policies for homeowners 

whose dog has bitten someone. Some companies have even 

began cancelling policies (or refusing to write new ones) for 

owners of particular breeds of dogs, especially Rottweilers and 

Pit bulls. While few insurance companies admit that they 

blacklist these types of dogs, those breeds cause insurers to 

review the file more carefully. 

 Responsible dog ownership of all breeds is the key to claim 

prevention. Factors such as whether the dog is spayed or 

neutered, properly socialized, supervised, humanely trained, 

and safely confined, play significantly greater roles than the 

breed of the dog alone. The best way to make sure your home 

insurance doesn’t get canceled because of your dog is to make 

sure it won't bite anyone and to take reasonable precautions to 

prevent the dog from getting out of the yard.  

 

DOC JONES - REST IN PEACE 

Sadly, I report the death of long time ABATE member, Doctor 

Rick Jones.  He died of complications from ALS this past 

Christmas Eve surrounded by his family.  Doc impacted so many 

as head of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois, as a MRF charter member and 

faithful mover and shaker of Heartland Steam.  He was a 

wonderful father, husband, son and friend to all motorcyclists.  

He was also the world’s best veterinarian.  No one loved 

animals, people or the STATE PARTY more than Doctor Jones.   

And everytime I see a Wide-Glide Shovel with a zillion miles on 

it, I will think of Doc.  I miss him. 

        

Ride Safe & Free, 

 

Rod Taylor 

ABATE Legal Services 

abatelegal.com 

 

All questions from ABATE members are answered confidentially 

unless otherwise authorized and only after the matter is 

concluded, except when authorization for publication 

anonymously or otherwise is given for pending matters. 

Remember, injured ABATE members pay only 28 ½% of total 

recovery and expenses as approved by client, consistent with 

and conforming to applicable state law. Elsewhere, you may 

pay 33 ⅓%, 40% or even 50% of your recovery. ABATE 

members are not charged for recovery of damage to your 

motorcycle, and have access to a 24-hour toll-free telephone 

number. Call us at (800) 25-RIDER. Questions? Submit them to 

RodTaylor@abatelegal.com.  © 2015 
 

President Robert Gladden. More than 7.5 million riders 
internationally have completed motorcycle training using MSF’s 
curricula in the foundation’s 40-plus year history. 
 
FEDERAL LEGISLATION REINTRODUCED TO CURB 
MOTORCYCLE-ONLY CHECKPOINTS 

Motorcycle-only checkpoints would be discouraged under 
a bipartisan bill reintroduced January 8, 2015 by a group of 
senators in the new 114th Congress. The bill would prohibit the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration from issuing 
grants to states to fund motorcycle-only checkpoints. 

Sponsoring senators say such roadblocks are 
discriminatory, where riders are specifically targeted by police 
to check that their vehicles meet state standards for noise, 
handlebar height, tire condition and other requirements, 
including helmet compliance. 

The states of California, Louisiana, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Illinois, New Hampshire and Virginia have all passed 
legislation to prohibit motorcycle-only checkpoints. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL BILL CALLS FOR ETHANOL STUDY 

Once again, on January 6, 2015, U.S. Rep. James 
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) reintroduced a bill in the new Congress 
calling for further study of ethanol and its effect on internal 
combustion engines. 

H.R. 21 would repeal the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s waiver decision related to E15 fuel and the authority 
of the agency to grant further decisions in the matter, until the 
EPA seeks an independent scientific analysis of the effects of 
gasoline containing up to 15% ethanol. 

No motorcycles or ATVs are currently on the approved EPA 
list for E15 use, and the use of E15 can void manufacturers’ 
warranties. 
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE:  “The highest patriotism is not a blind 
acceptance of official policy, but a love of one's country deep 
enough to call her to a higher plain.” 
~ George McGovern (1922 - 2012) American politician, historian 
& author 
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Well, that’s a bit of a story, so let’s get started:  
    Quite a few years back, a handful of members of the ABATE of 
Ohio, Inc. Executive Board questioned the tax status of the ex-
isting Organization, i.e. why the tax status was this way, why 
weren’t donations tax-deductible, and how could it be changed 
to take advantage of tax-deductible donations? A committee 
was formed and tasked with investigating the possibilities of 
reorganizing the entire Organization or, in fact, to form a new 
Organization. After much time and effort, it was decided that 
rather than change the existing Organization and lose the ability 
to influence legislation favorable to the motorcycling community 
it would be far more advantageous to form a totally separate 
Organization. Thus from this effort was born the ABATE of Ohio 
Foundation, a non-profit dedicated 
to motorcycle safety, education, 
and awareness. That was almost 
ten years ago. (That's really hard to 
believe, Ten Years!) 
    So with all that time what have 
we done? That’s a good question! 
In this day and age it’s very hard 
for a young fledgling non-profit to 
raise funds in order to accomplish 
its goals. It took the Officers of the 
Foundation a great deal of work to 
come up with a strategy that has 
worked to make us grow. The first 
step was to take over the produc-
tion of the “Look Twice, Save a Life” (LTSAL) yard signs. Using the 
tax-exempt status of the Foundation we have managed to keep 
production costs of this reasonable and over time we have sold 
almost 3,000 in Ohio and surrounding states. The LTSAL program 
has been very successful and will continue to be an integral part 
of the Foundation’s core mission. Over time we have incorpo-
rated the LTSAL logo into bumper stickers, silicone wrist bands, 
pens, challenge coins, billboards, and hopefully this season ap-
parel. Keep an eye out for LTSAL stuff! 
    Is that all we have done? By no means, friends, read on....... 
    Fatal Vision Goggles: With a grant from Progressive Insurance 
the Foundation was able to purchase six pairs of goggles that 
simulate differing stages of alcohol consumption along with the 
effects it has on the riders’ coordination. The goggles have been 
used at many events to give quick and positive demonstrations 
of the dangers of riding while intoxicated. During the demonstra-
tion we also supply blood alcohol content cards (BAC) to partici-
pants that provide a quick reference of BAC to body weight and 
amount of alcohol consumed. 
    Three R’s Program: In conjunction with the Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation (MRF) we have a no nonsense presentation about 
riding responsibly. This presentation can be done with small 
groups and clubs to help reinforce not only taking care of your-
self but your riding buddy as well while at events and outings to 
help make rational decisions about alcohol/drug consumption. 
    Student Driver Education Program: Certified motorcyclist 
presenters do a presentation of the Ohio Drivers Education Pro-
gram from the motorcyclist’s perspective. Topics include sharing  
the road, ‘Look Twice, Save a Life’, as well as the possible out-

come of alcohol/drug consumption to teen drivers. This is pre-
sented at a level the teens can understand and relate. For partic-
ipating we reward the students with LTSAL wrist bands or a “txtg 
klls” (texting kills) thumb band. 

AMA Decibel Meter: Last year the American Motorcycle Asso-
ciation (AMA) awarded the Foundation the grant of a calibrated 
sound level meter. Watch for demonstrations of this device at 
events. It is being used by the AMA to compile data about mo-
torcycle sound emissions. The issue of “how loud is too loud” has 
been an ongoing issue for many years. Sound emissions, noise 
pollution, etc. is an issue that may eventually affect the life style 
that we all enjoy. 
    Scholarships and Seminars: The Foundation has sponsored 

scholarships to state and national 
seminars, giving recipients exposure 
to  
motorcycle safety and educational 
opportunities. Over the last five years 
over $6,000.00 has been awarded. 
    The ABATE Foundation Motorcycle 
Raffle: We are now in our 6th season 
of this popular event. The Foundation 
has purchased a brand new motorcy-
cle and presentation trailer to be 
raffled each of the 6 years. The annu-
al unveiling is generally early spring, 
with tickets sold throughout Ohio at 
various events until the end of Au-

gust, when a lucky winner receives the motorcycle and trailer. 
   All good stuff! 
   So who is the Foundation? 
   Six dedicated motorcyclists determined to make motorcycling 
safe, acceptable and most importantly enjoyable. Along the way, 
if someone learns something new about safety, riding impaired, 
etc., our mission is successful. The Foundation Board meets 
three times annually, with most correspondence via e-mail. All of 
the Foundation Officers must have been ABATE of Ohio, Inc. or a 
State Motorcycle Rights Organization (SMRO) member in good 
standing for a least five years, and must have served at least one 
year as an ABATE/SMRO State Officer. These qualifications as-
sure the Foundation of dedicated and qualified individuals that 
will ensure the success of the Foundations ongoing mission. 
    What are the goals of the Foundation?  
    We aim to continue to promote the cause of motorcycle safe-
ty, education and awareness. It is the Foundations intent to con-
tinue to present to motorists and motorcyclists throughout Ohio 
with quality information to help make roadways safer for all of 
us. 
    In the near future, the secondary 
goal of the Foundation is the pur-
chase of property. Property some-
where in Central Ohio that could 
possibly house and host motorcycle 
events and motorcycle related ser-
vices. Someplace that could help to 
combine the needs and vision of 
motorcyclists throughout Ohio. 

First Board Meeting - Robin, Bushman, Ed & "Fat Pat” 
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Let the good times roll! 
 So, I’m in the casino of this huge Mississippi river boat, 

the kind with a big paddle wheel on the back and the fancy, 
twin, tall white, smokestacks, ya know? And I’m with a lady-
friend who’s dressed like a saloon girl with a long, feather boa 
around her neck, a red and black brocade dress, plumes in her 
hair etc...ok? And we’re playing roulette. Every time the crou-
pier (or whatever ya call him) spins the wheel, he calls out, 
“Laissez les bon temps rouler!” which is French/Cajon for: “Let 
the good times roll!” 

 Then all of a sudden, a woman screams and points to the 
river outside! 

 We all rush to the windows to see a giant, 100 foot tall, 
Stephen Colbert...suit, glasses, skinny tie and all...rising from 
the water with a huge jar of pistachio nuts in his hands, and 
everyone starts freaking-out except me, and I’m laughing my 
ass off while assuring my friend that there’s nothing to be 
afraid of. 

 Then I wake up. 
 What the hell can this possibly mean?! I don’t even gam-

ble! 
 I dream (and recall dreaming) almost every night. I’ve 

read that we all have dreams, in fact supposedly it would be 
unhealthy not to. But usually we don’t remember them. In my 
case, even if I sleep for only a short time (sometimes for only a 
few minutes) I still have realistic, graphic dreams in such de-
tail, and seem so real upon waking, that it takes a moment to 
know if it was dreaming or reality. And like most people, un-
less I write ‘em down, I usually soon forget the specifics. But 
last night’s riverboat ride was the exception. I can still remem-
ber the smell of my friend’s perfume! 

 Just about everyone assumes that dreams can tell you 
something....something about yourself, your life and what 
you’re going through, about people and things you know of, or 
things you don’t even know about. Some folks even believe 
dreams can foretell the future, like for a lottery number or 
perhaps some kind of event. 

 A woman named Jeanne Dixon said she dreamed all 
about the assassination of President Kennedy in detail, just 
prior to the occurrence. And a guy named Edgar Cayce used to 
dream (or see in trances) all kinds of stuff that came true all 

the time. There have been tons of books written about Cayce, 
in fact there’s even a research institute founded in his name. 
In his dreams (or trances) he even accurately medically diag-
nosed many people for complicated surgery, and he wasn’t a 
doctor! I mean the guy only had a ninth grade education! They 
called him the “Sleeping Prophet”. 

 For those of you who don’t believe in “weird stuff”, it’s at 
least obvious that if nothing else dreams CAN tell you what’s 
going on in your subconscious if they’re properly understood. 
As for me, I just usually dream about stupid shit (which says a 
lot about my subconscious I guess). But I’ve often dreamed 
about friends and family who have passed away, which fortu-
nately (for me) always ends in waking with pleasant 
thoughts....other than the fact that those people are gone and 
I miss ‘em. And in the dead of winter, I often dream of riding 
the scoot on country roads on a beautiful summer’s day. The 
reasoning behind that is a no-brainer. I also dream in color 
and sometimes with music, both of which they say are unusu-
al. 

 But I also often dream about being someplace where 
there are a lot of people (usually where I used to work) and 
suddenly I realize that I’m stark naked. Now, I don’t have 
many hang-ups about being nude, nor am I an exhibitionist. I 
have a hot-tub and an enclosed pool so I’m often walking 
around the house naked. But since I’ve become so large in the 
gut, the last thing I’d want is for strangers to see me that way. 

 Obviously, if you have something stressful coming up 
that’s been on your mind, like nervousness about starting a 
new job the next day (or something like that), you might have 
a dream about that the night before. Or perhaps a dreaded 
doctor’s appointment could cause a dream (as in finding out 
the results of important lab tests). Twice during pregnancies 
my sons’ mother dreamed we were going to have a son (we 
waited for the surprise both times). And both times we had a 
son! (But I guess the odds on that are only 50/50.) 

 I’ve also noticed that the “plots” of dreams that seem to 
cover long periods of time are often in reality only a few 
minutes in length. For instance: Once when I had slept for only 
a few minutes I had a dream that took place over the course 
of my entire lifetime (up to then) complete with aging. It 
seemed to take forever! I awoke very disturbed because 
there’s an old saying that your life flashes in front of you just 
before you die, and for a few hours I thought I was doomed! 
LOL! 

 Thankfully, I rarely have nightmares. I have a few friends 
who have so many bad memories from war, or some other 
traumatic experiences, that those memories regularly spill 
over into their dreams. I’ve read that some WWII vets in their 
eighty’s still suffer this, and I know a retired professional fire-
fighter who often re-visits a horrible incident that happened 
long ago in his dreams. For those of YOU who often suffer 
from this kind of thing, well I can only hope that you seek out 
help and some peace can be had because sleep is supposed to 
be all about rest...not pain. 

 I know one of the worst things to do is to fall asleep with 
the TV on, though many of us do that all the time. Doctors 
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write that the quality of your sleep is definitely affected by ex-

ternal stimulus while sleeping, and just because your eyes have 

the curtains drawn doesn’t mean your ears are switched off. 

 Many people intentionally listen to recordings while they 

sleep that are created for that purpose. They say it aids study-

ing...like learning a language or memorizing something. A singer 

in a band I was in told me that the secret to his remembering 

the lyrics of songs, was that he read ‘em over a few times just 

before going to sleep each night until he had ‘em down. But it 

goes without saying that falling asleep to a “slash and gore” 

movie would be counter-productive to happy dreams and 

restful sleep. 

 When I was younger I could fall asleep anytime I wanted 

to. But these days, though I can will myself to sleep sometimes, 

other times it’s not so effortless unless I’m reading a book or 

watching a boring movie. Regarding that: Remember back when 

if you went to sleep with the tube on you woke to a steady, 

loud “shhhh” and a TV screen full of annoying “snow”? Nowa-

days ALL stations broadcast all night long to pick up some easy 

advertising bucks, so who knows what you’re exposed to in 

your sleep? I once woke-up in a near panic thinking that for 

some reason I just HAD to rush out and buy one of those crin-

kly, shrinking garden hoses, only to realize that’s what the info-

mercial on TV was about while I slept. 

 Some folks fall asleep even when they’re in the middle of 

doing something important, like driving. Long-haul truckers 

often have this problem. I used to share driving with a co-

worker for a long ride to work, until I woke to find the two of us 

parked on the side of the road and him sound asleep at the 

wheel. After a few of those I decided to always do the driving 

while that son of a female dog slept away (but at least he paid 

me for most of the gas after that.) And once out west on an 

interstate in Utah, I looked over to see a buddy I rode part of 

the way out there with starting to nod off on his scoot! Need-

less to say I carefully pulled my bike over close to his, managed 

to gently get his attention without freaking him out, and we 

both caught some seriously needed “Z’s” at the next rest-stop. 

 Well, speaking of sleep I’m headed there now. To quote 

Stevie Nicks, “It’s late. We gotta git on home.” I’ll be yappin’ at 

ya next month. 

 Goodnight and sweet dreams everybody, 

Bummer 
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Jordan Jarvis, who won the Girls Jr. (9-13) championship at 
the AMA Amateur National Motocross Championship and 
the Girls (7-13) championship at the AMA Arenacross 
Grand Championship, was the AMA Youth Racer of the 
Year.  

"We've had a really good year this year, and I can't 
wait to see what 2015 brings to us," Jarvis said. "We've 
had some struggles in the past, and getting this award 
really means a lot to me. It is special to be recognized 
among youth racers from all disciplines. I want to thank 
my whole family. They've really done a lot for me. I can't 
thank everybody enough."  

Sponsors and supporters of the 2014 AMA Champi-
onship Banquet included 1.7 Cleaning Solution, ASK Mo-
torsports, Atlas Brace Technologies, Barnett Clutches, Beta 
USA, Bromley Motorcycle Sales, Brooks Leather Sports-
wear, Fly Racing, Galfer USA, Helmet House: Tourmaster, 
Iron Pony Motorsports, Matrix Concepts, Next Compo-
nents, Shoei Helmets, SPOT LLC.  
 
Other award winners announced at the banquet included: 
 

Motocross Organizer of the Year—2X Promotions 
 
Off-Road Organizer of the Year—Racer Productions 
 
Track Racing Organizer of the Year—Industry Speedway 
 
ATV Organizer of the Year—Iowa ATV Hare Scrambles 
Series 
 
Recreational Road Riding Organizer of the Year 
ABATE Of Ohio, Inc. 
 
Recreational Off-Road Organizer of the Year—Dixie Dual 
Sport 
 
AMA Club of the Year—San Jacinto High Rollers 
 
AMA Media Award  - Vurb Moto  
 
About the American Motorcyclist Association Founded in 
1924, the AMA is a not-for-profit member-based associa-
tion whose mission is to promote the motorcycle lifestyle 
and protect the future of motorcycling. As the world's 
largest motorcycling rights and event sanctioning organi-
zation, the AMA advocates for riders' interests at all levels 
of government and sanctions thousands of competition 
and recreational events every year. The AMA also pro-
vides money-saving discounts on products and services for 
its members. Through the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame 
in Pickerington, Ohio, the AMA honors the heroes and 
heritage of motorcycling. For more information, visit 
www.americanmotorcyclist.com. 

(Continued from Page 13, AMA News) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YDX9B3SjILyasTtSCw0lOtYNh89xuj_VTvdyAbOccJqQFMYAPTmov94lTZjzA8c7_HiVC-Y2L4h5C8zzGonVYxVf0D7M9L5Sdt5xEbL40FmExo35PnsAjvOP6CHgU89W_fzZSNK_eFaa_SJptfdcV-l8CLpLU_gcZZ5Idlbb7ruxh3IEwHjyTA==&c=UxnyZJ72GTbzjeEZrqufXAK-x0C4KsCfg86ycuPMj


 

Only $16.67/mo. With  

12 month Purchase 

See Page 36 for details! 

Email to: outspokin@abate.com 
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*REGION ZERO 
NO REPORT 

 

Region Director: Barbara Tittle 330-677-1845 
Region Zero Meetings: Contact your County Coordinators for 
time and location. 
Columbiana: Sam Sacconi 330-227-9900 meetings on 4th 
Sunday of Month, 2:00 pm. 
Mahoning & Trumbull: Jeff Beatty, 330-647-8420 
Portage & Summit County: Paul ‘Shirley’ Stokes 330-644-4572 
Stark: Robert Fedor - 330-546-7450 
 Website: http://regionzero.abate.com 
 

Region Zero  
 

*REGION ONE 
 

Region Director: Larry Dobbins, Jr. 740-544-6458 
DD-David Mitchell, 330-383-0542 
Region One Meetings: Region Meetings 2nd Friday every 
month, 7:30pm @ Hopedale American Legion. 
Dep. Director: David Mitchell 330-383-0542 
Belmont County: Lee Irwin 740-310-0992  
Harrison County: OPEN 
Jefferson County: Larry Dobbins Sr. 740-765-4825  
Monroe County: OPEN 
Website: www.region1.abate.com 
 

Hi Everyone!! 
I hope all is well with our ABATE Brothers and sisters 

across the state! 
Well the numbers are in and the "Iron Butt Award" for 

2014 goes to Joshua Rayl with 8875 miles! Congratulations 
Josh!  

We have an upcoming event on Sunday, March 15th.  It's 
our 25th Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet, it will be held at 
Xtreme Honda in Brilliant Ohio from 9am to 5pm, I know 
shameless plug but you got to get the message out anyway 
you can ...right?   

We had a good time at our Chili cook-off / Euchre 
tournament and I want to thank everyone who came out and 
everyone who helped out and donated their time to make it 
happen....THANK YOU!!  

Looks like we are going to have a busy year with all the 
events and goings on in all the regions and state. We hope to 
see members of other regions at ours, and we will try to make 
yours as well. Here's hoping that they are all successful and 
gets the word out what ABATE of Ohio is doing for the rights 
and freedoms of the riders of our state and trying to make it a 
safer place to ride! 

   Our next meeting will be Friday, March 13th at The 

Hopedale American Legion @ 7:30pm. Come on out and see 
what's going on in Region 1! Everyone is always welcome so 
bring a friend! Hope to be seeing you soon! 
 
Ride Safe,  
Larry Dobbins Jr.,  March 2015 
 

*REGION TWO 
 

Region Director - Jim ‘Goofy’ Bown - 740-704-4322 
Deputy Director - Smoke James - 740-819-0645 
Deputy Director2 -  Brent Rexroad - 740-849-0338 
Region 2 meetings will be held at Capt’n Morgan’s, 5815 
East Pike, Zanesville, Ohio 43701 740-872-9860 at 2:00 p.m., 
always on the first Sunday, except Sept. on the 2nd Sunday. 
Coshocton County: OPEN 
Guernsey County: Brenda Foraker 740-679-2494 
Knox County: OPEN 
Licking County: Bo Essig - 614-984-1062 
Muskingum County: Adam Trembley - 740-868-7611 
Please contact your County Coordinator for more 
information and directions. 
Website:  http://region2.abate.com 
 

Licking County 
 

REGION THREE 
NO REPORT 

 

Region Director: Mark Davis 419-235-7581 
For Region 3 meetings, please contact your County 
Coordinator or your Region Director, Mark Davis for all 
information.  
Allen County: Dana Frost 419-229-0928 
Logan County: Jack Linet 937-585-4155 
Paulding County: Daniel Bustos 419-399-5291 
Putnam County: Lynda Schnipke 419-453-3834 
Van Wert County: Andy Riley 419-303-3229 
Region Website:  http://region3.abate.com 

 

*REGION FOUR 
NO REPORT 

 

Region Director:  Ruby Worchuck, rworchuck@aol.com  
419-256-2560 ~  419-966-9131                   
Region 4 meetings are held the Second Sunday of every 
month.  Board meetings are at 1:30pm and General 
Membership meetings are at 2:00 pm unless otherwise 
noted.  Meetings are held between the four county areas.  
Please contact your County Coordinator for more info.  
Defiance County, OPEN  
Fulton County, Art “Rabbi” Miller Jr. 419-335-1185 
Henry County, Don Buehrer, 419-579-4878 
Williams County, Wendell Humphrey, 419-459-4752 
 

Website:  http://region4.abate.com 
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*REGION FIVE 
 

Region Director:  Tim Kaelin  - 513-561-4745 
Deputy Director: Denny Wichert - 513-410-1930 
Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Counties -  Tim 
Kaelin, 513-561-4745 - First Sunday of the month, 11am @ 
The Train Stop Inn, 7837 Old 3C Highway, Maineville, OHIO 
45039-8712. Phone: 513-683-0207 
Clinton County Meeting – Dwight Meeker - 937-728-6565 

Second Sunday of month, 11am @ American Legion Post 

49, 140 E. Locust St., in Wilmington.  

Website:  http://region5.abate.com 
  

*REGION SIX 
 

Region Director: Dave Griffin - 937-381-7483 
Deputy Director: Mo Griffin - 937-381-7386 
Champaign, Clark & Greene Counties: Lawrence S. Taylor, 
937-626-6958, Meetings: 4th Saturday of the month @ 
4:00pm @ “Region 6 Meeting House” 10926 Haddix Road,  
Fairborn, Ohio 45324.  
Darke County, OPEN 
Miami County: Mike Wendel, 937-564-5005 - Meetings: Last 
Saturday @ 10:00am, Heck Yeahs in Piqua 
Montgomery County: OPEN 
Preble County, OPEN 
Website: www.region6.abate.com  
 

Region 6 is embarking on 2015 with several new officers 
including myself as Director, Joyce Kittel as Treasurer, Melissa 
Wilson as Region Secretary, Bryon “Grumpy” Scott as Security, 
Roxanne Romack as Government Relations and Jerry Brewer 
as Road Captain in Region offices. New county level officers 
are Gary Hasecuter, Janet Richmond and Glen Leap.  We are 
joining many others that will continue to serve our region in 
their perspective offices.  I want to thank all officers for their 
service and I am sure we will work well together to continue 
our work for ABATE. 

Our membership is important and it is always a priority 
to gain new members for the cause.  We all need to be vigilant 
and let others know what ABATE stands for; the more people 
that know should gain support and membership for us. 

Region 6 has 3 rides this summer so far including the 
Treasure Hunt on May 16th, S.L.U.T. Run on July 18th and 
Veteran’s Run on August 8th. Flyers are available so we can get 
them out to the public.   

The Blessing of the Bikes at UD Arena in Dayton is on 
May 17th. Bill Jenks is chairman of this event and can use all 
the help he can get. This is a state event and is always a good 
day with time to ride afterward. 

We have 3 new members in January including Walter 
Davis, Amy Cox and Clay Cox. 

Our Re-ups are Glen and Helga Leap 2 years, Eric Gunther 
17 years, Bill Jenks 13 years and Brian Keeton 2 years.  There 
are 4 yet to sign from January and 10 for February. 

It’s still early in the year and most bikes aren’t out yet. 
Preparing them for the summer should be in the planning 
process, so in a few weeks we can actually turn wrenches to 
get our bikes ready and cleaned up. 
Be Safe and take care till next time. 

 

Dave Griffin, Region 6 Director 
 

*REGION SEVEN 
 

Region Director: Larry Morgan, 567-201-3062  
Region meeting:  Call Director 
See Region 7 News Report for other meeting times. 
Erie County: OPEN 
Huron County:  OPEN 
Lucas County:  Mike Stock, 419-654-5446 
Ottawa County:  ‘bushman’ Sprague, 419-680-8584 
Sandusky County:  Bill “Grease” Willer, 419-665-2068 
Seneca County:  Claude Schindorff - 419-619-2834 
Wood County:  Mike Stock, 419-654-5446 
Website: http://region7.abate.com  
 

Sandusky County: 
ABATE RIDERS, 
Just got done reading Feb.2015 issue of Easyrider’s magazine. 
This is a MUST READ article about how the magazine and 
ABATE helped to even out the playfield on the mandatory 
helmet law issue. The Highway Safety Act of 1966 required 
the secretary of transportation to set uniform safety 
standards, one of which, issued in 1967, required states to 
adopt universal helmet laws or lose a portion of their federal-
aid highway construction funds. 
By 1971 there were 48 states with universal helmet laws and 
only 2, California and Illinois, where one could ride without a 
brain bucket. 48-2! Now, 43 years later, the score is much 
better: 31-19, in our favor. 31 without still means novice 
riders and those under 18 still are required to wear a helmet. 
You GOT to read this article! 
THUMBS UP! House Bill 637, introduced by state Rep. Rex 
Damschroder (R-Fremont) on Oct.14, would make reading, 
writing, or sending text-based communications while driving a 
primary offense. It also would prohibit the use of any wireless 
communication device in a construction zone while workers 
are present or in a school zone anytime children are present. 
What I'm writing about this month is what does a 
Motorcyclist, Biker, or Scooter-Trash do in the middle of the 
winter months? Most want to modify, repaint, chrome, 
powder-coat, or just plain rebuild their rides. I have a slow 
leak by my trans shifter arm I'm gonna fix, having the inner 
fairing painted gloss black, fender fixed, and got a couple 
pieces of factory chrome replated that's not up to snuff! 
Most people now days don't even know what a Chrome plater 
is, even if it bit-em on the butt! They just go down to their 
local bike shop, and buy it off of the shelf, or order it though a 
catalog. I have my plating done through Brown's Plating of 
Paducah Ky. It's a family run business that’s been in business 
for over 50 years. It used to be about a 4-6 week wait this 
time of the year. Now it's only about 7-10 days. It's the only 
plater I will use now. 
Bushman once called me a chrome whore; I said no, I’m a 
chrome slut! (There is a difference). Well, whatever you do to 
your ride this winter, have it ready this spring! KEEP SAVING 
THOSE TABS. 
                                                                     
Thanks, Ride Free, Grease  
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REGION EIGHT 
 

Region Director: Tim Cordray - 740-269-1213 
 Email: Region8@abate.com 
Deputy Director: Rusty Pierce 330-340-8882 
Carroll County: Ike Hennebert Sr. - 330-324-2981 
Stark County: Terry West - 330-455-8287 
Tuscarawas County: Dave Antonelli, 330-343-5374 
Website: www.region8.abate.com 
 

Hello Region 8, (Feb article) 
     Well the countdown to spring and riding season is on. First 
up the Region 8 board is set and pretty much the same as last 
year; Tim (me) is Director, Rusty Pierce is Deputy Director, 
Becky West is Secretary, Becky Pierce is Treasurer, "Pudge" is 
Government Relations Officer, Sherry Hill is our new Safety & 
Ed. Officer, "Hip" is Events Officer, Tina Levengood is Products 
Officer, Rose Schlabach is Technology Officer, Gail Schweitzer 
is Newsletter Officer, Jim Schlabach is Security Officer, Tony 
Korns is Road Captain, Georgie Korns is Membership Officer, 
Ike Hennebert is Carroll County Coordinator, Terry West is 
Stark County Coordinator, and Dave Antonelli is Tuscarawas 
County Coordinator. Thank you all for stepping up and thank 
all members for being members. 
     Over the holidays I got to see and talk to a lot of you that 
read this every month and the big question was why do I 
name somebody that we missed at said meeting at the end of 
my article? Simple, if said person would have been at said 
meeting they would have won the progressive, and you'll 
notice there is no name at the end of this month’s letter 
because Dave was at the December meeting. 
     Now for everything we have going on in March; on the 1st 
is our meeting at West End Pizza in Malvern, the 14th is The 
Spring Fling at Miller's Tavern, 1531 Amherst Rd. NE 
Massillon, Ohio 44646 when we draw the winner of the Sig 
Sauer P938 - 9mm Microcompact, a limited number of tickets 
are available in the Region, contact me or Rusty for more info, 
then on March 27 & 28 is the State Seminar at Deer Creek 
Lodge (more info within these pages). 
     Don't forget the Awareness Rally May 2nd and our Look 
Twice Save a Life Run May 16th. We also have cash draw 
down tickets that we will draw winners at the Freedom Rally 
July 3 - 5, 2015. 
Stay warm, be safe,    
Tim     
 
Hello Region 8, (March Article) 

Just a few quick words; it was greats to see everybody at 
the Miller Lite Swap Meet at the Stark County Fairgrounds, 
thanks to all that stopped at our booth to visit and catch up 
on all the latest activity going on in the region. If you couldn't 
make it here's what we got going on over the next couple 
months; March= the 1st is our meeting at the West End 
Tavern in Malvern on Citrus Rd. (right behind Wood's Grocery 
on 183) then the 14th is the Spring Fling at Miller's Tavern 
1531 Amherst Rd. NE, Massillon then the 27th & 28th is the 

State Seminar at Deer Creek Lodge & Conference Center in 
Mt. Sterling Oh. Then in April our meeting is at Lew's 3238 
Lincoln Way East in Massillon, and May starts with the State 
Awareness Rally on the 2nd we will leave Eagle Truck Stop in 
New Philadelphia at 8:00 am, then the 3rd is our meeting at 
Bag's Sports Pub 136 E. Main St. in Sugarcreek, then on the 
16th is our Look Twice Save a Life Run.  

One last note, the Freedom Rally work schedules for 
grounds security and gate security are out and shifts are 
divided into 4 hrs. and are first come first serve. Contact me 
and I'll put you in touch with the person in charge or if you 
want, the Freedom Rally Committee meets at noon before the 
Region meetings and at 1:00 pm at the Lindentree in Mineral 
City on the 3rd Sunday of each month. 

Tell Julie Weaver we missed her at the February meeting 
and let’s get ready to ride. 

Thank you for remaining a member,     
Tim    
 

*REGION NINE 
 

Region Director: Kolman Fuzy, 614-332-0198  
 directorregion9@wowway.com 
Deputy Director: Kathy Gantner - 614-231-5143 
Delaware: OPEN 
Franklin County: Brian Nissley - 614-778-3415 
Franklin County meeting will be held at: American Legion 
Post 490 on S. Hamilton Rd, Columbus, OH 43227-1311 on 
the first Sunday of the month, at noon.  
Pickaway and Madison Co’s: Jeff Bowersock, 614-306-2570  
Combined meetings are now combined with Franklin 
County listed in their county report or Kolman’s article. 
Madison County: OPEN, contact Kolman Fuzy (info above) 
Pike, Ross & Scioto Counties: OPEN contact Kolman Fuzy 
(info above) 

 
Hello, Region Nine: 

Once again as I write this, I am unsure of exactly when 
you might be reading this article. Those of you reading it on 
the State or Region website need to be thinking in present 
and future tense.  Those of you reading it in the OutSpokin’ 
might need to think in past tense, and future tense depending 
on what I am referring to and when the USPS gets your 
OutSpokin’ to you. 

The first event I need to refer to is the Easyrider’s show 
on Feb. 21 and 22.  Once again, ABATE will be present at this 
function.  If you are in attendance, and you feel like giving 
those manning the booth a little relief, please feel free to 
come to our location and do so.  It would be welcomed.  See 
you there. 
Moving on to March, Franklin County's Daytona North Party 
will be held March 7, at Colombini’s Sports Diner, from 8-
12.  Those of you who aren't going to Daytona are more than 
welcome to join us on the 7th for some food, fun and 
frivolity.  There will be some food and beer specials, the 88 
Twin Band will provide the entertainment, and there will be 
some silly indoor biker games to amuse us: butt darts, internal 
scavenger hunt, beer goggle pool, lingerie races, the dreaded  
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jail and possible 2 person 2x4 indoor skiing.  Please plan on 
joining Brian and the FC crew for this sure to be fun event.  

Later in the month, on the 27th and 28th the State Semi-
nar will occur at Deer Creek State Lodge.  Please check the 
OutSpokin’ for the Flyer for this event.  Room info is on the 
flyer, be sure to mention the ABATE Seminar when you book 
your room. Be sure to attend, to get the latest on issues facing 
us in the coming year and to find out what is going on in the 
organization. 

As we approach the new season, please make sure you 
tune your MC and yourself up in preparation.  Get out and 
sharpen those dormant riding skills, either by taking some 
time in a parking lot to practice slow speed handling, braking 
and emergency stops and/or taking a safety course.  And 
when that first decent day comes and you hit the streets, 
watch out for potholes, report them to the proper jurisdiction, 
or to www.roadhazard.org or 1-800-257-4337, 24/7.  We can 
make a difference here! 

 Don't forget, 2015 Raffle Bike Tickets are now availa-
ble.  The HD is a 2015 Street Glide, with trailer.  The drawing 
will be held on Aug. 29 at Margaritaville in Sandusky, Oh.  If 
the winner is present, the bar will cover the sales tax.  Tix are 
$10.00.  See an officer for tickets, and see the bike and trailer 
at the State Seminar. 

 Speaking of riding, the Awareness Rally will be held on 
May 2, 2015.  This is one of the most things we do to promote 
safety and awareness.  Please plan on attending-the life you 
save may be your own or your significant other, or your best 
friend.  We need to let the cagers know of our presence.  Also, 
the After Rally Rally will be held at Flanagan’s, the same loca-
tion as last year.  Come have some fun with Franklin County 
and Region Nine. 

June Jam looms on the horizon, planning is already in 
progress.  Pre-registration will be available this year, mark 
your calendar, be there, but if you are unable to attend, 
please register anyway, the moolah will go a long way. 

As usual, we need more members, go out and recruit 
some new blood.  Carry an app with you when you ride, you 
never know when the opportunity might present itself, be-
lieve me, I know. 

 We are approaching taking nominations for the summer 
meeting location-bring potential locations to monthly 
meetings-we start taking them in March and April, vote in 
April and move in May. 

 At the February meeting Doug Spainhoward was award-
ed his 12 year pin.  Thanks for your support, Doug and all 
members who take the time to give a shit about your right to 
ride. 
  
Ride Hard, Ride Smart, Ride Free 
Kolman 
directorregion9@wowway.com 
614-332-0198 

REGION TEN 
NO REPORT 

 

Region Director: Chris Weil - 614-975-1901 
DD Chris Long - 614-206-1742 
Region 10 Website: http://region10.abate.com  
Hocking, Fairfield, Perry, Vinton, Morgan & No-
ble Counties 
Meetings: Norm Vance's place, 165 Lorraine 
Blvd.  Pickerington, OH., third Sunday monthly 
@ noon. 

 

REGION ELEVEN  
INACTIVE 

 

 
Contact: Call State Office 800-25-BIKER or 614-
319-3644 
Lawrence, Athens, Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, & 
Washington Counties - All Open 
Website:  http://region11.abate.com/ 
 
 

REGION TWELVE 
NO REPORT 

 
Region Director: Charles “Jason” Jones - 440-
261-1122, charlesjones577@aol.com 
Ashtabula County Cuyahoga County 
Geauga County Lake County 
Website:  www.region12.abate.com 
NEXT MEETING: Call Region Director above 
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REGION FOURTEEN 
 

 

Region Director: Pete Barnes - 419-722-9941 
DD-Darryl Thacker 740-225-5251 
Call your Region Dir. for R14 meeting times and 
locations.  
Crawford County - Matt Gardner 419-971-6767 
Hancock County - Lonnie Ritter - 419-619-6603 
Hardin County - Jeremy Billenstein   740-360-
0760  
Marion County - Dennis Albright - 330-421-2155 
Morrow County - Guy Campo - 419-512-4270 
Wyandot County - Katy Helge - 567-232-0420 
 
Website: http://region14.abate.com 
January 4, 2015 
Meeting Summary 
 

Region Director Pete Barnes welcomed ABATE members 
and their guests to the first meeting of 2015, held 
January 4 at The Blue Room in Kirby, Ohio. He noted 
that membership in Region 14 has topped 100 mem-
bers and “we are glad to have you all!”  

Reports were given by Barnes and Treasurer Ed Schetter 
who also provided updates on motorcycle accident 
statistics. 

With social media and email connecting our members more 
quickly and efficiently than ever before, future Region 
14 meetings will be held every other month, January, 
March, May, July, September, and November and 
regular updates will be provided, probably twice a 
month, via email and/or the region’s Facebook page.  

Plans are to put up the next “Watch Out for Motorcycles” 
sign on Ohio 98 in Marion County near the Morrow 
County line.  

Save the Date! June Jam, June 18-21!! 
Poker Run 
Bands 
Bike Contest 
Bike Games 
Tattoo Contest 

County coordinators have plans to set up displays/tables 
promoting ABATE at dealerships and events, to distrib-
ute flyers for ABATE region and state events, and to 
bring non-members to the meeting held in their  

 county. 
Plans are to put up the next “Watch Out for Motorcycles” 

sign on Ohio 98 in Marion County near the Morrow 
County line.  

Two dates in the short term:  
February 21-22 is the Easy Riders bike show in 

Columbus 
March 27 is the State Seminar where there are 

tons of opportunities for education as well 
as the opportunity to have basic wills and 
other legal forms drawn up for free for 
ABATE members.  

Chain of Events cards will be printed and mailed to mem-
bers. The document is available via email as well.   

Next meeting: March 1, 2015. Location to be announced. 
Thanks,  
Katy Helge 
 

REGION SIXTEEN 
NO REPORT 

 

Region Director, Cowboy Whitman - 330-567-
3127 
Meetings: Region 16 / Wayne County --Sunday, 
12 noon - East of Chicago Pizza,  801 W. Old 
Lincoln Way, Wooster, Ohio 44691.Cowboy for 
details. 
Ashland County:  OPEN 
Holmes County:  Cowboy Whitman, 330-567-
3127 
Lorain County: Wayne ‘Pops’ Snyder, 440-774-
2566  
Medina County:  Garret Robison, 330-278-2714 
Richland County:  Deborah Stephens, 419-689-
9459 

Wayne County:  Milan Sigler, 330-201-2458 
Website: http://region16.abate.com 
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FOR SALE:  0113 

2010 Sportster XL1200C Black, Vance & 
Hines Chrome twin/3” mufflers, custom 
hand grips and mirrors, Sportster en-
graved Derby & Timer covers. Very good 
tires, runs great. 5,075 mi. One owner 
$7,000. Ralph 614-378-4300 R9 area. 
 

FOR SALE:    0313 

2009 Rims for FLHX. Jeff @ 330-340-
0104 R8 area 
 

FOR SALE:  0313 

Mark Patrick HD Collectible Sculptures, 
$100 - $700, approximately 30 available, 

Region Zero Area. Call George 330-626-
9343 or 330-554-2053 
 

 

FOR SALE:  1213 
Men’s black leather chaps, XL, uncut and 
never worn. $120 OBO. Diane 937-477-
5193. R6 

 

FOR SALE:  0314 

2 – 2006 Fatboy/Soft tail seats. New. 

$300 for both or $150 each. R1 area. Call 

Kent @ 740-457-7022 

FOR SALE:  1014 

2000 Fat Boy, Red & Silver, White Bros. 
Pipe, Quick Release Windshield, Back 
Rest w/luggage rack. Asking $6,500. Call 
Dave 330-219-1911 R-Zero area  
 
 

 
FOR SALE: 
1999 Harley-Davidson FXDX Dyna Super 
Glide Sport. 9900 miles. If you like the 
night train look this bike is for you.  
New Tires, New Battery. Det. W/S, Quick 
Release backrest, New Lockable & Det. 
Saddlebags. GREAT condition with plenty 

of extras. Asking $6500, O.B.O, NO 
TRADES. Located in Region 7, Call or 
Text Jeff @  
419-512-9875. 
 
WANTED: 
1949 OH Motorcycle  Plates. Good Con-
dition or better.  
Leave msg: Bob 440-779-0316 - R12 
area. 
 
FOR SALE: 
“Santa’s Sled” #104 Sculpture by Mark 

Patrick-$130. Ceramic Snow Village, 

Harley Dealer, Illuminated, $100. Harley 

Trivia Game in Small Leather Saddlebag, 

$40. Harley Davidson authorized edition 

Monopoly, $35. Harley Davidson Snow 

Globe, 100th Anniversary, $35. R9 area. 

Thomas. 

Classifieds are  

free to members.  
 

NO BUSINESSES PLEASE  
(See pages 37 & 38)  

 

Classifieds run for a maximum of 6  
issues, unless you tell us 

otherwise. Send changes to: 
outspokin@abate.com  

or call 937.477.5193 
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Return Completed Form with  
Payment to: 

 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1658 

Hilliard, Ohio  43026 
 

www.abate.com 
 

1-800-25-BIKER     1-614-319-3644 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is not a motorcycle club.  
 

We are a State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization dedicated to the preservation of motorcycling. 
 

Our creed follows:  ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is dedicated to preserving the rights, improving the image and promoting the safe operating practices of 
Ohio motorcyclists.  Membership in ABATE of Ohio Inc. is open to all persons 18 and older, having an interest in preserving personal freedoms 
and sharing our goals.  Ownership of a motorcycle is not a requirement.  

 
Clubs, businesses and generally any group of people greater than or equal to one person may become a Sustaining Supporter, a means 

to participate, be involved, be informed and be a part of Ohio’s best State Motorcyclist’s Rights Organization (SMRO) without having to enroll 
each person within the group, club or organization as a full member.  

 
With an annual contribution of $100, Sustaining Supporters receive from ABATE of Ohio, Inc.: 1 copy per month of the OutSpokin’ News-

letter to the organization’s address; Monthly recognition in the OutSpokin’ for the organization’s commitment to ABATE of Ohio; Recognition 
on our website, www.abate.com. Sustaining Supporter groups do NOT have voting rights, but all regional, county and state meetings are open 
for attendance and participation in discussions regarding Our Right to Ride It Our Way.  
 
Group Information:   
 
Name of Group as desired for display in  the OutSpokin’:  

 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person:  ____________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Number of People in Group:  ____________________ Date: _______________________________ 
 
Enclose $100 with application so that we may fully process your request. 

 
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501 (c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization.  As a Sustaining Supporter, your contribution is  

deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.  

 

Thank You for Supporting Us in Supporting Your Rights! 

Journeymen M.C. - Haskel Combs Jr. 

Chuck & Eiko Calvert 

Marion Area Harley Riders 

Trojans MC 

Iron Horsemen MC 

Outlaws MC, Dayton, Ohio  

Confederation of Clubs 

In Memory: Barb “Penny” (Elgin) Carpenter 

Crystal Lakes Moose Riders, Herd 2464 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.  Region 9 

Earl “Shooter” Smith, Region 9 

KMRO-Ky. Motorcycle Riders Org. 

Amer. Legion Riders, Post 49, Wilm.1210 

V-Twin Cruisers MC, Painesville, OH 

Barbarians Motorcycle Club, North 0910 

Eagle Riders Grp Westside FOE 3986 0212 

Cuyahoga Falls Moose Riders,  #918 0411                                  

ITI-International TechneGroup Inc. 0711 

ABATE of Ohio Foundation  0711 

Joe & Robin Pickins  1211  + 

Down Bikers Fund Inc., Zanesville 0112  

FOE Eagle Riders #2197 0512 

ABATE of Ohio, Region 6  0714 

 

Sustaining Supporter Form 

Rev. 2.2015 
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Dear Friend of the Louie Run: 

 You have probably heard by now that the 2015 event will be the last. Regrettably, it’s true. For the past few years, 

we have been actively seeking the next generation of younger, dedicated individuals for senior management posi-

tions. No one has responded. Time has run out. Therefore; the Trustees decided it was time to wind the event down 

before it crashed under its own weight. 

 While we would have liked to see the Louie Run continue forever, it’s just not in the cards. There are several key 

positions that remain open because we have no one to fill the spot. Some senior volunteers have relocated to 

warmer climes, others have debilitating illness themselves or a family member, the rest of us are just plain tired; 

especially those that have been at it since 1984. Also, Louie Run has become far less cost effective. It takes sever-

al thousand hours throughout the year to put on an event that averages $55k or so in expenses, most of which are 

essential to the event, Fairgrounds, insurance, port-o-johns, security, weather protection and so forth. What re-

mains for the donation pool after the yearly operating expenses for storage, phone, website, general liability insur-

ance and tax preparation is only about $15k. 

The loss of the Louie Run donation dollars should not significantly affect the dozen or so programs that we have 

supported for the past 3 decades. 

The Trustees will continue to maintain the Louie Run corporation and trademark registration for the State of Ohio 

for the next several years in order to protect Louie Run legacy from any potential misuse. The website will remain 

active for the balance of 2015. Additions to Roll Call will be accepted until May 1st, 2015; however, photos for the 

“WALL” will not.  

The final Louie Run event will be at noon on Sunday May 3rd at Sammy K’s (ANTIOCH), route 20 in Perry, Lake 

County, Ohio. The last Ceremony and Roll Call will begin about 1:00 pm. Admission will be $5 at the gate. Pre-sale 

will also be available at a limited number of location. Check the website and Facebook in a few weeks for locations. 

Only 1000 special emblems (patches) will be available with the pre-sale ticket on a 1st come basis. Non will be sold 

at the event. There will only be a couple invited vendors. Louie Run ‘s entire remaining product inventory will be on 

sale; however, there will be no 2015 shirts or other dated products. As always, the 

Legendary Burnt River Band will take the stage following the Ceremony. 

There you have it.  Anything else will be posted on the web or Facebook. 

We hope you all will come out and partake of this back to basics “Old School” final 

running of the Louie Run. It’s been a great 32 years. Hope to see you on May3rd 

and elsewhere down the road. 

Ride Safe and be FREE, 

The Louie Run Trustees 
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RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS 
Crazy Fox Saloon 112 W Mansfield Bucyrus 419-562-1256 
Blue Room Restaurant & Bar 129 S Main Kirby 419-273-2125 
 

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES 
 

CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES & TATTOOS 
Backroads Riding Apparel 69871 Sunset Heights Quaker City  

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Puckett’s Plumbing Heating 

Air  & Electrical 10956 Haddix Fairborn 937-879-7657 
Adult Day Care 729 W 130th Hinckley 330-220-9500 
Massages by Maggie 870 Oakwood Painesville 440-655-3927 
Cleveland Mortgage Service 11221 Pearl Strongsville 800-886-4901 
Cowtown Photography 740 Sugar Westerville 614-707-1471 
Columbus Rehab & Renovation 611 Erikson Whitehall 614-783-6414 
 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.  
 

MEMBER-TO-MEMBER Program 
 

The Member-to-Member Program is provided as a service to our membership from members who are business owners.  
Please support your fellow members/business owners when possible as they support us in our endeavors. 

If you are a member that has a business not listed in our directory, please notify the state office to have your information added here.  
This is a free service to you for being an ABATE Member. 

Offering a discount to ABATE Members is at the sole discretion of the business owner. 
 

For more information on the Member-to-Member Program contact the State Office:   
800-25-BIKER or 614-319-3644. 

 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) "Not for Profit" organization. As a supporter or a sustaining supporter,  
your contribution is deductible as a business expense for advertising, but is not tax deductible as a charitable contribution. 
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ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4)  is a "Not for Profit" organization.   
Dues, donations, event funds and ABATE products are NOT tax deductible as a charitable contribution. 

Section 14: Qualifications for the State Products 

Director.  
The minimum qualifications for the State Products Di-

rector are:  

A.) Ability to control, distribute, market and maintain 

the state product inventory.  

B.) Ability to monitor product sales and inventory at 

the region and county levels.  

C.) Ability to legally transport the state product trailer 

as needed.  

D.) Ability to develop new products.  

 

E.) Ability to recognize proper inventory levels based 

on sales history.  

F.) Ability to develop and maintain a list of recom-

mended product suppliers.  

G.) Ability to record, maintain, organize and distribute 

accurate product records.  

H.) Ability to handle all methods of payment in a re-

sponsible manner.  

I.) Ability to safeguard the product inventory against 

theft, damage or loss  

DATE REG FIRST LAST DEDICATION 

1/2 9     

1/7 0     

1/9 9     

1/14 0     

1/16 9     

1/17  ABATE Foundation ‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’  

1/20 0    

2/5 9   In memory of Dancer, Brillo, and Hump 

2/11 9   In memory of Crystal Young 

2/17  ABATE Foundation ‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’  

3/17  ABATE Foundation ‘Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike’  

4/17  ABATE Foundation Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

5/17  ABATE Foundation Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

6/17  ABATE Foundation Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

7/17  ABATE Foundation Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

8/17  ABATE Foundation Buy a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

9/17  ABATE Foundation 'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

10/17  ABATE Foundation 'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

11/17  ABATE Foundation THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 

12/17   ABATE Foundation 'THANK YOU for buying a Ticket on the Raffle Bike' 
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Change Service Requested 

       

   

   

   

   

    

PLEASE: Print Clearly 

DATE: ____-____-____ 

__ Single Member Dues $25/year 

__ Couple Member Dues $40/year  

 

NAME ___________________________________ 

First time member? __ yes / __ no 

Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy) 

Registered Voter? __ yes / __ no 

Motorcycle Endorsed? __ yes / __ no 

Optional: 

Bike Brand ________________________________ 

Occupation ________________________________ 

Other Skills/Contacts ________________________ 

 

NAME ___________________________________ 

First time member? __ yes / __ no 

Date of Birth ____-____-____ (mm-dd-yy) 

Registered Voter? __ yes / __ no 

Motorcycle Endorsed? __ yes / __ no 

Optional: 

Bike Brand ________________________________ 

Occupation ________________________________ 

Other Skills/Contacts ________________________ 

ADDRESS ________________________ Apt ____ 

City ___________________ State ___ Zip _______ 

Select an ABATE County in Ohio ______________ 

TELEPHONE (_____) _____-_______ (important) 

E-MAIL __________________________________ 
 

Make checks or money orders payable to: 

 ABATE of Ohio, Inc. 

Mail this whole page to:  

 P.O. Box 1658 

 Hilliard, Ohio  43026 
 

Taken by __________________________________ 

 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)(4) Not-for-Profit 

organization. Dues and donations are NOT tax 

deductible as a charitable contribution. 

Donations (tax deductible -separate check required): 

ABATE of Ohio Foundation  $ ________ 
 

Donations (not tax deductible): 

ABATE of Ohio, Inc.  $ ________ 

Motorcycle Riders Foundation $ ________ 

of  Ohio, Inc. 
Newsletter Office 

P.O. Box 1658 

Hilliard, Ohio  43026 

1-800-25-BIKER 
www.abate.com 
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